Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



I 



^ _ 



6 .w 



C^e 9lt0ion ann tbt Cteen of Pirn 

Iplougbman 



WITH NOTES AND A GLOSSARY 
BY THOMAS WRIGHT M. A. F. R. S. ETC. 

VOL, II. 



r 






1 



E 



1 



•■- ,j-ty!/ 




3Cl)e+1p,iston*anD*ti)e*treeti*of 

nctols + imptinten 




1lrml>i)n*ilJlCllfam*jBftimlns 



'f!«ft#=^C-»»§^^£*?:« 



A^ 



,6 



CHARLBS WHITTIN6HAM 
CBI8W1CK 




Passus Decimus Quartus^ etc, 

« T HAVE but oon hool hater," 

X quod Haukyn ; 
^' I am the lasse to blame, 
Though it be soiled and selde clene : 
I slepe therinne o nyghtes. 
And also I have an houswif, 
Hewen and children, — 
Uxorem duxi, et ideo nan possum 

venirey^^ 
That woUen by-molen it many tyme, 
Maugree my chekes. 
It hath be laved in Lente 
And out of Lente bothe, bqw 

With the sope of siknesse. 
That seketh wonder depe, 
And with the losse of catel, 
Looth for to a-gulte 
God of any good man. 
By aught th»t I wiste ; 
And was shryven of the preest 
That gaf me for m^^synnes 
To penaunce pacience 
And povere men to fede, 
Al for coveitise of my cristendom 
In clennesse to kepen it. ages 
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And kouthe I nevere, by Crist ! 

Kepen it clene an houre, 

That I ne soiled it with sighte 

Or som ydel speche, 

Or thorugh werk or thorugh woftl» 

Or wille of myn herte, 

That I ne flobre it foule 

Fro morwe til even." [Conscience, 

^^ And I shal kenne thee," quod 
^^ Of contricion to make 
That shal clawe thi cote 
Of alle kynnes filthe. 8934 

Cordis contritio, etc. 
Do-wel shal wasshen andwryngen it 
Thorugh a wis confessour. 
Oris canfessio, etc. 
Do-bet shal beten it and bouken it 
As bright as any scarlet, 
And engreyl^n it with good wille 
And Goddes grace to amende the, 
And sithen sende thee to satisfaccion 
For to sowen it aften 
Satisfactio Do-best, 8945 

" Shal nevere cheeste by-molen it, 
Ne mothe after biten it, 
Ne fend ne fals man 
Defoulen it in thi lyve. 
Shal noon heraud ne harpour 
Have a fairer gamement 
Than Haukyn the actif man, 
And thow do by my techyng; 
Ne no mynstrall be moore worth 
Amonges povere and riche, 
Than Haukyns wif the wafrer, 8956 



FIERS PLOUGHMAN. 275 

With his activa vita.** 8957 

" And I shal pnrveie thee paast/' 
quod Pacience, 
" Though no plough erye, 
And flour to fede folk with 
As best be for the soule, 
Though nevere greyn growed, 
Ne grape upon vyne. 
To all that lyveth and loketh 
Liflode wolde I fynde, 
And that y-nogh shal noon faille 
Of thyng that hem nedeth, 8967 
We sholde noght be to bisy 
Abouten oure liflode." 
Nesollicitisitis, etc. Volucres call 
Detis pascit, etc, Patientes 
vincunt, 

Thanne laughed Haukyn a litel^ 
And lightly gan swerye, 
" Who so leveth yow, by oure Lord I 
I leve noght he be blessed." 

" No," quod Pacience paciently ; 
And out of his poke hente 8978 
Vitailles of grete vertues 
For alle manere beestes* 
And seide, " Lo here liflode y-nogh ! 
If oure bileve be trewe. 
For lent nevere was lif, 
But liflode were shapen, 
Wher-of or wher-fore 
Or wher-by to libbe. 

" First the wilde worm 
Under weet erthe, 
Fissh to lyre in the flood, egeg 
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And in the fir the cnket» «9» 

The ooriew by kynde of the ^r ^ 
Moost cleanest iiessh of hriddes, ^ 
And bestes by gras and by greyn 
And by giene rootes. 
In menynge that alle men 
M yghte the same 
Lyve thomgh leel bQere 
Ajid loTe> as God witnesaeth." 
Quodcunque peiieriiis a poire m 
nomine me»^ eie» Ei oUHz 
Non in solo pane vivii homo, 
sed in ommi verho quodproce^ 
dit de ore DeL 
But I lokede what Mode it was 
That Padenoe so preisede; 
And thanne was it a pece of th^ 
Fiat voluntas tua. [pater-noster, 
" Have, Haukyn/'quod Pacience» 
'' And et this whan the hungreth, 
Or whan thow clomsest for cold. 
Or clyngest for drye ; 
Shul nevere gyves thee greve, 90» 
Ne gret lordes wrathe, 
Prison ne peyne ; 
For patienies vincunU 
By so that thow be sobre 
Of sighte and of tonge, 
In etynge and in handlynge^ 
And in alle thi fyve wittes, 
Darstow nevere care for com, 
Ne lynnen cloth ne wollen, 
Ne for drynke, ne deeth drede, 
But deye as God liketh, goes 
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Of thorugh hunger or thorugh hete^ 
At his wUle he it. 
For if thow lyve after his loore, 
The shorter lif the bettre. 
Si quis amai Christum^ 
^' MundiKk nan diliget istum^ 

** For thorugh his breeth beestes 
And a-brood yeden. [woxen 

Dixit et facta «tmf, ttc. 
Ergo thorugh his breeth monmen 
Men and beestes lyven, 
As holy writ witnesseth, 90S5 

Whan men seye hir graces* 
Aperis tu manum tuam, et imphs 
<mne animal benedictione. 

** It is founden that fourty wynter 
Folk lyvede withouten tulying; 
And out of the flynt sprong the flood 
That folk and beestes dronken ; 
And in Elyes tyme 
Hevene was y-closed, 
That no reyn ne roon ; 
Thus rede men in bokes 9046 

That many wyntres men lyveden, 
And no mete ne tulieden. 

^* Sevene slepe, as seiththe book, 
Serene hundred wynter, 
And lyveden withouten liflode, 
And at the laste the! woken. 
And if men lyvede as mesure wolde^ 
Sholde nevere moore be defaute 
Amonges cristene creatures, 
If Cristes wordes ben trewe. 
> ^Ac unkyndenesse caristiam 
maketh yo56 
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Amonges cristen peple ; gosr 

And over plentee maketh pryde 
Amonges poore and riche. 
Therfore mesure is muche worth, 
It may noght be to deere : 
For the meschief and the mes* 

chaunoe 
Amonges men of Sodome, 
Weex thorugh plentee of ^Byn, 
And of pure sleuthe. 
Otiositas et ahundantia panU pee* 

catum turpissimum nutriviL 
For thei mesured noght hemself 
Of that thei ete and dronke, 
Thei diden dedly synne 
That the devel tiked, 9071 

So veng^eaunce fil upon hem 
For hir vile synnes ; 
Thei sonken into helle, 
The citees echone. 

" For-thi mesure we us wel, 
And make oure feith oure sheltrom ; 
And thorugh feith cometh contri- 
Conscience woot wel, [cion, 

Which diyveth awey dedly synne. 
And dooth it to be venial, [speke, 
And though a man myghte noght 
Contricion myghte hym save, 
And brynge nis soule to blisse ; 
For so that feith here witnesse, 
That whiles he ly vede, he bilevede 
In the loore of holy chirche. 
Erao contricion,feith,and conscience 
Is k3mdeliche Do-wel, 9009 
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And sui^en? for dedly synses 9096 
Whan shrift of mouthe fs^leth. 
Ac shrift of mouth moore worthi is, 
If man be ^-liche contrit ; t^^ 

For shrift of mouthe sleeth synne^ 
Be it never so dedly. 
Per confessionem to a preest 
Peccata ccciduntvr* 

'' Ther coni^cioxi dooth but dry* 
Into a venial synne, [veth it down 
As David seith in the Sauter, 
Et quorum teeia sunt peccata ; giot 
Ac satisfaccion seketh out the rootcy 
And bothe sleeth and voideth, 
An as it nevere hadde y-be 
To noghte bryngeth dedly synne, 
- That it nevere eft is sene ne soor, 
But semeth a wounde y-heeled." 
"Where wonyeth Charite?" 
quod Haukyn, 
^* I wiste nevere in my lyve 
Man that with hym spak, 
As wide as I have passed." 9111 
"Ther parfit truthe and poore 
And pacience of tonge, [herte is, 
There is Charite the chief chaum* 
For God hymselve." [brere 

" Wheither paciente poverte," 
4|uod Haukyn, 
Be moore plesaunt to oure drighte 
Than riehesse rightfuUiche wonne, 
And resonably despended?'* 

^' Ye, quu est ills /'" quodPacience ; 
f* Quik laudabimus euin. 9i9i 
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Thoogliineimde oCndieaBe 9itc 
R^lit to dievorides eiide» 
I wiste mevere lenk tiui riche wbs^ 
That wban be rekeoe shcildey 
Wban be dirogh to bis deeth day. 
That he ne dredde hym soorey 
And that at the rekenyng- in aire- 
Rather than out of dette. [rage fel 
Ther the poore dar plede. 
And prere by pore rescMiy 
To haye allowance of his lord. 
By the lawe be it deymelh, 91" 
Joye, that nev^e joye hadde. 
Of rightlul jugge he asketh. 
And seith, ^ Lo ! briddes and beestes 
That no blisse ne knoweth, 
And wilde wonnes in wodes^ 
Thorngh wyntres thow hem grevest ; 
And makest hem wel neigh meke. 
And mylde for de&ute ; 
And after thow sendesthem sinner. 
That is hir sovereyn joye» 
And blisse to alle that ben, 914% 
Bothe wilde and tame.' 

'^ Thanne may beggeris as beestes 
After boote waiten. 
That al hir lif ban lyved 
In langour and in defaute, 
But God sente hem som tyme 
Som manere joye 
Outher here or ellis where, 
Kynde wolde it nevere ; 
For to wrotherhele was he wrogbt 
That nevere was joye shape'n, 9155 
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Aungeles that m belle now ben 
Hadden joje som tyme ; 
And Dives in deyntees lyvede, 
And in douce vie* 
Rigbt so reson sbewetb 
That the men tbat were riche, 
And bir makes also, 
Ly vede bir lif in murtbe. 

" Ac God is of wonder wille, 
By tbat kynde wit sbewetb, 
To gyve many man bis mede 
£r be it bave deserved. 9167 

Rigbt so faretb God by som ricbe, 
Rirthe me it tbynketb ; 
For tbei ban bir bire beer, 
And bevene, as it were, 
And greet likynge to lyve 
Witbouten labour of bodye; 
And wban be dyetb, ben disalowed. 
As David seitb in tbe Sauter : . 
Darmierunl^ et nihil invenerunt. 
And in anotber stede also : 0178 
Vdlut sommum surgentium, Domine, 
in civiiaie tua, et ad mhilum 
rediges, etc. 

" Alias ! tbat ricbesse sbal reve 
And robbe mannes soule 
From tbe love of oure Lord, 
At bis laste ende. 

^ Hewen, tbat ban bir bire afore, 
Am evere moore nedy ; 
And selden deyetb be out of dette, 
Tbat dynetb er be deserve it. 
And til be bave doon bis devoir 
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And his dayes joumee. 9190 

For wban a werkman hath wroglit» 
Than may men se the sothe 
What he were worthi for his werk. 
And what he hath deserved; 
And noght to fonge hifore. 
For drede of disalowyng. 

^' So I seye by yow riche. 
It semeth noght that ye shnlle 
Have hevenein yonreheredwellyngy 
And herene also therafter; 9soo 
Right so as a servannt taketh his 

salarie bifore, 
And siththe wolde clayme moore. 
As he that noon hadde, 
And hath hire at the laste* 
It may noght be, ye riche men, 
Or Mathew on God lyeth : 
l^i deliciis ad delicias diffidUesi 

iransire, 
" Ac if ye riche have rathe, 
And rewarde wel the poore, 
And lyven as lawe techeth, 9211 
And doon leaute to hem alle, 
Crist of his curteisie 
Shal conforte yow at the laste. 
And rewarden aUe double richesse 
That rewfiil hertes habbeth. 
And as an fayne that hadde 
His hire er he bigonne, [wel 

And whan he hath doon his devoir 
Men dooth hym oother bountee, 
Gyveth hym a cote above his cove- 

naunt, 9^1 
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Bight so Crist gyvetli hevene 9sss 
Bothe to riche and to noght riche 
That rewfulliche libbeth ; 
And alle that doon hir devoir wel 
Han double hire for hir travaille, 
Here forgifoesse of hir synnes, 
And hevene blisse after. 

*' Ac it is but selde y-seien, 
As by holy seintes bokes, 
That Grod rewarded double reste 
To any riche wye. 9S3C 

Form^ murtie isamonges riche, 
As in mete and clothyng ; 
And muche murthe in May is 
Amonges wilde beestes, 
And so forth while somer lasteth 
Hir solace dureth. 

^' Ac beggeris aboute Midsomer 
Bred-lees thei slepe. 
And yet is wynter for hem worse^ 
For weet shoed thei gone, 
A-furst soore and a-fyngred. 
And foule y-rebuked, 9M4 

And a-rated of riche men 
That ruthe is to here. 
Now, Lord, sende hem somer, 
And som maner joye, 
Hevene after hir hennes goyng, 
That here ban swich defaute, 
For alle myghtestow have maad 
Noon mener than oother, 
And y-liche witty and wise, 
If thee wel hadde liked. 
But, Lord, have ruthe on thise 
riche men, 9^m 
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That rewarde noght thi prisoxiers. 

Of the good that thow hem gyvest 

Ingraii ben manye. 

Ac» God, of thi goodnesse 

Gyve hem grace to amende. 

For may no derthe be hem de^e, 

Droghte ne weet hem greve, 

Ne neither hete ne hayll ; 

Have thei hir heele, 

Of that thei wibie and wolde 

Wanteth hem noght herl, 9265 

** Ac poore peple thi prisoners. 
Lord, in the put of meschief, 
Conforte tho creatures, 
That muche care suffren 
Thorugh derthe, thorugh droghte, 
AUe hir dayes here, 
Wo in wynter tymes 
For wantynge of clothes. 
And in somer tyme selde 
Soupen to the fulle. 
Conforte thi carefulle, 
Crist, in thi richesse ; $277 

For how thow confortest alle crea- 
Clerkes bereth witnesse : [tures, 
Convertimini ad me, et kalvi eritis, 

" Thus in gtnere of gentries 
Jhesu Crist seide. 
To robberis and to reveris, 
To riche and to poore. 
Thou taughtest hem in the Trinite 
To taken bapteme, C^yi^g 

And to be dene thorugh that crist- 
Of alle kynnes synne ; gsss 
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And if us fille thonigh foUe deep 
To falle in synne a^r^ 
Confession and knowlichynge 
In cravynge thi mercy, 
Shulde amenden us as manye nthes 
As man wolde desire^ 
1 And if the pjiyia wolde plede ayein, 
And punysshe us in conscience, 
He sholde take the acquitaunce as 
And to thj^ queed shewen it. [quyk, 
Pateat, etc. per passionem Domini* 
And putten of so the pouke, dsoo 
And preven us under borwe. 
Ac the parchemyn of this patents 
Of poverte be moste, 
And of pure pacience, 
And parfit bileve. 

^' Of pompe and of pride 
The parchemyn deoourreth, 
And principalUche of al the peple, 
But thei be poore of herte ; 
Ellis is al on ydel, 
Al that evere^writen gsii 

Pater-nostres and penaunce, 
And pilgrymages to Rome ; 
But oure spences and spendynge 
Sprynge of a trewe wille. 
Ellis is al our labour lost, 
Lo I how men writeth 
In fenestres at the freres,. 
If fals be the foundement. 
For-thi cristene sholde be in com- 
mune riche, 
Noon coveitous for hymselve. imi 
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" For sevene Bynnes ther ben. 
That assaillea ni evere ; 
The fend folweth hem alle, 
And fondeth hem to helpe. 
Ac with richesse tiiat ribaud 
He rathest men bigileth. 
For ther that richesse regnetb, 
Beverence fblweth ; 
And that is plesaunt to pride. 
In poore and in riche. 
And the riche is reverenced 
By reBon of his richesse, 99ss 

Tiler the poore is put bihynde. 
And peraventure kan moore 
Of wit and of wisdom. 
That fer awey is bettre 
Than richesse or reautee. 
And rather y-berd in hevene- 
For the riche hath mucbe to rekene ; 
And many tyme bym tbatwalketh- 
The heighe wey to hevene-ward, 
Richesse hym letteth, — 
Ita inpossibile divili, etc. — usi* 
Ther the poore preessethbifbrethe 
With a pak at his rugge. [riche, 
Opera enim illorum seguunturillo$. 
Batauntlicbe, as beggeris doon, 
And boldeliche be cravetb. 
For bis poverte and his padence, 
A perpetuet blisse. 
Beali pauperea, quoniam ipsorum 
est regnwn calorum, 
" And pride in richesse regueth 
Rather tlian in poverte ; 9u» 
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Arst in the maister than in the man 

Som mansion he haveth. 

Ac in poverte, ther pacience is, 

Pride hath no myghte, * 

Ne none of the sevene synnes 

Sitten ne mowe ther longe, 

Ne have power in poverte, 

If pacience folwe. 

For the poore is ay prest 

To plese the riche, 

And buxom at hise biddynges, 

For his broke loves ; 9167 

And buxomnesse and boost 

Am evere moore at werre, 

And either hateth oother 

In alle maner werkes. 

" If wrathe wrastle with the poore. 
He hath the worse ende ; 
And if thei bothe pleyne, 
The poore is but feble ; 
And if he chide or chatre, 
Hym cheveth the worse, [poore, 

" And if coveitise cacche the 
Thei may noght come togideres ; 
And by the nekke namely psso 
Hir noon may hente oother. 
For men knowen wel that coveitise 
Is of kene wille, 
And hath hondes and armes 
Of ful greet lengthe ; 
And poverte nys but a petit thyng, 
Apereth noght to his navele ; 
And lovely layk was it nevere 
Bitwene the longe and the shorte. 



iSS THE VISION OF 
"Aod though avarice wolde 
angre the poore, gsga 

He h»th but litel myghte ; 

For poverte hath but pokes 

To putten in hise goodes, 

Ther avarice hath ahnaries, 

And yreu boimden cofres. 

And wheither be lightn* to breke, 

And lasae boost maketh, 

A beggeria bagge 

Than an yren bounde cofire ? 
" Lecherie ioveth hym noght, 

For he gyveth but litel silver, 

Ne dooth hym noght dyne delicatly, 

Ne drynke wyn ofte. 

A straw for the stuwes ! 

Thei etoode noght, I trowe, [men, 

Hadde thei no thyng but of poore 

Hir houses stoode nntyled. [verte, 
" And though sleuUie suwe po- 

And serve tw^t God to paie, 

Meschief is im maister, 

And maketh hym to thynke Mil 

That God is his grettest helpi 

And no gome elhs ; 

And he is servaunt, as he s^th. 

And of his sute bothe ; 

And wheither he be or be noght) 

He bereth the signe of poverte. 

And in that secte oure Saveour 

Saved al mankynde. 

FoT-thi every poore that pacient is, 

May cleymen and asken 

After hir endynge here »«« 
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Hevene riche blisse. 9493 

^ Muche hardier may he asken, 

That here myghte have hig wille 

In lond and in lordshipe. 

And likynge of bodie, 

And for Groddes love leveth al, 

And lyveth as a beggere ; 

And as a mayde for mannes love 

Hire moder forsaketh, 

Hir iader and alle hire frendes, 

And folweth hir make ; 

Muche moore is to love 9434 

Of hym that swich oon taketh, 

Than is that maiden 

That is maried thorugh brocage, 

As by assent of aondry par^s, 

And silver to boote, 

Moore for coveitise of good 

Than kynde love of bodie; 

So it fareth by ech a persone 

That possession forsaketh, 

And put h3rm to be pacient, 

And poverte weddeth, 9445 

The which is sib to God hymself, 

And so to hise seintes." 

" Have God my trouthel" quod 
Haukyn, 

" Ye preise faste poverte, [quod he 

What is poverte with pacience,*' 

" Proprely to mene ?" 

'* Paupertasy" quod Pacience, " est 
odihile boimm, remotio cura- 
rum, potsessio sine calwmnia, 
donum Dei, saniiaiis mater, 

u 
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absque solliciltuiine sanifa, 
sapientia tempermtrix, neao- 
tium sine damn9, incerta/or- 
tunth tAsque sollicUudine felt- 

** I kao noght construe al tliis, 
quod Haukyn, [lissh. 

'' Ye moste kenne me this on Bug- 

" In Englissh." quod Pacience, 
*' It is wel hard wel to expounen ; 
Ac som deel I shal seyen it, 
By so thow understonde : 94166 

Poverte is the firste point 
That pride moost hateth ; 
Thanne is it good hy good skile^ 
Al that agasteth pride, 
Right as contricion is eonfortahle 
Conscience woot wel, [thyng. 

And a sorwe of hymself. 
And a solace to the soule, 
So poverte propreliche^ 
Penaunce and joye, 
Is to the hody^ 9477 

Pure spiritual helthe. 
Ergo paupertas est odibiie hwium. 
And contricion confort,. 
And cura animarum. 

" Selde sit poverte. 
The sothe to declare i 
For as justice to jugge men ; 
Enjoyned is no poore, 
Ne to he mair ahove men, 
Ne mynystre under kynges, 
Selde is any poore y-put 9488 
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To punysshen any peple. 9489 

Remotio curarunu 

Ergo poverte aai poore men 

Perfoumen the comaundement : 

Noliie jtuUcare 

Quemquam the thridde." 

" Selde is any poore riche, 
But of rightful heritage; 
Wynneth he noght with wightes 
Ne with unseled mesures, [false, 
Ne borweth of hise neighebores, 
But that he may wel paie. 9500 

Possessio sine calumnia* 

*^ The ferthe is a fortune 
That florissheth the soule» 
With sobretee fram alle synne, 
And also yit moore 
It afaiteth the flessh 
Fram folies ful manye, 
A collateral confort, 
Cristes owene giile. 
Donum Dei* 9510 

*^ The fifte is moder of helthe, 
A frend in alle fondynges, 
And for the land evere a leche, 
A lemman of alle clennesse. 
Sanilatis mater, 

" The sixte is a path of pees, 
Ye, thorugh the paas of Aultone 
Poverte myghte passe 
Withouten peril of robbyng. 
For ther that poverte passeth. 
Pees folweth after ; 
And ever the lasse that he bereth. 
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The hardier he ib <of herte. gses 

For-thi seith Seneca, 

Paup&rku est absque »Uieiimdine 

semittu 
And an hardy man of heite, 
Among an heep of theves. 
Cantabit pmtpertas coram latrone 
viatare, 

" The sevenlihe is welle of wise- 
And fewe wordes sheweth; [dom, 
Therfore lordes albweth hym Utel, 
Or listneih to his resoa, 9M4 

For he tempreth thetongeto trathe- 
And no tresor coveiteth. [ward, 
Sapientia temperairix, 

'^ The dghtethe is a lele labour. 
And looth to take mooTO 
Than he may wel deserve, 
In somer or in wynter. [losse, 
And if he chaffareth, hechargeth no 
Mowe he charite Wynne. 
Negotium sine dairmo^ 9544 

*'*' The nyntheis sweteto thesoule, 
No sugre is swetter. 
For pacience is payn 
For poverte hymselve. 
And sobretee swete dr3nike 
And good leche in siknesse. 
Thus lered me a lettred man^ 
For oure Lordes love of hevene ; 
Saint Austyn a blessed Kf 
Withouten bisynesse ladde 
For body and for soule, 
Absque solHcitudine felicitas* 9M6 
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Now God, that alle good gy veth, 
GrauQte his soule reste 
That this first wroot to wissen men 
What poverte was to mene !" 
<< Alias !" quod Haukyn the actif 
man tho, 
" That after my cristendom 
I ne hadde he deed and dolven 
For Do-welis sake I 
So hard it is," quod Haukyn, 
" To lyve and to do no synne. 
Synne seweth «& erere," quod he, 
And sory gan wexe^ 9se» 

And wepte water with luse eighen. 
And weyled the tyme 

That he evere dide dede 

That deere God ^splesed; 

Swouned and sohhed 

And siked ful ofte 

That evere he hadde lond outher 

Lasse other moore, [lordshipe, 

Or maistrie over any man 

Mo than of hymselve. gsrs 

" I were noght worthi, wootGod !* 
quod Haukyn, 

" To werien any clothes, 

Ne neither sherte ne shoon, 

Save for shame one 

To covere my careyne," quod he> 

And cride mercy faste, 

And wepte and wailede ; 

And therwith I awakede. gs^ 



Ptasus Decimus Quiniw, eic. fnil 
Do-teel, et incipit Do-bet. 

AC after my wBk}^ge, stssr 
It was wonder loDge 
Er I koude k;nddy 
Knowe what was Do-wel. 
And BO my wit wees and wanyed, 
Til I a fool weere ; 
And some lakkede my lif. 
Allowed it fewe, 
And lete me for a lore), 
And tooth to reverencen 
Lordes or ladies, 
Or any lif ellia ; 

As persons in pelure, 9:99 

With pendauntz of silver ; 
To aergeauntz ne to swiche 
Seide I noght ones 
" God loke yow, lordes I" 
Ne loutede faire ; 
That folk helden me a foot, 
And in that folie I raved. 
Til reson hadde mthe on me, 
And rokked me a-slepe, 
HI I seigh, as it eorcerie were, 
A Hotil thyng withalle ; s6io 
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Oon withoaten tonge and teeth 9611 

Tolde me whider I sholde, 

And wherof I cam, and of what 

kynde; 
I conjured hym at the laste. 
If he were Cristes creature 
Anoon me to tellen. [he, 

^'I am Cristes creature," quod 
** And cristene in many a place. 
In Cristes court y-knowe wel, 
And of his kyn a party. 
Is neither Peter the porter, 9621 
Nor Poul with his fauchon. 
That wole defende me the dore, 
Dynge I never so late ; 
At mydnyght, at mydday. 
My vois so is knowe. 
That ech a creature of his court 
Welcometh me faire." 

"What are ye called," quod I, 
" in that court. 
Among Cristes peple?" [quod he, 

" The whiles I quikne the cors," 
" Called am I Anima ; 9632 

And whan I wilne and wolde. 
Animus ich hatte ; 
And for that I kan knowe. 
Called am I Mens;^ 
And whan I make mone to God, 
Memoria is my name ; 
And whan I deme domes. 
And do as truthe techeth, 
Thanne is Ratio my righte name, 
Reson on Englisshe ; 96M 
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And whAQ I feek that folk telleth, 
My firste name is Seiumf, 
And that is nit and wisdom. 
The welle of alle craftes ; 
And whan I cbalange or dialmge 
Chepe or refase, [nogm, 

Tbaone am I Conteieitce j-caHeA, 
Goddes clerk and his notarie ; 
And whan I lore leelly 
Oure Lord and Me oUiere, 
Thanne is tele Love my name. 
And in Latyn Amor ; gat* 

And whan I flee fro the fiesahe. 
And foriake the cayrene, 
Thanne am 1 a spirit spechelesB, 
Spirilua thanne icfae hatte. 
Austyn and Yaodarus, 
Either of hem bothe. 
Nempnede me thns to name, 
And now thow myght chese 
How thow coreitest to calle me. 
For now thow knowest my names." 
Anima pro dtversU aclitmibus di- 
verta nomina sortitttr; dum 
vivifieal corput, anima tat; 
dum vult, animw ett ; dum 
scit, men* ett ; ditm recolit, 
memoria eti ; dum judicaf, 
ratio ttl; dtim atntit, tensu* 
est ; dum amat, amor ett ; 
dum negat vel coRsentil, con~ 
scienlia eil ; dttm spirat, tpp. 
rilui Mi. 
" Ye ben as a bisBhope," quod I, 
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Al bourdynge tiiat tyme ; 9O77 

** For bisshopes y-bkssed, 

Thei beretb roanye namesy 

Prmiul and pantifeXy 

And tnetropolitanus. 

And otbere names an beep, 

Episctypus and pastor " 

'^ Tnat is sootb," teide he ; 
^^ Now I se thi wille ; 
Thow woldest knowe and konne 
The cause of alle my names, 
And of me, if thow myghtest, gen 
Me thynketh by thi speehe." 

" Ye, sire," I seide, 
^' By so no man were greved, 
Alle the sciences mtder sonne. 
And alle the sptile craftes, 
I wolde I knewe and kouthe 
Kyndely in myn herte." 

** Thanne artow inparfit," quod he, 
'^ And oon of Prides knyghtes ; 
For swich a lust and likyng 
Lucifer fel from hevene." 9099 

Panam pedem meum in aquiioney ei 
similis ero altissimo, 

'^ It were ayeins kynde," quod he. 
And alle kynnes reson. 
That any creature sholde konne al, 
Except Crist oone: 
Ayein swiche Salomon speketh, 
And despiseth hir wittes, 
And seith, Stent qui mel comedit 
mtUtum, non e$t%i bonum; sic 
qui serutiUor est majestatis^ 



« 
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oppriwutmr m florim, [menei 
" To Eaglinhe men thia is ta 
That mowen speke lod befc. 
The man that aaAe }ioaf etetb, 
Hi> mawe h englejimeth ; 
And the nowe that a man 
Of good nwtere hereth, 
Bat he do thosfter. 
It dooth hvm double scathe. 
Btalus etl, soth s«nt Bernard, 
Qui Mcripiurot legit. 
El verba vtrlil m opera gT« 

Follicbe to his poorer. 
Coveitise to konne 
And to knone sdencee, 
Putte ont fA ParadiB 
Adam and Eve. 
Sciatlite appeliitu hominem inmor- 

talitalii gloria tpoliavit. 
" And right as hoaj ia yrel to 
And en^flejtneth the mawe ; [defie, 
Right so he that thonigb reson 
Wolde the root« knowe 9Ti» 

Of God and of hise grete mygbtes, 
Hise graces it letteth. 
For in the likynge lith a pridei 
And licames coveitise, 
Ayein CriateB counseil 
And aUe clerkes techynge; 
That is Non plut tapere quam Opor- 

let tapere. 
" Freres and fele otbere maistreB, 
That to lewed men prechen, 

n tnateres unmesurable 
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To tellen of the Tiinite, 0745 

That ofte tymes the lowed peple 

Of hir faileve doute. 

Bettre it were to manye doctours 

To leven swich techyng, 

And tellen men of the ten com* 

aundmentz, 
And touchen the sevene synnes, 
And of the hraunches that buijon- 

eth of hem, 
And bryngen men to helle, 
And how that folk in foUes 97M 
Misspenden hir fyye wittes, 
As wel freres as oother folk 
Foliliche spenden 
In housynge, in haterynge, 
And in to heigh clergie shew3mge, 
Moore for pompe than for pure 
The peple woot the sothe, [charite, 
That I lye noght, loo I 
For lordes ye plesen, 
And reverencen the riche 
The rather for hir silver. 9765 

Confundaniur omnes pti adorant 

sculptilia. Et alibi : Ut quid 

diligitis vanitatem, et qu<eriti$ 

fnendacium* 
^' Gooth to the gloseof thise vers, 
Ye grete clerkes ; 
If I lye on yow to my lewed wit, 
Ledeth me to brennyng. 
For as it semeth, ye forsaketh 
No mannes almesse ; 
Of usurers, of hoores, 9770 



I 
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Of avaroose chapmoi ; 9777 

And loaten to thise kxrdes 
That mowen lene jom noUes^ 
Ajein yonre rule and retigioBy 
I take record at Jhesos, 
That aeide to hise discipkes, 
Ne sitis penonarum aceepiorm. 
Of this matere I myghte 
Make a long bible ! 
Ac of curatours of cristen peple, 
As derkes bereth wknesse, 
I shal teUen it» for tmthes sake« 
Take hede who so liketh. srsd 

*' As holynesse and honeste 
Out of holy chirche spredeih 
Thorugh lele Ubbynge men 
That Goddes hiwe techen; 
Right so out of holi chirdke 
AUe yveles spryngeth. 
There inparfit preesthode is, 
Prechours and techeris. 
I se it by enaaunple 
In somer tyme on trowes ; 9190 
Ther some bowes ben leyed* 
And some bereth none, 
Ther is a meschief in Uie more 
Of swiche manere bowes. 

'* Right so hi persons and preestes, 
And prechours of holi chirche, 
That aren roote of the right feith 
To rule the peple« 
And ther the roote is roten, 
Reson woot the sothe, 
Shal nevere flour ne fruyt gsio 
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Ne ffdr leef be greene. ysii 

For-thi wolde ye, lettrede, leve 

The lecherie of elothyng ; 

And be kynde, as bifel for clerkes, 

And curteise of Cristes goodes, 

Trewe of youre tonge, 

And of youre tail botbe. 

And katien to here hariotrie. 

And noght to underfonge 

Tithes, but of trewe thyng, 

Y-tilied or cha^ared; 

Lotfae were lowed men, g&n 

But thei youre loore fotwede, 

And amendeden hem Ihatmysdoon 

Moore for youre ensaumples. 

Than for to prechen and preiren it 

Ypocrine it semeth ; [noght, 

The which in Latyn 

1b likned to a dongehill 

That were bi-snewed with mow, 

And snakes withinne; 

Or to a wal that were whit-lymed. 

And were foul withinne. gess 

" Right so manye preestes, 
Ppechours and prelates, [^paroles, 
Ye aren enblaunched wiui beh 
And with clothes also ; 
Ac yonre werkes and youre wordes 
Aren fill unloveliche. [ ther under, 
Johannes Crisostomus 
Of clerkes speketh and preestes : 
Sieut de tempio omne oonmmpro- 
gredihir, ste de tempio omne 
malwn procedit. Si saeerdo^ 
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Hum integrum fuerit, totafich 
ret eccleiia ; si autem corrupt 
turn fuent, omnis fides mar^ 
cida esU Si sacerdotium/u&' 
rit in peccatis, totus populus 
convertitur ad peecandum. Si" 
cut cum videris arhorem palli' 
dam et marcidam, intelligis 
quod vitium habet in radice* 
Ita cum videris p&pulum indis^ 
ciplinatum et irreligiosum, sine 
dubio sacerdotium ejus non est 
sanum. g«s7 

^^ If lewed men wiste 
What this Latyn meneth. 
And who was myn auctooTy 
Muche wonder me thinketh, 
But if many a preest beere, 
For hir baselardes and hir broches, 
A peire of bedes in hir hand. 
And a book under hir arme. 
Sire Johan and sire Geffrey 
Hath a girdel of silver, 9067 

A baselard or a ballok-knyf, 
With botons over gilte ; [jJow 
Ac a porthors that sholde be his 
Placebo to sigge, 

Hadde he nevere service to save sil- 
Seith it with ydel wille. [ver therto. 

" Alias I ye lewed men, 
Muche lese ye on preestes. 
Ac thing that wikkedly is wonne, 
And with false sl^htes, 
Wolde nevere the wit of witty God 
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But wikkede men it hadde, 9079 
The whiche am preestes inparfitey 
And prechours after silver, 
Executours and sodenes, 
Somonours and hir lemmannes ; 
That that with gile was geten, 
Ungraciousliche is despended ; 
So harlotes and hores 
Am holpe with swiche goodes, 
AndGoddes folk, for defautetherof, 
For-feuren and spillen. 

^' Curatours of holy kirke, 9090 
As clerkes that ben avarouse, 
Lightliche that thei leven, 
Losels it habbeth, 
Or deieth intestate, 
And thanne the bisshope entreth 
And maketh murthe thermyd, 
And hise men bothe, 
And seyen he was a nygard 
That no good myghte aspare 
To frend ne to fremmed, 
The fend have his soule I 9901 

For a wrecchede hous held he 
Al his lif tyme ; 

And that he spared and bisperede, 
Dispende we in murthe, 
By lered, by lowed. 
That looth is to despende. 
Thus goon hire goodes. 
Be the goost faren. 
Ac for goode men, God woot ! 
Greet doel men maken. 
And bymeneth goode mete g3rrere9, 
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And ID Hjnde bavcAfa, 



And in paHU durite." 

" What is durite?" quod I tbo. 
" A duldisshe thjng," he aeide. 
" Xiti effeMtatini parvuli, no* m- 

trahiti* M rtyttum ccelomm. 
Withouten lanntelti or folie, 
A &e liberal wiUe." 

" Where sholde nun fynde bwvUi 
With so fre an berte?" [a fraid, 
" 1 have Ijred in londe," quod he, 
" My name is Lwige-wille ; 99U 
And fond I nevere fill eharite 
Bjfore ne bihynde. 
Men betli merciable 
To mendiuaunU and to poore, 
And wollen lene ther thei lere 
Lelly to ben paied. 
Ac charite tlot Poul prcjsetb beat. 
And moost ptesaunt to oure Lord, 
la Non in^alur, ntnt ttl ambUioia, 
non quiBrii qna *na xani, etc. 

" I seigh nevere swich a man, 
So me God helpe I 99st 

That he ne wolde oAe after his. 
And outher while coveile 
Thyng that neded hym nogbt, 
And nyme it, if he mygbte. 

" Clerkea koane me 
That Crist is in alle places ; 
Ac I seigh hym nevere soothly, 
But as myself in a mironr : 

'e tunc facie ad fmciem. 
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And 80 I trove ti 'c wdji, 99*7 

By that men telleth of charity 
ft is no^it Ghaumpions figfaty 
Nechaffare,«sItrowe. {letknoght, 

'' Cfaarite," quod be, ^ne chaffii- 
Ne chalangetii, ne cxsiredi ; 
As proud of a peoy, 
As of a pound of golde ; 
And is ai ^ad of a gotwne 
Of a stay nttset. 
As of a tnnyck of Tane» 
Or of trie acarleL 99» 

He is giad wi& aile gladev 
And good til alle wikkede, 
And leveth and lovetli atte 
That oure Lord made* 
Corseth he no creature, 
Ne he kan beoe no wralibe, 
Ne no liJcynge hath to lye* 
Ne hiugbe men to seome ; 
Al that meai seyn, fae iset it sooth. 
And in solace talteth, 
And alle manere neacfaieis 9969 
In myldffliesse he «uA;etlu 
Coireitetib he noon eriiiely good. 
But heFene riche blisse. 
Hath he aaye rentes or zidbesse. 
Or aoy riche frendes. 

^ Of nentes nor of lidiesse 
Ne rekketh he nevere ; 
For a frend that fyndetii liym, 
Failed hym ne^ieve at n ede. 
Fiat voluntas tua 
Fynt hym evere moore ; 99bo 

X 



306 THE VISION OF 

And if he soupeth, eteth but a sop 
Of spera in Deo. [noster. 

He kan portreye wel the pater- 
And peynte it with aves ; 
And outher while he is woned 
To wenden on pilgrymages, 
Ther poore men and prisons Uggeth, 
Hir pardon to have. 
Though he here hem no breed. 
He bereth hem swetter Mode, 
Loveth hem as oure Lord biddeth. 
And loketh how thei fare, [werk, 

** And whan he is wery of that 
Than wole he som tyme 
Labouren in lavendrye 
Wel the lengthe of a mile, 
And yeme into youthe, 
And yepeliche speke 
Pride with al the appurtenaunces. 
And pakken hem togideres. 
And bouken hem at his brest, 
And beten hem clene. 
And leggen on longe, looos 

With laboravi in gemitu meo ; 
And with warm water at hise eighen 
Wasshen hem after. [doth so, 

And thanne he syngeth whan he 
And som tyme seith wepynge, 
Cor contritum et humiliatumy Detis, 
nondespicies" [hym," quod I, 

" By Crist 1 1 wolde that I knewe 
" No creature levere I" 

" Withouten help of Piers Plow- 
man," quod he, loois 
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*' His persone sestow nevere." 

" Wneitherclerkesknowenhym/' 
« That kepen holi kirke ?" [quod I, 

** Clerkes have no knowyng/' 
quod he, 
** But by werkes and by wordes. 
Ac Piers the Plowman 
Pareeyveth moore dapper 
"What is the wille and wherfore 
That many wight suffreth. 
Et vidit JbetAS cogitationes earum. 
For ther are ful proude herted men, 
Pacient of tonge, ioo«5 

And buxome as of berynge 
To burgeises and to lordes. 
And to poore peple 
Han pepir in the nose, 
And as a lyoun he loketh, 
Ther men lakken hise werkes. 

*^ For ther are beggeris and bid- 
Bedemen as it were, [deris, 

Loken as lambren, 
And semen ful holy ; 10035 

Ac it is moore to have hir mete 
With swich an esy manere, 
Than for penaunce and perfitnesse, 
The poverte that swiche taketh. 

" Therfore by colour ne by clergie 
Knowe shaltow nevere, 
Neither thorugh wordes ne werkes, 
But thorugh wil oone. 
And that knoweth no clerk, 
Ne creature on erthe, 
But Piers the Plowman, 1004^ 
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Petrut, i. Ckrittm, vma 

For be Bys nogfat in loUeriB, 

Ne te loud hfMm bepemrtei, 

Ke M uteres diera & bw nimi^h, 

AUe Hwiche thei ^tes. 

Fy on &itonrs, 

And in/auHorm mot t 

For cbariti is Goddei chunpiM), 

And u a good «faild hcBde, 

And the muriegte of nootfa 

At noete nbere ke tittetfa. ioost 

The love t^t tith in liis htrte, 

Maketh liym light 4^ apeidie. 

And is CdmjHUgnaUe and eonfwu- 

Ab Crist bit bymselve. ftii; 

Nolile fieri sicui hypoerUte tritte*. 

For I have eefea hym in ulk, [ttc 

And som tyme ia russet, 

Bothe ia grey and in grys. 

And in gilt hameia; 

And as gladHche be h gaf 

To gomes that it nedcd. 

" Edmond and Eivfari isMtg 
Bothe m^a kjaget. 
And eeintos y-^A, 
For charit^ Ma foln«d«. 

" I have y-eeyen chttrite also 
Syngen and reden, 
Riden and rennen 
In raggede wcdes ; 
Ac biddynge as beggeos 
Biheld I hym nevere. 
Ac in riche reJMi 
Ualhosl he walk«th, taooo 
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Y-caBed aad y-crywyl^ toesi 

A94 bis crowne y-sluiTe; 

Aod in a ^re9 nokke 

He was j'^lbimd^ii ooesy 

Ac U is fern <igo» 

In seint Fraunceis tymf : 

In that secte sithlbe 

To selde hath W b^ to/oQifin 

<' Ridie men he reoonaondetb* 
A»d of hir robeft take^^ 
Tbafc wttbouten wiles 
Le4etb bii lyvea. lorgs 

Beatwi est Hv^ qui^ elc 

" In kjiiges ^uHbe cop^etb pfte» 
Ther the counseil is trewe; 
Ac if coveitise be of the coun^eiU 
He wol i^ogbt cQine tberinne. 

" In qpwt Ainanges jape^ 
He cometb nogbl but selde, 
For braulyng^ and bakbityng^, 
And berynge of fals witn^sse- 

''In the oonsiatorie blfore tbfi 
commiasarie iotp9 

He cometb nogbt but ofte ; 
For hir lawe dureth over longe. 
But if th^i bK^hen ailTer, 
And matrimoyne for ^lo^eie 
M aken and unmaken ; 
And that conscience and Crist 
Hath y-tknyt faste, 
Thei undoQO it unwortbilji 
Tho dortours of biwe* 

'' Ac I ne lakk^ no lif, 
But, Lord, amende us aUe, lous 
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And gyre us grace, good Grod, 

Cbarite to folwe. [hym. 

For who so myglite meete myd 

Swiche maneres hym eileth, 

Neither he blamelh ne bannetb, 

BofiteUi nepreisethy 

Lakketh ne loseth, 

Ne loketh np steme, 

Craveth ne coveiteth, 

Ne crieth after moore. loiss 

In pace in idipsum darmiam, etc, 

*' The mooste liflode that he ly v- 
Is love in Goddes passion ; [eth by. 
Neither he biddeth ne beggeth, 
Ne borweth to yelde, 
Misdooth he no man, 
Ne with his mouth greveth. 

^' Amonges cristene men 
This myldenesse sholde laste, 
In alle manere angres 
Have this at herte, 
That theigh thei suffi*ede al this, 
God suffrede for us moore, iois6 
In ensample we sholde do so, 
And take no vengeaunce 
Of oure foes that dooth us falsnesse, 
That is oure fadres wille. 

*< For wel may every man wite, 
If God hadde wold h3rmselve, 
Sholde nevere Judas ne Jew 
Have Jhesu doon on roode, 
Ne ban martired Peter ne Foul, 
Ne in prison bolden. 
Ac he suffrede in ensample 10147 
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That we sholde suffren also, ni4s 
And seide to swiche that suffire 
That paiienies vincunL [wolde, 

" Verbi graiioy** quod he, 
^^ And verray ensamples manye, 
In Legenda Sanctorum^ 
The lif of holy seintes, 
What penaunce and poverte 
And passion thei suf&ede, 
In hunger, in hete, 
In alle manere angrres. 

'* Antony and Egidie, 10159 

And othere holy fadres, 
Woneden in wudemesse 
Among wilde heestes ; 
Monkes and mendinauntz, 
Men hy hemselve, 
In spekes and in spelonkes, ^ 
Selde speken togideres. 

'' Ac neither Antony ne Egidie, 
Ne heremyte that tyme. 
Of leons ne of leopardes 
No liflode ne toke ; 10170 

But of foweles that fleeth, 
Thus fyndeth men in hokes. 
Except that Egidie 
After an hynde cride, [heest 

And thorugh the my Ik of that mylde 
The man was sustened ; 
And day hi day hadde he hire noght 
His hunger for to slake. 
But selden and sondry tymes, 
As seith the hook and techeth. 

^ Antony a dayes, loisi 
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Aboute noon tyne^ Knee 

Hadde a brid ihat bron^iite hym 
That be by Ijrede; [breed, 

And thoi^b the gome hadde a gest, 
God fond hem bofche. 

^* Poul primmt keremita 
Hadde parroked hymselTey 
That no man mygiite faym se 
For mosse and for kfves; 
Foweles hym fedde 
Fele yryntres -witfaaUe^ 
Til he foundede freres 10193 

Of Austynes oxdre. 
Poul, after his prechyng, 
Paniers he made. 
And wan with hise hondes 
That his wombe neded, 

^* Peter fisshed for his foode. 
And his felawe Andrew ; 
S(Kn thei solde and som thei soden. 
And so thei \yred bothe. 

*^ And also Marie Mandeleyne 
By mores lyvede and dewes, losio 
Ac moost dioragh devocion 
And mynde of God ahnyghty. 
I sholde noght thise seven daies 
Siggen hem alle, 

That lyveden thns for onre Lordes 
Many longe yeres. [love 

'' Ac ther ne was leon ne leopard 
That on laondes wenten, 
Neither here ne boor, 
Ne oother beest wilde, 
That ne fil to hir feet, losis 
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And fawned with tlie tsiUes ; ioci6 

And if thei koutlie btn y-curped, 

By Crist ! as I trowe, 

Thei wolde haTe y-Hed that folk 

Bifore wild foweles. 

Ac Grod aente hem f oode hj Ibweles, 

And hy no fierse bcestev. 

In menynge that nwke ihyngr 

Mylde thyng shcMe fede. 

** Ae who seith rdigionsea 
Rightfulle men sholde ^de. 
And lawefnUe men to HMoly men 
Liflode sholde brynge ; ' locsa 

And thanne wolde lordes and ladies 
Be looth to agulte, 
And to taken of hir tenanntz 
Moore than trouthe wolde, 
Founde thei that freres 
Wolde forsake hir ahnesses, 
And bidden hem here it 
There it was y-borwed. 
For we ben Goddes foweles, 
And abiden alwey los^s 

Til briddes brynge ns 
That we sholde lyre by. 
For hadde ye potage and payn 
And peny ale to drynke, [y-nogh. 
And a mees thennyd 
Of o maner kynde^ 
Ye hadde right y-nogh, ye religi- 
And so youre rule me tolde. [ouse, 
Nunquatn, dieii Job, ritgti onager 
cum herbam kahuerit, aut mil- 
giet has cum anU plenum prm* 
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sepe steterii. Brutorum ani" 
malium natura ie condemnat, 
quia cum eis pabulum commune 
iufficiat, ex adipe prodiit tm- 
quitas tua, 

*^ Klewed men knewe this Latyn, 
Thei wolde loke whom thei yeve, 
And avisen hem hifore, 
A fyve dayes or sixe, 
£r thei amortisede to monkes 
Or chanons hir rente. 
Alias I lordes and ladies, ios6o 

Lewed counseil have ye, 
To gyve from youre heires 
That youre aiels yow lefte, 
And gyveth it to hidde for yow 
To swiche that hen riche, 
And ben founded and feffed ek 
To hidde for othere. 

^^ Who perfoumeth this prophecie 
Of the peple that now lihbeth ? 
DisperHt, dedit pauperihus. loero 

" If any peple perioume that text, 
It are thise poore freres ; 
For that thei beggen aboute, 
In buyldynge thei spende it, 
And on nemself som, 
And swiche as ben hir laborers ; 
And of hem that habbeth thei taken, 
And gyveth hem that habbeth. 

^* Ac clerkes and knyghtes. 
And communers that ben riche, 
Fele of yow fareth 
As if I a forest hadde loeas 
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That were ial o£ iaire ireeMf 

And I fondede and caste 

How I myghte mo therinne 

Amonges hem sette. 
" Right so, ye riche, 

Ye roheth that ben riche, 

And helpeth he^i thathelpeth yow. 

And gyveth ther no nede is. 

As who so filled a toune 

Of a f ressh ryver. 

And wente forth with that water 

To woke with Temese ; 1029^ 

Right so, ye riche, 

Ye robeth and fedeth 

Hem that han as ye han, 

Hem ye make at ese. ^ 

** Ac religiouse that riche ben, 

Sholde rather feeste beggeris 

Than burgeises that riche ben, 

As the book teeheth. 

Quia sacrilegium est res pauperum 
rum pawperibus dare. Item: 
Peccatoribus dare, est damoni- 
bus immolare. Hem: Mou" 
ache, si indices &t acdpis, p<h 
tius das quam acdpis ; si au- 
tern nan eges et acdpis, rapis* 
Porro non indiget mo^nackus, si 
habeat quod natura suffidL 
^^ For-thi I counseille alle cristene 

To conformen hem to charite. 

For charite withouten chalangynge 

Unchargeth the soule, 

And many a prison fram purgatorie 
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Thurogb hise inreieres be deliv«fe^ 
Ac ther is a oefaute in the folk 
That the feith kepeth ; 
Wherfore folk is the febfer> 
And noght fenn of bileve^ 
As in lusshebnrwes is a lather alay. 
And yet loketh he.bk a slerlyng, 
The iherk of that monee is g^od, 
Ac the metal is feble» 

^' And so it fareth bj sun folk 
Thei ban a fair speehe^ [now» 

Crowne and enstendom, losee 

The kynges mark of beveoe; 
Ac the metal, that is mannea soule. 
With synne ia foule alayed« 
Bothe lettred and lewed 
Beth alayed now with aynne. 
That no lif loketh ootbi^, 
Ne oure Lord, as it semetb. 
For thorugh werre and wikkede 
Andwederesunresonable, [werkes, 
Weder-wise shipmen, 
And witty clerkes also, 10339 

Han no bilete to the Hfte, 
Ne to the loore of Philosofres. 

** Astronomiens al day 
In bir art &illen, 
That whilom warned bifore 
What sbolde falle after. 

<< Shipmen and shepherdes, 
That with ship and sheep wenten, 
Wisten by the walkne 
What sbolde bitide. 
As of wedres and wyndes louo 



^P5^S 



PIERS FLOUOHMAN. 317 

Tkm warned men ofte. 4os»i 

" Tilierh) that tiled the erthe, 
Tolden hir tttLstres^ 
By tike seed that thei «ewe, 
What thei selle m]73ghte> [by, 

And what to lene, and what to lyve 
The lond was so trewe. 

'' Nowfaileth the folk oftheflood. 
And of the lond bathe, 
Shepherdes and shiptmen, 
Aad so do tfaise tifieiis, io96i 

Neidier thei Icosmeth ne Imowcth 
Oon oours bifore anothw • 

^ Astrottomyens also 
Aren at hir wittes ende. 
Of that was ^alculed of titie efement 
The contrarie thei fynde; 
Grammer, the ^;roand of al, 
Bigileth now children. 
For is noon 'of thise newe derkes, 
Who so nymeth faede, 10371 

Naught <K>n among an hnadred 
That an aactour fcam ooastruwdy 
Ne rede a lettre m any laogage 
But in Latyn or in Engfissh. 

" Go now to any degree, 
And but if gile be znaister. 
And flaterere his felawe 
Under hym to fourmen, 
Muche wonder me thynkelh 
Amonges us alle, 
Doctours of decrees 
And of divinite maistres, 
That sholde konne and knowe ior»4 
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Alle kynnes clergie, losss 

And answere to argumentz, 

And also to a quodlibet ; 

I dar noght siggen it for shame, 

If swiche were apposed, 

Thei sholde faillen of hir philoso- 

And in phisik bothe. [phie, 

" Wherfore I am a-fered 
Of folk of holy kirke, [doon. 

Lest thei overhuppen, as oothere 
In office and in houres ; losgs 

And if they overhuppe, as I hope 
Oure bileve suffiseth ; [noght. 

As clerkes in Corpus Christi feeste 
Syngen and reden, 
That sola fides sufficit 
To save with lewed peple ; 
And so may Sarzens be saved, 
Scribes and Jewes. 

*^ Alias, thanne ! but our loores* 
Lyve as thei leren us, [men 

And for hir ly^npge that lewed men 
Be the lother God agulien. 10407 
For Sarzens ban somwhat 
Semynge to oure bileve ; 
For thei love and bileve 
In persone almyghty, 
And we, lered and lewed, 
In oon God almyghty ; 
And oon Makometh, a man. 
In mysbileve broughte 
Sarzens of Surree, 
And see in what manere. 

" This Makometh was a cristene 
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And for he moste noght ben a pope 
Into Surrie he soughte, 
And thorugh hise sotile wittes 
He daunted a dowre. 
And day and nyght hire fedde, 
The com that she croppede 
He caste it in his ere ; 
And if he among the peple preched. 
Or in places come, 
Thanne wolde the colvere come 
To the clerkes ere 
•Menynge as after mete, — 10490 
Thus Makometh hire enchauntede ; 
And didefolk thanne falle on knees, 
For he swoor in his prechyng 
That the colvere that com so. 
Com from God of hevene, 
As messager to Makometh, 
Men for to teche. 
And thus thorugh wiles of his wit, 
And a whit dowve, 
Makometh in mysbileve 
Men and wommen broughte ; 10441 
That lyved tho there and lyve yit 
Leeven on hise lawes. 

*' And siththe oure Saveour suf- 
The Sarzens so bigiled [fred, 

Thorugh a cnstene clerk, 
Acorsed in his soule I 
For drede of the deeth 
I dar noght telle truthe, 
How Englisshe clerkes a colvere 
That eoveitise highte, [fede 

And ben manered after Makometh, 
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That no sqebzi vaes&t trovdie. umss 

" Ancres and beremyteiy 
And monkes and freres, 
Peeren to the aposdei 
Thorog'h hire paifit l^vyugv? 
Wolde nc^ere the feitiiM fukr 
That hise mmiBtiea sholde 
Of tiraantz that teneth tiewe men 
Taken any almesse, 
But doon as Antony ^^de, 
Dominyk and Frannceys, 
Beneit and Bernard, m^ 

Hie whiche hem first taagMe 
To lyve by litei, and inlowe lnonBes, 
By lele mennes almesse. 
Grace sholde growe and be grane 
Thorugh hir goode l3rvynge; 
And folkes sholden faire, 
That ben in diverae siknesse. 
The bettre for hir faiddyngei 
In body and in souk. 
Hir preieres vnd hir penaimDeB 
To pees sholde brynge imts 

Alle that "ben at dJebaat, 
And bedemen were trewe. 
Petite et uccipi^is, etc^ 
Salt saveth the catd, 
Siggen thise wi^es, 
Vos estis sal ierr^ eh. 
The hevedes of holy cMrdte, 
And thei holy were, 
Crist calleth hem salt 
For cristene soules. 
£t 4ti scdevaniietHt mqueMUeiur^etc, 
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** For fressh ftessh outher fissh. 
Whan it salt foilleth, loias 

It is unsavory for sothe, 
Y-soden or y-rbake ; 
So is mannes soole, soothly, 
That seeth no goode ensamples 
Of hem of holi chirche. 
That the hdghe wey sbolde teche> 
And be gide, and go bifore. 
As a good banyer ; 
And hardie h^ that bihynde ben, 
And gyi^e hem good evidence. 

" EUevene holy men ioi99 

Al the world tomede 
Into lele bileve ; 
The lightloker me thinketh 
Sholde alle maner men, 
We ban so manye maistres, 
Preestes and prechours. 
And a pope above, 
That Goddes salt sholde be 
To save mannes soule. 

'^ Al was hethynesse som t3nne 
Engelond and Walls, iomo 

Til Gregory garte derkes 
To go here and preche ; 
Austyn at Caunterbury 
Cristnede the kyng, 
And thorugh miracles, as men now 
Al that marche he tomede [rede, 
To Crist and to cristendom, 
And cros to honoure ; 
And follede folk faste, 
And the feith taughte, ]omo 
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Moore thorogh miracles ioasi 

Than thorugh muche precbyng, 
As wel thorugh hise werkes 
As mth. hise holy wordes, 
And seide hem what fullynge 
And feith was to mene. 

*^ Clooth that Cometh fro the 
Is noght comly to were, [wevyng 
Til it be fulled under foot 
Or in fuUyng stokkes, 
Wasshen wel with water, 
And with taseles craeched^ losse 
Y»touked and y-teynted^ 
And under tailloors hande; 
Right so it fareth by a bam^ 
That bom is of a wombe, 
Til it be cristned in Cristes name> 
And confermed of the bisshope, 
It is hethene as to heyene-ward. 
And help-lees to the soule. 
Hethen is to mene after heeth 
And untiled erthe, 
As in wilde wildemesse ioms 

Wexeth wilde beestes, 
Rude and unresonable, 
Rennynge withouten cropiers. 

" Ye mynnen wel how Mathew 
How a man made a feste ; [seith, 
He fedde him with no venyson, 
Ne fesauntz y-bake, 
But with foweles that fram hym 
But folwede his whistlyng. [nolde, 
Ecce altilia mea, et omnia parata 

sunt 
And with calves flessh he fedde 
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The folk that he lovede. io5s6 

'' The calf bitokneth clennesse 
In hem that kepeth lawes. 
For as the cow thoragh kynde mylk 
The calf norisseth til an oxe ; 
So love and leaute 
Lele men susteneth, 
And maidenes and mylde men 
Mercy desiren, 
Right as the cow calf 
Coveiteth melk ^wete, 
So doon rightfiille men 10567 

Mercy and truthe. 

'* Ac who beth that excuseth hem 
That ben persons and preestes, 
That hevedes of holy chirche ben. 
That ban hir wil here 
Withoaten travaille the tithe deel 
That trewe men biswynken ; 
Thei wol be tn'ooth for I write thus, 
Ac to witnesse I take 
Bothe Mathew and Marc, 
And Memento Domine David* 

" What pope or prelat now 
Perfoumeth that Crist highte. 
Ite in universum mundum ei pre- 
dicate, etc, 

** Alias ! that men so longe 
On Makometh sholde bileve, 
So manye prelates to preche 
As the pope maketh, 
Of Nazareth, of Nyny ve, 
Of Neptalym and Damaske, 
That thei ne wenteas Christ wisseth, 
Sithen thei wille have name \mo 
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To be pastours and precbe 10591 

To lyve and to dye. 

Bonus pastor anmam suamponiii 

etc. 
And seide it in salvacion 
Of Sarzens and othere, 
For cristene and uncristene 
Crist seide to prechoars : 
Ite vos in vineam meam, eU;. 

^^ And sith that thise Sarzens^ 
Scribes and Jewes, 
Han a lippe of our bileve, io6o£ 
The lightlier me thynketh 
Thei sholde tame) who so traTailed 
To teche hem of the Trinit6w 
Quariie et invenietis, etc, 

" It is ruthe to redfe 
How rightwise men lyvede, 
How thei defouled hir flessh, 
Forsoke hir owene wille, 
Fer fro kjrth and fro kyn 
Yvele y-clothed yeden, 
Baddely y-bedded, 1061s 

No book but conscience, 
Ne no richesse but the roode 
To rejoisse hem inne. 
Ahsit nobis gloriari nisi in cruce 
Domini nostri, etc, 

^* And tho was plentee and pees 
Amonges poore and riche, 
And now is routhe to rede 
How the rede noble 
Is reverenced er the roode, 
And receyved for worthier 
Than Cristes cros, that overcam 
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Deeth and dodly synne. 10690 

And now is werre and wo ; 

And who so why asketh^ 

For coveitise after cros 

The croune stant in golde. 

Bothe riche and religious 

That roode thei honoure 

That in grotes is y-grave 

And in gold nobles. 

For coveitise of that cros, 

Men of holy kirke 

iShul tome as templers dide, icGsft 

The tyme approcheth faste. 

" Wite ye noght, ye wise men, 
How tho men honoured 
Moore tresor than trouthe, 
I dar noght telle the sothe» 
Reson and rightful doom 
The religiouse demede, 

" Right so, ye clerkes, 
For youre ooveitise, er longe, 
Shal thei demen do^ ecele^uBy 
And youre pride depose. 10648 

Deposuii poientes de sede, etc. 

'* If knyghthod and kynde wit 
And the commune by conscience 
Togideres love leelly, 
Leveth it wel, ye bisshopes, 
The lordshipe of youre londes 
For evere sfaul ye lese, 
And lyven as teviticif 
As oure Lord techeth. 
Per primitias et deoima$, ete» 

« Whan Costantyn of curteisie 
Holy kirke dowed 10660 
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With londes and ledes, 10661 

Lordshipes and rentes, 

An aungel men herden 

An heigh at Rome crye, 

Dos ecclesia this day 

Hath y-dronke veiwn, 

And tho that han Fetres power 

Am apoisoned alle. 

** A medicyne moot therto, 
That may amende prelates, 
That sholden preie for the pees, 
Possession hem letteth ; loGre 

Taketh hire landes, ye lordes. 
And leteth hem lyve by d3rmes. 

'* If possession be poison, 
And inparfite hem make, 
Good were to deschargen hem, 
For holy chirches sake. 
And purgen hem of poison, 
£r moore peril falle. 

" If preesthode were parfit. 
The peple sholde amende 
That contrarien Cristes lawe, loGss 
And cristendom dispise. 
For alle paynymes preieth. 
And parfitly bileveth 
In the holy grete God, 
And his grace thei asken. 
And make hir mone to Makometh 
Hir message to shewe. 
Thus in a feith leve that folk. 
And in a fals mene; 
And that is routhe for rightful men 
That in the reawme wonyen, 10694 
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And a peril to the pope lo^ 

Aud prelates that he maketh, 
That here bisshopes names 
Of Bethleem and Babibigne, 
That huppe aboute in Engelond 
To halwe mennes auter es, 
And crepe amooges curatours, 
Afld confessen ageyn the lawe* 
Nolite mitterefalcem in tnessem alu 

enam, etc. 
^* Many man for Cristes love 
Was martired in Romayne, 10705 
£r any cristendom was knowe there, 
Or any cros honoured. 

" Every bisshop that bereth cros, 
By that he is holden 
Tnorugh his province to passe, 
And to his peple to shewe hym, 
Tellen hem and techen hem 
On the Trinite to bileve, 
And feden hem with goostly foode. 
And gyve there it nedeth. 10715 
In damo mea nan est pants neque 

vestimentum^ etideo nolite con- 

stiiuere me regem, 
** Ozias seith for swiche 
That sike ben and feble, 
Inferie amnes decimas in horreum 

tneum, utsit cibus in damo mea, 
** Ac we cristene creatures 
That on the cros bileven, 
Am ferme as in the feith,« 
Goddes forbode ellis I [inne, 

And han clerkes to kepen us ther- 
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And hem that Bhul come after us, 

" And Jewes lyren in lele lawe, 
Oure Lord wroot it hyraselye 
Id stoon, for it stedefiurt was, 
And stonde sholde erere. 
Dilige Drum et proximtun. 
It ^rfit Jeweu tawe; 
And took it Moyaes to teehe men 
Til Messie cocmie ; 
And on that lawe tbei lyre ylt, 
And leten it the beate. 
And yit Imewe thei Crist mv 

Tkat cristMidoin tai^te 
For a parfit prophete 
Thftt muche peple savede 
Of selkouthe sores, 
Thei Bog^en it ofte, 
Botfae of miracles and merveUles, 
And how he men festede, 
With two fisshes and fyve lov«9 
Frve thousand peple ; 
And by that mangerie men myght« 
That Measie he semede, [wel se 
And whan he lifte up Lasw, iotji 
Thot teid was in grave. 
And under stoon deed and st«nk, 
\Vitb Btif vois hym callede ; 
I^zare, veiiiforai. 
Dido hym rise and rome, 
l{ig;ht bifore the Jewes. 

■• Ac tbei eeiden and eworen 
With Borcerie he wroughte, 
And studieden to struyen hym, 
And struyden hemadvej lorfi 
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And thorugh his pacience, hir power 
To pure noght he bronghte. 
Patientes vincunt 

'^ Daniel of hire undoynge 
Devyned and sdde, 
Cum mnctus sanctorum veniat, eeu 

sabit unctio veUra. 
And wenen tho wrecches 
That he were psezulo-praphetoy 
And that his loore be lesynges, 
And lakken it alle^ 
And hopen that he be to come i9r73 
That shai hem releve, 
Moyses eft or Messie 
Hir maistres yit devyneth. 

'* Ac Pharisees and Saraens, 
Scribes and Jewes, 
Am folk of oon feith, 
The fader God Ihei faonouren. 
And sithen that the Sarasens^ 
And also the Jewes, [leve, 

Konne the firste clause of oure hi* 
Credo in Deum patrem omnipotent 
tern, MT84 

Prelates of cristene provinces 
Sholde preve, if thei myghte^ 
To lere hem Htlum and Utlum 
Ei m Jeium Christum Jilium, 
Til thei kouthe speke uid spelle 
Et in Spiritum stmctumf 
And reden it and recorden it 
With remissumempeccatorum^ 
Camis resurrectionemy et vitam mtet" 
nam. Amtnr io7d3 



Patna Dedmm Seilu*, etc. el Pri~ 
MM* de Do-bel, 



" "^tT^W taire falle yow," quod 

l.\l I tho, 1079* 

*' For youre faire shewyng ; 

For Haukyns love, the actif man, 

Evere I shal yow lovye ! 

Ac yit 1 sm in & weer 

What charite ib to raene." 

" It is a fill trie tree," quod he, 
" Trewely to telle ; 
Mercy is the more therof. 
The myddul stok is nithe; 
TTie leves ben lele wordea, 
The lawe of holy chirche ; iinos 
The hlosmea beth buxom speche. 
And henigae lokynge ; 
Padence hatte the pure tree, 
Aad pure symple of herte ; 
And BO thonigh God and thorugh 

goode men, 
Growetb the fruyt charite." 

" I nolde travaille," quod I, " this 
tree to se, 
Twenty hnndred myle ; [fruyt, 
■And for to have my liille of that 
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Forsake alle othere saulees. 10815 
Lord I" quod I, ^* if any wight wite 
Wliider out it groweth." 

*' It groweth in a gardyn/' qnod 
'^ That God made hymselve, [he, 
Amyddes mannes body, 
The more is of that stokke, 
Herte highte the herber 
That it inne groweth. 
And liberum arbitrium 
Hath the lond the ferme 
Under Piers the Plowman, 10026 
To piken it and to weden it/' 

" Piers the Plowman I" quod I 
And al for pure joye [tho, 

That I herde nempne liis name, 
Anoon I swowned after. 
And lay longe in a lone dreem ; * 
And at the laste, me thoughte ' 
That Piers the Plowman 
Al the place me shewed, 
And bad me to toten on the tree, ' 
On top and on roote ; loe^ 

With, thre piles was it under-pight, 
I perceyved it soone. 

" Piers," quod I, " I preie thee, 
Whi stonde thise piles here ?" 

" For wyndes, wiltow wite^" ouod 
To witen it fro feJlyng. [he, 

Cum ceci€[eniju8iu8,noncollideturt 
quia Dominus supponit ma* 
num stuan* 
And in blowyng tyme, abite the 
But if thise piles helpe. [flowres^ 
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<< The world is a wikked wyird 
To hem that willen tnithe; . 
Coveitise comth of that wynd, 
And crepeth among the leves. 
And for-freteth neigh the fruyt 
TTiorughinanyefeiresightes; 
Thanne with the firste pH I palle 
That is Paientia Dei. .[h3rm diOwiH 

^* The fiessh is a fel wynd. 
And in flouryng tyme 
Thorugh liJcynge and lustes 
So loude he gynneth blowe, inaao 
That it norisseth nyoe s^tes> 
Aiid som tyme wordes^ 
And wikkede werkes ihero^ 
Wormes of synne. 
And for-hiteth the hlosmes 
Right to the bare leves* 

^* Thansette I to the secounde pil 
Sapientia Dei pairis; 
That is the passion and the power 
Of oure pnnce Jhesu. [aoBces, 
Thorugh preieres and though pen^ 
And Goddes passion in mynde, 
I save it til I se it ripen 
And som del y-fruyted. 

" And thanne fondetfa the fend 
My firuyt to destruye, 
With aUe the wiles that he kan; 
And waggeth the roote^ 
And easteth up to the crop 
Unkynde neighebores ; 
Bakbiteris breke the cheste^ 
Brawleris and chideris^ looee 
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And leith a laddre therto, mm 
Of lesynges are the ronges, 
An3 fecoheth awey my floores som 
Afore bothe myne eighen. [tyme 
Ac liberum arbUfium 
I^etteth hym som tyme. 
That is lieutenaimt to loken it wel, 
Bi leve' of myselve. 
Videaiit qui peccai in Spiritum 
sanctum nunquam remUietur, 
etc. Hoc est idem^ qui peccat 
per liberum arbitrium nan re- 
purgatur. 
** Ac whan the fend and the flessh 
Forth with the world 
Manacen bihynde me 
My fruyt for to fecche, i<m9 

Thanne liberum arbitrium 
Lfdccheth the firste plante, 
And palleth adoun the pouke^ 
Pureiiche tfaorugh grace 
And help of the Holy Goost, 
And thus have I the maistrie." 

*^Now fiiire fidle yowl Piers,** 
" So faire ye discryven [quod I, 
The power of thise postes, 
And hire propre myghtes* 
Ac I have thoughtes a throve • 
Of thise thre piles, 
In what wode thei woxen, 
And where that thei growed ; 
For alle are thei a^liche longe, 
Noon lasse dian oother, logis 

And to my mynde, as m6 thinketh, 
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On o more thei growed, 10917 

And of o greetnesse, 

And grene of greyn thei semen." . 

" Tliajt is sooth," quod Piers, 
^* So it may bifalle ; * > 

I shal telle thee as tid v >^ .< 
What this tree highte. 
The ground there it groweth^ 
Goodnesse it hatte ; 
And I have told thee what highte 
The Trinite it meneth/' [the tree, 

And egreliche he loked on me ; 
And therfore I spared 109^9 

To asken hym any moore therctf*. 
And bad h3rm ful faire 
To discryve the fruyt 
That so faire hangeth. 

" Heer now bynethe," quod he 
^^ If I nede hadde, [tho, 

Matrimoyne I may n3rme, 
A moiste fruyt withaUe ; 
Thanne continence is neer the crop, 
As kaylewey bastard, 10939 

Thanne bereth the crop kynde fruyt, 
And clennest of alle, 
Maidenhode aungeles peeris 
And rathest wole be ripe, 
And «wete withouten swellyng. 
Sour worth it nevere." 

I preide Piers tho to pulle a-doun 
An appul, and he wolde, 
And suffre me to assaien 
What savour it hadde. ' 

And Piers caste to the crop. 



/ 
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And thanne comsed it to crye^ 
And waggede widwehode. 
And it wef>te after ; 
And whan it meved matrimoyne. 
It made a foul noise. 
And I hadde ruthe whan Piers rog- 
It gradde so rufulliche; [ged, 

For evere as thei drc^ped a-doun, 
The devel was redy 
And gadrede hem alle togideres^ 
Bothe grete and smale, 
Adam and Abraham, 10962 

And Ysaye the prophete, 
Sampson and Samuel^ 
And semt Johan the Baptist, 
Bar hem forth bodily. 
No body hym letted, 
And made of holy men his hoord 
-^ In limbo tnfemU 

There is derknesse and drede, 
And the devel maister. 

And Piers, for pure tene, 
Of that a pil he raughte ; 10973 

He hitte after h3rm, 
Hitte how it myghte, 
Filius by the fader wille, 
And fre-nesse of Spiritus sanetif 
To go robbe that rageman, 
And reve the fruyt fro hym. 

And thanne spak Spiritus sanctus 
In Gabrielis mouthe, 
To a maide that highte Marie, 
A meke thyng withalle, 
That oon jfhesus a justices sone 
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Moste jouke in hir cliamb]»» logss 

TUplenitttdo temparis 

Fully comen were, 

That Hen fiuyt floured^ 

And felle to be rype,. 

And thanne sholde Jhesus juste 

Byjuggementof annes, [therfore, 

Whei&er sholde fonge the fruyt^ 

The fend or hymselve. 

The maide myldeliche tho 
The messager graunted, 
And seide hendeliche to hym, 10996 
^' Lo me I his hand-maiden 
For to werchen his wille, 
"^thouten any synne." 
Ecce ancilla Dominiyjiai mihi, etc. 

And in the wombe of that wenehe 
Was he fourty woukes^ 
Til he weex a faunt thorugh hir 
And of %htyng kouthe, [flessh, 
To have y-foughte with the fend 
£r fid tyme come. 
And Piers the Plowman iioor 

Perceyved plener ^me, 
And lered hym lechecraft 
His lif for to save, [his enemy. 
That though he were wounded with 
To warisshen hymselve, 
And dide hym assaie his surgenrie 
On hem that sike were, 
Til he was perfit praktisour, 
If any peril fiUe ; 
And soughte out the sike 
And synftiUe bothe, iiois 
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And salvede sike and S3nifulle, 

Bothe blynde and crokede, 

And commune wommen coavertede, 

And to goode turnede. 

Na» est sanis opus mediehuBy sed 
im, etc, 
Bothe meseles and mute, 

And in the menyson blocty, 

Ofte heeled swiche, 

He ne held it for no maistrie, 

Save tho he leched Lazar 

That hadde y-leye in grave, noeg 

QtwiridtMnus quelt, 

Quyk dide hym walke. 

Ac as he made the maistrie, 

Masius aepit esse, 

And wepte water with hise eighen, 

Ther seighen it manye. 

Some that the sighte seighen, 

Seiden that tyme 

That he was leohe of lif, 

And lord of heigh hevene. 

Jewes jangled ther ayein, iio4o 

And juggede lawes, [wichecraft, 

And seide he wroghte thorugh 

And with the develes myghte. 

Damonium hahet, etc, 

Thanne, " are ye cherles," quod 

" And youre children bothe, [ich. 

And Sathan youre saveour, 

Yeselfnowyewitnessen." 
For I have saved yow self," seith 
And youre sones after, [Crist, 

Youre bodies, youre beestes, 11061 

z 
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And blysde men holpen, nose 

And fed yow with two fisshes 
And with f jve loves, 
And lefte baskettes ful of broke 
Bere awey who so wolde." [mete, 
And mys-seide the Jewes manliche, 
And manaced hem to bete, 
And knokked on hem with a corde, 
And caste a-doun hir stalles 
That in chirche chaffareden, 
Or chaungeden any moneie. 
And seide it in sighte of hem alle, 
So that alle herden ; 

'^ I shal overtume this temple, 
And a-doun throwe it, 
And in thre daies after 
Edifie it newe, [moore 

And maken it as muche outher 
In alle manere poyntes 
As evere it was, and as wid ; 
Wherfore I bote yow, 
Of preieres and of perfitnesse 
This place that ye callen." ii(t7« 
Damus mea damus oratianis voca- 
bitur, 

Envye and yvel wil 
Was in the Jewes ; 
Thei casten and contreveden 
To kuUe h3rm whan thei myghte, 
Eche day after oother 
Hir tjrme thei awaiteden ; 
Til it bifel on a Friday 
A litel bifore Pasqe, 
The Thursday bifore noes 
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There he made his maundee, iio86 

Sittynge at the soper 

He seide thise wordes, 

*^ I am sold thorugh oon of yow, 

He shal the tyme rewe, 

That evere he his Saveour solde, 

For silver or elUs." 

Judas jangled ther ayein ; 
Ac Jhesus hjrm tolde, 
It was hymself soothly, 
And seide tu diets, 

Thanne wente forth that wikked 
And with the Jewes mette, [man, 
And tolde hem a tokne 
How to knowe with Jhesus, 
And which tokne to this day 
! To muche is y-used, 
That is kissynge and fair counte- 
And unkynde wille. [naunce, 

And so was with Judas tho, 
That Jhesus bitrayed : 
'' Avey rabyy* quod that ribaud, 
And right to hjrm he yede, iiioe 
And kiste hym, to be caught therby, 
And kulled of the Jewes. 

Thanne Jhesus to Judas 
And to the Jewes seide, 
** Falsnesse I fynde 
In thi faire speche, 
And gile in thi glad chore, 
And galle is in thi laughyng. 
Thow shalt be myrour 
To many men to deceyve, 
Ac the worse and the wikkednesse 
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Shal wortlie opoo thiselve. iiiso 
Neeesse est ui veniami scandmla: 
Vm hommi iili per qutm wan- 
dmlmmwmU! 

^ Though I hi treson he take 
At yoare owoie wille» 
Suffireth myne apostles in pees 
And in pays gange." 
On a Thursday in Uiesternesse 
Thus was he taken, 
Thorugh Judas and Jewes, 
Jhesus was his name> 11131 

That on the Friday folwynge 
For mankyndes sake 
Justed in Jherusalem, 
A joye to us alle. 
On cros upon Calvarie 
Crist took the hataille 
Ayeins deeth and the devel, 
Destruyed hir hotheres myghtes, 
Deide and deed for-dide, 
And day of nyght made. 

And I awaked therwith, iii4fi 
And wiped myne eighen, 
And after Piers the Plowman 
Pried and stared 
£st-ward and west-ward, 
I waited after faste, 
And yede forth as an ydiot 
In contree to aspie, 
After Piers the Plowman 
Many a place I soughte. 
And thanne mette I with a man, 
A myd-lenten Sonday, iiiss 
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As hoor as an hawethom, iiiM 

And Abraham he highte. 

I frayned hym first 

Fram whennes he come, 

And of whennes he were 

And whider that he soughte. 

« T AM Feith," quod that freke, 

X '' It Meth noght to lye, 
And of Abrahames hous 
An heraud of armes, 
And seke after a segge iii<f4 

That I seigh ones, 
A ful bold bacheler, 
I knew hym by his blasen.** 

" What berth that buym ?" quod 
'' So bhsse thee bitide I" [ I tho, 

^^ Thre leodes in oon lyth, 
Noon lenger than oother, 
Of oon muchel and myght 
In mesure and in lengthe; 
That oon dooth, alle dooth, 
And ech dooth bi his one. iiirs 

^* The firste hath myght and ma- 
Makere of alle thynges, [jestee, 
Pater is his propre name, 
A persone by hymselre. 

'^ The secounde of tha sire is 
Sothfastnesse Jiliu9, 
Wardeyn of that wit hath 
Was evere withouten gynnyng. 

*'The thridde highte the Holi 
A persone by hymselve, [Goost, 
The light of al that lif hath iiias 
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A-londe and arwatre, iiiar 

Confortour of creatures, 
Of hym Cometh alle blisse. 

" So thre bilongetb for a lord 
That lordshipe cleymeth, 
Might and mene 
To knowe his owene myghte, 
Of hjrm and of his servaunt, 
And what thei suffre bothe. 

^' So God that gynnyng hadde 
nevere, 
But tho hym good thoughte, uw 
Sente forth his sone, 
As for servaunt that tyme. 
To ocupie hym here, 
Til issue were spronge, 
That is, children of charite, 
And holi chirche the moder ; 
Patriarkes and prophetes 
And apostles were the children, 
And Crist and cristendom, 
And cristene holy chirche, 
In menynge that man moste iisos 
On o God bileve. 
And there hym likede and lovede. 
In thre persones hym shewede, 
And that it may be so and sooth, 
Manhode it sheweth, 
Wedlok and widwehode. 
With virginite y-nempned, 
In tokenynge of the Trinite 
Was out of man taken. 

'^ Adam was oure aller fader. 
And Eve was of hymselve, 11S19 
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And the issue tbat the! hadde iiseo 

It was of hem bothe, 

And either is otheres joie 

In thre sondiy persones, 

And in hevene and here 

Oon singuler name ; 

And thus is mankynde and manhede 

Of matrimoyne y-spronge, 

And bitokneth tne Trinite 

And trewe bileve. 

*^ Mighty is matrimoyne, 
That multiplieth the erthe, ii^si 
And bitokneth trewely, 
Telle if I dorste, 
Hym that first formed al, 
The fader of hevene. 

" The sone, if I it dorste seye, 
Resembleth wel the widewe. 
Deus mens, Deus metis, ut quid de- 
reliquisti fiiel 

^ That is, creatour weex creature 
To knowe what was bothe. 
As widewe withouten wedlok iis4S 
Was nevere yit y-seighe ; 
Na-moore myghte God be man. 
But if he moder hadde. 
So widewe withouten wedlok 
May noght wel stande, 
Ne matrimoyne withouten muliere 
Is noght muche to preise. 
Maledictus hajno qui non reliquit 
semen in Israel! etc, 

*' Thus in threpersones 
Is perfitliche manhede ; ii?i» 
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That is man and his make iisM 

And mulliere children. [raeioa 

And is noght hut gendre of a gene- 

Bifore Jhesu Crist in hevene ; 

So is the fader forth with the sone. 

And fre wille of hothe. 

Spirittis procedens a patre etjilio, 

etc. 
Which is the Holy Goost of alle, 
And alle is hut o God. 

'' Thus in a somer I hym seigh 
As I sat in my porehe. iid65 

I roos up and reverenced hym, 
And right faire hym grette, 
Thre men to my sighte 
I made wel at ese, 
Wessh her feet and wiped hem» 
And afterward thei eten 
Calves fles^h'and cake-hreed, 
And knewe what I thoughte I 
Ful trewe toknes hitwene us is, 
To telle, whan me liketh. 

*^ First he fonded me iie76 

If I lovede bettre 
Hym or Ysaak myn heir, 
The which he highte me kulle. 
He wiste my wille hi hym, 
He wol me it allowe ; 
I am ful siker in soule therof, 
And my sone bothe. 
I circumscised my sone 
Sithen for his sake, 
Myself and my meynee, 
And alle that male weere^ 118&7 
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Bledden blood for that Lordes lovey 
And hope to blisse the tyme. 
Myn affiaunce and my feith 
Is ferme in his bileve ; 
For hymself bihighte to me, 
And to myn issue bothe. 
Lend and lordshipe. 
And lif withouten ende ; 
To me and to myn issue 
Moore yet he grauntede, 
Mercy for oure mys-dedes. 
As many tjrme as we asken* 11299 
Quam olim AhraJuB prommsti et 
semini ejus. 

^ And siththe he sente me to seye 
I sholde do sacrifise, 
And doon hym worship with breed 
And with wyn bothe ; 
And called me the foot of his feith. 
His folk for to save, 
And defende hem fro the fend, 
Folk that on me leveden. iisop 

'' Thus have I ben his heraud 
Here and in helle, 
And conforted many a careful 
That after his comynge waiteden. 
And thus I seke hym," he seide, 
*' For I herde seyn late 
Of a bam that baptysed hym, 
Johan Baptist was his name, 
That to patriarkes and to prophetes. 
And to oother peple in ddrknesse^ 
Seide that he seigh here 
That sholde save us alle/' nasi 
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Ecce agnus dei I etc. uses 

I hadde wonder of hise wordes. 
And of hise wide clothes ; 
For in his hosom he bar a thyng 
That he blissed evere. 
And I loked in his lappe, 
A lazar lay therinne 
Amonges patriarkes and prophetes 
Pleyinge togideres. 

" What awaitestow ?" quod he, 
" And what woldestow have ?" 

" I wolde wite,'^ quod I tho, 
" What is in youre lappe." iiss* 
" Loo !" quod he ; and leet me see. 
"Lord, mercy I" I seide; 
" This is a present of muche pris. 
What prynce shal it have ?" [he ; 

" It is a precious present," quod 
" Ac the pouke it hath attached, 
And me thermyde," quod that man, 
" May no wed us quyte, 
Ne no buym be oure borgh, 
Ne brynge us fram his daunger ; 
Out of the poukes pondfold iis45 
No maynprise may us fecche. 
Til he come that I carpe of, 
Crist is his name, 
That shai delivere us som day 
Out of the develes power. 
And bettre wed for us legge 
Than we ben alle worthi. 
That is lif for lif. 
Or ligge thus evere 
LoUynge in my lappe, 1135& 
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Til swich a lord us fecche." iisaa 

** Alias I" I seide, " that synne 
So longe shal lette 
The myght of Goddes mercy, 
That myghte us alle amende." 
I wepte for hise wordes. 
With that saugh I another 
Rapeliche renne forth, 
The righte wey he wente. 
I affrayned hym first 
Fram whennes he come, 
And what he highte, and whider he 

wolde ; 
And wightly he tolde. 11368 





1^ 



Passus Decimus Septimus, etc, et 
Secundus de Do-bet, 



it 



I 



AM Spes" quod he ; " aspie 
And spire after a knyghti 
That took me a maundement 
Upon the mount of Synay, 
To rule alle reames with, 
I here the writ here." 

'' Is it enseled ?" I seide, 
" May men see thi lettres ?" 

" Nay/' he seide, "^seke hym i 
That hath the seel to kepe ; 
And that is cros and cristendom, 
And Crist theron to honge. iisso 
And whan it is enseled so, 
I woot wel the sothe, 
That Luciferis lordshipe 
Laste shal no lenger." 

^* Lat se thi lettres,** quod I, 
" We myghte the lawe knowe." 

Thanne plukkede he forth a pa- 
A peoe of an hard roche, [tente, 
Wheron were \n:iten two wordes 
On this wise y-glosed. 
Dilige Deum et proximum tuunu 

This was the tixte trewely, iis9e 



L 
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I took fill good yeme ; 11393 

The glose was gloriously writen^ 
With a gilt penne. 
In hiU duoktu mandoHt tola lex 
pendet et prophetia, 

" Den here alle thi lordes lawes ?" 
quod I. 
" Ye, leve me wel," he seide ; 
And who so wercheth after this writ, 
I wol undertdEen 
Shal nevere devel hym dere, 
Ne deeth in soule greve. ii4ibs 

For, though I seye it myself, 
I have saved with this charme 
Of men and of wommen 
Many score thousand. [raud ; 

*^ Ye seien sooth/' seide this he- 
^* I have y-fonnde it ofte. 
Lo ! here in my lappe 
That leeved on that charme, 
Josue and Judith, 
And Judas Macaheus, luis 

Ye, and sixti thousand biside forth, 
That ben noght seyen here." 

" Youre wordes am wonderfiille,'* 
quod I tho, 
" Which of yow is trewest, 
And lelest to \me so,' 
For lif, and for soule? 
Abraham seith 

That he seigh hooUy the Trinite, 
Thre persones m parcelles 
Departable fro oother. 
And alle thre but o god ; ium 
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Thus Abraham me taughte, ii«25 

And hath saved that bileved so, 

And sory for hir synnesjtf — 

He kan noght siggen the somme. 

And some arn in his lappe. 

What neded it thanne 

A newe lawe to bigynne, 

Sith the firste suffiseth 

To savacion and to blisse ? 

And now cometh Spes and speketh^ 

Thal^aspied the lawe ; 

And telleth noght of the Trinlte 

That took hym hise lettres, 

To bileeve and lovye 

In o lord almyghty, 

And siththe right as myself 

So lovye alle peple. 

'^ The gome that gooth with o staf, 
He semeth in gretter heele 
Than he that gooth with two staves, 
To sighte of us alle. 

^^ And right so, hi the roode I 
Reson me sheweth 11447 

That it is lighter to lowed men 
O lesson to knowe, 
Than for to techen hem two, 
And to hard to leme the leeste. 
It is All hard for any man 
On Abraham bileve ; 
And wel awey worse jdt 
For to love a sherewe. 
It is lighter to leeve 
In thre lovely persones. 
Than for to lovye and leve iimb 
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As wel lorels as lele." 11459 

** Go thi gate \" quod I to Spes^ 

" So me God helpe I 

Tho that lemen thi lawe, 

Wol litel while usen it." 

And as we wenten thus in the wey 

Wordynge togideres, 

Thanne seighe we a Samaritan 

Sittynge on a mule, 

Ridynge ful rapely 

The righte wey we yeden, 

Comjrnge from a contree 11470 

That men called Jerico, 

To a justes in Jerusalem 

He chaced awey faste. 

Bothe the heraud and Hope 

And he mette at ones 

Where a man was wounded, 

And with theves taken ; 

He myghte neither steppe ne stande, 

Ne stere foot ne handes, 

Ne helpe hymself soothly, 

For semy-vif he semed, ii48i 

And as naked as a nedle, • 

And noon help ahoute hym. 
Feith hadde first sighte of hym ; 

Ac he fleigh aside, 

And nolde noght neghen hym 

By nyne londes lengthe. 
Hope cam hippynge after. 

That hadde so y-hosted 

How he with Moyses maundement 

Hadde many men y-holpe ; [segge, 

Ac whan he hadde sighte of that 
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Aside he gan hym drawe iiids 

Dredfully bi this day, 
As doke dooth fram the feucon. 
Ac so soone so the Samaiitan 
Hadde sighte of this leode, 
He lighte a^wn of lyard, 
And ladde hym in his hande^ 
And to the wye he wente 
Hise woundes to biholde ; 
And perceyved bi his pons 
He was in peril to dye, [rapelier, 
N I And but he hadde necaYere^the 

That rise sholde he nevere. iisos 
With wyn and with oille 
Hise woundes he wasi^ed, 
Enbawmed hym and bond his heed, 
And in his lappe hym leide, 
And ladde hym so forth on lyaxd 
To lex Chrisii, a graunge 
Wei sixe mile or sevene 
Biside the newe market ; 
Herberwed hym at an hoatrie, 
And to the hostiler called, 11515 
And seide, '* Have^epe this man 
Til I come iro the justes ; 
And lo I here silver,'^ he seide, 
" For salve to hise woundes." 
And he took hym two pens, 
To liflod, as it weere ; [moore. 
And seide, '^ What he spendeth 
I make thee good herafter ; 
For I may noght lette," quod that 
And lyard he bistrideth, [leode ; 
And raped h3naQi to Jerusalem-ward 
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The righte wey to ryde^ 11527 

Feith folwede after faste, 
And fondede to mete hym ; 
And Spes spakliche hym spedde, 
Spede if he myghte 
To overtaken hym and talke to hym, 
£r thei to towne eoome. 

And whan I seigh this, I so- 
journed noght, 
But shoop me to renne. 
And suwed that Samaritan 
That was so ful of pite, has? 

And graunted hym to hen his groom . 
^' Graunt mercy !" he seide ; 
*^ Ac thi frend and thi felawe," quod 
" Thow fyndest me at nede." [he, 

And I thanked hym tho, 
And siththe I hym tolde 
How that Feith fleigh awey, 
And Spes his felawe hothe, 
For sighte of that sorwe^l man 
That rohhed was with theves. 

** Have hem excused,** quod he, 
** Hir help may litel availle ; 
May no medicyne on molde 
The man to heele hrynge, 
Neither feith ne fyn hope. 
So festred he hise woundes, 
Withouten the hlood of a bam 
Bom of a mayde. 
And he be bathed in that blood. 
Baptised as it were, 
And thanne plastred with penaunce 
And passion of that baby, 11599 

A A 
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He sholde stonde and steppe. 11560 
Ac stalworthe worth he uevere^ 
Til he have eten al the bam, 
And his blood y-dronke. 
For wente nevere wye in this world 
Thorugh that wildemesse, 
That he ne was robbed or rifled^ 
Rood he there or yede, 
Save Feith and his felawe, 
SpeSf and myselve,. 
And thiself now, 11570 

And swiche as suwen oure werkes. 

'' For outlawes in the wode 
And under bank lotieth, 
And mowen ech man see. 
And good mark take 
Who is bihynde and who bifore. 
And who ben on horse. 
For he halt hym hardier on horse 
Than he that is foote. 
For he seigh me that am Samaritan 
Suwen Feith and his felawe iisai 
On my capul that highte carOf 
Of mankynde I took it ; 
He was unhardy that harlot, 
And hidde hym in Inferno, 
Ac er this day thre dales, 
I dar undertaken, 

That he worth fettred, that feloun, 
Faste with cheynes, 
And nevere eft greve gome 
That gooth this ilke gate. 

*^ And thanne shal Feith be for- 
ster here, iidge 
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And in this fryth walke, 11593 

And kennen out comune men 
That knowen noght the contree 
Which is the wey that I wente, 
And wher forth to Jerusalem. 
An4 Hope the hostilers man shal be, 
Ther the man lith an helyng ; 
And alle that feble and feynte be. 
That Feith may noght teche, 
Hope shal lede hem forth with love, 
As his lettre telleth, iidos 

And hostele hem and heele 
Thorugh holy chirche bileve, 
Til I have salve for alle sike ; 
And thanne shal I tume^ 
And come ayein bi this contree, 
And conforten alle sike 
That craveth it and coveiteth it, 
Or crieth therafter. 
For the bam was bom in Bethleem, 
That with his blood shal save 
Alle that lyven in feith 11614 

And folwen his felawes techynge.'' 

" A ! swete sire," I seide flio, 
** Wher I shal bileve. 
As Feith and his felawe 
Enformed me bothe. 
In thre persones departable. 
That perpetuele were evere, 
And alle thre but o God, 
Thus Abraham me taughte. 

** And Hope afterward 
He bad me to lovye 
O God with al my good, 11626 
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And alle gomes after, 11627 

Lovye hem lik myselve, 
Ac oure Lord aboven alle." 

" After Abraham/' quod he, 
" That heraad of armes, 
Sette fully thi feith 
And ferme bileve ; 
And as Hope highte thee, 
I bote that thow loyye 
Thyn evene cristene evere moore 
Evene forth with thiselve. 
And if Conscience carpe ther ayein, 
Or kynde wit ejrther, 
Or eretikes with arguments, 
Thyn bond thow hem shewe ; 
For God is after an band, 
Y-heer now and knowe it. 

" The fader was first as a ftist. 
With o fynger foldynge ; 
Til hym lovede and liste 
To unlosen his fyn&fer, 
And profre it fo4^ Uh apawme 
To what place it sholde, 11649 

^* The pawme is purely the hand, 
And profreth forth the fyngres. 
To ministren and to make 
That myght of hand knoweth ; 
And bitokneth trewely. 
Telle who so liketb. 
The Holy Goost of bevene 
He is as the pawme. 

" The fyngres that fre ben 
To folde and to serve, 
Bitoknen sootbly the Sone 11660 
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That sent was til erthe, 11601 

That touched and tastede 
At techynge of the pawme 
Semte Marie a mayde, 
And mankynde laughte. 
Qui conceptm est de SpifitusanctOj 
etc, 

" The Fader is paopie as a fust, . ^ « v.*i / 
With fynger to touche, — 
Quia omnia traham ad meipsum, 

etc. — 
Al that the pawme perceyveth 
Profitable to feele. 

" Thus are thei alle but oon, 
As it an hand weere, 
And thre sondry sightes 
In oon shewynge, 
The pawme for it putteth forth 
And the fust bothe ; [fyngres, 

^ight so redily, 
Reson it sheweth 
How he that is Holy Goost 
Sire and Son preveth. ii68s 

'^ And as the hand halt harde, 
And alle thyng faste, 
Thorugh fourefyngres and a thombe 
Forth with the pawme ; 
Right so the Fader and the Sone, 
And Seint Spirit the thridde, 
Al the wide world 
Withinne hem thre holden, 
Bothe wolkne and the wynd, 
Water and erthe, 
Hevene and helle, ii(S94 
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And al that is therinne. 11690 

^^ Thus it is, nedeth no man 

Trowe noon oother, 

That thre thynges bUongeth 

In oure Lord of Hevene ; 

And aren serelopes by hemself, 

A-sondry were Ihei nevere, 

Na-moore than m3ni hand may 

Meve withoute my fyngres. 
*' And as my fust is ful hand 

Y-holden togideres ; 

So is the Fader a fill Grod, 11706 

Formour and shappere. 

Tu fabricator omnium^ etc. 

And al the myght myd hym is 

In makynge of thynges. 

The fyngres formen a ful hand 

To portreye or peynten, 

Kervimffe and compasyncre, 

^' Right so is the Sone 
The science of the Fader, 
And ful God as is the Fader, 11717 
No febler ne no bettre. [hand, 

'* The pawme is pureliche the 
And hath power by hymselve. 
Other wise than the writhen ftist. 
Or werkmanshipe of fyngres. 
For he hath power 
To putte out alle the joyntes, 
And to unfolde the folden fiist, 
At the fyngres wille. 

'< So is the Holy Goost God, 
Neither gretter ne lasse incs 
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Than is the Sire and the Sone, 

And in the same myghte. 

And alle are thei hut o Grod ; 

As is myn hand and my fyngres^ 

Unfolden or folden, 

My fiist and my pawme, JLr ^ ^' 

Al is but an hand; ^ ^c ^U '^ U»^ "^ 

Evene in the myddes, 

He may receyve right noght, 

Reson it sheweth, 

For the fyngres that folde sholde 

And the fiist make, 11740 

For peyne of the pawme, 

Power hem &illeth 

To clucche or to chiwe, 

To clippe or to holde. 

" Were the myddel of myn hand 
Y-maymed or y-perissed, 
I sholde receyve right noght 
Of that I reche myghte. — " 

" Ac though my thombe and my . ^^Lj, ,^, . <v 
Bothe were to-shjillen, [fyngres I ^ j, . 
And the myddel of myn hand 11751 - tc (t^^^^ * 
Withoute male^se, c ,; \ •: : 

In many kynnes maneres ^\j' 

I myghte myself helpe, 
Bothe me%p and amende, //^ 
Though alTe my fyngres oke. 

'' By this skile, me thynketh, 
I se an evidence [Spirit, 

That who so synneth in the Seint 
Assoilled worth he nevere, 
Neither here ne ellis where, 
As I herde telle. 3176^ 
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Qui pecoat in Spiritu sancto, etc. 
For ne piiketh God as in thepawme, 
Thaipeccat in Spiritu sancto. 
For God the fader is as a fiist. 
The Sone is as a iynger, 
The Holy Goost of hevene 
Is as it were the pawme ; 
So who so synneth in the SeintSpirit, 
It semeth that he greyeth 
God, that he gr3rpeth with, 
And wolde his grace quenche. 
'^ And to a torche or a tapur 
The Trinite is likned ; ims 

As wex and a weke 
Were twyned togideres, 
And thanne a fir flawmynge 
Forth out of bothe ; 
And as wex and weke 
And hoot fir togideres 
Fostren forth a flawmbe 
And a fair leye, 

So dooth the Sire and the SqUB 
And also Spirittts sanctus^ iirss 
That alle k3mne cristene 
Clenseth oi synnes 
And as thow seest som tyme 
Sodeynliche a torche, 
The blase therof y-blowe out, 
Yet brenneth the weke 
Withouten leye or light 
That the macche brenneth ; 
So is Holy Goost God, 
And grace withoute mercy 
To alle unkynde creatures, 11796 
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That coveite to destruye 11797 

Lele love or lif 

That oure Lord shapte. 

'^ And as glowynge gledes 
Gladeth noght thise werkmen, 
That werchen and waken 
In wyntres nyghtes, 
As dooth a kex or a candle 
That caught hath fir and blaseth ; 
Na^moore dooth Sire ne Sone 
Ne Seint Spirit togidres 
Graunte no grace 11808 

Ne forgifnesse of synnes, 
Til the Holy Goost gynne 
To glowe and to blase. 
So that the Holy Goost 
Gloweth but as a glade, 
Til that lele love 
Ligge on hym and blowe, 
And thanne flawmeth he as fir 
On Fader and on Filius, 
And melteth hire myght into mercy ; 
As men may se in wyntre . lis 19 
Ysekeles aat&^ivesyvgcs u\^ \:/v-tA-c^ 
T&drugh hete of the sonne 
Melte in a minut while 
To myst and to watre. 

" So grace of the Holy Goost 
The greet myght of the Trinite 
Melteth to mercy, ^^v'*^ 
To merciable and to^there ; 
And as wex withouten moore 
On a warm glede 
Wol brennen and blasen, ussa 
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Be tbei togideres, iirai 

And Bolacen hem that mowe se. 
That sitteo in derknease* 

^So wol the Fader forgyve 
Folk of mvlde hertes, 
That niftiUy repenten, 
And restitucion make. 
In as tnnche as thei mowen 
Amenden and p^eu,* 
And if it suffise noght for assetZf 
That in swich a wille deyeth) 
Mercy for his mekenetise iia« 

Wol maken good the remenannt. 
And as. the weke and fir 
Wol niaken a warm flaumbe, 
For to murthen men myd 
That in the derke sitten ; 
So wole Criet of hie curteisiei 
And men crye hym mercy, 
Bothe forgyye and foryete, 
And yit bidde for ug 
To the Fader of hevene 
Forgifnesse to have. iisia 

" Ac hewe fir at a flynt 
Foure hundred wynler, 
But thow have tow to take it with, 
Tonder or brochee, 
Al thi labour is lost. 
And al thi long traTailte; 
For may no fir fiaumbe make, 
Faille it H.kynde. l^ 

" So is the Holi Goost God, 
And grace withouten mercy 
To alio unkynde creatures, 11864 
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Crist hymself witnesseth. 11865 
Amen dico vobis, nescio vos, etc, 

'' Be imk3nide to thyn evene 
cristene. 
And al that thow kanst bidde, 
Delen and do penaunce 
Day and nyght eyere, 
And pnrchace al the pardon 
Of Pampilon and Romer, 
And mdulgences y-nowe, 
And be ingrattu to thi kynde^ 
The Holy Goost hereth thee noght, 
Ne helpe may thee by reson ; 
For unkyndenesse quencheth hym, 
That he kan noght shyne, 
Ne brenne ne blase clere, 11879 
For blowynge of unkyndenesse. 
Foul the apostel 
Preveth wheither I Ive. 
Si linguU hominum loquar, etc, 

" For-thi beth war, ye wise men, 
That with the world deleth, 
That riche ben and reson knoweth, 
Ruleth wel youre soule, 
Beth noght unkynde,! conseilleyow, 
To youre evene cristene, 
For manye of yow riche men, 
By my soule I men telleth. 
Ye brenne, but ye bla^e noght, 
That i» a blynd bekene. 
Non omnis qui dicit Domine! Do- 
mine ! intrahit, etc, 

" Dives deyde dampned. 
For his unkyndenesse 11897 
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Of his mete and of his moneie iinsA 
To men that it nedede. 
£ch a riche I rede 
Reward at hym take» 
And gyyeth youre good to that God 
That grace of ariseth ; 
For thei that hen unkynde to hise, 
Hope I noon oother, 
But thei dwelle ther Dives is 
Dayes withouten ende. [trarie, 
** Thus is unkyndenesse the con- 
That quencheth, as it were, 11909 
The grace of the Holy Groost, 
Goddes owene kynde. 
For that kynde dooth, unkynde for- 
As thise corsede theves [dooth ; 
Unkynde cristene men, 
For coveitise and envye, 
Sleeth a man for hise moehles 
With mouth or with handes. 
For that the Holy Goost hath to 
The harlotes destruyeth, [kepe, 
The which is lif and love, 11920 
The leye of mannes hody. 
For every manere good man 
May he likned to a torche, 
Or ellis to a tapur, 
To reverence the Trinite, 
And who morthereth a good man, 
Me thynketh by myn inwit, 
He for-dooth the levest light 
That oure Ix>rd lovyeth. 
>^vv o ^' -^^^ 7^^ ^^ manye ^maneres 

Men offenden the Holy Goost. 
Ac this is the worste wise 11932 
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That any Wight myghte 11903 

Synnen ayein the Seint Spirit, «.- / 

Assenten to destruye i ' ' 

For coveitise of any kynnes thyng. ■" ,x- 

That Crist deere boughte, ^ Ir'^-' ^^, ^ '*. v 
That wikkedliche and wilfiilliche rr^ ' [vv--^ 

Wolde mercy aniente. ^^ . c ^ ^ 

*^ Innocence is next God, ^ 

And nyght and day it crieth, 
* Vengeaunce ! vengeaunce I 
Forgyve be it nevere [blood, 

That shente us and shedde oure 
For-shapte us, as it were I' 11949 
Vindica sanguinem justarum. 

" Thus * Vengeaunce I venge- 
Verrey Charite asketh. [aunce !* 
And sith holy chirche and Charite 
Chargeth this so soore, 
Leve I nevere that oure Lord 
Wol love that charite lakketh, 
Ne have pite for any preiere 
Ther that he pleyneth." 

** I pose I hadde synned so. 
And sholde now deye ; ii9fl6 

And now am I sory that I so 
The Seint Spirit a-gulte, 
Confesse me and crye his grace, 
Grod that al made. 
And myldeliche his mercy aske, 
Myghte I noght be saved?** 

^' Yis," seide the* Samaritan, 
" So w^ thow myght repente, 
That rightwisnesse thorugh repent- 
To ruthe myghte tume. [aunce 
Ac it is but selden y-seighe ligifi 
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Ther Boodinesse bereth witneue, 

Any creature that is coupabk 

Afore a kyiiges justice, 

Be raunBonea for his repentaunce, 

Ther alle re«OD hym dampneth. 

For ther that partie punaetht 

The peple is so huge, 

That the kyng may do no mercy 

Til bothe men acorde. 

And erther have equit«. 

As holy writ telleth. ii!>7s 

Nttngwtm dimillilwr peeealunt, etc 

" Thus it fareth by swich folk 
Hiat falsly al hire lyves 
Yvele lyven, and leten nt^ht 
Til lif hem forsake. 
Good hope, that belpe sholde. 
To wanhope tometh, 
Moght of the noun power of God, 
That he ne b myghtfiil 
To amende al that amys is, 
And his mercy gretter 
Than alle oure wikkede werkea, 
As holy writ telleth. ii9»i 

Mitericordia ejut tujier omnia opera 

Ac er his rightwisneBse to ruthe 
Som restitudoQ bihoveth. [toroe. 
His aorwe is gati8faccion, 
For hym that may nogbt paie, 

" llire thynges ther ben 
That doon a man by strengthe 
For to fleeii his owene/, , , ^ ^ 
As holy writ sheneth. 

": That oon is a wikkede wif. 
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Tbat wol noght be chastised ; isocs 
Hir feere fleeth fro hire, 
For feere of hir tonge. 

** And if his hous be un-hiled, 
And reyne on his bedde, 
He seketh and seketh 
Til he slepe drye. 

^< And whan smoke and smolder 
Smyt in his sighte, 
It dooth hym worse than his wif 
Or wete to slepe. 

For smoke and smolder isou 

Smyteth in hise eighen. 
Til he be bler-eighed or blynd. 
And boors in the throte> 
Cogheth, and curseth 
That Crist gyre hem sorwe 
That sholde brynge in bettre wode^ 
Or blowe it til it brende. 

" Thise thre that I telle of 
Ben thus to understonde ; 
The wif is oure wikked flessh, 
That wol noght be chastised ; ieos5 
For kynde clyveth on hym evere 
To contrarie the soule. 
And though it falle, it fynt skiles 
That frelete it made. 
And that is lightly forgjrven 
And forgeten bothe, 
To man that mercy asketh. 
And amende thenketh. 

" The reyn that reyneth 
Ther we reste sholde, 
Ben siknesse and sorwes 
That we sufifren ofte; 1S037 
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Aft Poul the apostle isoss 

To the people taaghte. 

Virtus infirmitaie perficitur, tie, 

" And though that men make 
Muche doel in hir angre, , 

And hen inpacient in hir penannce, 
Pure reson knoweth 
That thei han cause to contrarie 
By kynde of Jiir siknesse ; 
And lightliche oure Lord 
At hir lyves ende 
Hath mercy on swiche men, 
That so yvele may suffre. 18050 

" Ac the smoke and the smolder 
That smyt in oure eighen, 
That is covdtise and unkyndenesse, 
That quencheth Goddes mercy. 
For unkyndenesse is the contrarie 
Of alle kynnes reson. 
For ther nys sik ne sory, 
Ne noon so muche wrecche, 
That he ne may lovye, and liym 
And lene of his nerte [like, 

Good wille and good word, 
And wisshen and willen 
Alle manere men 
Mercy and forgifnesse. 
And lovye hem lik hymself. 
And his lif amende. 

" I may no lenger lette," quod he; 
And lyard he prikede, 
And wente awey as wynd. 
And therwith I awakede. IS070 
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Tertius de Do-bet. 



WOLLEWARD and weet- 
shoed 18072 

Wente I forth after, 
As a reccbelees renk 
That of no wo roughte, 
And yede forth lik a lorel 
Al my tif tyme, 
Til I weex wery of the world. 
And wilned eft to slepe, 
And lened me to a lenten, 
And longe tyme I slepte ; [aunoe, 
/^'And of Cristes passion and pen- 
' OP'c peple that of raughte, 
Keste me there, and rutte £eiste 
Til ramis palmamm. 
Of gerlis and of gloria laus 
Gretly me dremed, 
And how hosanna by organye 
Olde folk songen. 

Oon semblable to the Samaritan, 
And som deel to Piers the Plow- 
Bare-foot on an asse bak [man, 
Boot-les cam prikye, 12093 

BB 
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Be thei togideres, iissi 

And solacen hem that mowe se^ 
That sitten in derkness^ 
'^^ /rSo wol the Fader forgyve 

^Vvo \ Folk of mylde hertes, 
That rufully repenten. 
And restitucion make, 
In as muche as thei mowen 
Amenden and paien,* 
And if it suffise noght for assetz. 
That in swich a wille deyeth, 
Mercy for his mekenesse iims 

Wol maken good the remenaunt. 
And as. the weke and fir 
Wol maken a warm flaumhe, 
For to murthen men myd 
That in the derke sitten ; 
So wole Crist of his curteisie, 
And men crye hym mercy, 
Bothe forgyve and foryete, 
And yit hiade for us 
To the Fader of hevene 
Forgifhesse to have. iisss 

** Ac hewe fir at a flynt 
Foure hundred wynter, 
But thow have tow to take it with, 
Tender or hroches, 
Al thi labour is lost, 
And al thi long travaille; 
For may no fir flaumbe make, 
Faille it i^kynde. Kjm 

" So is the Holi Goost God, 
And grace withouten mercy 
To alle unkynde creatures, 11864 
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Crist hymself witnesseth. 11865 
Amen dico vobis, nescio vos, etc, 

'^Be unkynde to thyn evene 
cristene, 
And al that thow kanst bidde, 
Delen and do penaunce 
Day and nyght evere, 
And purchace al the pardon 
Of Pampilon and Rome, 
And indulgences y-nowe, 
And be ingratus to thi kynde^ 
The Holy Goost hereth thee noght» 
Ne helpe may thee by reson ; 
For unkyndenesse quencheth hym, 
That he kan noght shyne, 
Ne brenne ne blase clere, 11879 
For blowynge of nnkyndenesse. 
Foul the apostel 
Preveth wheither I lye. 
Si Unguis kominum loquar, etc. 

" For-thi beth war, ye wise men, 
That with the world deleth, 
That riche ben and reson knoweth, 
Ruleth wel youre soule, 
Beth noght unkynde,! conseHleyow, 
To youre evene cristene, 
For manye of yow riche men, 
By my soule I men telleth. 
Ye brenne, but ye blase noght, 
That is^ a blynd bekene. 
Non omnis qui dicit Domine! D(h 
mine ! intralnt, etc. 

'' Diyes deyde d^mipned. 
For his unkyndenesse 11897 
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Here he stant that seide it ; i£i6o 
And yit maken it as muche 
In alle manere poyntes, 
Bothe as long and as large, 
Bi lofte and by grounde." 

" Cruc^geT quod a cachepol; 
*' I warante hym a wicche/' 

" Tolie! toiler quod another, 
And took of kene thomes, 
And bigan of kene thorn 
A garland to make, 
And sette it sore on his heed, mu 
And seide in envye, 
" Ave, Raby," quod that rybaud, 
And threw reedes at hym, 
Nailed hym with thre nailes 
Naked on the roode. 
And poison on a po^ 
Thei putte up to hise lippes, 
And beden hym drynken his deeth 

yvel, 
Hise dales were y-done, 
" And if that thow sotil be, isiei 
Help now thiselve; 
If thow be Crist and kynges sone, 
Com down of the roode ; [loveth, 
Thanne shul we leve that lif thee 
And wol noght lete thee deye." 

** Consvmmatum est^ quod Crist, 
And comsede for to swoune 
Pitousliche and pale. 
As a prison that deieth. 
The lord of lif and of light 
Tho leide hise eighen togideres. 
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The day for drede withdrougb, 
And derk bicam the sonoe; 
The wal wag^ede and cleef, 
And al the world quaved ; ^ 
Dede men for that dene 
Come out of depe graves, 
And tolde why that tempeste 
So longe tyme durede ; 
" For a bitter bataille," 
The dede body seide, 
** Lif and deeUi in this derknesse 
Hir oon for-dooth hir oother. i«04 
Shal no wight wite ¥dtterly 
Who shal have the maistrie 
£r Sonday aboute sonne risyng;*' 
And sank with that til erthe. 

Some seide that he was Groddes 
That so faire deide. [sone 

Verefilius Dei erat isie. 
And some seide he was a wicche, 
" Good is that we assaye 
Wher he be deed or noght deed, 
Doun er he be taken." ie£i5 

Two theves also 
Tholed deeth that tyme, 
Upon a croos besides Crist, 
So was the comune lawe. 
A cachepol cam forth 
And craked bothe hire legges. 
And the armes after 
Of either of tho theves. 
Ac was no body so boold 
Goddes body to touche. 
For he wasknygfat and kynges sone, 
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Kynde for-yaf that tyme, user 
That noon narlot were so hardy 
To leyen hond upon hym. 

Ac ther cam forth a knyght, 
With a kene spere y-grounde, 
Highte Longeus, as the lettre tell* 

eth, 
And longe hadde lore his sighte. 
Bifore Pilat and oother peple 
In the place he hoved ; 
Maugree his manye teeth, 
He was maad that tyme isssr 

To take the spere in his hond, 
And justen with Jhesus. 
For sdle thei were unhardy. 
That hoved on horse or stode, 
To touchen hym or to tasten hym, 
Or taken doun of roode. 
But this hlynde bacheler 
Baar hym thorugh the herte ; 
The blood sprong doun by the spere^ 
And unspered the knyghtes eighen. 

Thanne fil the knyght upon Imees, 
And cryde hym mercy ; lesig 

« Ayein my wille it was, Lord, 
To wownde yow so soore." 
He sighed and seide, 
'^ Soore it me a-thynketh : 
For the dede that I have doon 
I do me in youre grace. 
Have on me ruthe ! rightful Jhesu !** 
And right with that he wepte. 

Thanne gan Feith felly 
The false Jewes despise, 19^S9 
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Callede hem caytjrves issfio 

Aconed for evere ; 
" For this foule vileynye 
Vengeaunce to yow fiille I 
To do the hlynde bete h3rm y-bounde, 
It wag a boyes counseille. 
Cursede caytif ! 
Knyghthood was it nevere 
To mys-do a deed body 
By daye or by nyghte. 
Tne gree yit hath he geten, 
For sd his grete woonde. ie«Ti 

" For youre champion chivaler, 
Chief knyght of yow alle, 
Yilt hym recreaunt rennyng 
Right at Jhesus wille. 
For be this derknesse y-do, 
HLs deeth worth avenged ; 
And ye, lurdaynes, han y-lost, 
For lif shal have the maistrye ; 
And youre fraunchise, that fre was, 
Fallen is in thraldom. 
And ye, cherles, and youre children 
Cheve shulle nevere i«s83 

To have lordshipe in londe, 
Ne no lond tilye, 
But al barayne be, 
And usurie usen. 
Which is lif that oure Lord 
In alle lawes acurseth. 
Now youre goode dayes am doon, 
As Daniel prophecied, 
Whan Crist cam, of hir kvngdom 
The crowne sholde cesse. 10293 
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Cum veniat sanctus sanctorum, ces- 
sabit unctio vesira. 

What for feere of this ferly, 
And of the false Jewes, 
I drow me in that derknesse 
To descendit ad infema ; 
And there I saugh soothly 
Secundum Scripturas 
Out of the west coste 
A wenche, as me thoughte, 
Cam walkynge in the wey, 
To helle-ward she loked. usos 

Mercy highte that mayde, 
A meke thyng withalle, 
A ful henigrne burde, 
And buxom of speche. 

Hir suster, as it semed, 
Cam soothly walkynge, 
Evene out of the est. 
And westward she lokede, 
A ful comely creature, 
Truthe she highte, i£3i5 

For the vertue that hire folwede 
A-fered was she nevere. 

Whan thise maydenes mette, 
Mercy and Truthe, 
Either asked oother 
Of this grete wonder. 
Of the dyn and of the derknesse. 
And how the day rowed, 
And which a light and a leme 
Lay bifore helle. 
** Ich have ferly of this fare, 
In feith !" seide Truthe, isssr 
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" And am wendynge to mte 19398 
What this wonder meneth." 

" Have no merveille," quod 
** Murth it bitokneth. [Mercy, 
A maiden that highte Marie, 
And moder withouten felyng 
Of any kynnes creature, 
Conceyved thorugh speche 
And grace of the Holy Goost, 
Weex greet with childe, 
Withouten wem issss 

Into this world she broghte hym ; 
And that my tale be trewe, 
I take God to witnesse. 

" Sith this bam was y-bore 
Ben jLxx.^' wjrnter passed, 
Which deide and deeth tholed 
This day aboute myd-day, 
And that is cause of this clips 
That, closeth now the sonne, 
In menynge that man shal 
Fro merknesse be drawe, ieA49 
The while this light and this leme 
Shal Lucifer a^-blende. 
For patriarkes and prophetes 
Han preched herof ofte : 
That man shal man save 
Thorugh a maydenes helpe; 
And that was tynt thorugh tree. 
Tree shal it wynne ; 
And that deeth a-down broughte, 
Deeth shal releve." 

*< Thatthowtellest," quodTrutihe, 
*^ Is but a tale o^ Waltrot. i2sGi 
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For Adam and Eve, 19352 

And Abraham, with othere, 

Patriarkes and prophetes, 

That in peyne hggen, 

Leve thow nevere that yon light 

Hem a-lofte brynge, 

Ne have hem out of helle. 

Hold thi tonge, Mercy ! 

It is but a trufle that thow tellest ; 

I, Truthe, woot the sothe. 

For he that is ones in helle, 

Out Cometh he nevere. issrs 

Job the prophete patriark 

Repreveth thi sawes." 

Quia in inferno nulla est red^mptio. 

Thanne Mercy fill myldely 
Mouthed thise wordes, 
'' Thorugh experience," quod she, 
'* I hope thei shul be saved. 
For venym for-dooth venym ; 
And that preve I by reson. 
For of alle venymes 
Foulest is the scorpion, 12.334 

May no medicyne helpe 
The place ther he styngeth, 
Til he be deed, and do therto. 
The yvel he destruyeth 
The firste venymouste 
Thorugh venym of hymselve. 
^' So shal this deeth for-do, 
I dar my lif legge, 
Al that deeth forndide first 
Thorugh the develes entisyng ; 
And right as thdhigh gile 18.395 
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Man was bigiled, isagfi 

So shal grace that bigan 
Make a good sleighte." 
Ars ut artem /alleret 

" Now sufire we," seide Truthe; 
'^ I se, as me thynketh, 
Oat of the nyppe of the north 
Noght fill fer hennes 
Rightwisnesse come rennynge« 
Reste we the while ; 
For he woot moore than we, 
He was er we bothe." i94nn 

" That is sooth," seide Mercy; 
'' And I se here by sowthe 
Where Pees cometh pleyinge. 
In padence y-clothed. 
Loye hath coyeited hire longe 
Leye I noon oother. 
But he sente hire som lettre, 
What this light by-meneth 
That oyer-hoyeth helle thus, • 
She us shal telle." 

Whan Pees in pacience y-clothed 
Approched ner hem tweyne, 
Ri^twisnesse hire reyerenced, 
By hir riche clothyng, 
And prdde Pees to telle hire 
To what place she wolde. 
And in hire gaye gamementz 
Whom she grete thoughte. 

^^ My wil is to wende," quod she, 
** And welcome hem alle 
That many day myghte I noght se 
For merknesse of synne, is^sg 
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Aikin and Eve, im.w 

And othere mo in helle; 
MojBes and many mo 
Mert^ shul have, 
And I shal daunce therto, 
Do thow ao, Buster. 
For Jhenia justede wel, 
Jove bigynoetb dawe. 
Aa wtperum tUmorabiturjUtiu, et 
ad malvlmum lietitia. 

" Love, that ia m; lemman, 
Swiche lettrea me sente, i»«i 

That Mercy, my Buster, and I 
Mankynde sholde save. 
And that God hath forg}rven 
And graunted me pees and mercy, 
To be mannes meynpernour 
For evere moore after. 
Lo here the patente I" quod Pees, 
" In pact IN idtpmm. 
And that thie dede Bhal dare, 
Dormiam el requutcam." 

"What I ravefltow?"quodRight- 



" Or thow art right dronke? 
Leveatow that yond light 
Unlouke mygfate helle. 
And save mannes Boule ? 
Sii3t«r, wene it nevere. 
For God the bigynnere 
Gaf the doom hymaelve, 
That Adam and Eve, 
And alle that hem suwede, 
Sholden deye down righte, 
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And dwelle in pyne after, ie463 
If that thei touchede a tree, 
And the fruyt eten. 

'^ Adam afterward 
Ayeins his defence 
Freet of that fruyt, 
And forsook, as it weere. 
The love of oure Lord 
And his loore hothe^ 
And folwede that the fend tanghte, 
And his felawes wille, 
Ayeins reson and rightwisnesse, 
Recorde thus with truthe, 
That hir peyne be perpetuel, 
And no preiere hem helpe. 
For-thi lathem chewe as diei chosen, 
And chide we noght, sustres ; 
For it is bote-lees bale> 
The byte that thei eten." 

^' And I shal preve," quod Pees, 
*' Hir peyne moot have ende, 
And from wo into wele 
Mowe wenden at the laste. 1S485 
For hadde thei wist of no wo, 
Wele hadde the noght knowen. 
For no wight woot what wele is. 
That nevere wo sufFrede ; 
Ne what is hoot hunger. 
That hadde nevere defaute* 

" If no nyght ne weere, 
No man, as I leeve, 
Sholde nevere wite witterly 
What day is to meene. 
Sholde nevere right riche man, 
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That l3ryeth in reste and ese, 12497 

Wite what wo is, 

Ne were the deeth of kynde. 

'^ So Grod, that bigan al 
Of his groode wiUe, 
Bicam man of a mayde 
Mank}nide to save ; 
And suffirede to be sold, 
To se the sorwe of deying, 
The which unknytteth alle care, 
And comsynge is of reste. 
For til modicum mete with us, i25ob 
I may it wel avowe, 
Woot no wight, as I wene. 
What y-nogh is to mene. 

^^ For-thi God of his goodnesse 
The firste gome Adam 
Sette hym in solace. 
And in sovereyn murthe ; 
And siththe he suffired hym synne, 
Sorwe to feele, 
To wite what wele was 
Kyndeliche and knowe it. 12519 
And after God auntrede hymself. 
And took Adames kynde, 
To wite what he hath suffred 
In thre sondry places, 
Bothe in hevene and in erthe. 
And now til helle he thenketh 
To wite what alle wo is. 
And what is alle joye. 

" So it shal fare by this folk, 
Hir folic and hir synne 
Shal lere hem what langouris 12530 • 
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And lisse withouten ende. isdsi 
Woot no w^t what werre is 
Ther that pees regneth, 
Ne what is witterly wele 
Til weylawey I hym teche." 
Thanne was ther a wight 
With two brode eighen, 
Book highte that beau-peere, 
A bold man of speche ; [Book, 
** By Goddes body V quod this 
*' I wol here witnesse 
That tho this bam was y*bore, 
Ther biased a sterre 
That alle the wise of this world 
In o wit acorden, 
That swich a bam was y*bore 
In Bethleem the citee, 
That mannes soale sholde save, 
And synne destroye. 
And alle the elementz/' quod the 
" Herof beren witnesse, [Book, 
That he was God that al wroghte, 
The wolkne. first shewed. 12553 

" Tho that weren in hevene 
Token siella catneta, 
And tendeden it as a torche 
To reverencen his burthe ; 
The light folwede the Lord 
Into the lowe erthe. 

^' The water witnessed that he 
For he wente on it. [was God, 
Peter the apostel 
Parceyyed his gate, 
And as he wente on the water, 
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Wd bjrm knew, and seide, ]ss6» 
Jube fme vtmre ad U super aquas, 

** And lo ! how the soone gan 
Hire light in hinelve, [louke 

Whan she seigh hym guffre. 
That s<Mine and see made. 

*^ The erthe for hevynesse 
That he wolde suffix 
Qnaked as quyk thyng, 
And al biquasshed the rodie. 

" Lo ! helle myghte nat holde. 
But opnede tho God tholede, i<s76 
And leet out Symondes sone 
To seen hym hange on roode. 
And now shal Lucifer leve it. 
Though hym looth thynke ; 
For Gigas the geaunt 

With a gyn hath engyned 

To breke and to bete a-doun 

That ben ayeins Jhesus. 

And I, Book, wole be brent, 

But Jhesus rise to lyve 

Li alle myghtes of man, lessr 

And his moder gladie, 

And conforte al his kyn 

And out of care brynge, 

And al the Jewene joye 

Unjoynen and imlouken. 

And but thei rever^ei^J^ roode, /.. 

And his resurexion, 

And bileve on a newe lawe. 

Be lost lif and soule." 
" Suffre we," seide Truthe : 

'* I here and see bothe 12590 
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How a spint speketk to helle, vmf 
And biddeth imspere tiie yaftes. 
Attolite portaSf deJ' 

A vols loude in that figiit 
To Lucifer crietfay 
*' Prynces of this place, 
Unpynneth and unloukedi! 
For nere cometh 'with ccowne 
That kjrng is of glorie/' 

Thanne aikede Sathan, 
And seide to hem alle» 
^ Swich a light Ayeins oure leve 
Lazar out fette: 19611 

Care and eneombraimce 
Is comen to us aile i 
If this kyng come in, 
Mankynde wole he feoche, 
And lede it ther hjrm liketh, 
And lightlicbe me bynde. 
Patriarkes and Prophetes 
Han parled herof longe, 
That swich a lord and light 
Sbolde lede hem alle hoines." 

'^ Listneth," quod Lucifer, 
^' For I this lord knowe. 
Bothe this lord and this lights 
Is longe a-go I knew bym» 
May no deeth hym dere, 
Ne no develes queyntise ^' 
And where he wole is his wey, 
Ac ware hym of the perils. 
If he reveth me my ngbl^ 
He robbeth me by maistrie ; 
For by right and by re8<H;i ic63« 
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The renkes that ben here U6s3 

Body and soule beth myne, 

Bothe goode and ille. 

For hymself seide, 

That sire is of heveney 

If Adam ete the appal» 

AUe sholde deye 

And dwelle with us develes ; 

This thretynge he made. 

And he that soothnesse is; 

Seide thise wordes. 

And sithen I seised I8644 

Sevene hundred wynter, 

I leeve that lawe nyl noght 

Lete hym the leeste." 

'* That is sooth/^ seide Sathan ; 
'^ But I me soore drede. 
For thow gete hem with gile, 
And his gardyn breke. 
And in semblaunce of a serpent 
Sete upon the appul-tree, 
And eggedest hem to ete^ 
Eve by hirselve ; is655 

And toldest hire a tale. 
Of treson were the wordes ; 
And so thow haddest hem out. 
And hider at the laste. 
It is noght graithly geten, 
Ther gile^s the roote. 
For God wol noght be bigiled," 
Quod Gobelyn, " ne by-japed ; 
We have no trewe title to hem, 
For thorugh treson were thei 
dampned." 
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^ Certes, I drede me/' quod the 
devely 
" Lest Tnithe wol hem fecche ; 
Thise thritty wynter, as I wene, 
Hath he gon aod preched. 
I have assailled hym with synne, 
And som tyme y-asked 
Wheither he were God or Goddea 
He yaf me short answere. [sone ; 
And thus hath he trolled forth 
Thise two and thritty wynter. 
And whan I seigh it was so^ 
Lepynge I wente ic^s 

To wame Pilates wif 
What done man was Jhesus. 
For Jewes hateden hym. 
And han doon hym to dethe. 
I wolde have lengthed his lif ; 
For I leved if he deide, 
That his soule wolde suffire 
No synne in his sighte. 
For tlie body, while it on bones yede, 
Aboute was evere 
To save men from synne> 12689 
If hemself wolde. 
And now I se wher a soule 
Cometh hiderward seillynge, 
With glorie and with gret light,— 
God it is, I woot wel. 
I rede that we fle," quod he, 
" Paste alle hennes. 
For us were bettre noght be, 
Than biden his sighte. 
For thi lesynges, Lucifer, 12699 
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XiOBt is bI oor pnye> istdo 

" First thorugh the we ^llen 
Fro kerene so b^iie; 
For we lered on tii (esynges, 
Y'lom we hiTe Adim, 
And al sure lordshipe, I We, 
A-londe ted a-wstre." [yhrat. 

Nunc princemt ki^u* wtmuH ejidetur 

Eft the faglit bod unlonke; 
And Ladfer answerde, 
" What lord artow P" qood Lucifer. 
Quis eit ittt? lein 

" Stx Glorut," 
The li^t soone seide, 
" And \(ai of myght and of man, 
And alle manere vertoes. 
Domifuu viriulitm. 
Dukes of this dymme plaoe, 
Anoott undo thise yat«s. 
That Crist may conte in. 
The kjnges sooe of hevene I" 

And witb Hut hreeth helle hrak. 
With Bflialles barreg, ijtm 

For any wye or worde, 
Wide opned the yates. 

Patriarkes and prophetes, 
Popttlu» in lenefms, 
Songen seint Johanes song, 
Eeee agrms Dei. 
Lucifer loke ne myghte. 
So light hym a-bl«ite. 

And tho that onre Lord Wede 
Into his Ught be laugbte; 
And seide to Sathan, mn 
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^ Lio I here my aook to amendea 

For alle synfiiUe soules, 

To save tho that hen worthu 

Myne th^ hen and of me» 

I may the het hem deyme. 

And though Reson reoorde 

And Right, of mysehre 

That if he ete the appol 

Alle sholde deye; 

I hi-highte hem noght here 

Helle for evere. 

For the dede that thei dide, ni45 

Thi deceite it made ; 

With gik thow hem gete^ 

Ageyn alle reson. 

For in my paleia Faradis, 

In persone of an addre, 

Falsliche thow fetteat 

Thyng that I lovede. 

'* Thus y-lik a lusard. 
With a lady Tisage^ 
Thefliche uiow me rohhedeat ; 
And the olde lawe grannteth, maS 
That g^oura he higiledy 
And ^t is good reaon. 
Deniem pro dente et ocutum pro 

ocuio. 
Ergo soule shal soule quyte» 
And synne to aynne wende> 
And al that man hath myanio 
I, man, wole amende ; 
Memhre for memhre 
By the olde lawe was amendea» 
And lif for lif also, itr6r 
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And by that lawe I clayme it, isr^is 
Adam and al his issue 
At my wille herafter, 
And that deeth in hem for-dide 
My deeth shal releve. 
And bothe quykne and quyte 
That quejrnt was thorugh sjnine. 
And that grace gile destruye, 
Good feith it asketh. 
So leve I noght, Lucifer, 
Ayein the lawe I fecche hem ; 
But by right and by reson 
Raunsone here my liges. 
Non vent solvere legem, sed adim" 
plere. 

*' Thow fettest myne in my place 
Ayeins alle reson, 
Falsliche and felonliche ; 
Good feith me it taughte, 
To recovere hem thorugh raunson, 
And by no reson ellis. 
So that thorugh gile thow gete, 
Thorugh grace it is y-wonne. is79o 
Thow Lucifer in liknesse 
Of a luther addere 
Getest hi gile 
Tho that God lovede. 

'^ And I in liknesse of a leode, 
That lord am of hevene, 
Graciousliche thi grile have quyt; 
Go grile ayein gile. 
And as Adam and alle 
Thorugh a tree deyden ; 
Adam and alle thorugh a tree issoi 
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iShul turne ayein to ly ve ; leaos 

And gile is bigiled. 

And in his gile fallen* 

JSt cecidii infoveam quant fedL 

^^ Now bigynneth thi gile 
Ageyn thee to turne, 
And my grace to growe 
Ay gretter and .widder ; 
That art doctour of deeth, 
Drynk that thow madest. 

'' For I that am lord of lif, 
Love is my dr3^ke ; issis 

And for that drynke to^ay 
I deide upon erthe. 
I faught so, me thursteth yit, 
For mannes soule sake; 
May no drynke me moiste, 
Ne my thurst slake, 
Til the vendage falle 
In the vale of Josaphat, 
That I drynke right ripe must, 
Resurrecito morttMrum ; 
And thanne shal I oome as a kyng, 
Crouned with aungeles, 
And have out of helle 
Alle mennes soules. 

*^ Fendes and iyndekynes 
Bifore me shul stande. 
And be at my biddyng 
Wher so evere me liketh ; 
And to be merciable to man 
Thanne my kynde asketh. 
For we beth bretheren of blood, 
But noght in baptisme alle. isss^ 
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Ac alle that beth larpue hole bi^ 
In blood and in baptifittM, [thentt, 
Shul noght be dampBed to thedeetb 
That is withouteB ende* 
TiH soli peeoavif eic. 

^' It is noght nsed in erthe, 
To hangen a feloim 
Ofter than ones. 
Though he were a tretour. 
And ^'the kjng of that kjmgdoiii 
Come in thatt tyme 
There feloun thole sholde vmt 
Deeth or oother jnwise, 
Lawe wolde he yeve hym lif^ 
If he loked on hym. 
And 1, that am kyng of kynges^ 
Shal come swich a tyme 
Ther doom to the deeth 
Dampneth alle wikked ; 
And if lawe wole I loke on hem. 
It lith in my grace 
Wheither thei deye or deye noght 
ijfor that thei diden ille ; is86b 

Be it any thyng a-bought 
The boldnesse of hir synnes, 
I do mercy thorugh rightwisnesse^ 
And alle my wordes trewe ; 
And though holy writ wole that I 

be wroke 
Of hem that diden ille,^«« 
Nullum malum impunitum, etc,*'^ 
Thei shul be clensed derliche^ 
And wasshen of hir 83mneS, 
In my prlsone Purgatorie, it8G6 
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HI parce h bote, M869 

Ana my mercy shal be shewed 
To manye of my bretheren. 
For blood may suffre blood, 
Bothe bmigry and a-cale; 
Ac blood may no^bt se blood 
Blede, bat bym rewe« 
Audivi arcana v&rlm qua ncn licet 
hammi loaui. 

** Ac my nglitwiaiieese and rigbt 
Sbul rul^i al belle, 
And mercy al mankynde leaeo 
Bifore me in beTone* 
For I were an unkynde kyng', 
But I my kynde belpe, 
And namelicbe at swich a nede. 
Ther nedes help bihoveth. 
Non ifUrei in judicium cum servo 
ttto. 

^* Thns by lawe," quod cure Lord, 
^ Lede I wole fro hennes 
Tho that me lovede 
And leved in my comynge. issgi 
And for thi lesynge, Lucifer, 
That thow leigbe til Eve, 
Thow sbalt abyen it bittre :''-^ 
And bond bjrm with cheynes. 
Astroth anaal the route 
Hidden hem in hemes ; [Lord, 
They dorste noght loke on oure 
The boldeste of hem alle^ 
But leten bym lede forth whom 

bym liked. 
And lete whom bym lister i<90& 



394 THE VISION OF 

Manye hundred of aungeles i29o« 
Haipeden and songen^ 
Culpai caro, purgat caro, 
Regnai Deus Dei caro. 

Thanne pipede Pees 
Of Poesie a note, 
Clarior est soliio post maxima ne- 
bula Phabus, 
Post inimicitias, etc* [Pees, 

'^ After sharpe shoures/' quod 
^^ Moost shene is the sonne ; 
Is no weder warmer is9is 

Than after watry cloudes ; 
Ne no love levere, 
Ne lever frendes, 
Than after werre and wo, 
Whan Love and Pees ben maistres. 
Was nevere werre in this world, 
Ne wikkednesse so kene, 
That ne Love, and hym liste, 
To laughynge ne broughte, 
And pees thorugh pacience 
Alle perils stoppeth." 12924 

" Trewes," quod Truthe ; 
^' Thow tellest us sooth, by Jhesus ! 
Clippe we in covenaunt, 
And ech of us clippe oother." 
" And leteth no peple," quod Pees, 
" Perceyve that we chidde. 
Por inpossible is no thjnig 
To hym that is almyghty.*' 

" Thow seist sooth," quod Right- 
wisnesse ; 
And reverentliche hire kiste. 12934 
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** Pees and pees here ! is9S5 

Per 94Bcula saculorumJ* 
Misericardia et Veritas obviaverunt 

sibi, justitia et pax osculate 

sunt. 
Truthe trumpede tho, 
And song Te Deum laudamiu; 
And thanne lutede, 
In a loud note, 
Ecce qtuLtn bonum et qiuimjocun' 

dum, etc. 
Til the day dawed 12944 

Thise damyseles dauncede, 
That men rongen to the resurexion. 
And right with that I wakede. 
And callede Kjrtte my wif, 
And Calote my doghter ; 
And had hem rise and reverence 
Goddes resurexion; 
And crepe to the cros on knees, 
And kisse it for a juwel, 
For Goddes hlissede hody 
It har for oure boote; 
And it a-fereth the fend. 
For swich is the myghte. 
May no grisly goost 
Glide there it walketh, 12999 




d^^ K/ Pasius Decinms Nbnuf, ei explicit 
Do4>et, et incipit Do-hesL 

THUS I awaked and wroot 
What I hadde y^drcaaed; 
And dighte me derdy. 
And dide me to diirche^ 
To here holly the masse. 
And to he honsled alter*. 

In myddes of the massoy 
Tho men yede to offryng', 
I fel eft soones a-slepe ; 
And sodeynly me metle 
That Piers the Plowman 
Was peynted al hlody, 
And com in with a cros isgfi 

Bifore the commie peple. 
And right lik in alle thynges 
To oure lord Jhesns. 

And thanne called I Conscienee, 
To kenne me the sothe; 
" Is this Jhesus the justere/' quod I, 
" That Jewes dide to dethe ? 
Or it is Piers the Plowman. 
Who peynted hym so rede ?" 

Quod Conscience, and kneledtho, 
^^ Thise am Piers armes, isgss 
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Hise colours and his cote armure ; 
Ac he that oometh so Uody 
Is Crist with his cros, 
Conquei^ur of cristene." 

" Why calle hym Crist," quod I, 
*^ Sithen Jewes (adle hym Jhesus? 
Patriarkes and pn>|^te8 
Prophecied bifore 
That aUe kyime creatnres 
Sholden knekn and boweo:!, 
Anoon as men nem|med 
The name of God Jhesu. 1299$ 
Ergo is no name 
To the name of Jhesus ; 
Ne noon so nedeful to nempne 
By nyghte ne by daye. 
For alle derke develes 
Xm a-drad to heren it; 
And synfuUe aren solaced 
And saved by that name. 
And ye callen hym Crist ; 
For what cause telleth me? 
Is Crist moore of myght, isfloC 

And moore worthi name. 
Than Jhesu or Jhesus, 
That al oure joye com of?" 

" Thowknowest w«l/' quod Con- 
soienoe, 
^ And thow konne reson. 
That knyght, kyng, conquerour, 
May be o persone. 
To be called a knyght is fair. 
For men shul knele to hynt; 
To be called a kyog is fairer^ i3oi6 
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For he may knyghtes make ; isoir 
Ac to be conquerour called. 
That Cometh of special grace. 
And of hardynesse of herte. 
And of hendenesse, 
To make lordes of laddes 
Of lond that he wynneth, 
And fre men foule thralles 
That folwen noght hise lawes. 

" The Jewes that were gentil men^ 
Jhesus thei despised, 
Bothe his loore and his lawe ; isoss 
Now are thei lowe cherles. 
As wide as the world is, 
Noon of hem ther wonyeth 
But under tribut and taillage, 
As tikes and cherles ; 
And tho that bicome cristene 
Bi counseil of the baptisme, 
Aren frankeleyns, free men, 
Thorugh fuUynge that thei toke, 
And gentil men with Jhesu ; 
For Jhesu was y-fulled, 13039 

And upon Calyarie on cros 
Y-crouned kyng of Jewes. 

" It bicometh to a kyng 
To kepe and to defende ; 
And conquerour of conquest 
Hise lawes and his large. 
And so dide Jhesus the Jewes, 
He justified and taughte hem 
The lawe of lif, 
That laste shal evere ; 
And defended from foule yveles, 
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Feveres and flaxes, isosi 

And from fendes that in hem were. 

And false bileve. 

Tho was he Jhesus of Jewes called. 

Gentile prophete, 

And kyug of hir kyngdom, 

And croune bar of thomes. 

'* And tho conquered he on cros. 
As conquerour noble. 
Mighte no deeth hym for-do, 
Ne a-doun, brynge, 
That he naroos and regnede, isoes 
And rayysshed helle : 
And tho was he conquerour called 
Of quyke and of dede. 
For he yaf Adam and Eve 
And othere mo blisse. 
That longe hadde y-leyen bifore 
As Luciferis cherles. 

** And sith he yaf largely 
Alle hise lele liges 
Places in Paradis, 
At hir partynge hennes ; 13073 

He may wel be called conquerour, 
And that is Crist to mene. 

^* Ac the cause that he cometh 
With cros of his passion, [thus, 
Is to wissen us therwith 
That whan that we ben tempted, 
Therwith to fighte and defenden us 
Fro fallynge to synne. 
And so bi his sorwe, 
That who so loveth joye 
To penaunce and to poverte i3084 
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He moste puten hymsdyen, t^odS 

And miiche wo in this world 

To willen and suffrea* 

. ^' Ac to earpe moore of Cmt, 

And how he com to tiboi najBe, 

Faithly for to speke. 

His firste name was JfaesiM ; 

Tho be was born in Bethleem« 

As the book telletb, 

And cam to take maAkynde, 

Kynges and aungelea 

Reyerenced hym faire tap96 

With richesses of ertbe, 

Aungeles out of faerene 

Come knelynge and songe, 

Gloria in excelm Deo, etc. 

" Kynges that come afler 
Knelede, and ofirede 
Mirre and muche gold, 
Withouten mercy askynge 
Or any kynnes catel, 
But Imowelichynge h3rm sorereyn 
Botbe of lond, sonne, and see, 
And sithenes thei wente 
Into hir kyngene kith, 
By counseil of aungeles. 
And there was that word fulfilled 
The which thow of speke. 
Omnia caslestia terrestriajlectaniur 
in hoc nomine Jhesu. 

" For alle the aungeles of hevene 
At his burthe knelede, 
And al the wit of the world 
Was in tho thre kynges> isais 
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Reson and rigbtwisnesse 13119 

And ruthe thei offirede ; 
Wberfore and why 
Wise men that tyine» 
Maistres and lettred men, 
Magi hem callede. 

*' That o kjng earn with reson, 
CoTered under sense . 

" The seconde kyng siththe 
Soothliche offirede 
Rightwisnesse under reed gold, 
Resones felawe. is 130 

For gold is likned to leautee 
That laste shal evere. 

** The thridde kyng tho kam 
Knelynge to Jhesu, 
And presented hym with pitee, 
Apperpge by mirre. 
For mirre is mercy to mene 
And mylde speche of tonge. 

" Thre y-liche boneste thynges 
Were offired thus at ones, 
Thorugh thre kynne kynges isui 
Knelynge to Jhesu. 

'* Ac for alle thise preciouse pre- 
Oure Lord kyng Jhesus [sentz. 
Was neither kyng ne conquerour, 
Til he gan to wexe 
In the manere of a man, 
And that by muchel sleighte, 
As it bicometh a conquerour 
To konne manye sleightes, , 
And manye wiles and wit. 
That wole ben a ledere. 13152 

D D 
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And so dide Jhesu in bise dayes. 
Who so hadde tyme to telle it. 

^* Som t3rme he sufirede. 
And som tyme he hidde hym ; 
And som tyme he faught faste. 
And fleigh ouiher while ; 
And som tyme he gaf good, 
And grauntede heele bothe, 
Lif and lyme, 
As hym liste he wroghte. 
As kynde is of a conquerour, 
So comsede Jhesu, isi64 

Til he hadde alle hem 
That he for bledde. 

" In his juventee this Jhesus 
At Jewene feeste 
Water into wyn tumede, 
As holy writ telleth. 
And there bigan God 
Of his grace to do-wel. 
For wyn is likned to lawe 
And lif-holynesse. 
And lawe lakkede tho, 13175 

For men lovede noght hir enemys. 
And Crist counseileth thus. 
And comaundeth bothe. 
To lered and to lewede 
To lovyen oure enemys. 
So at that feeste first, 
As I bifore tolde, 
Bigan God of his grace 
And goodnesse to do-wel. 
And thanne was he called 
Noght holy Crist, but Jhesu, i3is6 
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A faunt fyn ful of wit, ' isisr 

Filius Mariw* 

For bifore his moder Marie 

Made he that wonder ; 

That she first and formest 

Ferine sholde bileve 

That he thorugh grace was gete, 

And of no gome ellis. 

He WToghte that by no wit, 

But thorugh word one ; 

After the kynde that he cam of. 

There comsede he do-wel. isigs 

*^ And whan he woxenwasmoore, 
In his moder absence, 
He made lame to lepe. 
And yaf light to blynde, . 
And fedde with two fisshes. 
And with fyve loves, 
Sore a-fyngred folk 
Mo than fyve thousand. 

'* Thus he confortede carefulle 
And caughte a gretter name. 
The which was Do-bet, 13209 

Where that he wente, [here. 

For deve thorugh hise doynges to 
And dombe speke he made. 
And alle he heeled and halp 
That hym of grace askede. 
And tho was he called in contre 
Of the comune peple. 
For the dedes that he dide, 
Fili David, JhesiM, 
For David was doghtiest 
Of dedes in his tyme. asseo 
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The burdes tho songe, lassi 

Saul interfecit mille^ el David de^ 
cem mUlia. 

<< For-thi the eontree ther Jheeu 
Called hjnkjili David, [cam 

And nempned hym of Nazareth, 
And BO man so worthi 
To be kaiser or kyng 
Of the kyngdom of Juda, 
Ne over Jewes justice, , 

As Jkesus was, hem thoughite. 

'* Wherof Cajphas hadde envye, 
And othere of die Jewes ; 
And for to doon hym to dethe 
Day and nyght thei casten, 
KiUeden hym on cros wise 
At Calvarie on Friday, 
And sithen buriede his body. 
And beden that men sholde 
Kepen it fro nyght comeris 
With knyghtes y-armed. 
For no frendes sholde hym fecche. 
For prophetes hem tolde i3«4i 

That that blissede body 
Of burieles risen sholde. 
And goon into Galilee, 
And gladen hise apostles, 
And his moder Marie ; 
Thus men bifore dCT[iede. 

" The knyghtes that keplen it 
Bi-knewe it hemselven. 
That aungeles and archaungeks 
£r the day spronge 
Come knelynge to the corps, 13354 
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And Bongen Chri$tu$ remr^eM, 
Verniy men biibre hem alle, 
And forth with hem he jede» 

^' The Jewes [»«ide hem be pees, 
And bisongfate the knyghtes 
Telle the comune that ther cam 
A compaignie of hise apodtles^ 
And biwicched hem as thei woke, 
And awey stolen it« 

'^ Ac Marie Mauddeyne 
Mette hjrm by the weye, 
Goynge toward Galilee isoiw 

In godhede and manhede, 
And lyves and lokynge, "' ''- 
AncTline a-loud cride 
In ech a compaignie ther she cam, 
Christus r$9urgeM. 

" Thus cam it out that Crist oter* 
Reooverede and lyvede. [coom, 
Sic opartet Christtan paii et in^ 

(rare, etc. 
For that that wommen witeth, 
May noght wel be counseille. issn 

** Peter paroeyved al this, 
And pursued afber, 
Bothe James and Johan, 
Jhesu for to seke, 
Thaddee and ten mo. 
With Thomas of Inde. 
And as alle thise wise wyes 
Weren togideres, 
In an hous al bi-shet^ 
And hir dore y^-barred, 
Crist cam in, and al closed laeas 
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Bothe dore and yates, issad 

To Peter and to thise apostles, 
And seidepax vobis t 
And took Thomas by the hand^ 
And taughte hym to grope, 
And feele with hise fyngres 
His flesshliche herte. 

^^ Thomas touched it. 
And with his tonge seide, 
' Detis meus et Dominus meus — 
Thow art my lord, I bileve, 
My God, lord Jhesu ; issoo 

Thow deidest and deeth tholedest,. 
And deme shalt us alle, 
And now art lyvynge and lokynge. 
And laste shalt eyere.' 

" Crist carpede thanne, 
And curteisliche seide, 
^ Thomas, for thow trowest this, 
And treweliche bilevest it. 
Blessed mote thow be. 
And be shalt for evere ; 
And blessed mote thei alle be 
In body and in soule 
That nevere shul se me in sighte. 
As thow doost nowthe, 
And lelliche bileve al this, 
I love hem and blesse hem/ 
Beati qui non viderunty etc* 

*^ And whan this dede was doon. 
Do-best he taughte. 
And yaf Piers power. 
And pardon he grauntede^ 
To alle manei^ men ■ issss 
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Mercy and forgifnesse, issss 

Hym mygbt to assoille 

Of alle manere synne, 

In covenaunt that thei come 

And knewelicbed to pde 

To Piers pardon the Plowman, 

Redde quod debes. 

*^ Thus hath Piers power, 
By his pardon paied, 
To bynde and unbynde, 
Bothe here and elUs where ; 
And assoille men of alle synnes, 
Save of dette one. 13335 

'^ Anoon after an heigh 
Up into hevene 
He wente, and wonyeth there, 
And wol come at the laste, 
And rewarde hym right wel 
That reddit quod debet, 
Paieth parfitly, 
As pure truthe wolde ; 
And what persone paieth it nought^ 
Punysshen he thenketh, 13345 

And demen hem at domes day 
Bothe quyke and dede. 
The goode to the godhede 
And to greet joye, 
And wikkede to wonye 
In wo withouten ende." 

Thus Conscience of Crist 
And of the cros carpede, 
And counselled me to knele therto* 
And thanne cam, me thoughte, 
OoQ spiritus paracliim 13356 
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To Piers and to hise felawes, isssr 

In liknesse of a ligbtnynge 

He lighte on ^em alio. 

And made hem konne aiid knowe 

Alle k3n3ne langages. 

I wondred what that was, 

And waggede Conscience, ] 

And was a-fered of the light, 

For in fires lightnesse 

Spiritus paracliius 

Oyer-spntdde hem alle. 

Quod Conscience, and kn^ede, 
^^ This is Cristes messager, 
And cometh fro the greie God, 
And Grace is his name. 
Knele now," quod Conscience, 
*' And if thow kanst synge. 
Welcome hym and worshipe hym 
With Veni creator gpiritus" 

Thanne song I that song. 
So dide manye hundred. 
And cride with Conscience, 
" Help us, God of Grace I" issza 

And thanne higan Grace 
To go with Piers Plowman, 
And counseillede hym and Con- 
The comune to sompne ; [science 
" For I wole dele to*day 
And gyve divine grace 
To alle kynne creatures 
That han hir fyve wittes, 
Tresour to Ijrve hy 
To hir lyves ende. 
And wepne to fighte with i.ri90i 
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That wole nevere ^lle. issgi 

For Antecrist and hise 
Al the world shnl greye. 
And acombre thee, Conscience, 
But if Crist thee helpe* 

*^ And false prophetes fele, 
Flatereris and gloseris, 
ShuUen come and be curatoors 
Over kynges and eries. 
And Pride shal be pope, 
Prynce of holy ohirehe, 
Coveitise and unkyndenesse isms 
Cardinals hym to lede ; 
For-thi," quod Grace, "er I go^ 
I wol gyve yow tresor. 
And wepne to fighte with 
Whan Antecrist yow assailleth." 
And gaf ech man a grace 
To gide with hymselven, [noght, 
That ydelnesse encombre hym 
Envye ne pride. 
DivUionex ffratiarwm sunt^ tic. 

Some he yaf wit 1341.1 

With wordes to shewe, 
Wit to Wynne hir liflode with, 
As the world asketh, 
As preehours and preestes, 
And prentices of lawe, 
They lelly to lyve 
By labour of tonge> 
And by wit to wissen othere 
As grace hem wolde teche^ 

And some he kennede craft 
And konnynge of sighte, iMe4 
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With sellyngre aad buggynge is4S5 
Hir bQyve to wynne. 

And some be lered to laboure> 
A lele lif and a trewe ; 
And some be taugbte to tilie» 
To dycbe and to tbeccbe. 
To Wynne with hir liflode 
Bi loore of his techynge. 

And some to devyne and divide, 
Noumbres to kenne ; 
And some to compace craftily^ 
And colours to make ; 13436 

And some to se and to seye 
What sholde bifalle, 
Bothe of wele and of wo. 
Telle it er it felle, [mje. 

As astronomyens thorugb astrono* 
And pbilosofres wise. [vere 

And some to ryde, and to reco- 
That wrongfully was wonne ; 
He wissed hem to wynne it ayein 
Thorugb wightnesse of bandes. 
And feccben it fro false men 13447 
With foluyles lawes. 

And some he lered to lyve 
In longynge to ben hennes, 
In poverte and in penaunce» 
To preie for alle cristene. 
And alle be lered to be lele» 
And ecb a craft love ootber; 
And forbad hem alle debat. 
That noon were among hem. 
'* Though some be clenner than 
Ye se wel," quod Grace, [some, 
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''That be that useth the faireste 

craft) 
To the fouleste I kouthe have put 
Thynketh alle," quod Grace, [hynu 
'' That grace cometh of my gifte ; 
Loketh that no man lakke oother. 
But loTeth alle as bretheren. 

'' And who that moost maistries 
Be myldest of berynge ; [kan 

And crouneth Conscience kyng, . 
And maketh Craft youre stiward. 
And after Cra^s conseil 13469 
Clotheth yow and fede. 
For I make Piers the Plowman 
My ptocuratour and my reve, 
And registrer to receyve, 
Redde quod debes. 
My prowor and my plowman 
Piers shal ben on erthe, 
And for to tilie truthe 
A teeme shal he have.'' 

Grace gaf Piers a teeme 
Of foure grete oxen. 13480 

That oon was Luk, a large beest. 
And a lowe chered ; 
And Mark, and Mathew the thridde,' 
Myghty beestes bothe ; 
And joyned to hem oon Johan, 
Moost gentil of alle, 
The pris neet of Piers plow, 
Passynge alle othere. 

And Grace gaf Piers 
Of his goodnesse foure stottes ; 
Al that hise ox^n eriedei XH9t 
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Thei to hareweti after. is49« 

Oon highte Austyn, 

And Ambrose another, 

Gregori the grete clerk, 

And Jerom the goode. 

Thise foure the feith to teche 

Folweth Piers teme. 

And harewede in an hand while 

Al holy Scripture, 

With two harewes that thei hadde. 

An oold and a newe. is5ot 

Id est, vetuB Ustamentum ei notwrn. 

And Grace gaf greynes, 
The cardynal vertues. 
And sew hem in mannes soule. 
And sithen he tolde hir names. 
Spiriius prudentUB 
The firste seed highte ; 
And who so ete that, 
Ymagynen he sholde 
Er he deide any deeth, 
Devyse wel the ende ; issis 

And lemed men a ladel bugge 
With a long stele, 
And caste for to kepe a crokke 
To save the fatte above. 

The seconde seed highte 
Spiritui temperaniuB* 
He that ete of that seed 
Hadde swich a kynde, [dr3mke 
Sholde nevere mete ne mtichel 
Make hym to swelle, 
Ne no scomere ne scolde 
Out of skile hym brynge, isms 
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Ne wynnynge ne wele 13526 

Of worldUche richesse^ 
Waste word of ydehiesse 
Ne wikked speche moeve ; 
Sholde no curious dooth 
Comen on his rugge, 
Ne no mete in his mouth 
That maister Johan spioede* 

The thridde seed that Piers sew 
Was spiritu9/oriUudinis. 
And who ete that seed, i35sd 

Hardy was he eyere 
To sufiren al that God sente, 
Siknesse and angres ; 
Mighte no lesjmges ne lyere, 
Ne los of worldly catel, 
Maken hym for any moamynge 
That he nas murie in soule. 
And bold and abidynge 
Bismares to suffire ; 
And pleieth al with pacience 
And parce mihi domine; ism? 

And covered hym under conseille 
Of Caton the wise : 
Estoforti animoy cum sis dampna' 
tus inique. 

The ferthe seed that Piers sew 
Was spiritw fustitia. 
And he that ete of that seed, 
Sholde be evere trewe, 
With God, and naught a-gast, 
But of gile one ; 
For gile gooth so pryvely, 
That good feith outher while i9dd» 
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Maye nougbt ben espied, iss&i 
For fpirUmg jvftiiiig. 

Spirihu justiti^ 
Spareth noght to spiUe 
Hem that ben gilty, 
And for to Y»iTecte 
The kyng, if he falle 
In gilt or in trespas. 
For coanteth he no kynges wrathe, 
Whan he in court sitteth 
To demen as a domes man, 
A-drad was he nevere issri 

Neither of due ne of deeth, 
That he ne dide lawe, 
For present or for preiere, 
Or any prynces lettres ; 
He dide equite to alle 
Eyene forth his power. 

Thise foure sedes Piers sew ; 
And siththe he dide hem harewe 
With olde lawe and newe lawe. 
That loye myghte wexe 
Among tho foure vertues, is58s 
And vices destruye. 
For comunliche in contrees 
Cammokes and wedes 
Foulen the fruyt in the feld, 
Ther thei growen togideres ; 
And so doon vices 
Vertues worthi. 

Quod Piers, " Hareweth alle that 
konneth kynde wit, 
By conseil of thise doctours ; 
And tilieth after hir techynge t^s&i 
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The cardynale vertues." 13993 

'* Ayeins thi greynes,** quod 
" Bigynneth for to ripe, [Grace, 
Ordeigne thee an hous, Piers, 
To herberwe inne thi comes." 

« By God I Grace," quod Piers, 
*' Ye moten gyve tymber. 
And ordeyne that hous, 
£r ye hennes wende." 

And Grace gaf hym the cros. 
With the croune of thomes, 
That Crist upon Calvarie is6o4 
For mankynde on pyned. 
And of his baptisme and blood 
That he bledde on roode 
He made a manere morter, 
And mercy it highte. 
And therwith Grace bigan 
To make a good foundement. 
And watlede it and walled it 
With his peyne and his passion. 
And of al holy writ 
He made a roof after, is6i5 

And called that hous Unitee^ 
Holy chirche on Englisshe. 

And whan this dede was doon, . 
Grace devysede 
A cart highte cristendom 
To carie Piers sheves ; 
And gaf hym caples to his carte, 
Contricion and confession ; 
And made preesthod hayward. 
The while hymself wente 
As wide as the world is i36e6 
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With Piers to tilie tnithe. isesr 

Now is Piers to the plow ; 
And Pride it asfude^ 
And gadered hym a greet oost, 
For to greven he thynketh 
Conscience and alle cristene 
And cardinale vertues, 
Blowe hem doirn and hreke heoi, 
And hite a-two the mores ; 
And sente forth Surquidous, 
His sergeaunt of armes. 
And his spye Spille-love, isess 

Oon Spek-yyelrhihynde. 

Thise two eoome to Conscience, 
And to cristen peple, 
And tolde hem tidynges. 
That tyne thei sholde the sedes 
That Piers there hadde y-sowen, 
The cardynale vertues, 
" And Piers hem worth y-hroke, 
And thei that hen in Unitee 
Shulle come out, and Conscience 
And youre two caples, 13649 

Confession and Contricion ; 
And youre carte the hileeve 
Shal he coloured so queyntely, 
And covered under sophistrie, 
That Conscience shal noght 
Knowe hy Contricion 
Ne by Confession 
Who is cristene or hethene ; 
Ne no manere marchamit 
That with moneie deleth, 
Wheither he wynne with right, 
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With wrong, or with usure. is66i 

" With swiche colours and queynr 
Cometh Pride y-armed, [tise 

With the lord that lyveth after 
The lust of his body, 
To wasten on wel&re, 
And in wikked \yyyug, 
Al the world in a whUe 
Thorugh oure wit>" quod Pryde. 

Quod Conscience to alle cristene 
" My counseil is to wende [tho, 
Hastiliche into Unitee, 13672 

And holde we us there ; 
And praye we that a pees weere 
In Piers heme the Plowman. 
For witterly I woot wel, 
We beth noght of strengthe 
To goon agayn Pride, 
But Grace weere with us." 

And thanne kam Kynde Wit 
Conscience to teche. 
And cryde and comaundede 
Alle cristene peple 136&3 

For to delven a dych 
Depe aboute Unitee, 
That holy chirche stode in Unitee, 
As it a pyl weere. 

Conscience comaundede tho 
Alle cristene to delve, 
And make a muche moot, 
That myghte ben a strengthe 
To helpe holy chirche 
And hem that it kepeth. 

Thanne alle kynne cristene^ 13694 

£ E 
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Save comune wommen, 1S995 

Repenteden and refused synne, 

Save thei one, 

And false men, flatereris, 

Usurers, and theves, 

Lyeris, and queste-mongeres 

That were for-sworen ofte, 

Witynge and wilfully 

With the false helden, 

And for silver were for-swore, 

Soothly they wiste it J 13705 

Ther nas no cristene creature 
That kynde wit hadde, 
Save sherewes one 
Swiche as I spak of. 
That he ne halp a quantite 
Holynesse to wexe, 
Some thorugh bedes biddynge. 
And some thorugh pilgrymages 
And othere pryve penaunces, 
And somme thorugh penyes delynge. 

And thanne wellede water 
For wikkede werkes, 13717 

Egreliche em)mge 
Out of mennes eighen, 
Clennesse out of comune. 
And clerkes clene lyvjmge, 
Made Unitee holy chirche 
In holynesse to stonde. 

" I carenoght," quod Conscience, 
" Though Pride come nouthe. 
The lord of lust shal be letted 
Al this lente, I hope. 
Cometh," quod Conscience, is7S8 
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** Ye cristene, and dyneth, i37«9 

That ban laboured lelly 

Al this lenten t3nne. 

Here is breed y-blessed, 

And Goddes body tberunder : 

Grace, tborugh Goddes word, 

Yaf Rers power 

And myghtes to maken it, 

And men to ete it after 

In belpe of hir heele 

Ones in a monthe, 13739 

Or as offce as thei hadde nede, 

Tho tbat hadde y-paied 

To Piers pardon the Plowman. 

Redde quod debes" 

" How ?" quod al the comune, 
'^ Thow conseillest us to yelde 
Al that we owen any wight, 
Er we go to housel ?" 

" That is my conseil," quod Con- 
" And cardinale vertues, [science, 
That ech man for-gyve oother, 
And that woU the pater-noster. 
Et dimitte nobis dehita nostra^ etc. 
And so to ben assoilled, 
And siththen ben houseled." 

" Ye, baw I" quod a brewere, 
" I wol noght be ruled, 
By Jhesu I for al youre janglynge 
With spiritus justitia, 
Ne after Conscience, by Crist! 
While I kan selle 
Bothe dregges and draf, 
And drawe it .out at oon hole isrtis 



420 THE VISION OF 

Thikke ale and thynne ale^ ist63 

For that is my kynde. 

And noght hakke after holynesse. 

Hold thi tonge, Conscience I 

Of spiritus fusHtiiB 

Thow spekest mucbe on ydel.** 

" Caytif I" quod Conscience^ 
" Cursede wrecche 1 
Un-blessed artow, brewere> 
But if thee God helpe. 
But thow lyve by loore 
Of spiritus justituBf 1377* 

The chief seed that Piers sew, 
Y-saved worstow nevere. 
But Conscience the comune fede^ 
And cardinale vertues^ 
Leve it wel, thei ben lost, 
Bothe lif and soule." 

'' Thanne is many a man lost," 
Quod a lewed vicory. — 
** I am a curatour of holy ktrke, 
And cam nevere in my tyme istm 
Man to me, that me kouthe telle 
Of cardinale vertueS) 
Or that acountede Conscience 
At a cokkes fethere or an hennes. 
I knew nevere cardynal> 
That he ne cam fro the pope ; 
And we derkes, whan thei come» 
For hir comunes paieth, [mete, 
For hir pelure and hir pa&reyes 
And pilours that hem folweth. 

'* The comune clamat coHdie 
Ech a man til oother, 13796 
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The contree is the corseder isrgr 
That cardinals comme inne ; 
And ther thei ligge and lenge moost, 
Liecfaerie there regneth. 

" For-thi," quod this vicory, 
" By verray God I I wolde 
That no cardynal coome 
Among the oomune peple ; 
But in hir holynesse 
Helden hem stille 
At Ayynone among the Jewes,-— * 
Cum sancto sanetus eris, etc.^^ 
Or in Rome, as hir rule wole, 
The relikes to kepe ; [court, 

And thow, Conscience, in kynges 
And sholdest nevere come thennes ; 
And Grace, that thow graddest so of, 
Gyour of alle clerkes ; 
And Piers with his newe plow, 
And ek with his olde, 
Emperour of al the world. 
That alle men were cristene. 

** Inparfit is that pope iseid 

That al the world sholde helpe, 
And sendeth swiche that sleeth hem 
That he sholde save. [Plowman, 

" And wel worthe Piers the 
That pursueth God in doynge, 
Qui pluit super justos 
Et injustos at ones. 
And sent the sonne to save 
A cursed mannes tilthe. 
As brighte as to the beste man, 
Or to the beste womman. issso 
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" Right so Piers the Plowman 
Peyneth hym to tilye 
As wel for a wastour 
And wenches of the stewes, 
As for hymself and hise servauntz, 
Save he is first y-served ; 
And travailleth and tilieth 
For a tretour also soore 
As for a trewe tidy man, 
AUe tymes y-like. [al, 

And worshiped he he that wroghte 
Bothe good and wikke, 13843 

And suffreth that synfulle be, 
[Tyl some tyme that thei repenten]. 
And God amende the pope I 
That pileth holy kirke. 
And cleymeth bifore the kyng 
To be kepere over cristene ; 
And counteth noght though cristene 
Killed and robbed ; [ben 

And fynt folk to fighte, 
And cristen blood to spille, i385s 
Ayein the olde lawe and newe lawe. 
As Luc therof witnesseth. 
Non occides, mihi mndictam, etc* 

" It semeth, bi so 
Hymself hadde his wille, 
That he reccheth right noght 
Of al the remenaunt. 
And Crist of his curteisie 
The cardinals save, 
And tome hir wit to wisdom, 
And to welthe of soule I • [tour. 
For the comune," quod this cura- 
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*^ Coimten fill litel issfiff 

The coonseil of Conscience, 

Or cardinale vertues. 

But if thei seighe, as by sighte, 

Som what to wjmnyng, 

Of gile ne of gabbjrng 

Gyve thei nevere tale. 

For spiritus prudenlue 

Among the peple is gyle ; 

And alle tho faire vertues 

As vices thei semeth. 

£ch man subtileth a sleighte 13376 

Sjmne for to hide, 

And coloureth it for a konnjmge, 

And a clene lyvynge." 

Thanne lough ther a lord, 
And " By this light I" seide, 
*^ I holde it right and reson 
Of my reve to take 
Al that myn auditour, 
Or ellis my styward, 
Counseilleth me hi hir acounte 
And my clerkes writyng. isssr 

With spiritus intellecttis 
Thei seke the reves roUes ; 
And with spiritus fortitudinis 
Fecche it I wole after." 

And thanne cam ther a kyng. 
And, by his croune ! seide, 
^' I am kyng with croune 
The comune to rule. 
And holy kirke and clergie 
From cursed men to fende ; 
And if me lakketh to lyve by, isage 
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The lawe wole I take it issgg 

Ther I may hastilokest it hare. 

For I am heed of lawe ; 

And ye ben but membres, 

And I above alle. 

And sith I am youre aller heed, 

I am youre aller heele, 

And holy chirches chief help, 

And chieftayn of the comune ; 

And what I take of yow two, 

I take it at the techynge 

Of spiritus justitia^ isgio 

For I jugge yow alle. 

So I may boldely be hoasled, 

For I borwe nevere, 

Ne crave of my comune, 

But as my kynde asketh." 

*' In ccmdicion,'' quod Conscience, 
'* That thow konne defende 
And rule thi reaume in reson, 
Right wel and in truthe. 
Take thow mayst in reson 
As thi lawe asketh. lag^i 

Omnia tua stmt ad defendendum, 

sed nan ad depradandum,** 
The viker hadde fer hoom. 
And faire took his leeve ; 
And I awakned therwith. 
And wroot as me mette. isgcT 




(j^ ^ Passus Vicesimm de Visione, et 
Primus de Do-best. 



THANNE as I wente by the 

Whan I was thus awaked, 
Hevy-chered I yede, 
And elenge m herte ; 
I ne wiste wher to ete, 
Ne at what place, 
And it neghed neigh the noon. 
And with Nede I mette 
That afrounted me foule. 
And faitour me called : 
'* Kanstow noght excuse thee, 
As dide the kyng and othere, 13939 
That thow toke to thi bilyre. 
To clothes and to sustenaunce ; 
And by techynge and by tellynge 
Of spiritus temperaniue^ 
And thow nome na-moore 
Than nede thee taughte, 
And nede ne hath no lawe, 
Ne nevere shal ^le in dette ; 
For thre thjrnges he taketh, 
His lif for to save. [weraeth, 

^< That is mete, whan men hym 
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And he no moneye weldeth, isgsi 
Ne wiglit noon wol ben his borugh, 
Ne wed hath noon to legge ; 
And he caughte in that caas. 
And come therto by sleighte, 
He synneth noght, soothliche, 
That so wynnetii his foode. 

*' And though he come so to a 
clooth, 
And kan no bettre chevyssaunce, 
Nede anoon righte 
Nymeth hym under maynprise. 

" And if hym list for to lape, 
The lawe of kynde wolde 
That he dronke at ech dych, 
Er he for thurst deide. 
So Nede al gret nede ^^ 

May nymen, as for his owene, 
Withouten conseil of Conscience 
Or cardynale vertues, 
So that he sewe and save 
Spirittis temperantia. 

" For is no vertue hi fer 
To spiritus temperantia; 13973 

Ne spiritm justituB 
Ne spiritm fortitudinis. 
For spirittis fortitttdinis 
Forfeteth ful ofte. 
He shal do moore than mesure 
Many tjrme and ofte, 
And bete men over bittre, 
And some of hem to litel, 
And greve men gretter 
Than good feith it wolde. isgas 
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" And spiritus justiti<B isg&i 

Shal juggen, wol he nele he, 
After the kynges counseil, 
And the comune like. 
And spirittbs prudentia 
In many a point shal faille 
Of that he weneth wolde falle, 
If his wit ne weere. 
Wenynge is no wysdom, 
Ne wys ymaginacion. 
Homo propanit, et Deus disponit. 
And governeth alle goode vertues ; 
Ac Nede is next hjrm, 
For anoon he meketh, 
And as lowe as a lomb, 
For lakkyng of that hym nedeth. 
Wise men forsoke wele, 
For thei wolde be nedy, 
And woneden in wildemesse, 
And wolde noght be riche. 

" And God al his grete joye 
Goostliche he lefte, 
And cam and took mankynde, 
And bicam nedy. 

So nedy he was, as seith the book, 
In manye sondry places, 
That he seide in his sorwe 
On the selve roode, 
Bothe fox and fowel 
May fle to hole and crepe. 
And the fissh hath fyn 
To flete with to reste, 
Ther Nede hath y-nome me 
That I moot nede abide 14017 
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And suffre sorwes fill soure i4oi8 

That shal to joye tome, 

For-thi be noght abasshed 

To bide and to be nedy ; 

Sith he that wroghte al the world 

Was wilfiilliche nedy, 

Ne nevere noon so nedy 

Ne poverer deide/' 

WHAN Nedehathimder-nome 
me thus, 
Anoon I fil a-^lepe ; i4ot7 

And mette ful merveilloasly. 
That in mannes forme 
Antecrist cam thanne, 
And al the crop of Truthe 
Tomed it up so doun, 
And over-tilte the roote ; 
Andfal&sprynge and sprede/ 
Ana spede mennes nedes, 
In ech a contree ther he cam 
He kutte awey truthe. 
And gerte gile growe there, imsb 
As he a God weere. 

Freres folwede that fend. 
For he gaf hem copes ; 
And religiouse reverenced hym, 
And rongen hir belles, 
And al the covent forth cam 
To welcome that tyraunt, 
And alle hise as wel as hym. 
Save oonly fooles. 
Whiche footis were wel levere 
To deye than to lyve 14049 



PIERS PLOUGHMAN. 429 

Lenger, sith Lenten 14oao 

Was so rebuked. 

And as a fals fend, Antecrist 

Over alle folk regnede, 

Save that were mylde men and bolye> 

That no meschi^ dradden, 

Defyed alle falsnesse 

And folk that it usede ; 

And what kyng that hem conforted, 

Elnowynge hem any while. 

They curaed and bur consdli 

Were it clerk or lewed. Mo6t 

Antecrist hadde thus soone 
Hundredes at his baner, 
And Pride it bar 
Boldely aboute, 
With a lord that lyyeth 
After likyng of body, 
That kam ayein Conscience, 
That kepere was and gyour 
Over kynde cristene 
And cardynale vertues. [tho, 

** I conseille," quod Conscience 
" Cometh with me, ye fooles. 
Into Unite holy chirche, 
And holde we us there; 
And crye we to kynde 
That he come and defende us, 
Fooles, fro thise fendes lymes, 
For Piers love the Plowman ; 
And crye we to al the comune. 
That thei come to Unitee, 
And there abide and bikere 
Ayeins Beliales children*" 14093 



'««. 
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Kjnade Conscience tho herde, 
And cam out of the planetes, 
And sente forth his forreyours, 
Feveres and fluxes, 
Coughes and cardiacles, 
Crampes and tooth-aches, 
Rewmes and radegundes, 
And roynous scabbes. 
Biles and bocches, 
And brennynge agues, 
Frenesies and foule yveles, 
Forageres of kynde, 14095 

Hadde y-priked and prayed 
PoUes of peple, 
That largeliche a legion 
Loste hir lif soone. 

There was, " Harrow and help ! 
Here cometh Kynde, 

With Deeth that is dredful 

To undo us alle I" 

The lord that lyved after lust 

Tho aloud cryde 

After Confort, a knyght, un>6 

To come and here his baner ; 

" A rarme ! d Varme /" quod that 

" Ech lif kepe his owene !" [lord, 
And thanne mette thise men, 

Er mynstrals myghte pipe, 

And er heraudes of armes 

Hadden discryved lordes^ 

Elde the hoore 

That was in the vaunt-warde. 

And bar the baner bifore Deeth, 

Bi right he it cleymede* uiir 
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Kynde cam after, i4ii8 

With many kene soores, 
As pokkes and pestilences. 
And muche peple shente ; 
So Kynde thorugh corrupcions 
Kilde ful manye. 

Deeth cam drjrvynge after, 
And al to duste passhed 
Kynges and knyghtes, 
Kaysers and popes, 
Lered and lewed. 

He leet no man stonde 14129 

That he hitte evene, 
That evere stired after. 
Manye a lovely lady. 
And lenmians of knyghtes, 
Swowned and swelted 
For sorwe of hise dyntes. 

Conscience of his curteisie 
To Kynde he bisoughte 
To cesse and suffre. 
And see wher thei wolde 
Leve Pride pryvely, i4i4o 

And be parfite cristene. 

And K3nade cessede tho 
To se the peple amende. 
Fortune gan flatere thanne 
Tho fewe that were alyve, 
And bi-highte hem long lif. 
And Lecherie he sente 
Amonges alle manere men. 
Wedded and imwedded. 
And gaderede a greet hoost 
Al agayn Conscience. 14151 
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This Lecherie leide on wx 
With a janglynge chiere, 
And with pryvee speche 
And peyntede wordes ; 
And armede hym in ydehiease, 
And in heigh berynge* 
He bar a bowe in his hand, 
And manye brode arewes, 
Weren fethered with fair bi-hesbe 
And many a fiils truthe. 
With hise un-tidy tales 
He tened fill oflte i^iSs 

Conscience and his compaignye, 
Of holy chirehe the techeris. 

Thanne cam Coveitise, 
And caste how he myghte 
Overcome Conscience 
And cardinale vertues, 
And armed hym in avarice, 
And hungriliche ly vede. 
His wepne was al wiles 
To wynnen and to hiden ; 14173 
With glosynges and with gabbynges 
He giled the peple. 

Symonye hym sente 
To assaille Conscience, 
And preched to the peple ; 
And prelates thei hem naaden 
To holden with Antecrist, 
Hir temporaltees to save ; 
And cam to the kynges cauus^e 
As a kene baroun, 
And kneled to Conscience 
In court afore hem alle, i^iss 
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And garte good feith flee, 14186 

And fals to abide ; 

And boldelicbe bar a-doun, 

Witb many a bright noble, 

Muche of the wit and wisdom 

Of Westmynstre Halle. 

He jogged to a justice. 

And justed in his eere. 

And over-tilte al his truthe 

With '< Tak this up amendement.*' 

And to the Arches in haste 
He yede anoon after, 14197 

And tomede cyvyle into symonye, 
And siththe he took the official 
For a mantel of menever, 
And made lele matrymoyne 
Departen er deeth cam, 
And devors shapte. [cryde tho, 

** Alias I" quod Conscience, and 
" Wolde Crist of his grace 
That coveitise were cristene ! 
That is so kene a fightere, 
And boold and bidynge i4«oe 

While his bagge laisteth.'' 

" And thanne lough Lyf, 
And leet daggen hise clothes, 
And armed hym an haste 
With harlotes wordes ; 
And heeld holjrnesse a jape, 
And hendenesse a wastour ; 
And leet leautee a cherl, 
And lyere a fre man ; 
Conscience and his counseil 
He counted at a flye, 14219 

F F 
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Thus relyede Lif, i4S9a 

For a litel fortune ; 

And priketh forth with Pride, 

Preiseth he no vertue, 

Ne careth noght how Kynde slow. 

And shal come at the laste, 

And kille alle erthely creatures, 

Save Conscience oone. 

Lyf lepte aside, 

And laughte hym a lemman ; 

'^ Heele and I, ' quod he, 

" And heighnesse of herte, i423i 

Shal do thee noght drede 

Neither deeth ne elde, 

And to forgyte sorwe, 

And gyve noght of synne." 

This likede Lif, 
And his lemman Fortune ; 
And geten in hir glorie 
A gadelyng at the laste, 
Oon that muche wo wroghte, 
Sleuthe was his name. 
Sleuthe wax wonder yeme, i4S4« 
And soone was of age. 
And wedded oon Wanhope, 
A wenche of the stuwes. 
Hir sire was a sysour 
That nevere swoor truthe, 
Oon Tomme Two-tonge, 
Attejmt at ech enqueste. 

This Sleuthe was war of werre, 
And a slynge made, 
And threw drede of dispair 
A dozeyne myle ahoute. i436S 
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For care Conscience the liSM 
Cryde upon £lde, 
And bad hym fonde to fighte, 
And a-fere Wanhope. 

And Elde hente good hope, 
And hastiliche he shifte hym, 
And wayved awey Wanhope, 
And with Lif he fighteth. 
And Lif fleigh for feere 
To phisik after helpe, 
And bisoughte hym of socour, 
And of his salve he hadde. 14965 
He gaf hym gold good woon, 
That gladede his herte ; 
And thei gyven hym ageyn 
A glazene howve. 

Lyf leeved that lechecraft 
Lette sholde elde, 
And dryven awey deeth 
With dyas and drogges. 

And Elde auntred hym on lyf, 
And at the laste he hitte 
A phisicien with a furred hood, 
That he fel in a palsie, 
And there dyed that doctour 
Er thre dayes after. 

" Now I se," seide Lif, 
*' That surgerie ne phisik 
May noght a myte availle 
To mede ayein Elde." 
And in hope of his heele 
Good herte he hente. 
And rood forth to a revel, 
A ryche place and a murye ; u^&r 
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The compaign ye of oonfort 14288 
Men cleped it som tyme. 

And Elde anoon afl;er. me 
And over myn heed yede ; 
And made me balled bifore, 
And bare on the crowne. 
So harde he yede over myn heed. 
It wole be sene evere. [quod I, 

" Sire yvele y-taught, Elde !" 
" Unhende go with the I 
Sith whanne was the wey 
Over mennes heddes ? i49gg 

Haddestow be hende/' quod I, 
" Thow woldest have asked leeve." 

" Ye, leve lurdeyn I" quod he ; 
And leyde on me with age. 
And hitte me under the ere^ 
Unnethe myghte ich here, [mouth, 
He buffetted me so aboute the 
That out my teeth he bette ; 
And gyved me in goutes, 
I may noght goon at large. i4S09 
And of the wo that I was inne 
My wif hadde ruthe, 
And wisshed fill witterly 
That I were in hevene ; 
For the lyme that she loved me fore, 
And leef was to feele, — 
On nyghtes, namely, 
Whan we naked weere,— 
I ne myghte in no manere 
Maken it at hir wille ; 
So Elde and she, soothly, 
Hadden it for-beten. ]43sj 
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And as I seet in this sorwe, 14982 
I saugh how Kjnde passede; 
And Deeth drogh neigh me. 
For drede gan I quake, 
And cryde to Kjnde, 
" Out of care me brynge I 
Lo I Elde the hoore 
Hath me bi-seye. 
Awreke me I if youre wille be* 
For I wolde ben hennes." 

*^ If thow wolt be wroken, 
Wend into Unitee, i433S 

And hold thee there evere. 
Til I sende for thee ; 
And loke thow konne som craft, 
Er thow come thennes." 

^^ Counseille me, Kynde," quod I, 
** What craft is best to leme." 

*^ Leme to love," quod Kynde, 
** And leef of alle othere.** 

^^ How shal I come to catel so, 
To clothe me and to feede ?" X434S 

** And thow love lelly," quod he, 
** Lakke shal thee nevere 
Mete ne worldly weede, 
While thi Uf iMteth.*' 

And there by conseil of Kynde 
I comsed to rome 
Thorugh Contridon and Confession, 
Til I cam to Unitee. [stable 

And there was Confidence cone>- 
Cristene to save. 
And bisegede soothly 
With sevene grete geauntc 14SS5 
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That with Antechrist helden i4sa6 
Harde ayein Conscience. 

Sleuthe with his slynge 
An hard assaut he made. 
Proude preestes coome with hym 
Mo than ^ thousand, 
In paltokes and pyked shoes. 
And pisseris longe knyres, 
Coomen ayein Conscience, 
With Coveitise thei helden. 

" By Marie I" quod a mansed 
Of the Marche of Walys, [preest 
<< I counte na-moore Conscience^ 
By so I cacche silver, 
Than I do to drynke 
A draughte of good ale." 
And so seiden sixty 
Of the same contree ; 
And shotten ayein with shot 
Many a sheef of othes, 
And brode hoked arwes, 
Goddes herte and hise nayles ; 
And hadden almoost Unitee, 14373 
And holynesse a-down. [gie ! 

Conscience cryede, " Help, Cler- 
Or ellis I falle, 
Thorugh inparfite preestes 
And prelates of holy chirche." 
Freres herden hym crye. 
And comen hym to helpe ; 
Ac for thei kouthe noght wel hir 
Conscience forsook hem. [craft, 

Nede neghede tho neer, 
And Conscience he tolde uaa^ 
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That thei come for coveitise 14390 

To have cure of soules ; [tore, 

" And for thei are povere, peraven- 

For patrymoyne thei faille, 

They wol flatere and fare wel 

With folk that ben riche. 

And sithen thei chosen chele 

And cheitifUi^ poverte, 

Lat hem chewe as thei chose, 

And charge hem with no cure* 

For lomere he lyeth, 

That Mode moot begge, i44ot 

Than he that laboureth for liflode^ 

And leneth it beggeris. 

And sithen freres forsoke 

The felicite of erthe, 

Lat hem be as beggeris 

Or lyve by aungeles foode." 

'^ Conscience of this counseil tho 
Comsede for to laughe, 
And curteisliche conforted hem, 
And called in alle freres, 
And seide, " Sires, soothly 1M12 
Welcome be ye alle. 
To Unitee and holy chirche ; 
Ac o thyng I yow preye, 
Holdeth yow in Unitee, 
And haveth noon envye 
To lered ne to lewed. 
But lyvetk after youre reule. 
And 1 wol be youre borugh 
Ye shal have breed and clothes 
And othere necessaries y-nowe, 
Yow shal no thyng faille, i44e3 
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With that je leve logik, imm 

And lemeUi for to loyye. 

For love lafte thei lordshipe, 

Bothe loud and aoole, 

Frere Fnumceys and Domyn jk. 

For love to be holje. 

** And if ye ooveite cure, 
Kynde wol yow teche 
That in mesore God made 
Alle nuinere thynges, 
And sette hem at a eertein 
And a siker nombre, imss 

And nempnede names newe, 
And noumbrede the sterres. 
Qui numtrat muUitudinem stella^ 
runiy et ammlms eiSy etc, 

^ Kynges and knyghtes 
That kepen and defenden, 
Han officers under hem, 
And ech of hem a eertein. 
And if thei wage men to werre, 
Thei write hem in noumbre ; 
Alle othere in bataille imi6 

Ben y-holde brybours,^ 
Pylours and pyke-hameys, 
In ech a place y-cursed, 
Wol no man tresore hem paie, 
Travaille thei never so soore. 

'^ Menkes and moniales, 
And alle men of religion, 
Hir ordre and hir reule wole 
To ban a eertein noumbre. 
Of lewed and of lered, 
The lawe wole and asketh 14457 
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A certein' for a certein, 14108 

Save oonliche of freres. [Crist I 

" For-thi," quod Consdence, " by 
Kynde wit me teUeth 
It is wikked to wage yow, 
Ye wexen out of noumbre ; 
Hevene bath evene noumbre, 
And belle is witboute noumbre. 
For-tbi I wolde witterly 
Tbat ye were in tbe registre, 
And youre noumbre under notaries 
And neither mo ne lasse.'' [signe? 

Envye herde this, 
And beet freres to go to scole 
And leme logyk and lawe, 
And ek contempladon, 
And precbe men of Plato, 
And prove it by Seneca, 
Tbat alle thynges under hevene 
Ougbte to ben in comune. 

And yet he lyetb, as I leve, 
Tbat to the lewed so precheth ; 
For God made to men a lawe, 14480 
And Moyses it taughte. 
Non concupisces rem proximi tut. 

And yvele is this y-holde 
In parisshes of Engelonde ; 
For persons and parissh-preestes 
Tbat sbolde the peple sbryve, 
Ben curatours called, 
To knowe and to hele# 
Alle tbat ben bir parisshens, 
Penaunce to enjoigne ; [shrift ; . 
And sbolden be ashamed in his ^ 



K 
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Ac shame ipaketh hem wende 14499 

And fleen to the freres, 

As fals folk to Westmynstre, 

That borweth, and bereth it thider. 

And thanne biddeth frendes 

Yerne of forgifnesse, 

Or lenger jeres loone. 

Ac while he is in Westmynstre^ 

He wol be bifore, 

And maken hym murie 

With oother mennes goodes. 14509 

And so it fareth with muche folk 
That to the freres hem shryveth, 
As sisours and executours, 
Thei wol gyve the freres 
A parcel to preye for hem, 
And make hemself murye [naunt 
With the residue and the reme- 
That othere men bi-swonke, 
And sufPre the ded^ in dette 
To the day of doome. 

Envye herfore 
Hatede Conscience ; 14514 

And freres to philosophic 
He fond thfffiBe to scole» [nesse» 
The while Coveitise and Unkynde- 
Conscience assaillede. 
In Unitee holy chirche 
Conscience held hym, 
And made Pees porter 
To pynne the yates, 
Of alle tale-telleris 
And titeleris in ydel. i45«4 
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Ypocrisie and he U5t5 

An hard assaut thei made, 
And woundede wel wikkedly 
Many a wis techere 
That with Conscience acordede 
And cardynale vertaes. 

Conscience called a leche, 
That koude wel shryve, 
To go salve tho that sike hen 
And thorugh synne y-wounded. 
Shrift shoop sharpe salve, 14535 
And made men do penaunce 
For hir mys-dedes 
That thei wroght hadde, 
And that Piers were y-payed : 
Redde quod debts. 

Some liked noght this leche, 
And lettres thei sente, ' 

If any surgien were^he segre ^' *' 
That softer koude piastre. 
Sire Leef-to-lyve-in-lecherie 
Lay there and gronede, 
For fastynge of a Frydaye 14547 
He ferde as he wolde deye. 

^' Ther is a surgien in this sege 
That softe kan handle, 
And moore of phisik hi fer, 
And fairer he plastreth, 
Oon frere Flaterere, 
Is phisicien and surgien.*' 

Quod Contricion to Conscience, 
** Do hym come to Unitee ; 
For here is many a man 14557 



444 THE VISION OF 

Hurt thonigh Ypociisye." [sdence, 

'< We han no nede," quod Con- 
*^ I woot no bettre leche 
Than person or parissbe-preest, 
Penitaiincer or Insshope, 
Save Piers the Plowman, 
That hath power oyer hem alle, 
And indulgence may do, 
But if dette lette it." 

^^ I may wel suffire," sdde Con- 
^ Syn ye desiren [sdenoe, 

That frere Flaterere be fet 145G9 
And phisike yow sike." 

The frere herof herde, 
And hiede faste 
To a lord for a lettre, 
Leve to have to curen, 
As a curatour he were ; 
And cam with hise lettres 
Boldely to the bisshope, 
And his brief hadde, 
In contrees ther he coome 
Confessions to here, utaa 

And cam there Conscience was, 
And knokked at the yate. 

Pees unpynned it. 
Was porter of Unitee, 
And in haste askede 
What his wille were. 

** In faith !" quod this frere, 
'^ For profit and for helthe 
Carpe I wolde with Contricion, 
And therfore cam I hider.'* 

** He is sik," seide Pees, 14591 
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^* And so are manye othere. 14598 
Ypocrisie hath hurt hem, 
Ful hard ia if thei kevere.'' 

'* I am a soi^en," seide the segge, 
*< And salves kan make. 
Conscience knoweth me wel. 
And what I kan do bothe." 

" I praye thee," quod Pees the, 
*^ £r thow passe ferther, 
What hattestow ? I praye thee ; 
Hele noght thi name." 

'^ Certes," seide his felawe, i46r3 
** Sire PenetranS'domosJ^ 

" Ye, go thi gate," quod Pees, 
<' By God I for al thi phisik, 
But thow konne som oother craft, 
Thow comest nought herinne. 
I knew swich oon ones, 
Noght eighte wynter hennes, 
Coom in thus y-coped 
At a court there I dwelde, 
And was my lordes leche, 
And my ladies bothe. i46h 

And at the laste this lymytour, 
Tho my lord was oute, 
He salvede so oure wommen 
Til some were with childe." 

Hende-speche heet Pees 
Opene the yates, 
** Lat in the frere and his felawe. 
And make hem fair cheere ; 
He may se and here, 
So it may bifalle 

That Hf thorugh his loore i4ft5 
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Shal leve Coveitise, i4Gs6 

And be a-drad of Deeth, 
And withdntwe hym fram Pryde, 
And aoorde with Conscience, 
And kisse bir either oother." 

Thns tbomgh Hende-speche 
Entred the frere, 
And cam in to Conscience, 
And cuiteisly hym grette. 

** Than, art welcome," quod Con-* 
sdence, 
** Kanstow hede the sike ? 14636 
Here is Contridon,** quod Con-* 
** My cosyn, y-wounded. [science, 
Conforte hym," quod Conscience^ 
** And tak kepe to hise soores. 
The piastres of the person 
And poudres biten to soore ; 
He lit hem ligge over longe. 
And looth is to chaunge hem; 
Fro loDiten to lenten 
He lat hise piastres bite." 14646 

*' That is over longe," quod this 
lymytour, 
*' I leve I shal amende it." 
And gooth andgropeth Contricion, 
And gaf hym a piastre 
Of * a pryree paiement. 
And I shal praye for yow 
For al that ye ben holden to, 
Al my lif tyme. 
And make yow, my Lady, 
In masse and in matyns 
As frere of oure fratemytee 14637 
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For a litel silver.' 14650 

Thus he gooth and gadereth, 
And gloseth there he shryveth, 
Til Contricion hadde clene foryeten 
To crye and to wepe ; ^ 

And wake for hise wikked werkes, . ^ 

As he was wont to doone« 
For confort of his confessour 
Contricion he lafte, 
That is the soverayneste salve 
For alle kynne synnes. 

Sleuthe seigh that, 14669 

And so dide Pryde, 
And comen with a kene wille 
Conscience to assaille. 

Conscience cryed eft. 
And had Clergie helpe hynr, 
And also Contricion, 
For to kepe the yate. [Pees, 

" He lyth and dremeth," seide 
** And so do manye othere. 
The frere with his phisyk 
This folk hath enchaunted, 14660 
And plastred hem so esily, 
Thei drede no synne." [tho, 

" By Crist I* quod Conscience 
*' I wole hicome a pilgrym, 
And walken as wide 
As the world lasteth, 
To seken Piers the Plowman, 
That Pryde may destruye; 
And that freres hadde a fyndyng. 
That for nede flateren, 
Andcountrepledeth me,Conscience. 
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Now Kynde me aven^ n&fi 

And sende me Iiap and heele, 
Til I have Piers the Rowman." 
And utlitlie he gradde after Grace, 
Til I gan awake. i«eM 

Exjdieit hie Dialogtu Pttri Plow- 
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CREED. 



CROS and curteis Christ 
This begynnyng spede, 
For the faders frendshipe 
That fourmed heaven, 
And through the special spirit 
That sprong of hem tweyne, 
And al in one God-hed 
Endles dwelleth. 
A, and all m3m a.b.c 
After have I lerned, 
And patred in my pater-noster 
Iche poynt after other ; 12 

And after al, myne Ave-marie 
Almost to the end; 
But al my care is to comen, 
For I can nought my Crede. 
Whan I shall shewen my shrift, 
Shent mote I worthen ; 
The preeste wil me punyche> 
And penaunce enjoyne ; 
The lengthe of a lenton 
Flesh moot I leve. 
After that Estur is y-come, 
And that is hard fare ; 24 
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And Wedenesday iche wyke ss 

Withouten flesh-mete. 

And also Jesu hymselfe 

To the Jewes he saide, 

" He that leeveth nought on me. 

He leseth the hlisse." 

Therfor leme the byleve 

Levest me were, 

Gif any worldly wight 

Wil me [it] couthe ; 

Other lewed or lered, 

That lyreth thereafter 36 

And fuUiche folweth the feith, 

And feyneth non other ; 

That no worldeliche wele 

Wilneth no tyme, 

But liveth in lovyng of God, 

And his lawe holdeth ; 

And for no gettyng of good 

Never his God greveth, 

But folweth hym the full way. 

As he the folke taughte. 

But to many maner of men 47 

This matter is asked, 

Both to lered and to lewed, / 

That se3m that they Ij^eden f 

Hollich on the grete God, 

And holden al his hestes. 

But by a fraynyng for than 

Faileth ther roanye. 

For first I frayned the freres, 

And they me fiille tolden, 

That al the fruyt of the fayth 

Was in her foure orders ; as 
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And the cofres of Christendom, 59 
And the keie bothen, 
And the lock of byleve, 
Lieth loken in her hondes. 

Then wennie^ I to wytten. 
And with a whight I mette, 
A M inoure in a morwe-tide ; 
And to this man I saide, 
" Sire, for greate Godes love 1 
Th^graith thou me tell. 
Of what myddel-erde man 
Myght I best lerne 70 

My Crede ? For I can it nought, 
My kare is the more. 
And therfore, for Christes love ! 
Thy counseyl I preie. 
A Carm me hath y-covenant, 
//^ Thej/ede roe to teche ; 

But for thou knowest Cannes wel, 
Thy counsail I aske." 

This Minour loked on me. 
And laughyng he sayde, 
'' Leve christen man, si 

I leve that thou Caif^ madde : 
Whough shulde thei techen the 
That con non hemselve? [god, 
They ben but jugulers, 
Andjapers of kynde; 
Lorels and lechures, 
And lemans holden, 
Neyther in order ne out, 
But unneth lybbeth, 
And by-japeth the folk 
With gestes of Rome. 92 
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It is but a faynt folke, 9s 

Y-founded upon japes. 

They maketh hem Maries men^ 

And so thei men tellen ; 

And leieth on oure Lady 

Many a long tale. 

And that wicked folk 

Wymmen betraieth, 

And begileth hem of her good 

With glaverynge wordes, 

And therwith holden her hous 

In harlotes warkes. im 

And, so save me God ! 

I hold it greate synne 

To gyven hem any good, 

Swiche glotones to fynde, 

To mayntaynen swiche maner men 

That michel good destruieth. 

Yet seyn they in her sutiltie 

To sottes in townes, 

Thei comen out of Carmeli 

Christ for to folwen, 

And feyneth hem with holynesse> 

That yvele hem bisemeth. 

Thei lyren more in lecherie, 

And lyeth in her tales, 

Than suen any good liif ; 

But lurken in her selles, 

And wynnen werdliche good, 

And wasten it in synne. 

And ghif thei couthen her Credey 

Other on Christ leveden, 

Thei weren nought so hardy 

Swyche harlotri usen. 126 
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Sikerli I can nought fynden 127 

Who hem first founded ; 

But the foles foundeden hemselfe 

Freres of the Pye, 

And maken hem mendynans, 

And marre the puple. 

But what glut of tho gomes 

May any good kachen, 

He wyl kepen it hemself, 

And cofrene it faste ; 

And thoigh his felawes fayle good, 

For hym he may sterven. ise 

Her monei mai byquest, 

And testament maken, 

And none obedience here. 

But don as hym luste. 

And ryght as Robartes men 

Raken aboute 

At fe3rre8 and at full ales, 

And fyllen the cuppe ; 

And precheth al of pardon, 

To plesen the puple. 

Her pacience is al pased, 149 

And put out to ferme ; 

And pride is in her povertie, 

That litel is to preisen. 

And at the lullyng of oure lady 

The wymmen to lyken, 

And miracles of mydwy ves, 

And maken wymmen to wenen 

That the lace of oure Lady smok 

Lighteth hem of children. 

Thei ne prechen nought of Powel, 

Ne penaunce for synne ; 160 
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But al of merci and mensk, 361 

That Marie may helpen. 

With Sterne staves and stronge 

Thei oyer lond straketh, 

Thider as here lemmans liggeth. 

And lorketh in townes. 

Grey grete-heded queues 

With gold by the eighen. 

And seyne that her sustern thei 

That sojumeth aboute. [ben. 

And thus abouten the gon. 

And Godes folke betrayeth. 172 

It is the puple that Powel 

Preched of in his tyme ; 

He seyde of S¥dch folke 

That SO aboute wente, 

Wepyng, I wame you 

Of walkers aboute, 

It beth enemyes of the cros 

That Christ upon tho lede. 

Swiche slomrers in slepe, 

Slaughte ill her ende, //^ 

And glotonye is her God, iss 

With gloppynge of drynk, 

And gladnesse in glees, 

And grete joye y-maked. 

In the shendyng of swiche 

Shal mychel folk lawghe ; 

Therfore, frend, for thy feith 

Fond to don beter ; 

Leve nought on tbo losels, 

£ut let hem forth pasen, 

For thei ben fals in her faith, 

And feele mo other." i»4 
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'* Alas I frere," quath I tho, i» 
" My purpos is y-failed ; 
Now is my comfort a-cast. 
Canstou no bote 

Wher I myght meten with a man 
That myghte me wyssen 
For to conne my Crede, 
Christ for to folwen ?" 

" Certeyn, felawe/* quath the 
" Withouten any fayle, [frere. 
Of al men upon mold, 
We Minorites most sheweth 206 
The pure aposteles liif, 
With penance on erthe> 
And suen hem in sanctite, 
And sufferen wel harde. 
We haunten no tavemes, 
Ne hobelen abouten ; 
At marketes and miracles 
We medeleth us never ; 
We hondlen no moneye, 
But monelich faren, 
And haven hunger at the mete. 
At ich a mel ones. 
We haven forsaken the world, 
And in wo libbeth, 
In penaunce and poverte, 
And prechethe the puple 
By ensample of oure llif 
Soules to helpen ; 
And in poverte preien 
For al oure parteneres, 
That gyveth us any good 
God to honouren, sss 
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Other bel other book, s£9 

Or bred to our foode, 

Other catel, other cloth 

To coveren with oure bones. 

For we buldeth a burwgh, 

A brod and a large, 

A chirch and a chapitle, 

With chaumbers a-lofte ; 

With wide wyndowes y-wrought, 

And walles wel heye, 

That mote ben portreid and paint, 

And pulched ful clene, 240 

With gay glitering glas 

Glowyng as the sunne. 

And mightestou amenden us 

W^ith moneye of thjm owen, 

Thou shouldest knely bifore Christ 

In compas of gold, 

In the wyde window west-ward 

Wel neigh in the myddel. 

And Saint Fraunceis hymselfe 

Shal folden the in his cope. 

And present the to the Trinite, 251 

And praye for thy synnes. 

Thy name shal noblich ben wryten 

And wrought for the nones. 

And in remembraunce of the 

Y-rad there for evere. 

And, brother, be thou nought 

Bythenk in thyne herte, [a-ferd ; 

Though thou conne nought thy 

Care thou no-more ; [Crede, 

I shal asoilen the, syr. 

And setten it on my soule ; C02 



PIERS PLOUGHMAN. 459 

And thou may maken this good, 
Thenk thou non other." 

" Sir," I sayde, " in certaine 
I shal gon and asaye." 
And he set on me his hond, 
And asoiled me clene, 
And there I parted him fro 
Wythouten any peyne ; 
In covenaunt that I come agayne, 
Christ he me he-taught. 

Then saide I to myself, 
" Here semeth litel treuthe ! S74 
First to hlame his brother, 
And bakbyten hym foule, 
There as curteis Christ 
Clerliche saide, 

Whow myght thou in thy brothers 
A bare mote loken, [eighe 

And in thyn owen eighe 
Nought a heme toten ? 
See fyrst on thyself. 
And sithen on another. 
And dense clene thy syght, S85 
And kepe wel th3me eighe. 
And for another mannes eighe 
Ordeyne after. 
And also I see coveitise 
Catel to fongen, 

That Christ hath clerliche forbo- 
And denliche destrued^; [den, 
And sayde to his sueres 
For sothe on this wyse, 
* Nought thy neighbors good 
Coveyte in no tyme.' i^ 
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Bat dharite and chastite s9r 

Ben chased out clene. 
But Christ seide by her fruit 
Men shal hem ful knowen." 
Thanne saide I, " certeine, syr, 
Thou demest fill trewe." 

Than thought I to frayne the 
Of this foure ordres ; [first 

And presed to the Prechoures, 
To proven her wille. 
Ich highed to her house. 
To herken of more ; sos 

And when I came to that court, 
I gaped aboute, 
Swich a bild bold 
Y-buld upon erthe heighte 
Say I nought in certeyn 
Syththe a long tyme. 
I lemed opon that hous. 
And yeme theron loked, 
Whow the pileres weren y-paint, 
And pulchud ful clene, 
And queyntly y-corven 319 

With curious knottes; 
With wyndowes wel y-wrought, 
Wyde up a-lofte, 
And thanne I entred in, 
And even forth wente ; 
And al was walled that wone. 
Though it wiid were, 
With posternes in privite 
To pasen when hem liste ; 
Orcheyardes, and erberes 
Evesed wel clene, 330 
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And a curious cros 331 

Crafbly entayled, 

With tAberaacles y-tight 

To toten al abouten. 

The pris of a plough-lond 

Of penies so rounde 

To aparaile that pyler 

Were pure litel. 

Than I munte me forth 

The mynstre to knowen. 

And awaytede a woon 

Wonderly wel y-bild, S4c 

With arches on everich half, 

And bellyche y-corven, 

With crochetes on comeres. 

With knottes of gold, 

Wyde wyndowes y-wrought, 

Y-wryten ful thikke, 

Shynen with shapen sheldes, 

To shewen aboute. 

With merkes of merchauntes 

Y-medeled betwene, 

Mo than twentie and two sss 

Twyse y-noumbbred. 

Ther is non heraud that hath 

Half swich a roUe, 

Right as a rageman 

Hath rekned hem newe. 

Tombes upon tabernacles 

Tylde opon lofie, 

Housed in homes, 

Harde set abouten, 

Of armede alabaustre 

Clad for the nones, 36« 
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Maad opon marbel z6i 

In many manner wyse, 

Knyghtes in ther conisante 

Clad for the nones ; 

Alle it semed seyntes 

Y-sacred opon erthe ; 

And lovely ladies y-wrooght 

Leyen by her sydes 

In manye gay gamemens, 

That weren gold beten. 

Though the tax of ten yere 

Were trewely y-gadered, 376 

Nolde it nought maken that hoos 

Half, as I trowe. 

Than cam I to that cloystre, 

And gaped abouten, 

Whough it was pilered and peynt. 

And portreyd wel clene> 

Al y-hyled with leed 

Lowe to the stones, 

And y-paved with poynttyl 

Ich point after other ; 

With cundites of clene tyn asj 

Closed al aboute, 

With lavoures of latun 

Loveliche y-greithed. 

I trowe the gaynage of the ground 

In a gret shyre 

Nold aparaile that place 

Oo poynt tyl other ende. 

Thanne was that chapitre house 

Wrought as a greet chirche, 

Corven and covered, 

And queyntelyche entayled, sge 
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With semliche selure S99 

Y-seet on lofte, 

As a parlement-hous 

Y-peynted aboute. 

Thanne ferd I into fraytotire, 

And fond there another, 

An halle for an hygh kynge 

An houshold to holden, 

With brode hordes abouten 

Y-benched wel clene, 

With wyndowes of glaas 

Wrought as a chirche. 410 

Than walkede I ferrer, 

And went al abouten, 

And seigh halles ful heygh. 

And houses fill noble, 

Chambres with chymeneys, 

And chapeles gaye. 

And kycnenes for an high kynge 

In casteles to holden ; 

And her dortoure y-dight 

With dores ful stronge ; 

Fermerye and fraitur, 421 

With fele mo houses, 

And al strong ston wal 

Sterne opon heithe, 

With gaye garites and grete, 

And iche hole y-glased. 

And other houses y-nowe 

To herberwe the queene. 

And yet thise bilderes wiln beggen 

A bagge fill of whete 

Of a pure pore man, 

That may onethe paye 438 
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Half his rent in a yere, 4ss 

And half ben byhynde. 
Than turned I ayen, 
Whan I hadde all y-toted> 
And fond in a freitoure 
A frere on a benche, 
A greet chorl and a grym, 
Growen as a tonne, 
With a face so fat 
As a ful bleddere 
Blowen bretful of breth. 
And as a bagge honged 444 

On bothen his chekes, and his chyn 
With a chol lollede 
So greet as a gos ey> 
Growen al of grece ; 
That al wagged his fleish 
As a quick myre. 
His cope, that bi-clypped hym, 
Wei clene was it folden, 
Of double worstede y-dyght 
Doun to the hele. 
His kyrtel of clene whiit, 455 

Clenlyche y-sewed, 
Hit was good y-now of ground 
Greyn for to beren. 
I haylsede that hirdman. 
And hendlich I sayde, 
'* Gode sire, for Godes love I 
Canstou me graith tellen 
To any worthely wiight 
That wissen me couthe, 
Whow I shulde conne my Crede, 
Christ for to folwe, 466 
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That levede lellkhe hjmselfe 467 

And lyvede therafter, 

That feynede no falshede, 

But fuUy Christ suwede? 

For sich a certeyn man 

Syker wold I trosten, 

lliat he wolde telle me the trewthe, 

And tume to non other. 

And an Austyn this ender day 

Egged me faste ; 

T^t he wolde techen me wel, 

He plyght me his treuthe, 478 

And seyde me " certeyn, 

Syghthen Christ deyed 

Oure ordre was eueues 

And erst y-founde." 

" First, felawe,'* quath he, 
" Fy on his pilche I 
He is hut abortiif, 
Eked with cloutes. 
He holdeth his ordynaunce 
With hores and theves, 
And purchaseth hem pryvyleges 
With penyes so rounde. 
It is a pur pardoners craft. 
Prove and asay : 
For have they thy money, 
A moneth therafter 
Certes, theigh thou come agen, 
He wil the nought knowen. 
But, felawe, oure foundement 
Was first of the othere. 
And we ben founded fioUiche 
Withouten fayntise, soo 

H H 



466 THE CREED OF 

And we ben clerkes y-cnowen, soi 

Cunnyng in schole. 

Proved in processyon 

By processe of lawe. 

Of oure order ther beth 

Bicbopes wel manye, 

Seyntes on sundri stedes 

Tbat su£freden barde ; 

And we ben proved tbe prii» 

Of popes at Rome, 

And of grettest degre, 

As godspelles telletb." sis 

"A I syre/' quatb I tbanne, 
" Thou seyst a grete wonder; 
Sitben Cbiist sayd bymselfe 
To alle bis diciples, 
^ Wbicb of you tbat is most, 
Most sbal be wercbe ; 
And wbo is goere byfome, 
First sbal be serven.* 
And seyde be saugb Satan 
Sytten ful beygbe, 
And fill low ben y-leid. 5ss 

In lyknesse be toide, 
Tbat in povernesse of spyrit 
Is spedfuUest bele ; 
And bertes of beyne 
Harmetb tbe soule. 
And therefore, frere, farewel ; 
Here iynd I but pride. 
I preise nought thy precbyns. 
But as a pur myte." 

And angericb I wandrede 
Tbe Austyns to prove, sm 
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And mette with a maistre of tho 

And meklich I seyde, [men, 

" Maistre, for the moder love 

That Marie men calleth I 

Knowest thou ought there thou 

A creature on erthe [comest 

That coude me my Crede teche, 

And trewelich enfourme, 

Withouten flateryng fare, 

And nothing feyne. 

That folweth fulliche the feith ; 

And non other &hles, 546 

Withouten gahinge of glose, 

As the godspelles telleth ? 

A Minoure hath me holly hehyght 

To helen my soule, 

For he seith that her secte 

Is sykerest on erthe, 

And hen kepers of the keye 

That Chrystendom helpeth, 

And puriche in poverte 

The apostles they suweth." 

'' Allaas I" quath the frere, 557 

'* Almost I madde in mynde. 

To sen hough this Minoures 

Many men hygyleth. 

Sothly somme of tho gomes 

Hath more good hymselve 

Than ten knyghtes that I knowe. 

Of catel in cofres. 

In fraytoure they faren best 

Of al the foure ordres, 

And usun ypocricie 

In al that Uiei werchen, dfis 
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And prechen al of perfitoesse ; sG& 

But loke now, I the prey, 

Nought but profre hem in piivite 

A peny for a masse. 

And, but his name be prest. 

Put out myn eighe, 

Though he had more money hid 

Than marchauntes of woUe. 

Loke hough this loresmen 

Lordes betrayen, 

Seyn that they f olwen 

Fully Fraunceyses rewle» 5eo 

That in cotinge of his cof^e 

Is more cloth y-fdden 

Than was in Fraunceis froc 

Whan he hem first made. 

And yet under that cope 

A cote hathe he birred 

With foyns, or with fichewes. 

Other fyn bevere, 

And that is cutted to the hue, 

And queyntly y-botend. 

Lest any spiritual man 591 

Aspie that gyle. 

Fraunceys bad his bo'ethem 

Bar-fot to wenden ; 

Now ban they buclede shone, 

For blenyng of her heles, 

And hosen in harde weder 

Y-hamled by the ancle. 

And spicerie sprad in her purs 

To parten where hem luste* 

Lordes loveth hem wel, 

For they so lowe crouchen ; Got 
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But knowen men her cautel 603 

And her queynte wordes, 

Thei wolde vorshypen li^n 

Nought but a litle, 

The ymage of ypocricie 

Ymped upon fendes. 

But, sone, gif thou wilt ben seker, 

Seche thou no ferther, 

We freres beth the firste. 

And founden upon treuthe ; 

Paule primus keremita 

Put us hymselve 614 

Awey into wildernesse, 

The world to despises, 

And there we lengeden ful long, 

And leveden fill harde ; 

For to alle this frer^i folke 

Weren founden in tounes, 

And taughten untrewely. 

And that we wel aspiede. 

And for chef charyte. 

We chargeden us selven 

In amendyng of this men, 6ti 

We maden oure oelles 

To ben in cyt^s y-set, 

To styghtle the puple, 

Prechyng and prayeng 

As profetes shoulden. 

Ana so we holden us the hetheved 

Of al holy chirche. 

We ban power of the Pope 

Purliche assoylen 

Al that helpen oure hous 

In helpe of her soules ; 6s0 



470 THE CREED OF 

To dispensen hem with €n 

In dedes of synne^ 

Al that amendeth oure hous 

In money other elles, 

With come other catel, 

Or clothes to heddes, 

Other hedys or hroche. 

Or breed for our fode. 

And gif thou hast any good. 

And wilt thyself helpen, 

Help us hertelich therwith, 

And here I undertake 646 

Thou shalt ben brother of oure hous, 

And a book habben 

At the nexte chapitre 

Clerliche enseled. 

And than oure provincial 

Hath power to assoylen 

Alle sustren and bretheren 

That beth of oure ordre. 

And though thou conne nought the 

Knele down here, [Crede> 

My soule I sette for thyn, 659 

To asoile the clene, 

In covenaunt that thou come ageyne, 

And katel us brynge.*' 

And thanne loutede I adoun, 

And he me leve grauntede ; 

And so I parted hym fro, 

And the frere lefte. 

Than seide I to myself, 
" Here is no bote ; 
Here pride is the pater-noster 
In preying of synne ; ^0 
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Her Crede is coveytise :— - eri 

Now can I no ferthere. 

Yet wil I fonden forth, 

And fraynen the Cannes. 

Than toted I into a taveme, 

And there I aspyede 

Two frere Cannes 

With a ful coppe. 

There I auntrede me in, 

And aisliche I seyde, 

'* Leve sire, for the Lordes love 

That thou on levest I 682 

Lere me to som man 

My Crede for to leme. 

That lyyeth in lei liif, 

And loveth no synne. 

And gloseth nought the godspel, 

But halt Codes hetes. 

And neyther money ne mede 

Ne may hym nought letten, 

But werchen alter Godes word, 

Withouten any faile. 

A Prechoure y-professed €gz 

Hath plight me his trewthe 

To techen me trewely ; 

But wouldest thou me tellen. 

For they ben certeyne men, 

And syker on to trosten, 

I would quiten the thy mede 

As my myght were." 

" A trefle," quath he, « trewely ! 
His treweth is fill litel ; 
He dynede nought with Dominic, 
Sithe Christ deide* 704 
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For with the piynees of {»ryde ros 

The Prechours dwellen ; 

They hen so digne as the devd 

That droppeth fro heveiiy 

With haites of heynesse, 

Whough halwen the di^rdies. 

And deleth in deyynyt^ 

As dogges doth hosieji. 

Thei medeleth with xnesages 

And manages of grete ; 

Thei ieev^a with lordes 

With lesynges y-nowe ; 7*6 

Thei higgeth hem hichopriehes 

With hagges of gold ; 

Thei wilneth worchipes :-^ 

But waite on her dedea. 

Harkne at Herdforthe 

How that th^ werch^a* 

And loke when that they lyveo 

And leeve as thou fyndest. 

They ben couuseylours of kynges, 

Christ wot the sothe, 

Whou thei curreth kyngas tst 

And her bak daweth. 

God leve hem leden wel 

In ly vynge of hevene, 

And glose hem nought for her good 

To greven her soules. 

I pray the, where ben they pryre 

With any pore whightes 

Thf^ may nought ameoden her 

Ne amenden hemselv^ ? [hous, 

They prechen in proud herte. 

And preyseth her 4>rdrei 788 
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And werdlich worehype 739 

Wilneth in ertbe. 

Leeve it wel, lef man^ 

And men right Idcede, 

There is more prjrve pryde 

In Prechoures hertes. 

Than there lefte in LueifeTe, 

Or he were lowe fallen. 

They bene dygne as dich-watere, \ 

That dogges in ba3rteth« \ 

Lok a ribaut of hem 

That can nought wel reden 750 

His Eewel ne his Respondes, 

But be pure rote ; 

Als as he were a connyng clerk^ 

He casteth the lawes 

Nought lowly, but lordly. 

And lesynges lyeth. 

For ryght as Minoures 

Most hypocrice useth, 

Ryght so ben Prechoures pronde 

Purlyche in herte. 

" But, chrysten creatoore, 761 
We Cannes firste comen. 
Even in £lyei| tyme. 
First of hem sile ; 
And lyven by oure Lady, 
And lelly her serven. 
In clene commun liif 
Kepen us out of S3mne ; 
Nowt proude as Prechoures beth. 
But preyen ful stylle. 
We oouuen on no quentyse, 
Christ wot ^e southe I rn 
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But bisyeth us in onre be^es, ns 

As us best holdeth. 

And, therfore, leeve leelman, 

Leeve that iche sigge, 

A masse of us meene men 

Is of more mede, 

And passeth alle prayers 

Of this proude freres. — 

And thou wilt ghyven us any good, 

I wolde ye here graunten 

To taken al thy penaunce 

In peril of my soule ; 7m 

And tho thou conne nouffht thy 

Clene the assoyle, [Crede, 

So that thou mowe amenden oure 

With money other elles, [house 

With som catel, other com, 

Or cuppes of sylvere." 

" Trewely, frere," quath I tho, 
" To tellen the the sothe. 
There is no peny in my pakke 
To payen for my mete. 
I have no good, ne no golde, 795 
But go thus abouten. 
And travaile iul trewely 
To wynnen with my fode. 
But woldest thou for Godes love 
Leme me my Crede, 
I shulde don for the wil, 
Whan I wele hadde." 

*< Trewely," quath the frere, 
" A fole I the holde :— [fote. 
Thou woldest nought wetten thy 
And woldest fich kachen. 8o6 
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Oure pardon and oure preieres 807 
So beth they nought parten, 
Oure power last^th nought so feer, 
But we som peny fongen. 

" Fare wel," quath the frere, 
*^ For I mot hethen fonden, 
And hyen to an house-wiif 
That hath us byquethen 
Ten pound in fair testament. 
To tellen the sothe, 
Ho draweth to the deth-ward ; 
But yet I am in drede sis 

Leste ho tume hire testament. 
And therfore I hyghe 
Tohayen hire to oure hous, 
And henten, gif I mighte, 
An anuel for myne owen use, 
To helpen to clothe/' 
" Godys forbode I" quath his felawe, 
" But ho forth passe 
Whil ho is in purpos 
With us to departen I 
God let fair no lengere lyven ! 889 
For letteres ben manye." 

Thanne tumede I me forth, 
And talked to myselfe 
Of the falshede of this folke, 
Whow feythles thei weren. 
And as I wente by the way 
.Wepynge for sorowe, 
I seigh a sely man me by, 
Opon the plough hongen. 
His cote was of a cloute 
That cary was y-called ; 84o 



4T6 THE CREED OF 

His hod was fill of holes, mi 

And his heare oute ; 

With his knoppede shon 

Clouted ful thykke ; 

His ton toteden out, 

As he the load tredede ; 

His hosen orer-hcmgen his hok- 

On eyerich a syde, [shynes 

Al beslomered in fen. 

As he the plow folwede. 

Tweye myteynes as meter 

Maad al of cloutes, 6s& 

The fyngres w&cen for-werd, 

And fal of fen honged. 

This whit waselede in tihe feen 

Almost to the ancle ; 

Foure rotheren hym byforne, 

That feble were worthi; 

Men myghte reknen ich a ryb. 

So rentful they weren. 

His wiif walked hym with, 

With a long gode, 

In a cuttede cote e6s 

Gutted ful heyghe. 

Wrapped in a wynwe shete 

To weren hire fro wederes, 

Bar-fot on the bare iis, 

That the blod folwede. 

And at the londes ende lath 

A little crom-boUe, 

And theron lay a lytel chylde 

Lapped in cloutes. 

And tweyne of tweie yeres olde 

Opon another syde. 874 
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And al they songen o songe, its 

That sorwe was to herext; 

They crieden alle o cry, 

A kareful note. 

The sely maa sighed sore^ 

And seyde, ** ChMdren, beih slille T' 

This man lokede open me. 

And leet the plough stonden ; 

And seyde, ^* Sely nuin, 

Whi syghest thou so harde ? 

Gif the lakke liiflode, 

Lene the ich wille 886 

Swich good as God hath sent ; 

Go we, leeve brother/* 

I sayde thanne, '^ Nay, syxe. 
My sorowe is wel more. 
For I can nought my Crede, 
I care wel harde ; 
For I can fynden no man 
That fulli byleyeth. 
To techen me the heyghe weie^ 
And therfore I wepe. 
For I have fonded the frerea 897 
Of the foure ordres ; 
For there I wende have wist. 
But now my wit lakketh; 
And al myn hope was on hen^ 
And myn herte also, 
But thei ben fulli faithles, 
And the fend sueth." 

*^ A I brother," quath he tho, 
** Be ware of tho foles ; 
For Christ seyde hymself, 
* Of Bwiche I you wame/ gos 
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And false profetes in the feith 909 
He fulliche hem calde, 
In vestimentis omum^ 
But only withinne 
They hen wilde werwolves 
That wiln the folke rohhen. 
The fen[d] founded hem first, 
The feyth to distrie ; 
And hy his craft thei comen in, 
To comhren the chirche, 
By the covetise of his craft 
The curates to helpen. 920 

But nowe they haven an hold, 
They harmen ful manye ; 
They don nought after Dominik, 
But dreccheth the puple. 
He folwen nought Fraunceis, 
But falsliche lybhen ; 
And Austynes rewle 
They rekeneth but a fable ; 
And purchaseth hem privilege 
Of popes at Rome. 
They coveten confessiones, 931 
To kachen some hyre ; 
And sepulturus also, 
Somme wayten to lacchen ; 
But other cures of Christen 
They coveten nought to have, 
But there as wynnynge liith. 
He loketh non other." [name, 
" Whough shal I nemne thy 
That neyghbores the calleth ?" 
" Peres," quath he, "the pore man, 
The Roughman I hatte." 942 
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" A I Peres I" quath I tho, 943 
*' I pray the thou me telle 
More of thise tryflers, 
Hou trechurly they libbeth ; 
For ichon of hem hath tolde me 
A tale of that other, 
Of her wikked liif, 
In werld that he libbeth. 
I trowe that som wicked wight 
Wroughte this ordres. 
Trow ye that gleym of that gest 
That Golias is y-cald, 954 

Other els Satan hymself, 
Sente hem fro heUe, 
To combren men with her crafte, 
Christendome to shenden/'' 

" Dere brother," quath Peres, 
" The devel is fill queynte, 
To encombren holy chirche 
He casteth ful harde. 
And fluricheth his falsnesse 
Opon fele wise, 

And fer he casteth to-fom 965 

The folk to dystroye. 

" Of the kynrede of Caym 
He cast the freres. 
And founded hem on Sarysenes, 
Feyned for God. 
But they with her falshe faith 
Mychel folk shendeth. 
Christ calde hem hymself 
Kynd ipocrites ; 
How often he cursed hem, 
Wei can I tellen. 976 
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He seide ons hymself m 

To that sory pnple : 

* Wo worthe you, wyghtes, 
Wei lemed of the lawe I' 
Eft he seyde to hem selfe, 

* Wo mote you worthea 
That the toumhes of profetes 
Bildeth up heighe I 

Youre faderes fbr-deden hem, 

And to the deth hem broughte.' 

Here I touche this two, 

Twynnen hem I thenke. ges 

Who wihieth be wiser of lawe 

Than lewede freres, 

And in multitude of men 

Ben maistres y-called, 

And wihieth worship of the werld, 

And sytten with heye, 

And leveth lovyng of God 

And lownesse byhynde. 

And in beldyng of toumbe^ 

Thei traveileth grete. 

To chargen her chirche flore, 999 

And chaungen it ofte. 

And the Haider of the freres 

Defouled her soules, 

That was the dyggyng devel, 

That dreccheth men ofte. 

The devel by his dotage 

Dissaveth the chirche, 

And put in the Prechours, 

Y-paynted withouten, 

And by hisqueyntise they comen in 

The curates to helpen ; loio 
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But that harmed hem harde, ion 
And halp hem ful littel. 
But Austynes ordinaunce 
Was on a good treuthe; 
And also Dominikes dedes 
Weren demelich y-used ; 
And Fraimceis founded his folke 
Fulliche on treuthe, 
Pure parfit prestes 
In penaunce to libben, 
In love and in lownesse 
And lettynge of pryde, loss 

Grounded on the Godspel, 
As God baad hymselve. 
But now the glose is so greet 
In gladdyng tales, 
That tumeth up two-fold 
Un-teyned upon treuthe. 
That they ben cursed of Christ, 
I can hem wel prove 
Withouten his blissyng, 
Bare beth thei in her werkes. 
For Christ seyde hymselfe ios3 
To swiche as him folwede : 
' Y-blissed mot they ben 
That mene ben in soule ;' 
And alle power in gost 
God hymself blisseth. 
Whou fele freres fareth so, 
Fayne wolde I knowe. 
Prove hem in proces. 
And pynch at her ordre> 
And deme hem after that the don, 
And dredles, Y leve, iqa4 

I I 
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wihi wexoD pore urodi im» 
WonderHche sone, 
^nd sbeweii the a shazp wil 
In a short tjnie. 
To wfln wDfblly wrathe. 
And werche therafier. 
Wytnes on Wyclif, 
That warned hem with trewthe. 
For he in goodnesse of gost 
Graythliche hem warned 
To wayyen her wikednesse 
And werkes of synne. 1096 

Whou sone this sorimen 
Seweden hys soule, 
And overal lolled hym 
With heritikes werkes I 
And so of the hlissyng of Grod 
Thei bereth little mede. 
^* Afterward another, 
Onliche he blissede 
The meke of the myddel-erde 
Through myght of his fader. 
Fynd foure £eres in a flok 1067 
Tnat folweth that rewle, 
Than have I tynt al my tasty 
Touche and assaye. 
Lakke hem a littel wight, 
And her liif blamen ; 
But he lepe up on heigh 
In hardenesse of herte, 
And nemne the anon nought, 
And thy name lakke, 
With proude wordes apert 
That passeth his rewle, 1078 
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Bothe with < thou leyst, and thou 

In heynesse of soule, [lext,* 

And tumnen as a tyraunt 

That turmenteth hymselve. 

A lord were lother 

For to leyne a knave, 

Thanne swich a hegger, 

The hest in a toon. 

Loke now, leve man, 

Beth nought thise y-lyke 

Fully to &e Pharisens, 

In fele of these poyntes. 1090 

Al her hrad heldyng 

Ben helded with synne, 

And in worshipe of the world 

Here wynnyng they holden ; 

They shapen her chapolori^, 

And strecchet hem hrode. 

And launceth heighe her hemmes 

With bahelyng in stretes. 

They hen y-sewed with whight 

And semes nil queynte, [silke, 

Y-stongen with stiches 1101 

That stareth as sylver. 

And hut freres hen fyrst y-set 

At sopers and at festes, 

They wiln hen wonderly wroth 

Y-wis, as I trowe ; 

But they hen at the lordes horde, 

Louren they willeth. 

He mot hygynne that hord, 

A heggere with sorowe ; 

And first sitten in se 

In her synagoges, iii£ 



484 THE CREED OF 

That bedi her heigh helle hoi|g, 

Of Caymes kyniL 

For though a man in her mynstre 

A masse wolde heren. 

His sight shal so hy set 

On sondrye werkes» 

The penonnes and the pomels 

And poyntes of sheldes 

Withdrawen his devocion) 

And dnsken his herte. 

I likene it to a lim-^erde 

To drawen men to helle, ii«4 

And to worchipe of the fend, 

To wraththen the soules^ 

And also Christ himself seide 

To swich ypocrites. 

He loTeth in marketes hen met 

With gretynges of povere, 

And lowynge of lewed men 

In Lentenes tyme ; 

For thei han of hichopes y-bougbt 

With her povpre silver, 

And purchased of penaunce 1135 

The puple to asoyle. 

But money may maken 

Mesure of the peyne ; 

After that his power is to payai. 

His penaunce shal fayle. 

God leve it be a good help 

For hele of the soules ! 

And also this myster men 

Ben maysters i-called» 

That the gen till Jesus 

Generalliche blamed, u-ia 
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And that poynt to his apostles 1147 

Purly defended. 

But freres haven forgeten this, 

And the fend suweth, 

He that maystri lored, 

Lucifer the olde. 

Where Fraanceys or Dominik, 

Other Austyn ordeynde, 

And of this dotardes 

Doctur to worthe, 

Maysters of divinite 

Her matynes to leve, ii58 

And cherlich as a cheveteyn 

Hys chauitihre to holden. 

With chymene, and chaple, 

And chosen whan hem Ivste^ 

And served as a sovereyn, 

And as a lord sytten. 

Swich a gome Godes wordes 

Grysliche gloseth ; 

I trowe he toucheth nought the 

But taketh it for a tale. [text» 

God forhad to his folk, ii6g 

And fullyche defendede^ 

They shoulden nought stodyen 

Ne sturren her wyttes, [hifome. 

But sodenly the same word 

With here mouth shewe, 

That weren given hem of God, 

Thorugh gost of hemselve. 

Now mot a frere studyen, 

And stumlen in tales, 

And leven his matynes, 

And no masse syngen, ixso 
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And loken hem lesynges iiei 

That liketh the puple, 

To purchasen hym his purs fid. 

To paye for the drynke. 

And, brother, when hemes ben ful. 

And holy tyme passed, 

Thanne comen cursed freres. 

And croucheth ful lowe, 

A losel, a lymytoure, 

Over al the lond lepeth. 

And loke that he leye non hous. 

That somwhat he ne laiche ; 1192 

And there thei gylen hemself, 

And Godes word tumeth. 

Bagges and beggyng 

He bad his folke leven. 

And only serven hymself, 

And his ruwel sechen. 

And al that nedly nedeth. 

That shulden hem nought lakken. 

Wherto beggen thise men, 

And ben nought so feble ? 

Hem fayleth no fiirryng, isos 

Ne clothes atte fulle. 

But for a lustful liif 

In lustes to dwellen ; 

Withouten any travail 

Untruly ch libbeth ; 

Thei beth nought maymed men, 

Ne no mete lakketh ; 

Thei [ben] clothed in curious 

And clenliche arayed. [cloth. 

It is a laweles liif. 

As lordynges usen, 1814 
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Keiher ordeyned in ordre> ms 
But onethe Ubbeth. 

'' Christ bad blissen 
Bodies on erthe 
That wepen for wikkednesse 
That he byfom wroughte. 
That ben few of tho freres, 
For thei ben nere dede, 
And put al in pur clath, 
With pottes on her hedes ; 
Thanne he warieth, and wepeth, 
And wicheth after heven, 1226 

And fyeth on her falshedes 
That thei before deden. 
And therfore of that blissyng, 
Trewely, as I trowe, 
Thei may trussen her part 
In a terre powghe. 

'' Alle tho blissed beth 
That bodyliche hongreth ; 
That ben the pore penyles, 
That han oyer-passed 
The poynt of her pris liif, 1237 

In penaunce of werkes, 
And mown nought swynken ne 
But ben swith feble, [sweten, 

Other mayned at meschef, 
Or meseles lyke, 
And her god is a-gon, 
And greveth hem to beggen. 
Ther is no frere, in feith, 
That fareth in this wyse. 
That he may beggen his bred, 
His bed is y^eithed. is48 
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Under m pot he 111111 be pot wo 

In ■ pryrye chanmhre, 

That he dial lyren ne Urt 

Bat lytel «hy1e after. 

Ahnyghti God and man, 

The merdable blessed. 

Hut ban men^ on men 

That mis-dew h«n here. 

Bat who so for-gabbed a frere 

Y-^bonden at the stues. 

And brcN^ht blod of tus bodi. 

On back or on ayde, u6o 

Hjni woe as good greven 

A grete lord of rentes ; 

He shoalde sonnere ben ahryven 

Shortly to telloi, 

Hiough he kilde a comly knygbt, 

And compasd his mother. 

Then a bufiet to beden 

A beggere frere. 

" 1^ clene hertes Christ 
He curteyliche blissed, 
That coveten no catel leri 

But Christes ftille blyase. 
That lereth fuUiche on God, 
And lelliche thenketh 
On his lore and his lawe, 
And lyveth opon trentfae. 
Freres han forgettcn this, 
And folweth another. 
That they may henten they holdeo, 
By-himeth it sone ; 
Here hertes ben clen y-bid 
In her heigbe cloystre, itst 
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As Carres from careyne isss 

That is cast in diches. 

^' And parfiit Christ 
The pesible blissede, 
That ben suffrant and sobre, 
And susteyne anger. 
Asay of her sobemesse, 
And thou might y-knowen 
Ther ne is no waspe in this world 
That wil folloke styngen, 
For stappyng on a too 
Of a styncand frere. i89« 

For neyther soveren ne seget 
Thei ne suffereth never. 
Al thei blessyng of God 
Beouten thei walken, 
For of her saffraunce) for sothe, 
Men sey but lytel. 

"AUe that persecution 
In pure liif suffren, 
They ban the beneson of God, 
Blissed in erthe. 

I pray, parceyve now isos 

The pursut of a frere, . 
In what mesure of a mekenesse 
Thise men deleth. 
Byhold upon Water Brut 
Whou bisiliche thei pursueden, 
For he seid hem the sothe. 
And yet, syre, ferther 
Hy may no more marren hem. 
But men telleth 
That he is an heretik. 
And yvele byleyeth, 1316 



490 THE CREED OF 

And precheth it in pulpit 1317 

To Uenden the puple. 

They wolden awyrien that wight 

For his wel dedes, 

And 80 they chewen charite. 

As chewen shaf houndes. 

And thei pursueth the povere, 

And passeth pursutes, 

Bothe they wyhi and thei wolden 

Y-worthen so grete, 

To passen any manes myght, 

To mortheren the soules ; ises 

First to hrenne the body 

In a bale of fiir, 

And sythen the sely soule slen, 

And senden hyre to helle. 

And Christ clerly forbad 

His christene, and defended. 

They shoulden nought after the 

Never the folke demen." [face 

" Sire," I seide myself, 
'' Thou semest to blamen. 
Why dispisest thou thus issg 

Thise sely pore freres. 
None other men so mychel, 
•Monkes ne prestes, 
Chanons ne charthous 
That in chirche serveth ? 
It semeth that thise sely men 
Han somewhat the greved. 
Other with word, or with werk. 
And therfore thou wilnest 
To shenden other shamen hem 
"With the sharp speche, 1350 
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And bannen hoUidbe, 1351 

And her hous greyen." 

" I prey the," quath Peres, 
*^ Put that out of thy mynde ; 
Certeyn for soule hele 
I say the this wordes. 
I preise nought pocessioneres 
But pur lytel; 
For Mshed of freres 
Hath fulliche encombred 
Manye of this maner men, 
And maad hem to leven 1362 

Her charite and chastete, 
And shosen hem to lustes, 
And waxen to werly, 
And wayyen the trewethe. 
And leven the love of her God, 
And the world serven. 
But for falshed of freres 
I fele in my soule, 
Seyng the synful liif. 
That sorweth myn herte, 
Hon they ben clothed in cloth 1373 
That clennest sheweth. 
For angeles and archangeles 
AUe they whiit useth. 
And al aldremen 
That ben ante thronum. 
Thise toknes haven freres taken ; 
But I trowe that a fewe 
Folwen fully that cloth, 
But falslyche that useth. 
For whiit, in trowthe, bytokeneth 
Clennes in soule : — is84 
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Gif be have undemeiheii vlmt,- 

Thanne he above weredi 

Bbrck, tbat betokeneth 

Bale for onre aynne, 

And moumyng for mu-dede 

Of hem that this useth. 

And iorwe for rjTiful IJif, 

So that cloth aaketh. 

I trowe there ben nought ten freres 

That for Bynae wepen. 

For that luf is her lust, 

And therbf thei libhen, iigs 

In fraytour and in fermori 

Her foHtryng is synae ; 

It is her mete at iche a mel, 

Her most sustinaunce. 

Herkne opoa Hildegare 

Hou homlich he telleth 

How her sustinaunce is synne ; 

And syker, as I trowe, 

Werea her coofeasioaes 

Clenly destnied, 

Hy shoulde nought bereu hem so 

Ne belden so heyghe. C'ragi 

For the fallyng of synne 

Socoreth the foles, 

And begileth the grete 

With gla»erynge wordea ; 

With gloayng of godspels 

"ni.'i GodoH word turiifth, 

And passe 11 al the pryvjlege 

Tliat Peter after used. 

The power of the apostles 

Thei pasen in speche, uia 
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For to sellen the synnes 1419 

For selver other mode. 

And purliche a pcma 

The puple asoyleth^* 

And a culpa alsO) 

That they may kachen 

Money other money worth, 

And mede to fonge; 

And hen at lone and at hode, 

As hurgeises useth. 

Thus they serven Sathaiuui) 

And soules bygyleth, i4ao 

Marchaunes of malisones, 

Mansede wrecches, 

Thei usen russet also 

Some of this freres, 

That bitokeneth travaUe 

And treuth upon erthe. 

But loke whou this lorels 

Laboren the erthe, 

But freten the fruyt that the foike 

Ful lellich beswynketh ; 

With travail of trewe men 1441 

Thei tymbren her houses, 

And of the curiouse cloth 

Her copes they beggen ; 

And als his gettyng is grete 

He shal ben good holden. 

And right as dranes doth nought 

But drynketb up the huny, 

Whan been with her busynes 

Han brought it to hepe, 

Right so uireth freres 

With folk opon erthe ; 140s 
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They freten up the firste froyt, 1453 

And falsliche lybbeth. 

But alle freres eten nought 

Y-lych good mete, 

But after that his wynnyng is 

Is his wel-fare, 

And after that he bringeth horn 

His bed shal ben graythed, 

And after that his richesse is raught 

He shal ben redy served. 

But se thiself in thi sight 

Whou somme of hem walketh i46i> 

With clouted shon, 

And clothes ful feble, 

Wei neigh for-werd, 

And the wlon offe ; 

And his felawe in a frok 

Worth swhich fiftene, 

Arayd in rede stone, 

And elles were reuthe : 

And sexe copes or seven 

In his celle hongeth ; 

Though for fayUng of good 1475 

His felawe shulde sterve, 

He wolde nought lenen hym a peny 

His liif for to holden. 

I myght tymen tho troiflardes 

To toylen with the erthe, 

Tylyen, and trewlich lyven, 

And her flesh tempren. 

Now mot ich soutere hys sone 

Setten to schole. 

And ich a beggeres brol 

On the book leme, i486 
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And worth to a writere i487 

And with a lorde dwelle ; 

Other falsly to a frere 

The fend for to serven, 

So of that beggares brol 

An abbot shal worthen, 

Among the peres of the lond 

Prese to sytten, 

And lordes sones lowly 

To tho losels aloute, 

Knyghtes crouketh hem to 

And cruccheth ful lowe, 1498 

And his syre a soutere 

Y-8uled in grees, 

His teeth with toylyng of lether 

Tatered as a sawe. 

Alaas ! that lordes of the londe 

Leveth swiche wrechen, 

And leveth swych lorels 

For her lowe wordes : 

They shulden maken abbots 

Her owen bretheren childre, 

Other of som gentil blod, 1A09 

And so yt best semed, 

And fostre none forytoures, 

Ne swich false ft*eres, 

To maken fat and fiille 

And her flesh combren. 

For her kynde were more 

To y-clense diches, 

Than ben to sopers y-set firsts 

And served with sylver. 

A grete bolle-ful of benen 

Were beter in hys wombe^ 3520 
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And with the handes of hokun uei 

His baly for to fillen. 

Then pertryches, or plovers, 

Or pecokes y-rosted, 

And comeren her stomakes 

With cariuse drynkes, 

That maketh swyche harlotes 

Hordom usen, 

And with her wikked word 

Wymmen bitrayeth. 

God wold her wonyynge i5S£ 

Were in wildemesse, 

And fals freres forboden 

The fayre ladis chaumbres. 

For knewe lordes her craft, 

Treuly I trowe. 

They shulden nought haunten her 

So holy on nyghtes, [house 

Ne bedden swich brothels 

In so brode shetes ; 

But sheten her heved in the stre. 

To sharpen her wittes ; [torn, 

Ne ben kynges oonfessours of cus- 

Ne the counsel of the rewme knowe. 

For Fraunceis founded hem nought 

To faren on that wise, 

Ne Domynyk dued hem nevere 

Swyche drynkers to worthe, 

Ne Helye ne Austyn 

Swyche liif never used. 

But in povert of spirit 

Spended her tyme. 

We have seyn ourself 

In a short tyme i«54 
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Whou freres wolden no flesh 1555 

Among the folk usen ; 

But now the harlotes 

Han hyd thilke reule, 

And for the love of oure Lord 

Han leyd hire in water. 

Wenest thou ther wolde so fele 

Swich warlawes worthen ? 

Ne were werliche wele 

And her welfare, 

Thei shulden delven and dyken, 

And dongen the erthe, is/66 

And menemong com breed 

To her mete fongen, 

And wortes flesUes wrought^ 

And water to drynken, 

And werchen and wolward gon, 

As we wrecches usen. 

An aunter gif ther wolde on^ 

Among an hoi hundred, 

Lvven so for Codes love 

In tyme of a wyntere." 

" Leve Peres," quath I tho, 1577 
** I pray that thou me telle 
Whou 1 may conne my Crede 
In Christen byleve." 

" Leve brother," quath he, 
** Hold that I segge, 
I wil techen the the trouthe. 
And tellen the the sothe. — 

THE CREDE. 

" Leve thou in oure Loverd God 
That al the werld wrought, 

K K 
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Holy heyen ^k^ on bey is»i 

Holliche he founiiede 

And is almyghti hymself 

Over alle his werkea. 

And wrought aa hia wil was 

The werld and the hev^s 

And on gentil Jeau Chii^ 

Engendred of Umselveii^ 

His owen on,ly<)he aoney. 

Lord over all y-knowen,. 

That waa ^lenlich cQncdlyed 

Clerli in trewthe vm 

Of the heye Holy Gost,. 

This is the holy beleye. 

And g| the maiden Maijye 

Man was he bom> 

Withoutea ayofiil ae^d. 

This is fully the byleve^ 

With thorn y^ereuned, crueified. 

And on the croa dyede, 

And sythen hia blessed, body 

Was in a ston^ byned,. 

And descended a-dou^ 1^09 

To the dedj^ hellet. 

And fet out our formfi^der^, 

And hy ful fayn weren., 

The thyrd day redelicbe 

Hymself ros firam deetb> 

And, on a ston there he stod^ 

He steigh up to hevenc^ 

And on his fader ryght hand 

Redelich he sitteth> 

That almyghti Go4 

Over alle o^er whyghtea ; i6so 
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^ttd is herafter to connneii, i^i 

Christ all himselven, 

To demen the qttyke and th^ dede, 

Withooten any donte. 

And in the heighe Holy Cost 

Holly I belev^; 

And generall holy chir^hi6 also, 

Hold this in the minde ; 

The comnmnion of sayntes, 

For soth I to the sayn ; 

And for our great sinnes 

Forgivenes for to getten, ifiss 

And only by Christ 

Clenlich to be clensed ; 

Our bodies again to risen 

Right as we been here ; 

And the hif everlasting 

Lere kh to habben. Amen. 

" Although this flatterynge freres 
Wyln, for her pryde, 
Disputen of Godes deyt^, 
As dotardes shulden, ifi4s 

The more the matere is moved 
The masedere hi worthen. 
Lat the loseles alone, 
And leve thou the trewthe 
For these ntaystres of dyvynite ^ 
Many, ak I trowe, 
Folwen nought fiilly the feith. 
As fele of the tewede. 
Whough may mannes wilt. 
Through werk of himselve, 
Knowen Christes privite, tcm 
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That alle kynde passeth ? i655 

It mot ben a man 

Of also mek an herte. 

That myght with his good liif 

The Holy Gost fongen ; 

And thanne nedeth him nought 

Nevere for to studyen ; 

He myght no maistre ben cald. 

For Christ that defended^ 

Ne puten no pylion 

On his pild pate, 

But prechen in parfit liif, 1666 

And no pryde usen. 

But al that ever I have seyd, 

Soth it me semeth ; 

And al that evere I have wryten 

Is soth, as I trowe ; 

And for amendyng of thise men 

Is most that I write. 

God wolde hy wolden ben war, 

And werchen the betere I 

But for I am a lewed man, 

Paraunter I mygbte lOn 

Passen par adventure, 

And in some poynt erren, 

I wil nought this matere 

Maistrely avowen. 

But gif ich have mys-said, 

Mercy ich aske, 

And pray al mannere men 

This matere amende, 

Ich a word by hymself. 

And al, gif it nedeth. 

Qod of his grete myght, ifies 
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And his good grace, i6sg 

Save aUe frerea 
That feithfuUi lybbea I 
And alle tho that ben fala, 
Payre hem amende. 
And gyve hem wiit and good wU 
Swiche dedes to wercb, 
That thei may wynnen the liif 
Hiat evere shal lesten." 
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NOTES. 

LJNE 1. Bale, quoting the two first lines, tnmslates them In 
astivo tempore, ctim sol caleret. The printers of the early 
editions altered softe to set, 

4, 5. shroudes . . . sheep. The other text of this poem reads 
Ythop into shrobbis \ as y skepherde were. See the Introduction. 

28. The text represented in Whitaker's edition here differs 
much from the other. Our dreamer is there introduced very 
unadvisedly telling us of this tower, ' truthe was ther ynne/ a 
piece of information which he only learns afterwards from dame 
' Holy Churche :* 

*' Ich was aferd of hure face, Wat may this he to mene, 
Thauh hue faire were, The tour upon toft, quath hue. 

And saide, mercy, madame, Treuthe ys ther ynne." 

(Passus Secundus, ed. Whit.) 

Where there is an evident reference to the " tour on a toft," 
which has heen previously mentioned in the more correct text. 

44. Dr. Whitaker, misunderstanding this passage, has printed 
* ther' for ' that,' which is in all the MSS. In his gloss* he 
interprets ' wonnen 'by * to dwell ;' and he paraphrases the 
sentence, ' some destroying themselves by gluttony and excess,' 
translating it, I suppose, ** And there dwell wasters whom 
gluttony destroyeth." The meaning is, the ploughmen worked 
hard, *' and obtained (waif) that which wasters destroy with 
their gluttony." The writer of the second Trin. Coll. MS. 
seems to have understood the meaning of the passage, but not 
the words, and has ' whom that thise wastours.' 

65. I have here, to preserve the alliteration, adopted ' giltles,' 
from the second Trin. Coll. MS., and one of the printed editions, 
in place of ' synneles,' which the other MS. has. Though 
we find instances of irregularity in the sub-letters (or allitera- 
tive letters in the first line) in Pierce Plowman, the chief 
letter is not so often neglected. In Whitaker's text the 
account of the minstrels is very confused. Here the minstrels 
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get gdd by their song without si]i» bot the japers and janglers 
are condemned as getting their Uring by what is aftenrards 
called ' turpiloquiom/ when they haa ability to get it in an 
honester way. 

88. Roberde* knaves. These are the same class of malefactors 
who are named Rcberdesmen in the Statutes, 5 £d. III. c. 14^ 
" £t diverses roberies, homicides, et felonies out est^ faitz 
eintz ces heures par gentz qui sent appellez Rcberdesmen, 
Wastonrs, et Draghelatohe, si est acord^ et establi que si 
homme eit saspecion de mal de nuls tielx, soit-il de jour soit-il 
de nuyt, que meintenant soient arestue par les conestables des 
yilles." This law was confirmed by 7 Ric* II. c. 5, where the 
word is again introduced. Whitaker supposes, without any 
reason, the ' Roberdes knaves' to be Robin Hood's men. The 
other Trin. Coll. MS. reads R4>bertis knaves. 

93. Seint Jame, St. James of Compostello was a famous 
resort of pilgrims in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries* 
An amusing song on the inconveniences which attended the 
voyage is printed in the Reliquie AntiqusB, vol. i. p, 2. 

107. Walsyngham* The shrine of the Virgin Mary at Wal- 
singham in Norfolk, also enjoyed an extraordinary celebrity, as 
a resort of English pilgrims. It appears that the first com- 
plaints of the Wicliffite reformers were strongly expressed 
against this pilgrimage. '* Lolardi sequaces Johannis Wiolif 
• . . • prsdicaverunt peregrinationes non debere fieri, et prae- 
cipue apud Walsingham,'' etc Th. Walsingh. p. 340. 

131. These four lines stand thus in WMtaker's text» BoU 
holy churche and chariti \ ckoppe a-doun swick shryvers, | the 
mosie myschif of molde | mounteth up faste, Whitaker has 
translated it quite wrong, " May true charity and church dis- 
cipline knock down these, the greatest pests on earth, who are 
rapidly increasing !'* The simple meaning of the passage, as 
given by Whitaker, is, " Unless holy churcn and charity chop 
down such shrivers, the greatest mischief of the world is in- 
creasing fast." The present text afibrds a better and equally 
clear meaning, *' Unless holy church and they hold better 
together, the greatest mischief in the world is increasing veiy 
fast." 

141. offalshede of fastynge, the comma has slipped in by 
accident. The meaning is " of breaking fast^days." 

147. He bunchith hem, MS. Trin. 2. 

168. tJte pestilence tyme. See further on, the note on 1. 2497. 
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The great plague of 1S49 and ld50 had carried off so much 
people, that hands were wanting to cultivate the lands in many 
parishes, and the distress which followed, with the failure of 
tithes which naturally accompani)ed it, drove the parsons to 
plead poverty as an excuse for going to London and seeking 
other occupations. 

193. Whitaker's text inserts the following passage hetween 
this line and the one following : — 



** Conscience cam and acusede 

hem. 
And the commune herde hit. 
And seide, * Ydotatrie ye soff- 
In sondiye places menye, [ren 
And hoxes oen y-set forth 
Bounden with yren, 
To undertake the tool 
Of untrewe sacrifice, 
In roenynge of miracles 
Muche wex hongeth there, 
Al the worldle wot wel 
Hit myghte nat be trywe, 
Ac for it profitith yow to pors- 
Ye prelates soffren [warde, 
That lewede men in mysbylyve 
Leven and deien* 
Ich ly ve we], by oure Lorde ! 
For love of youre covetyse. 
That al the worlde be the wors ; 
As holy wryght telleth 
What cheste and meschaunce 
To children of Israel 
Ful on hem that free were« 
Thorwe two false preestes. 
For the synne of Ophni 
And of Finees bus orother, 
Thei were disconfit in bataille, 
And losten Archa Dei, [syngen, 
And fore hure syre sauh hem 
And soffred hem don ylle. 



And wolde noght rebukie hem, 
Anon as it was y-told hyme 
That the children of Israel 
Weren disconfit in bataille. 
And Archa Dei y-lore. 
And bus sones slay en. 
Anon he ful for sorwe 
Fro bus chaire thare he sat. 
And brak husnecke a-tweyne ; 
And al was for venjaance [ren. 
That he but noght bus child- 
And for they were preestes. 
And men of holy churche, 
God was wel wrother. 
And toke the rather venjaunce. 
For- thei ich seye, ye preestes, 
And men of holy churche. 
That soffren men do sacrifice 
And worsbeppen mawmettes. 
And ye sbolde be here fadres^ 
And tecben hem betere ; 
God sbal take venjaunce 
In alle swicbe preestes 
Wel harder and grettere. 
On suche shrewede faderes, ^ 
Than ever he dude on Ophni 
And Finees, or in here fadere. 
For youre shrewede sufiBraunce, 
And youre owen synne, [tynes, 
Youre masse and youre ma- 
And meny of youre boures," 



etc. 



And noght chasted hem therof, 

291, This fable appears to be of middle-age formation, for it 
is not found in any of the ancient collections. It does not 
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occur in the Cables of Marie. It is, however, foand in the old 
collection, in French verse of the fourteenth century, entitled 
Ysopet, and M. Robert has also printed a Latin metrical 
version of the story from a MS. of the same century. La 
Fontaine has given it among his fables. It may be observed 
that the fable is nowhere so well told as in Piers Ploughman, 
(See Robert, Fables In6dites des zii®, ziii^, et ziv^ siecles, 
i. pp. 98—101.) 

381. Va terra, etc, Ecclesiastes. x. 16. " V» tibi, terra^ cojns 
rex puer est, et cujos principes mane comedunt'* 

4tS, andpointeth the lawe. MS. Trin. 2. 

429. after this line the following are inserted in the second 
MS. of Trin. Coll. 



'* I saugh bisshopis bolde. 
And bacheleris of devyn. 
Become clerkis of acoantis 
The king for to serve, 
Archideknes and denis, 
That dignit^s haven. 



To preche the peple 
And pore men to fede, 
Ben y-lope to Lundone 
Be leve of hire bisshop, 
And ben clerkis of the kinges 
The cuntr^ to shende." [bench 



438. TailUmrSf tanneris, \ And toldterU bothe. MS. Trin. 3. 

453. The Cottonian MS. Vespas. B. xvi. from which Price 
has given a long extract in his edition of Warton, has here 
" With wyne of Oseye | and wyn of Gascoyne." Whitaker*s 
reading is " Whit wyn of Oseye and of Gascoyne." Price ob- 
serves in a note, " good wyne of Gaskyne, and the wyne of 
Osee, [is the reading of MS. Harl. No. 875]. — The same hand 
already noticed has corrected wyn to weyte (wheat) of Gas^ 
coyne ; — an obvious improvement." I by no means partake in 
this opinion : wine of Gascony, and not wheat of Gascony, is 
perpetually alluded to in the literature of France and England 
from the twelfth to the sixteenth century. The reading of the 
text now printed is evidently the original one, which has been 
corrupted in the others : the wine more particularly known as 
Gascon, was a red wine. The writer of *' La Desputoison da 
Vin et de I'laue," says of it — 

£t d'unvin foible, fet. i. fort. 
II a de vin plaine sustance ; 
II nourrist sans faire grevance : 
Aus testes est bons et au flanc* 
Gt du rouge y a et du blanc.*' 



" Vin de Gascoigne, sa coulour 
N*est pas de petite valour; 
Les autres vins fet honnorer, 
Quantdesoilesveultcoulourer: 
Force donne, aide, et confort. 



{Jtibinalf Nouveau Reotieil de Contes, S(o, u 399.) 
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The * Wyn of the Rocher (vin de la Bx)chel]e) w&s also a 
favoarite wine. — 



*' Rochelle, qui tant a de pris, 
Que Ten lavadepaitont guerre ; 
Chascun si I'enclot et Tenserrei 
Car il n'est pas a gar90imer. 



N'en ne la doit q'aus bons don- 
ner ; — [salache.'' 

For les grans seignors Ten 
(tfc. p. 300.) 

The " T^^yn of Oseye " (vin d'Osaie) was a foreign wine« 
very rare and dear, and sought up by ' gourmands :' it is men- 
tioned with those of Malvoisia, Rosetta, and Muscadet. (Dep- 
ping, R^glem^ns sur les Arts et Metiers de Paris, p. Ixiii.) It 
is unnecessary to explain what was ' wyn of the Ryn' (Rhine). 

456, rf the Reule | and of the Rochel, Whitaker. 

458. These two lined, omitted in the MS. from which our 
text is printed, have been added from MS. Trin. 2. 

522. Genesis, xix. 32. 

563. Lukfe, XX. 25. 

681. Lucifir toith legions* The story of Lucifer's rebellion 
ilnd fall Aras extremely popular in the Middle Ages, and parti- 
cularly among the Anglo-Saxons, who, in the fine poem ascribed 
to Csednion, had given it as much detail as Milton had done at a 
later date. This legend is related in prose in an Anglo-Saxon 
tract in MS. Cotton. Vespas. D. xiv. fol. 2. 

682. The second Trin. Coll. MS. has, Leride it in hevene, \ 
and was the lovelokest | to loke on, aftir oure Lord, 

697 — 704. Instead of these lines, we find the following 
in Whitaker*s text : 

Hus fote for to sette, 
Ther he failede and fuel. 
And hus felawes alle. 
And helle is ther he is^ 
And he ther y-boudde, 
Evene contrarie sutieth Criste, 
Clerkus knowen the sothe, 
Dixit Domintu Domino meo, 
sede a dextris meis, 
* Ac of this matere 
No more mene ich nelle. 
He was in the halyday 
After heten way ten, [cold 
They care noght thauh it be 
Knaves wen thei worchen." 



« 



Lord, why woldte he tho, 
Thulke wrechede Lucife)*, 
Lepen on a-lofte 
In the northe syde, 
To Bitten in the SDnne side 
Ther the day roweth, 
Ne were it for northeme men, 
Anon ich wolde telle : 
Ac ich wolle lacke no lyf,' 
Quath that lady sotthly* 
' Hyt is sykerer by southe, 
Ther the sonne regneth. 
Than in the north, by meny 
No man loyne ottier. [notes. 
For theder as the fend flegh, 
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For to spare tod aspye, 
For eny speche of seller, 
What manere mester 
Of merchaundise he asede, 
£r be were underfonge free 
And felawe in yoare roUes. 
Hit ys noght semly , for soth, 
In cyt6 ne in borw-ton, 
That usurers other regiatoois 
For eny kynne geftes. 
Be firaunchised for a free^maiii 
And have fals name." 



And good men for here gultes 
Gloweth on fuyr after. 
Al thys have we seyen. 
That some iyme thorwabrew- 
Jjtfany burgages y-brent, [ere 
And bodyes therynne. 
And thorw a candel doming 
In a cursed place, 
Fel a-don and for-brende 
Forth al the rewe. [free-men, 
For-thy mayres that maken 
Me thynken that thei ouhten 

1548. Job, !▼. 34. 

1611. Youre fader she felled^ An allusion to the deposition 
and death of Edward II. 

1734. In tformandis. 1750. To CaUis, Allusions, no doubt, 
to recent events in the wars of Edward III. See the Intro- 
duction. 

1^69. Caytiflyche thow, Consciencey | Consailedist the kyng 
leten | In hus etiemys honde \ Ys heritage of Fraunce. Whit. 

J 827. Psalm xiv. 1.— 1835. Ps. xiv. 2.— 1845. Ps. xiv. 5. 

1862. Psalm zzv. 10. 

1875. Matth. vi. 5. 

188^. Bjegum, The reference is to 1 Sam. xv. which in the 
old Vulgate was called prtmu« liber regum» 
' 1985, 2019. Isaiah, ii. 4. 

2043. Prov. zxii. 9. Victoriam et honorem acquiret qui dat 
munera ; animam autem aufert accipientium. 

2099. lemest, Whitaker's text has ledest, 

214^. Psal. ziii. 3. The quotation which follows is from the 
same verse. 

2175 — 2186. The variation in Whitaker*s tezt deserves nd- 
ticQ. This passage there stands as follows, — 

« Thenne cam Pees into parle- And Margarete of here mai'* 

ment, denhod. 

And putte up a bylle, As he met hure late. 

How that Wrong wilfullich * Both my goos, and my grys, 

Hadde hus wif for-leyen ; And my gras he taketh. 

And how he ravysed Rose, Ichdarnouhtforisfelaweshepe, 

llie riche wydewe, by nyghtej In faith !' Pees saide. 
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' Bere sikerlich eny selver 
To SeiDt Gyles doane. 
He wattetlxful wel, 
Wan ich sulfere taketb, 
' Wat wey ich wende, 
Wei yerne be aspieth, 



To robbe me and to lyile me, 
Yf ich ride softe. 
Yut he is bolde for to borwe, 
And baldelicb he payeth : 
He borwede of me Bayarde/ " 
etc. 



2177. How Wrong ayeins his wille. What follows is a true 
picture of the oppressions to which the peasantry were frequently 
subjected by the king*s purveyors, and others in power. See 
the Political Songs, pp. 377, 378; and Hartshome's Ancient 
Metrical Tales, pp. 41, 42. 

2197. tailU, a tally. See the Political Songs, as above quoted. 
Whi taker translates this passage, which stands thus in his 
edition, 

" And taketb me bote a taile 
For ten quarters other twelve," 

by, " and for ten or twelve quarters of it repaid me but a sheep's 
tail r 

2355. Galis. Compostello in Galicia. 

2473. Pastus Quintus, In Whitaker's text, this section, which 
is called Passus Sextus, is prefaced by the following long exor- 
dium, intended as a satire against the mendicant friars : 



■< Thus ich awaked, God wot ! 
Wanne ich wonede on Com- 

hulle, 
Kytte and ich in a cote, 
Clothede as a loUere : 
And a lytel ich let by, 
heyYO me, for sothe. 
Among lolleres of London, 
And lewede heremytes. 
For ich made of tho men. 
As Reson me tauhte. 
For as ich cam by Conscience, 
Wit Reson ich mette, 
In an bote hervest, 
Wenne ich hadde myn hele, 
And lymes to labore with. 
And lovede wel fare. 
And no dede to do 



Bote drynke and to slepe, 
In bele and in unit6. 
On me aposede, 
Romynge in remembraunce. 
Thus Reson me arated: 
' Canstow serven,' he seide, 
' Other syngen in a churche ? 
Other loke for my cokers ) 
Other to the carte picche ? 
Mowe, other mowen. 
Other make bond to sheves ? 
Repe, other be a repe-reyve 
And arise erliche? 
Other have an home and be 

hay-warde. 
And liggen out a nyghtes. 
And kepe my com in my croft 
From pykers and theev^ ? 
L 
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Otherthap thoon othercIothoB t 
Other sliep other kyne kepe ? 
Eggen, other harweo, 
Other Bwyne other gees dryve 1 
Other eny kyoe craft 
That to the comone nudeth. 
Hem that bed-reden be 
By ly ve to fynde V 

* Certes/ ich seyde, 
' And so me God helpe ! 
Ich am to waik to worche 
With sykel other with sythe \ 
And to long, leyf me, 
Lowe for to stoupe, 
To worchen as workeman 
£ny wyle to dure.' 
' Then havest thow londes to 

lyve by,' 
Quath Reson, ' other lynage 

ryche 
That fynden the thy fode ? 
For an hydel man thow semest, 
A spendour that spende mot, 
Other a spille-tyme ; 
Other beggest thy lyve 
Aboate ate menne hatches ; 
Other faitest upon Fridays 
Other feste dayes in churches j 
The wiche is loUerene lyf, 
That lytel is preysed 
Ther ryghtfulnesse rewardeth 
Ryght as men deserveth. 
lUddit unicuiquejuxta opera sua. 
Ether thow ert broke, so may be. 
In body other in membre, 
Other y-maymed thorow som 

myshap, 
Werby thow myght be ex- 

cusede.' 
' Wanne ich yong was,' quath 
* Many yer hennes, l^9^> 



My fader and my frendes 
Founden me to scole, 
Tyl ich wiste wyterliche 
Wat holy wryt menede. 
And wat is best for the body, 
As the bok telleth. 
And sykerest for the soule. 
By so ich wolle continue. 
And yut fond ich never in faith, 
Sytthen my frendes deydeo, 
Lyf that me lyked, 
Bote in thes long clothes. 
Hyf ich by laboure sholde lyf. 
And lyflode deserven, 
That labour that ich lemed best 
Therwhit lyve ich sholde. 
In eadem vocatUme qua voeati 

estis. 
And ich lyve in Londene 
And on Londen bothe. 
The lomes that ich laboure with 
And lyflode deserve, 
Ys paternoster and my prymer, 
Placebo et dirige. 
And my sauter some tyme, 
And my sevene psalmes. 
Thus ich synge for hure sonles 
Of suche as me helpeo. 
And tho that fynden me my fode 
Vochen saf, ich trowe. 
To be wolcome wan ich come 
Other wyle in a monthe. 
Now with hym, and now with 

hure. 
And thus gate ich begge 
Wilhoute bagge other hotel, 
Bote my wombe one. 
And also, moreover. 
Me thynketh, syre Reson, 
Men sholde constreyne 
No clerke to knavene werkes. 
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For by law of Livitici, 
That oure Lord ordeynede, 
Clerkes that aren crowned 
Of kynde understondjng, 
Sholde nother swynke ne swete, 
Ne swere at enquestes, 
Ne fyghte in no vauDtwarde, 
Ne bus fo grave. 
Non reddat malum pro malo. 
For it ben aires of bevene. 
And alle that ben croonede 
And in queer in churches, 
Cristes owene mynestres. 
Dominus pars hereditatis mett. 

Et alibi, dementia non con- 

stringit. 
Hit bycometh for clerkus 
Crist for to serven ; 
And knaves uncrounede 
To cart and to worche. 
For shold no clerk be crounedi 
Bote yf he y-come were 
Of franklens and freemen 
And of folke y-weddede. 
Bondmen and bastardes, 
And beggers children, 
Thuse bylongeth to labour, 
And lordes. children sholde 

serven, 
Bothe God and good men, 
As here degree asketh ; 
Some to syoge massies. 
Other sitten and wryte. 
Rede and receyve 
That Reson oughte spende. 
And sith bondemenne barnes 
Han be made bisshopes, 
And bames bastardes 
Han ben archidekenes; 
And sopers and here sones 
For selver ban be knyghtes> 



And lordene sones here labo- 

reres, 
And leid here rentes to wedden 
For the ryght of the reame, 
Ryden ayens oure enemys, 
In consort of the cofnune 
And the kynges worshep. 
And monkes and mouiales, 
That mendinauns sholden 

fynde, 
Han mad here kyn knyghtes, 
And knyght fees purchase. 
Popes and patron es 
Povre gentil blod refusetb, 
And taken Symondes sonne 
Seyntewarie to kepe. 
Lyf-holynesse and love 
Han ben longe hennes, 
And wole, til hit bewared out, 
Or otherwise y-chaunged. 
For-thy rebuke me ryht nouht, 
Reson, ich yow praye ; 
For in my conscience ich knowe 
What Crist wolde that ich 

wrouhte. 
Preyers of perfyt man, 
And penaunce discret. 
Is the levest labour 
That oure Lord plesetb. 
Non de solo, ich seyde. 
For soche vivit homo, 
Nee in pane et pe^lo, 
The paternoster witnesseth. 
Fiat voluntas tua 
Fynt ous alle tbynges.' 
Quath Conscience, ' By Crist ! 
Ich can nat see this lyeth. 
Ac it semeth nouht perfitnesse 
In cyties for to begge, 
Bote he be obediencer 
To pryour other to mynstre.' 
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' That ys soth/ ich aeide, 
' Aod so ich by-knowe 
That ich have tynt tyme. 
And tyme mys-spended. 
And yat ich hope, as he 
That ofte haveth chaffarede. 
That ay hath lost and lost. 
And at the latest hym happeth 
He bouhte suche a bargayn 
He was the bet evere. 
And sette hus lost at a lef 
At the lasts ende ; 
Suche a wynnynse hym warth 
Thorw wyrdes of his grace. 
SimiU est regnum calorum the- 
sauro abscondito in agro, etc* 
MuligrqtUB invewUtdragmam, 
etc. 
So hope ich to have of hym 
That his almyghty 
A gobet of hus grace. 
And bygynne a tyme 
That alle tymes of my tyme 
To profit shal tume.' 
' Ich rede the/ quath Reson tho, 
' Rathe the to bygynne 
The lyf that ys lowable 
And leel to the soule.' 



* Ye, and continue,' quath Coo- 
science. 

And to the church ich wente. 
** And to the church gan ich 

God to honourie, 

Byfor the crois on my knees 

Knocked ich my Brest, 

Sykinge for my sennes, 

Segginge my paternoster, 

Wepyng and wailinge, 

Tyl ich was a-slepe 

Thenne mete me moche more 

Than ich byfor tolde. 

Of the mater that ich mete fyrst 

On Malveme hulles. 

Ich sawe the feld ful of folk 

Fram ende to the other. 

And Reson revested 

Ryght as a pope. 

And Conscience his crocer 

fiyfore the kynge stande. 

Reson reverentliche 

Byfor al the reame 

Prechede and provede 

That thuse pestilences 

Was for pure synne," etc. 



See I. 2497, of the present edition. 

3497. thi$e pestilences. — There were three great pestilences 
in the reign of Edward III. the terrible effects of which were 
long fresh in people's minds, and they were often taken as points 
from which to date common events. Two of them had passed 
at the period when the Visions of Piers Ploughman are believed 
to have been written, and are the ones here alluded to. Of the 
first, or great pestilence, which lasted from 31 May, 1348, to 29 
Sept. 1349, the contemporary chroniclers give a fearful account. 
In a register of the Abbey of Gloucester (MS. Cotton. Domit. 
A. VIII. fol. 124), we have the following entry. — " Anno 
Domini m**.ccc**.zIviijo. anno vero regni regis Edwardi III. 
post conquestum zxijo. incepit magna peatilentia in Anglia, ita 
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qaod vix tertia pan hominam remftDsit." This pestilence, 
known as the black plague, ravaged most parts of Europe, and 
is said to liave carried off in general about two thirds of the 
people. It was the pestileoce which gave rise to the Deca- 
meron of Bocacdo. For an interesting account of it, see 
Michelet's Hist, de France, iii. 342 — 349. The second pesti- 
lence lasted from 15 Aug. 1361, to May 3, 1363, and was much 
less severe. The third pestilence raged from 2 July to 29 
Septemb. 1369. 

2500. The south-^wettrene wynd \ on Saterday at even, Tvr^ 
whitt, in his preface to Chaucer, first pointed out the identity • 
of this wind with the one mentioned by the old chroniclers 
(Thorn, Decem. Script, col. 2133 ; Walsingham, p. 178 ; the 
continnator of Adam Murimuth, p. 115), as occurring on the 
evening of Jan. 15, 1362. The fifteenth of January in that 
year was a Saturday. The foUowing is the account given by 
Walsingham : " Anno gratiie millesimo trecentesimo sezagesimo 
secondo, qui est annus regni regis Edwardi a conquestu tertii 
tricesimns seztns, tenuit rex natale apud Wyndesor, et quinto 
decimo die sequente ventus vehemens, nothus auster affiricns, 
tanta vi erupit, quod flatu suo domes alias, sdificia sublimiay 
torres, et campanilia, arbores, et alia qusque durabilia et fortia 
violenter proetravit pariter et impegit, in tantum quod residua 
quae modo extant, sunt hactenus infirmiora." The continuator 
of Marimath is more particular as to the time of the day, and 
in other respects more exact. *' A. D. m. ccc. Ixii., xv die 
Januarii, circa haram vesperartun, ventus vehemens notus australis 
afifricus tanta rabie erupit," etc. 

2529. Andfeeehe Felit his wyf \ Fro wyuenepyne, MS. Trin. 
Col. 2. 

2547. This was a very old and very common proverb in 
England. Thus in the Proverbs of Hending (Reliquiae An- 
tique, Tol. i. p. 110) — 

** Ne hue thi child never so duere. 
Ant hit wolle unthewes lerne. 

Bet hit other whyle ; 
Mote hit al babben is wille, 
Woltou nultou hit wolle spille, 

Ant bicome a fule. 
Ijuef child lore byhoveth ; 

Quoth Hendyng." 
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Tlie prorerb is a little Taried in another copy of these ** Pro- 
verbs/' p. 194 of the same work. There is a German proverb 
closely resembling it, " Je lieberes Kind, je scharfere Rathe." 

SS551. Prov. xiii. ^4. 

9569, After this line Whitaker's text has inserted a passage 
answering nearly word for word (except in the few first lines) 
to the passage in our text, 11. 6218 — 6^74. 

2573. In the same text, the following lines are here added, — 

Was an holy comune. 
Til Lucifer the lyere 
Leyved that hymselve 
Were witty our and worthiour 
Than he that was hus maister. 
Hold yow in unit6. 
And ye that bother wolde 
Is cause of all combraunce 
To confounde a reame.'' 



" * And also,' quath Reson, 
• Ich rede yow, riche 
And comuners, to acorden 
In alle kynne treuthe. 
Let no kynne consail 
Ne covetyze yow departe, 
That on wit and on wil 
Alle youre wardes kepe. 
Lo ! in hevene on by 

2586. Matt. xxv. 12. 

2594. Whitaker's Pasm$ Sextus ends with this line. 
2625. Before Envy's confession, and in place of Lechery, 
Whitaker's text introduces the confession of Pride : — 



** Ich, Proyde, patientliche 
Penaunce ich aske ; 
For ich formest and ferst 
To fader and to moder 
Have y-be unboxome, 
Ich beseche God of mercy ; 
And unboxome y-be, 
Nouht abaissed to agulte 
God and alle good men. 
So gret was myn herte ; 
Inobedient to holy churche, ' 
And to hem that ther serven, 
Demed for hure y vel vices. 
And excited othere 
Thorw my word and al my wit 
Hure yvel workes to shewe ; 
And scorned hem and othere, 
Yf a skyle founde, 
Lauhynge al aloude. 



For lewde men sholde 
Wene that ich were witty 
And wyser than anothere ; 
Scorner and unskilful to hem 
That skil shewede. 
In all manere manners 
My name to be y-knowe. 
Semen g a sovereyn on, 
Wer 80 me byfulle 
To telle eny tale. 
Ich trowed e me wiser 
To carpen other to counsaile 
Than eny, lered other lewede. 
Proud of aparail 
In porte amonge the puple. 
Otherwise than ich have, 
Witliynne other withoute. 
Me wilnede that men wende 
Ich were in aveyr 
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Riche and resonable. 
And ryghtful of lyyynge ; 
Bo8tynge and braggynge 
Wy t meny bolde othes ; 
Avaantyng opon my veine glorie 
For eny undernemynge ; 
And yut so syngeler by myself 
Ne non so pomp holy, 
Som tyme on a sectej 
Som tyme on another ; 
In all kynne covetyse 
Contrevede how ich myghte 
Be holde for holy, [cheison ; 
And hondred sithe by that en- 
Wilnede that men wende 
My werkes were the beste 
And konnygest of my craft, 
Clerkes other othere, 
And strengest upon my stede. 
And sty vest under gurdell, 
And lovelokest to loken on. 
And lykyngest a-bedde ; 
And lykynge of such a lif 
That no lawe preyseth ; 
Prond of my faire fetours ; 
And for ich songe shrille ; 
And what ich gaf for Godes 
To godsybbes ich tolde, [love, 
Ther to wene that ich were 



To bydden an[d] crave, 
Tales to telle 
In tavemes and in stretes, 
Thyng that nevere was thouhte, 
And yut ich swot ich sauh hit, 
And lyed on my lykame 
And on my lyf bothe. 
Of werkes that ich wel dude 
Witnesse ich take, 
And syggen to such 
That sytten me bysyde, 
' Lo ! yf ye leyve me nouht, 
Other that ye wene ich lye, 
Ask of hym other of hure. 
And thei conne vow telle 
What ich soffrede an[d] seih. 
And som tyme hadde. 
And what ich knew and couthe, 
Of wat kyn ich kam of; 
AI ich wolde that men wuste. 
When 'it to pruyde sonede. 
As to preised among the puple, 
Thauh ich povre semede.' 
Si hominibus placerem, Christi 
servus non ettem. Nemo pit- 
test duoihus dominii servire, 
* Now God, of bus goodnesse, 
Geve the grace to amende !' 
Quath Repentaunce ryght witfi 
Andthenneroo8£nvye." [that; 



Wel holy and wel almesful. 
And non so bold begger 

The description of Envy, which follows, is shorter in Whita- 
ker's text, and differs much from our text. 

2819 — 382!2. The discipline here described seems to have 
been peculiar to the chapter house of the monasteries. Matth. 
Paris, p. 848, has a passage which illustrates curiously this 
passage of Piers Ploughman. In speaking of the turbulent 
Falcasius de Brente, who had been warned in a vision to offer 
himself to suffer penance in the monastery of St. Albans, in the 
reign of Henry III. he says, ^* Vestibus igitur spoliatus cum 
Bois militibus, similiter indumentis spoliatis, ferens in manu 
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▼irgam qutm rnlgariter baUis appellamas, et confitens calpam 
snaiiii ... a singulis fratribaa disciplinas nuda came suacepit." 
2846. In the text which Whitaker has printed, the confession 
of Wrath was followed by that of Laxury or Lechery. It stands 
as follows in the copy of the same text in MS. Cotton. Vespas. 
B. zvi. (See 1. 8713, of oar present text.) 



" Thanne seide Lecherie, Alas ! 
And to oure Ladi criede, 
' Ladi, for thi lere sone, 
Loate for me nouthe. 
That he havepit^ on me,patour. 
For his pare merci.' [schrewe, 
' With that I schal/ quod that 
' Saterdaies, for thi lore, 
Drynke with the doke. 
And dine but ones.' 
** i, ealti in gost. 
To God I me scfarive. 
As in likyng of lecherige 
My licames gultes, 
In wordes, in wedes, 
In waityng of eyen ; 
To echo maide that I mette 
I made here a sigge, 
Semyng to synne>ward, 
And samme can I taste 
Aboate the mouth, and binethe 
Bigon I to grope. 
Til bothe pure wil was on. 
To werke we yeden. 
As wel fastyng dales. 
And hi festes eves. 



And wel in Lente as oat of 
Al tymes i-liche ; [Lente, 

Swiche werkes with us 
Weren nevere out of seson. 
Til we mighten ne more. 
Tho hadde we muri tales 
Of putrige and of paramours. 
And provede thorw speche, 
Handelyng, and halsyng. 
And also thorw cossyng, 
Excityng beither other 
To oure eide synne ; 
Sotilde songes, 
And sente out elde baudes 
For te Wynne to my wil 
Wemmen with gile ; 
Bi sorcerie sum time. 
And sum time be maistrie, 
I lai bi the lovelokest. 
And lovede hem nevere aflur. 
" Whan I was eld and hor, 
And hadde i-lorn that kynde, 
I hadde likyng to lige 
Of lecherous tales. 
Now, Lord, for thi lewt6. 
On lecheres have merci.*' 



2850. Sire Hervy, Whitaker and Price (in Warton) sup- 
pose that there is here a personal allusion, which at the time 
had become proverbial. 

2874. Symme at the Style. Whit. 

2882. To Wy and to Wynchestre | I wente to thefeyre. War- 
ton (Hist* of £ng. p. ii. 55, edit. 1840) supposes Wj to be 
Weyhill, in Hampshire, " where a famous fair still subsists*" 
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In fact it is one of the ^atest fairs in England, lasting ten 
days. For anecdotes of the celebrity of the great fair at Win- 
chester in former times, and for some interesting obserTations 
on fairs in general, see Warton, loc. cit. 

2933. The Roode of Bromkolm. At the Priory of Bromholm, 
in Norfolk, there was a celebrated cross, said to be made of 
fragments of the real cross, and much resorted to by pilgrims. 
It was brought from Constantinople to England in 1323. Tbe 
history of this cross, and the miracles said to have been per- 
formed by it at Bromholm, are told by Matthew Paris (p. 268). 
In the MS. Chronicle of Barthol. de Cotton, it is recorded at the 
date 1223, " £o tempore Peregrinatio de Bromholm incepit." 

2949. Frensshe ,. ,of Nortf^'olk, Norfolk, it would appear 
by this, was one of the least refined parts of the island. 

3030. In this part of the poem, the smaller variations be- 
tween tbe present text and Whitaker's are very numerous. 
After this line, the following passage is inserted : — 



' With false wordes and writes 
Ich have wonne my goodes. 
And with gyle and glosynge 
Gadered that ich have ; 
Meddled my merchaundise, 
And mad a good moustre. 
The worst lay withynne, 
A gret wit ich let hit. 
And yf my neyhgebore had an 
Other eny best ellys, [hyne, 
More profitable than myn, 
Ich made meny wentes, 
How ich myght have hit 
Al my wit ich caste ; [away, 
And bote ich hadde hit by othes 
At last ich stal hit. 
Other pry vvliche huspors shok, 
Unpiked his lokes. 
And yf ich yede to the plouh, 
Ich pynchede on bus half acre, 
That a fot londe other a forwe 
Fetchen ich wolde . 
Of my neyhgeboris next, 
Nymen of hus erthe. 



And yf y repe, over reche. 

Other gaf hem red that repen 

To sese to me with here sykel. 

That ich sewe nevere. 

In haly dayes at holy churche 

Wenne ich hurde messe, 

Ich hadde nevere witerlich 

To byseche mercy 

For my mysdedes. 

That ich ne mornede ofter 

For lost of good, leyve me. 

Then for lycames gultes. 

Thauh ich dedliche synne dude, 

Ich dradde hit nat so sore 

As wenne ich lenede and ley- 

vede hit lost, 
Other longe er hit were paied. 
And yf [ich] sente over see 
My servaunt to Brugges, 
Other into Prus my prentys. 
My frofit to awaite, 
To marchaunde with monye 
And maken here esbaunge. 
My ght nevere man comforty me 
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In the meyn tyme. 
Neither matyos ne masse, 
Ne otbere manere gygUt^s, 
And severe penaonce perform- 
Me paternoster seyde, [ede. 
That my mynde ne was 



More in my good^. 
Than in Codes grace. 
And bus grete myghte. 
Ubi thesaunu tuus, iln ear 
tuum." 

(See 11. 8751— 88«7.) 



3039. Psa. 1. 8. 

3083. The confessions of the robber and the glutton are 
reversed in Wbitaker's text, and present many variations. The 
robber's confession is there preceded by the following carious 
lines : — 



" Then was ther a Walishman 
That was wonderlich sory, 
He hight Yy van Yeld-ageyn ; 
' If ich so moche have, 
Al that ich wickedlich wan 
Setthen ich hit hadde ; 
And thauh my liflode lache, 



Leten ich nelle 

That ech man shal have bus, 

Er ich hennes wende. 

For me ys levere in this lif 

As a lorel beggen, 

Than in lysse to lyve. 

And lese lyf and soule.' 



» 



3163. Between this line and the next, MS. Trin. Col. 2. in- 
serts — Bargoynes and beverechis \ Begatinefor to arUe. 

3277, 3278. rymes of Robyn Hood | and kandolf erl ofChestre. 
This seems to be the earliest mention of the bailads of Robin 
Hood which can now be found. Ritson was quite mistaken 
(Robin Hood, Incrod. p. xlix.) in the supposed mention of him 
by the prior of Alnwick, the title of the Latin song being 
modeh). The passage of Fordun, in which Robin Hood is 
spoken of, is probably an interpolation. 

I am not sure that Ritson is right in taking the Bnndotf erl 
of Chester of Piers Ploughman, to be Ranulf de Blundevile : 
it is quite as probable that he was the Ranulf of Chester of the 
days of Stephen, whose turbulent deeds may have been the 
subject of popular ballads. Warton (H. £. P. ii. 373) quoting 
the passage of Piers Ploughman with the word erl omitted, 
conceives it to mean Ralph Higden, and imagines the rymes to 
be the Chester Mysteries, of which he conjectured that Ralph 
Higden was the author. 

3311. Ite missa est. The concluding sentence of the service 
of the Mass. 

3407. the Rode of Chestre. There was a celebrated cross or 
rood at Chester, which was long an object of great veneration, 
and even of pilgrimage, among our Roman Catholic forefathers. 
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" I do not recollect any tiring remarkabto (sty* Mr. Pennant, 
speaking of Chester,) on the outside of the walls which has 
been unnoticed, unless it be the Rood-eye, and the adjacent 
places." — ** The name of this spot is taken from eye^ its waterj 
situation, and rood, the cross which stood there, whose base is 
still to be seen." Pennant's Tour in Wales, edit. 1778, p. 191. 
According to Gough's Camden, the base was still remaining in 
1789. 

3410. Roberd the rdbbere. This name is rather curious in 
conjunction with the term Roberdesmen mentioned in the note 
on I. 88. It was no uncommon practice to give punning names 
in this way to people or classes of people. In a Latin song 
of the reign of Henry III. (Political Songs, p. 49), we have a 
very curious instance of it, one of the names being, as here, 
Robert:— 

** Competenter per Robert, robbur designatur; 
Hoberttts ezcoriat, eztorquet, et minatur. — 
Yir quicunque rabidus consors est Roberto. 

Still earlier (12th cent.) a scribe says of one of bis brothers, 
" Secundus dicebatur Robertus, quia a re nomen habuit, spoliator 
enim diu fuit et pnedo," (Polit. Songs, p. 354). 

3419. Dysmas. In Middle Age legends, Dismas and Gestas 
were the names of the two thieves who were crucified with 
Christ. 

3443. Before this line, Whitaker's text has the following 
passage : — 



i» 



*' Ac whiche be the brannches 
That bryngeth me to sleuthe, 
Ys wanne a man moumeth nat 
For bus mysdedes ; 
The penaunce that the prest 
Parfourmeth uvele ; [enjoyneth 
Doth non almys-dedes. 
And drat nat of synne ; 
Lyveth ay ens the byleyve. 
And no lawe kepeth ; 
And bath no lykynge to leme, 
Ne of houre Lord hure. 
Bote harlotrie other boredom, 
Other elles of som wynnyng. 
Wan men carpen of Crist 



Other of clennesse of soule, 
He wext wroth, and wol not 
Bote wordes of murthe, [buy re 
Penaunce and povre men. 
The passion of seyntes. 
He hateth to buy re therof 
And alle that therof carpen. 
Thuse both the braunches, be 

war, 
That bryngeth man to wanhope. 
Ye lordes and ladyes, 
And legates of holy churche, 
That feden fool sages, 
Flaterers and lyers. 
And ban lykynge to ly then hem, 



Id hop« to do jow U»e — 
Fcf vMiquiriJtlu.etc. 
And gereth *uohe mede ai 
And poim men tefoKS ; [me' 
In jonn d«th dejage. 



ToBOcheM 
Vmtmienlti 



Patnurkn and propheCe*. 
I'lachouTB of Godes wordea, 
S«T«n thorgh here Bemioiis 
Hannw aoula ho belie : 
Rjght K> fisterers and foles 
Aran the fendei prDcuratOTes. 
EnCjwn men Ihorgh here tales 
To lynne and to hBilotrie. 
Clerkai that knoireu this, 
Sbolda kennen Jotiee 
What David aeide of sucbe 
A* the Sauler telleih: [me 
Nott habitabit in mtdui domi 

loquitur iniguun. 
Sbolda non barlolhars audieni 
In balle ne ia chaumbre. 
Ther that 



y 



of Godea wordea; 
n other a mva-prout man 
Among lordea alouwed. 
Clarkus and knyghtea 
Wolcometh kjngea myDStralea, 
FarloTBofhera JordcB 
Liihen hem at fearea ; 
Muclie more, ma ihenket 
■RiAemenauhle 
Have beggcia bjfore hen . 
Wiche belt. Godea mjnattelsa, 
Ai be seith hymielT, 
fievni Juhan bentb whitti 



Qui n« ipemit, mt etiaai tpentl. 
Tberfor icb rede jow, riche, 
Reretei when ;e maken, 

> solace yonre aoulea, 
Suche mynatnJea to have. 
The povre for a {oqI aage 
Sjttynge at tbj table, 
Wbith a lered mun to lere ibe 
VVfaat oare Lord auSiede, 
:o saij th; aaola 
1 Satan Ibjpn enemye, [ryng 
fitayla the wiihoote flate- 
Of GooJ-Friday the feate ; 
Andabljndemanfora bordionr. 
Other a bed-reden wamman 
To crje a Utgeaeo bjfor oore 

Youie good loos to sbsKe. 
Thuse thre manere mynatrales 
Uakenamantolaube; 
n buadetb dejng 
Thei doa hym gret comfort. 
That by bus lyfe loveth bem, 
And loTelb bem to buyre. 
Those eolacetb the Boule, 
Tilhymselfbe falle [wrogbteao, 

wele good hope, for lie 

Qg worUij seyntee, 
TherflBlerersaid'^folBS 
Wbith here foute wordea 
Ledeo iho that litbea hem 
To Lndfeiea fesle. 
With TuTpUoqiio, a la; of 
And Ludfera filele, [lonre. 
To perpetual peyna 
" ' t pnrgatorye B« wjkke, 

le lilbetb and loveth 
That Godea lawe deapitetb. 

ftiilntiitibui dat, damtmihiu 
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3466. flit numet, i^e. £piBt. JoaD. it. 16t 

3477. EpiBt. Paul, ad Ephes. !▼. 8. 

3484. Isai. iz. 2. 

3496. Matt. iz. 13. 

3502. John, i. 14. 

3520. Psalm zzzr. 8. 

3545. Signet cf Synay, | and shelUs of Galiee . . . k$yet of 
Rome. It is perhaps hardly necessary to remark that the arti- 
cles mentioned here were borne by the pilgrim to indicate the 
particalar holy sites which he had visited. The reader will 
readily call to mind the lines of a modem poet, — 

" The summoned Pahner came in place^ 
His sable cowl o'erhung his face ; 
In his black mantle was he clad. 
With Peter's keys in cloth of red 
On his broad shoulders wrought ; 
The scallop shell his cap did deck ; 
The crucifiz around his neck 
Was from Loretto brought.'' 

3622. Seint Thomas shryne. St. Thomas of Canterbury. It 
may not perhaps be generallv known that an interesting de^ 
Bcnption of this shrine, when in its glory, is given by Erasmus* 
CoUoq. Peregrinatio Religionis ergo, 

3713. eten apples un-rosted. One of the many specimens of 
the borlesque manner in which scripture was frequently quoted 
in these times. A very similar passage (but in a tract pro- 
fessedly burlesque), occurs in the Reliquiae Antiquae, vol. i. p. 
83) : — " Petnr askud Adam a full greyt dowtfull question, and 
seyd, ' Adam, Adam, why ete thu the appnll unpard?' * For 
sothe,' quod he, ' for y had no wardyns fx^de.' " 

3826. Uven, should be Unen, 

3890. Luke, zir. 10. 

3944, 3948. Psalm zlviii. 29. 

3997. the Rode ofLuhes, The second Trin. Col. MS. has be 
the rode of Chestre, There was a famous cross at Lucca, but 
whether a part of the real cross, I have not ascertained. Calvin, 
in his most able and entertaining Admonitio de Reliquiist declines 
undertaking a list of all the places where pieces of the real 
cross were shown. " Denique si congesta m acervum essent 
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omnia que repeiiri poaaent, integrum navis onus efficerent: 
cum tamen eTangelium testificetnr ab unico homine ferri 
potoiue. Qaantie igitur audacis fuit, ligneis frustis sic totum 
implere orbem, quibus ferendis ne trecenti quidem homines 
sufficiant ?" Calvini, Opusc. p. 277. There was also at Lucca 
one of the impressions of our Saviour's face on the handkerchief 
of Veronica. The peculiar oath of William Rufos was by the 
holy face at Lucca. 

4027. with hey trolly lolly. MS. Trin. Col. 2. 

4154. In the second Trin. Col. MS. the passage stands as 
follows : — 



Ne hadde the fisician ferst 
Defendite him watir. 
To abate the barly bred. 
And the benis y-grounde, 
Thei hadde be ded be this day. 
And doWen al warm. 
Faitours for fer,'* &cc. 



*' Ne hadde Peris but a pese 

Thei preyede hym beleve, [lof, 

And with a bene batte 

He hadde betwene, 

And hitte hunger therwith 

Amydde hise lippes, 

And blodde in it the bodyward 

A boUe ful of growel, 

4194. Thei eorven here coppes, \ and courtepies made. Whitaker, 
who translates it, " They carved wooden cups, and made them- 
selves short cloaks." It ought to be, ** They cut their copes to 
make courtpies (a kind of short cloaks) of them." 

4242. Paul. Epist. ad Galat. vi. 2. 

4251. Scimusenim qui dixit, mihi vindicta,et ego retribuam. 
Paul, ad Heb. z. 30. conf. Paul, ad Rom. zii. 19. 

4256. Luke, zvi. 9. 

4272. Propter frigus piger arare noluit. Prov. zz. 4. 

4306. Labores manuum tuarum quia manducabis, beatos es 
et bene tibi erit. Psal. czzviL 2. 

4336. HU mawe in alongid. MS. Trin. Coll. 2. 

4336. Whitaker's text inserts here the following passage, 
which is curious as containing the same word, latchdrawers, that 
occurs in Edward's statute quoted before in the note to I. 88 : — 



" Thenk that Dives for hus de- 
To the devel wente, [licat lyf 
And Lazar the lene beggere 
That longed after cromes. 
And yut had he hem nat, 



For ich Hunger culde hym. 
And suthe ich sauh hym sute, 
As he a syre were, 
At alle manere ese 
In Abrahame lappe. 
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An yf you be of power, 
Peers, ich the rede, 
Alle that greden at thy gate 
For Godes love after fede. 
Parte wit hem of thy payn, 
Of potage and of souel, 
Lene hem som of thy loof, 
Thauh thu the lesse chewe. 



And thauh lyers and latohe- 
And lolleres knocke, [drawers. 
Let hem abyde tyl the bord be 

drawe, 
Ac here hem none cromes, 
Tyl al thyn nedy neihe bores 
Have none y-maked." 



4339. PhUik . . . hise furred hodet , , , his cloke of Calabre, 
Whitaker cites, in illustration of the dress of the physician, the 
costume still worn by the Doctors of Medicine in the uni- 
versities. Chaucer gives the following description of the dress 
of the " Doctour of Phisike" :— 

*' In sanguin and in perse he clad was alle. 
Lined with taffata, and with sendalle.'* 

(Cant. T.Prolog. 441.) 

Calabre appears to have been a kind of fur: a document in 
Rymer, quoted by Ducange, speaks of an indumentum fodera- 
turn cum Calabre, * 

4390. ripe chiries manye. This passage, joined with the 
mention of cherry-time in 1. 2794, shows that cherries were a 
common fruit in the fourteenth century. " Mr. Gougb, in his 
British Topography, says that cherries were first brought in by 
the Romans, but were afterwards lost and brought in again in 
the time of Henr^ VIIL by Richard Harris, the king's fruiterer ; 
but this is certainly a mistake. When in the New Forest in 
Hampshire in the summer of 1808, 1 saw a great many cherry- 
trees, apparently, of much more considerable age than the time 
of Henry VIII. The very old trees were universally of the kind 
called merries," H. £• 

4431. Cato, Distich, i. 21 :— 

** Infantem nudum quum te natura crearit, 
Paupertatis onus patienter ferre memento." 

4490. Whitaker's text reads after this line. 



*' Leel and ful of love. 
And no lord dreden, 
Merciable to meek. 



And mylde to the goode, 
And bytynge on badde men 
Bote yf thei wolde amende. 
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And dredeth nat for do deth 
To distniye by here powere 
I^cberie among lordet, 
And hare latber custymes, 



And sitben lyre as thei lereth 

men, [etb, 

O are lorde Treatbe hem graant- 

To be peeres to Apostles/' etc. 



4525. sette scalers to scale. It was common in the schoUutie 
ages for scholars to wander about gathering money to sapport 
them at the universities. In a poem in MS. Lansdowne, No. 
76t, the husbandman, complaining of the many burdens he 
supports in taxes to the court, payments to the church, and 
charitable contributions of different Idnds, enumerates among 
the latter the alms to scholars : — 

'* Than cometh clerkys of Oxford, and mak their money 
To her scole-hire they most have money/' 

4547. Psa. xiv. 5. Qui pecuniam suam non dedit ad usoram, 
et munera super innocentem non accepit. 
4571. Psa. xiv. 1. 
4593. Matt. vii. 12. Luke, vi. 31. 

4619. Catons techyng» " Cui des videto," is the twenty-third 
of the " Disticborum Lemmata" of Dionysius Cato. 

4620. the clerc of stories. Called, elsewhere, nudster of 
stories. These names were given popularly to Peter Comestor, 
author of the famous Historia Scolastica, a paraphrase of the 
Bible history, with abundance of legendaxy matter added to 
it. The title given him by the auUior of Piers Ploughman, 
is not uncommon in English treatises of the fourteenth and fif- 
teenth centuries. Lydgate, Minor Poems, p. 102 (£d. Halli- 
well), speaks of Comestor thus : — 

** Maister ofstoryeSf this doctour ful notable, 
Holdyng a chalice here in a sonne diere." 

4621. Instead of 11. 4621—4658, the following long and 
curious passage is substituted in the text adopted by Dr. 
Wbitaker : — 



" Wot no man, as ich wene. 
Who is worthy to have. 
The most needy aren oure 

neighebores. 
And we nyme good hede ; 
As prisoners in puttes. 



And poore folke in cotes 
Charged with children 
And chef lordes rente. 
That thei spynnynge may spare, 
Spynen hit m hous hyre, 
Bothe in mylk and in mele« 
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I'o maken with papelotes 
To aglotye with here gurles 
That greden after fode. 
Al so hemselve 
Suffren muche hunger, 
And wo in winter tyme. 
With wakyng a-nyghtes 
To ryse to the ruel, 
To rocke the cradel, 
Bothe to karde and to kembe. 
To clouten and to wasche, 
To rubbe and to rely, 
Russhes to pilie. 
That reuthe is to rede 
Othere in ryme shewe 
The wo that theese women 
That wonyeth in cotes. 
And of meny other men 
That muche wo sufiren, 
Bothe a-fyngrede and a-furst, 
To tume the fayre outwarde ; 
And belh abasshedfor to begge, 
And woUe nat be y-knowe 
What hem needeth att here 

neihebores 
At non and at even. 
This Wit wot witerly, 
As the world techeth. 
What other byhoyeth 
That hath meny children, 
And hath no catel bote bus 

crafte 
To clothy hem and to fede. 
And fele to fonge therto. 
And fewe pans taketh. 
Ther is payn and peny ale. 
As for a pytaunce j-take ; 
Cold flesch and cold fyssh, 
For veneson y-bake. 
Fry days and fastyng-dayes 
Ferthyng worth of muscles 

M 



Were a feste for suche a folke, 
Other so fele cockes. 
Theese were almes to heipe 
That ban suche charges, 
And to comforte suche cotyers. 
And crokede men and biynde. 
Ac beggers with bagges, the 

wiche 
Brewhouses ben here churches. 
Bote thei be biynde other broke. 
Other elles syke, 
Thauh he falle for defaute. 
That faiteth for bus lyflode, 
Reicheth nevere, ye ryche, 
Thauh suche lorelles sterven ; 
For all that ban here hale 
And here eyen syghte, 
And lymes to laborye with, 
And lolleres lyf usen, 
Lyveo ayens Codes lawe. 
And love of holy churche. 
And yut arn ther other beggers, 
In hele, as it semeth; 
Ac hem wanteth here witt, 
Men and women bothe, 
The wiche aren lunatik lollers 
And leperes aboute, 
And mad, as the mone sitt, 
More other lasse : 
Thei caren for no cold, 
Ne counteth of no bete. 
And are mevenge after the 

mone, 
Moneyles thei walke, 
With a good wil wit-lees, 
Meny wyde con treys, 
Ryght as Peter dude and Paul, 
Save that thei preche nat, 
Ne myracles maken ; 
Ac meny tymes hem happeth 
To prophetien of the puple, 
M 
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Pleyninge, as hit were. 
And toouresight^as hitsemeth, 
Satbtbe God bath the mygbte 
To yeven ecbe a whit wit, 
Welthe, and his hele. 
And suffreth suche so gon. 
Hit semeth to myn inwitt, 
Hit arn as bus aposteles suche 

puple. 
Other as his prevye disciples ; 
For he sente hem forth selver- 
In a somer gamement, [les, 
Withoute bred and bagge, 
As the Bok telletb. 
Quando mui vos sine pane et pera, 
Bar-fot and bred-les, 
Beggeth thei of no man ; 
And thauh he mete with the 

meyere 
In mydest the strete, [nouht 
He reverenceth hym ryght 
No rather than another. 
Neminem aalutaveris per vtam. 
Suche man ere of men, 
Matheu ous techeth, 
We sholde have hem to house, 
And help hem when thei come. 
Et egenos vagosque indue iti 

domum tuam. 
For hit aren murye mouthede 
Mynstrales of bevene [men. 
And Godes boyes bordiours, 
As the Bok telletb. 
Si quis videtur sapienstjiet stul' 

tus ut sit sapiens. 
And alle manere mynstrales, 
Men wot wel the sotbe. 
To underfonge hem faire 
Byfalle for the ryche ; 
For the lordes )ove and ladies 
That thei with lengen. 



Men suffren al that suche seyn, 

And in solas taken ; 

And yut more to suche men 

Doth, er thei passe, 

Gy ven hem gyftes and gold. 

For grete lorries sake. 

Ryght so, je riche. 

Rather ye sholde, for sotbe, 

Wolcomen and worsshepen 

And with youre goode helpen 

Godes mvnstrales, and bus 

messagers, 
And bus murye burdiers. 
The wiche are lunatik lollares 
And leperes aboute. 
For under Godes secr^ seel 
Here synnes ben y-keverede. 
For thei bereth no bagges, 
Ne non hotels under clokes, 
The wiche is lollaren lyf 
And lewede eremytes. 
That loken ful louheliche 
To lacchen mennes almesse. 
In hope to suten at even 
By the bote coles, 
Unlouke bus legges abrod. 
Other lygge at bus ese, 
Reste bjm and roste hjm. 
And his ryg turne, 
Drynke drue and deepe. 
And drawe hym thanne to 

bedde. 
And when hym lyketh and lust 
Hus leve ys is to aryse ; 
When he rysen, rometh out. 
And ryght wel aspieth [past, 
War he may ratbest have a re- 
Other a rounde of bacon, 
Sulver other fode-mete. 
And some tyme bothe, 
A loof other alf a loof. 
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Other H lompe of chese, 
And carieth it horn to hue cote. 
And cast hym to ly ve 
In jdelnesse and in ese. 
And by others travajle. 
And wat frek of thys folde 
Fisketh thus aboute 
With a bagge at hus bak, 
Abegeneldes wyse, 
And can som roanere craft, 
In cas he wolde hit use, 
Thorgh wiche craft he couthe 
To bred and to ale, [come 
And over more to an hater 

4645. Luke, xiz. !?3. 

4659. Ps. xxxvi. 25. Junior fui, etenim senui : et non vidi 
justum derelictum, nee semen ejus quaerens panem. 

4695. Here again, after many verbal variations from our 
text, Whitaker's text adds the following long passage, which is 
very curious, and well worthy to be preserved. Whitaker calls 
it " one of the finest passages in the whole poem." 



To helye with hus bones, 
And ly veth lyk a loUere, 
Godes lawe him dampneth. 
Lolleres lyvynge in sleuthe. 
And overe lond stryken, 
Beeth nat in thys bulle,' quathi 

Peers, 
' Til thei ben amended, 
Nother beggers that beggen, 
Bote yf thei have neede. 
The Bok blameth alle beggerye, 
And banneth in this manere :** 

etc. 



" Ac eremites that enhabiten 
By the heye weyes, . [hem 
And in borwes among brewes- 

ters, 
And beggen in churches 
Al that holy eremytes 
Hateden and despisede. 
As rychesses and reverences 
And ryche mennes almesse. 
These lolleres, latche-draweres, 
Lewede eremytes, 
Coveyten the contrarie, 
Aa cotyers thei lybben, 
For hit beth bote boyes, 
Lolleres atten ale, 
Of lingua ge of lettrure 
Ne lyf-holy as eremytes 
That wonnede wyle in wodes 
With beres and lyones* 



Some had lyflode of herelynage* 

And of no lyf elles ; 

And some lyvede by here let- 
trure 

And labour of here hondes ; 

Some had foreynes to frendes, 

That hem fode sente ; 

And bryddes brouhten to some 
bred, 

Werby thei lyveden. 

Alle thuse holy eremytes 

Were of bye kynne, 

Forsoke londe and lordshep 

And lykynges of the body ; 

Ac thuse eremytes, that edefyen 

Thus by the hye weyes, 

Wylen were workmen, 

Webbes and taillours. 

And carters knaves, 
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And clerkus without grace, 
Heelden hangry hoas. 
And had much defaute. 
Long labour and ly to wynnynge, 
And atte laste aspiden 
That faitours in frere clothynge 
Had fatte chekus ; 
For-thi lefte thei here laboure, 
Theese lewede knaves. 
And clothed hem in copes, 
Clerkus as hit were. 
Other on of som ordre, 
O there elles prophite, 
Ay ens the I awe he lyveth, 
Yf Latyn be trywe : 
Non licet nobis legem voluntate, 
sed voluntatem conjungere legi* 
Now kyndeliche, by Crist ! 
Beth suche callyd lolleres, 
As by Englisch of oure eldres, 
Of olde menne techynge, 
He that lolleth bis lame, 
Other his leg out of the joynte, 
Other meymed in som membre, 
For to meschief hit souneth ; 
And ryght so sothlyche 
Suche manere eremytes 
LoUen ayen the bylyeve 
And lawe of holy churche. 
For holy churche hoteth 
Alle manere puple 
Under obedience to bee, 
And buzum to the lawe, 
Furst religious of religion 
Here ruele to holde. 
And under obedience to be 
By dayes and by nyghtes, 
Lewede men to laborie, 
Lordes to honte 
In frythes and in forestes 
For fox and other bestes 



That in wilde wodes ben, 

And in wast places. 

As wolves that wyrhyeth men, 

Wommen, and children. 

And upon Sonedayes to cesse, 

Godes service to huyre, 

Bothe matyns and masse. 

And after mete in churches 

To huyre here eve song 

Every man ouhte. 

Thus it bylongeth for lorde. 

For lered and lewede, 

Eche halyday to huyre 

Hollyche the service, 

Vigiles and fast3mg dayes 

Forthere to knowe. 

And fulfiUe tho fastynges 

Bote infirmit6 hit made, 

Poverte othere penaunces, 

As pilgrymages and travayles. 

Under this obedience 

Am we echone. 

Who so breky th this,be wel war, 

Bot yf he repente, 

Amenden hym and mercy aske. 

And meeklicbe hym shryve, 

Ich drede me, and he deye. 

Hit worth for dedlich sjnne 

A counted byfore Crist, 

Bote Conscience excuse hym. 

Loke now were theese lolleres 

And lewede eremytes, 

Yf thei broke thys obedience 

That ben so fro churche, 

Wher see we hem on Sonedays 

The servise to huyre ? 

As matyns by the morwe 

Tyl masse bygynne. 

Other Sonedays at eve songe. 

See we wol fewe, 

Othere labory for oox lyfiode 
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Aa the lawe wolde 
Ac at mydday, meel tyme, 
Ich mete with hem ofte, 
Conynge in a cope 
As he a clerke were, 
A bachelor other a beaupere 
Best hym bysemeth, [hem 
And for the cloth thatkevereth 
Cald his here a frere, 
Whassheth and wjpeth, 
And with the furste suteth. 
Ac while he wrought in thys 

worlde, 
And wan bus mete withTreuthe, 
He sat atte syd benche 
And secoande table. 
Com no wyn in has wombe 
Thorw the weke longe, 
Nother blankett in bus bed, 
Ne white bred by fore hym. 
The cause of al thys caitift^ 
Cometh of meny bisshepes, 
That sufiVen suche sottes 
And othere synnes regne. 
Certes ho so thurste hit segge, 
Symon quan dormit, 
Vigilate were fairour. 
For thow hast gret charge : 
For meny waker wolves 
Ben broke into foldes. 
Thyne berkeres ben al blynde. 
That bryngeth forth thy 1am- 

bren; 
Disperguntur oves, thi dogge 
Dar nat beerke ; 
The tarre is untydy 



That to thyne sheep bylongeth, 
Hure salve ys of seperaedeat 
In someneres boxes, 

4708. Matth. xxv. 46. £t ibunt hi in supplicium sternum ; 
justi autem in vitam stemam. 



Thyne sheep are ner al shabbyd 

The wolf sheteth woolle 

StU) molli pastore lupus lanam 

cacatf et grex intyustoditwi di- 

laceratur eo, 
Hoow hurde wher is thyn 

hounde, 
And thyn hardy herte, 
For to wyne the wolf 
That thy woolle fouleth. 
Ich lejve for thy lacchesse 
Thow leest meny wederes, 
And ful meny fayre flus 
Falsliche wasshe. 
When thy lord loketh to have 
Alowance for bus bestes. 
And of the monye thow haddist 

thermyd, 
Hus meable to save. 
And the woolle worth weye. 
Woo ys the thenne ! 
Redde rationem villicationis tua. 
Other arerage ffalle. 
Then byre hurde, as ich hope. 
Hath noubt to quyty thy dette, 
Ther as mede ne mercy 
May nat a myte avayle. 
Bote have this for that, 
Tho that thow toke 
Mercy for mede. 
And my lawe broke ; 
Loke now for thi lacchesse 
Whether lawe wol the graunt 
Purgatorie for thy paye. 
Other perpetuel belle. 
For sbal no pardone praye for 

yowe ther, 
Nother princes letteres." 
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4721. Psal. xzii. 4. 

4739. Psal. xli. 4. 

4745. Luke, xii. 23. Conf. Matth. vi. 25. 

4764. *' Dixit insipiens in corde suo, non est Deus," is the 
coDunencement of Psalms xiii. and lii. 

4769. Prov^. xzii. 10. Ejice derisorem, et ezibit cum eo 
jurgium, cessabuntque causae et contumeliae. 

4771. Ptrkyrit the diminutive of Peter, or Piers. Formerly 
the diminutives of people's names were constantly used as 
marks of familiarity or endearment, as Hawkyn or Halkyn for 
Henry, Tymkyn for Tim or Timothy, Dawkyn for David, 
Tomkyn for Thomas, &c. In the same way, in the old French 
romances, the poet continually calls his heroes by the diminu* 
tives of their names, Begon for Begues, Haon for Hues or 
Hugoes, Guion for Guy, Foucon for Fouques or Fulk, Bertain 
for Berte, &c. 

4796. Cato, Distich, ii. 31. 

" Somnia ne cures, nam mens humana quod optansy 
Dum vigilat, sperat, per somnum cernit id ipsum." 

4847. Matth. zvi. 19. 

4941. Prov. zziv. 16. Septies enim cadet Justus, et resurget: 
impii autem corruent in malum. 

4963. Tofalleandtostonde, I by no means agree with Price's 
interpretation of this phrase, or in his preference of the reading 
tofalle if he stande. (Note on Warton, ii. 67,} The motion of 
the boat causes the firm man alternately to fall and stand ; be 
he ever so stable, he stumbles now and then, but his strength is 
shown in his being able to recover himself. Such are the 
moral slips which even the just man cannot avoid. But if the 
man in the boat be too weak to arise again and place himself at 
the helm, his boat and himself will be lost for want of strength 
and guidance. So it is with the wicked man. The completion 
of the phrase quoted from Proverbs, as given in the preceding 
note, shews the justice of this explanation. 

5014. if I may lyoe and lake. Price (in Warton) first pointed 
out the identity between this expression and the one so common 
in Homer : it is " one of those primitive figures which are 
common to the poetry of every country." 

**OvTig,kfuv Z&VTOQ jcat Itrt %0ovl ^cpco/isvoiOy 
Sot jcoiXyc irapd vrivai fiaptiag XCH'^C inoiffEi" 

II. I. 88. 
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Whitaker*8 interpretation is nonsense, " If I have space to live 
and look in the book." Other instances of this phrase occur in 
11. 12132, 13268, and 13303 of Piers Plouglunam 

5082. 2Corinth. xi. 19. 

5157. offoure kynnes thynges. The Middle-Age notion of the 
manner in which the elements were mixed together in the 
formation of the human body, here alluded to, appears to par* 
take more of Western legend than of Eastern traailion. In the 
English verses on Popular Science (given in my Popular Trea* 
tises of Science written during the Middle Ages, p. 138,) is th6 
following curious account of the four things forming the body, 
and the influence of each,-— 

" Man hath of nrthe al his bodi, of water he haveth wete. 

Of eyr he haveth wynd, of fur he haveth hete. 

£cb quic thing of alle this foure, of some hath more other lasse ; 

Ho so haveth of urthe most, he is slou as an asse ; 

Of vad colour, of hard hide, boustes forme, and ded strong. 

Of moche thoght, of lute speche, of stille grounynge, and wrath- 

the long, 
A slougb wrecche and ferblet, fast and loth to geve his~ god. 
Sone old, and noght wilful, stable and stedefast of mode," &c. 

And so on with the other elements. The more mythic form of 
this legend gives eight things to the formation of the body, in- 
stead of four. Our earliest notice of this legend in England 
occurs in the prose Anglo-Saxon Dialogue between Saturn and 
Solomon (Thorpe's Analecta, p. 95), — ** Saga me J'st andworc 
\}e Adam wss of-ge-worht, se srusta man 1 Ic \>e secge of viii. 
punda ge-wihte. Saga me hwaet hatton J^age? Ic \)6 secge J^aet 
aeroste waes f61dan pund, of ^am him waes flesc ge-worht; oSer 
waes fyrespund, )>anon him wses )>st bl6d rekd and h4t ; j'ridde 
w»s windes pund, )>anon him waes seo ae^ung ge-seald ; feor^e 
waes wolcnes pund, ^anon him waes his m6des unsta^elfaestnes 
ge-seald ; fifte waes gyfe pund, ^anon him waes ge-seald se fat and 
geiSang ; syxste waes blostnena pund, ^anon him waes eagena my s- 
senlicnys ge-seald ; seofo^e waes deawes pund, )>anon him becom 
swat ; eahtothe waes sealtes pund, )>anon him waeron ]>& tearas 
sealte/'-^TeU me the matter of which Adam the first man was 
made 7 I tell thee, of eight pound-weights. Tell me their names ? 
J tell thee that the first was a pound of earth, of which hisfi^sh was 
made ; the second was a pound of fire, from which his blood was red 
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and hot ; the third was a pound ofvAnd, of which breath was given 
him ; the fourth was a pound of cloud, whereof was given him his 
instahility of mood; the fifth was a pound of , . . , whereof was 
given him fat and sinew ; the sixth was a pound of flowers, whereof 
was given him diversity of eyes ; the seventh was a pound of dew, 
whereof he had sweat ; the eighth was a pound of salt, whereof he 
had salt tears. This legend wu still prevalent in England 
as late as the fifteenth century, when we find it among the 
carious collection of questions (closely resembling those of 
Satam and Solomon just quoted) entitled ' Questions bitwene 
the Maister of Oxinford and his Scoler' (Reliquiae Antique, 
▼ol. i. p. 230), — " C. Whereof was Adam made ? M. Of viij. 
thingis : the first of erthe, the second of fire, the iij*^* of wynde, 
the iiij^ of clowdys, the v^ of aire wherethorough he speketh 
and thinketh, the vj^ of dewe wherby he sweteth, the vij^^ of 
fiowres, wherof Adam hath his ien, the viij^*^ is salte wherof 
Adam hath salt teres." A similar account is given in an ex- 
tract from an old Friesic manuscript communicated to the 
Zeitschrift fiir Deutsches Alterthum, by Dr. James Grimm, — 
" God scdp thene ^resta meneska, thet was Adam, fon achta 
wendem ; that b^nete fon tha st^ne, thet fl&sk fon there erthe, 
thet bldd fon tha wetere, tha herta fon tha winde, thene togta 
(1. thochta) fon tha wolken, the(ne) suet fon tha dawe, tha 
lokkar fon tha gerse, tha ^gene fon there sunna, and tha bl^rem 
on thene helga dm." * 

5169. a proud prihere of Fraunce. A proud rider of France. 
Until the fifteenth century there appears to have been a strong 
prejudice among the lower orders against horsemen: their name 
was connected with oppressors and foreigners. Horses appear 
to have been comparatively little used for riding among the 
Anglo-Saxons until they were introduced by the Norman 
favourites of Edward tlie Confessor, in whose reign we read 
that the Anglo-Saxon soldiers in Herefordshire were defeated 
by the Welsh owing Co their awkwardness on horseback, having 
been unadvisedly mounted by their Norman commander. The 
Anglo-Norman barons of the three following centuries, with 
their numerous household of knights and attendants who plun- 
dered and oppressed the peasantry and middle classes of society, 
kept alive the prejudice alluded to, and we trace it in several 
popular songs. In a song of the reign of Edward I. (Political 
Songs, p. 240), we find the following lines,— 
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Spedeth ou to spewen, 

A Be me doth to spelle ; 
The fend ou afretie 

With ileis ant with felle ! 
Herkneth hideward, horsmen, 

A tidyng ich ou telle, 
That ye shulen hongen, 

Ant herbarewen in helle!" 



*' Whil God wes on erthe 

And wondrede wyde. 
Whet wes the resoan 

Why he nolde ryde 7 
For he nolde no grom 

To go by ys syde, 
Ne gracchyng of no gedelyng 

To chaale ue to chyde. 

5276. Epist. ad Philippens. iii. 19. 

5fS3, Epist. Joan. iv. 16. 

3389. Matth. xzv. 12. Psal. Ixxx. 13. Et dimisi eos secun- 
dum desideria cordis eorum» ibunt in adventionibus suis. 

5354. Ecclesiast. i. 16. 

.'>363. Epist. Jacob, ii. 10. Quicunque autem totam legem 
servaverit, offendat autem in uno, factus est omnium reus. 

5417. Whitaker's text inserts before this line — 



" Caym, the cursed creature, 
Conceyyed was in synne. 
After that Adam and Eve 
Hadden y-synged, 
Withoute repentaunce 
Of here rechelessnesse, 
A rybaud thei engendrede, 
And a gome unryghtful ; 



As an hywe that ereth nat 
Auntreth hym to sowe 
On a leye lend, 
Ayens bus lordes wille, 
So was Caym conceyved, 
And so ben cursed wrettches 
That lycame ban ayen the lawe 
That oure Lord ordeynede." 



5470. Whitaker's text adds here. 



*' Westminster lawe, ich wot, 
Worcheth the contrarie ; 
For thauh the fader be a franke- 
layne. 



And for a felon be hanged. 
The heritage that the air sholde 

have, 
Ys at the kynges wille." 



5413. at Caym was on Eve, See further on 1. 5349. Accord- 
ing to a very curious legend, which was popular in the middle 
ages, Cain was bom during the period of penitence and fasting 
to which our first parents were condemned for their breach of 
obedience. 

5415. Psa. vii. 15. Concepit dolorem et peperit iniquitatem. 

5423. Gen. vi. 7. ptenitet enim me fecisse eos. 

5464. Ezech. xviii. 20. 

5479. Matt. vii. 16. 

5497. John, xiv. 6. 

5507. many a peire, sithen the pestilence. The continuator of 
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WUlkm de NaDgis, who givei a detailed account of the eHectA 
of tlM great pestilence on the continent, mentions the hasty 
marriages which followed it, but he gives quite a different ac- 
count of their fniitlnlness. " Cessante autem dicta epidimia, 
pestilentia, et mortalitate, nnpserunt viri qui remanserunt et 
moKeres ad invicem, conceperunt uxores residuae per mundom 
ultra modnm, nulla sterilis efficiebatur, sed praegnantes hinc 
inde Tidebanlur, et plnres geminos pariebant, et aliquse tres 
infinites insimnl vivos emittebant." The writer goes on to ob- 
serve, ** Sed proh dolor ! ex hujus renovatione saeculi non est 
mondus propter hoc in melius commutatus. Nam homines 
luenmt postea magis avari et tenaces^ cum multo plura bona 
qaam antea possiderent ; magis etiam cupidi et per lites, brigas 
et rixas atque per placita seipsos conturbantes . . • Charitas 
etiam ah illo tempore refrigescere caepit valde, et iniquitas 
abundavit cum ignorantiis et peccatis; nam pauci inveniehantur 
qui scirent aut vellent in domibus, villis, et castris informare 
pueros in grammaticalibus rudimentis." — Contin. G. de NangU, 
in Daeherii Spidleg. iii. 110 (ed. 1723). 

5563. 1 Corinth, vii. 1. 

5613. Margery perles. A margarite pearl, perle marguerite. 
The Latin name for a pearl (margarita) seems to be the origin 
of this expression. 

5634. a love day \ to lette with truthe. Love days (Dies 
amoris) were days fixed for settling differences by umpire, 
without having recourse to law, or to violence. I'he eccle- 
siastics seem generally to have had the principal share in the 
management of these transactions, and throughout the Visions 
of Piers Ploughman they appear to be blamed as the means of 
hindering justice, and of enriching the clergy. A little further 
on Religion is blamed for being '* a ledere of love-dayes." 
(1. 6219.) In Chaucer, it is said, of the friar, — 

"And over all, ther as profit shuld arise, 

Curteis he was, and lowly of servise. 

• « » • • 

And rage he coude as it hadde ben a whelp. 
In love-dayes, ther coude he mochel help. 
For ther was he nat like a cloisterere 
With thredbare cope, as is a povre scolere. 
But he was like a maister or a pope." 

(Cant. r. 249, 259.) 
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5646. The quotation is made up from Job, zzi. 7, tind Jerem* 
zii. 2. 

5651. Psal. Izxii. 12. 

5659. Psal. x. 4 Quoniam quae perfecisti, destruxerunt : 
justas autem quid fecit 1 

5739. Psal. cxxxi. 6. 

5769. Isai. Iviii. 7. 

5778. Tob. iv. 9. Si multum tibi fuerit, abundanter tribue ; 
si exiguum tibi fuerit, etiam exiguum libenter impertiri stade. 

In what follows, Whitaker's text is in parts much more brief 
than the one now printed ; there are also many transpositions, 
and other variations which are not of sufficient importance to be 
pointed out more particularly. 

5839. Ezech. xviii. 19. 

5835, Galat. vi. 5. 

5844. Pauli Epist. ad Kom. xii. 3, 

5911. seven artz. The seven arts studied in the schools were 
very famous throughout the middle ages. They were grammar, 
dialectics, rhetoric, music, arithmetic, geometry, astronomy ; 
and were included in the following memorial distich : — 

** Gram, loquitur, Dia. vera docet, Rhet. verba colorat, 
Mus. canit, Ar. numerat, Geo. ponderat, As. colit astra." 

5963. a baleys. See before, the note on 1. 2819* 

5990. Catrn. Distich, lib. i. 26. 

6009. Galat. vi. 10. 

602^. Galat. vi. S. 

6037. The second Trin. Coll. MS. reads here, 



« 



The pouke to reisen, 
Gif thou thenke," etc. 



Experimentis of Alkenemye 
Of Albertis makyng, 
Nigromancie and permansie 

6146. Matth. vii. 3. 

6179. Matth. xv. 14. Luke, vi. 39. Mark (?) 

6185, 6186. mauer . . . maruede. An error of the press for 
maner and mamede, 

6191. Offyn and Fynes. Ophni and Phinees. See 1 Samuel, 
iv. (in the Vulgate called 1 Kings.) 

6199. Psal. xlix. 21. 

6207. Isai. Ivi. 10. 

6217^ The text of the Trin. Coll. MS. 2. differs very iSuch 
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from oan in this part of the poem. Instead of 6217 — 6377, we 
have the following lines : — 



*' Ac now is Religioon a ridere 
And a rennere aboate, 
A ledere of ladies, 
And a lond biggere ; 
Poperith on a palfrey 
To tonne and to tonne ; 
A bidowe or a baselard 
He beritb be his side ; 
Godis flessh and his fet 
And hise fyve woundis 
Am more in his mynde [dours. 
Than the memorie of his foun- 
This is the lif of this lordis 
That lyven shnlde with Do>bet, 
And wel awey wers, 
And I shnlde al telle. 



I wende that kinghed and 

knighthed. 
And caiseris with erlis, 
Wem Do-wel and Do-bet 
And Do-best-of-hem-alle. 
For I have seighe it myself. 
And siththen red it aftir. 
How Crist counseilleth the 

comune. 
And kenneth hem this tale. 
Super caihedram MoUi sederunt 

principes. 
For-thi I wende that tho wyes 
Wem Do-best-of-alle. 
I nile not scome," etc. 



6223. an heepe ofhoundes, " Walter de Snffield, bishop of 
Norwich, bequeathed by will his pack of hounds to the long, 
in 1256. Blomefield's Norf. ii. 347. See Chaucer's Monke, 
Prol. Y. 165. This was a common topic of satire. It occurs 
again fol. xzvii. a [L 3321, of the present Edition]. See Chau- 
cer's Testament of Love, p. 492, col. ii. Urr. The Archdeacon 
of Richmond, on his visitation, comes to the priory of Brid- 
lington in Yorkshire, in 1216, with nine^-seven horses, twenty 
dogs, and three hawks. Dugd. Mon. ii. 65." Warton. 

6251. Psal. xix. 8. 

6259. the abbot of Abyngdone, There was a very ancient 
and famous abbey at Abingdon in Berkshire. Geoffirey of Mon- 
mouth was abbot there. It was the house into which the monks, 
strictly so called, were first introduced in England, and is, 
therefore, very properly introduced as the representative of 
English roonachism. 

6266. Isai. ziv. 4, 5. 

6289. Ecclesiasticus, x. 10« 

6291. Catonis Distich, iv. 4. 

" Dilige denari, sed parce dilige, formam ; 
« Quern nemo sanctus nee honestus captat ab »re." 
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6397. Colos. iii. 1. 

6353. machaberis. A mistake in the original MS. for necu' 
beris, as it is rightly printed in Crowley's edition. 

6372. John, iii. 13. 

6414. Matth. xziii. 2, Super cathedram Moysi sederunt 
Scribse et Pharisaei. 

6440. Fsal. xzxv. 8. 

6476. Ecclesiastes, ix. 1. 

6504. Matth. x. 18. The quotation is not quite literaL 

6538. For idiota irapiunt, read idiota vi rapiunt: the error 
has been caused accidentally in the printing. 

6571. Matth. xx. 4. 

6741. John, iii. 3. 

6755. Matth. vii. 1. 

6764. Psal. 1. 21. 

6815. Isai. Iv. 1. 

6825. Mark,xTi. 16. 

6831. may no cherl ckartre make. Such was the law of vilein* 
age, then in existence. There is a curious story illustrative of 
the condition of the cherl or peasant, in the Descriptio Norfol* 
ciensium, in my Early Mysteries and other Latin Poems of the 
Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries, p. 94. The ' cherl/ Tilein, 
or bondman, could not even be put apprentice without the 
licence of the lord of the soil. In the curious poem on the 
Constitution of Masonry, (14th cent.) published by Mr. Halli- 
well, the master is particularly cautioned on this point. 

" The fowrthe artycul thys moste be, 
That the mayster hym wel be*se 
That he no bondemon prentys make, 
Ny for no covetyse do hym take ; 
For the lord that he ys bonde to. 
May fache the prentes whersever he go.'' 

(Early Hist. o£ Freemasonry in Engl. p. 14.) 

6859. Trqjanus. 6869. Gregorie. The legend here alluded 
to is given briefly as follows, in the life of St. Gregory in the 
Golden Legend, fol. Ixxxxvii. — 

" In the tyme that Trayan themperour regned, and on a tyme 
as he wente toward a batayll out of Rome, it happed that in by s 
wave as he shold rydeawomanawydowecame to hym wepyng 
and sayd : I praye the, syre, that thou avenge the deth of one 
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my sooe, whyche innocently and wythout cause hath ben slayn. 
Themperour answerd : yf 1 come agayn fro the batyall hool and 
aoonde, thenne I shall do jastyce for the deth of thy sone. 
Thenne sayd the wydowe: Syre, and yf thou deye in the 
bataylle, who shall thenne avenge fays deth for me? And the 
wydowe sayd, is it not better that thou do to me justice, and 
have the meryte therof of God, than another have it for the i 
Thenne had Trayan pyt6, and descended fro hys hors, and dyde 
jastyce in avengynge the deth of her sone. On a tyme Saynt 
Gregory went by the marked of Rome whyche is called the 
marked of Trayan. And thenne he remembred of the justyce 
and other good dedes of Trayan, and how he had ben pyteous 
and debonayr, and was moche sorowfuU that he had ben a pay- 
nem ; and he teamed to the chyrche of Saynt Peter waylyng for 
thorrour of the mescreaunce of Trayan. Thenne answerd a 
voys fro God, sayng : I have now herd thy prayer, and have 
spared Trayan fro the payne perpetuelly. By thys thus, as 
Bomme saye, the payne perpetuell due to Trayan as a mescre- 
aont was somme dele take awaye, but for all that was be not 
quyte fro the pryson of helle ; for the sowie may well be in 
helle, and fele ther no payne, by the mercy of God." 

6907. 1 John, iii. 15. 

6938. Luke, xiv. 12. 

6964. John, viii. S4. 

6981. Galat. vi. 3. 

7015. Matth. yii. 3. 

7063. Luke, x. 40. 

7072. Luke, x. 42. 

7113. Although our writer quotes the circumstance from 
Luke, xviii. the words he gives are from Matthew, xix. 21. 

7113. In Whitaker's text the following passage is here in- 
serted : — 



" Thus consaileth Crist 

In comun ous alle, 

' Ho so coveyteth to come 

To my kynriche. 

He mot forsake hymself, 

Hus suster, and hus brother, 

And al that the worlde wolde, 

And my wil folwea*' 



Nisi renunciaveritis omnia qxue 

possidetis, etc. 
Meny proverbis ich myghte 
Of meny holy seyntes, (have 
To testefie for treuthe 
The tale that ich shewe. 
And poetes to preoven hit, 
Forfirie and Plato, 
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Aristotle, Oridias, 

And ellevene hundred, 

TuUins, Tholomeus, 

Ich can nat telle here names, 

Preoven pacient poverte 

Pryns of alle vertaes. 

And by greyn that groweth, 

God ous alle techeth. 

Nisi granumfrumenti cadens in 

terra, et mortuumfuit, ipmm 

solum manet. 
Bot yf that sed that sowen is. 
In the sloh sterre, 
Sbal neyere spir springen up, 
Ne spik on strawe curne ; 
Sholde nevere wete wexe, 
Bote wete fyrste deyde ; 
And other sedes al so 
In the same wyse, 
That ben leide on louh eerthe, 
Y-lore as hit were, 
And thorw the grete grace of 
Of greyn ded in erthe [God, 
Atte the laste launceth up 
Werby lyven alle. 
Ac sedes that ben sowen 
And mowe suffre wyntres, 
Aren tydyor and tower 
To mannes by-hofte, 
Than seedes that sowen beeth 
And mowe nouht with forste, 
With wyndes,newithwederes, 
As in wynter tyme, 
As lynne-seed, and lik-seed, 
And Lente-seedes alle, 
Aren nouht so worthy aswhete, 
Ne so wel mowen 
In the feld with the forst. 
And hit freese longe. 
Ryght so, for sothe, 
That suffre may penaunces 



Worth alpwed of oure Lorde 
At here laste ende, 
And for here penaunce be 
As for puyre martir, [preysed, 
Other for a confessour y-kud. 
That counteth nat a ruysshe 
Fere ne famyne, 
Ne false menne tonges ; 
Bote as an hosebonde bopeth 
After an hard wynter, 
Yf God gyveth hym the lif 
To have a good hervest. 
So preoreth thees prophetes 
That pacientliche suffreth 
Myschiefs and mysbappes. 
And menye tribulacions, 
Bytokneth ful triweliche 
In tyme comynge after 
Murthe for bus momynge. 
And that muche plent6. 
For Crist seide to bus seyntes 
That for bus sake tholeden 
Poverte, penaunces. 
Persecution of body, 
Angeles in here angre 
On this wise hem grate, 
Tristitia vestra vertetur in gatt' 

dium, 
Youre sorwe into solas 
Shal tume atte laste, 
And out of wo into wele 
Youre wyrdes shul chaunge. 
Ac so redeth of riche. 
The revers he may fynde. 
How God, as the Godspel 

telleth, 
Geveth hem foul towname^ 
And that bus gost shal go, 
And bus good byleve. 
And asketh hym after 
Ho sbal hit have. 
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The catel that he kepeth so 
In coffires and in hemes. 
And ert so loth to lene 
Thet leve shalt needes. 
O stuU9t iita nocte anima tua 

egrediatur, thesaurisat et ig- 

norat. 
An unredy reye 
Thi residue shal spene. 
That menye moththe was ynne 
In a mynte while ; 
Upholderes on the hul 
Shullen haye hit to selle. 
Lo ! lo ! lordes, lo ! 
And ladies taketh hede. 
Hit lasteth nat longe 
That is lycour swete, 
Ac pees-coddes and pere-ro- 

nettes, 
Plomes and chiries, 
lliat lyghtliche launceth up, 
Litel wile dureth. 
And that that rathest rypeth, 
Roteth most sannest. 
On fat londe and ful of donge 
Foulest wedes groweth. 
Right so, for sothe, 
Suche that ben bysshopes, 
Erles and archdekenes, 
And other ryche clerkes, 
That cbaffaren as chapmen. 
And chiden bote thei Wynne, 
And haven the worlde at here 
Other wyse to ly ve ; [wil 

Right as weodes wexen 
In wose and in dunge, 
So of rychesse upon richesse 
Arist al vices. 
Lo ! lend overe-layde 
With marie and with donge, 
Whete that wexeth theron 



Worth lygge ar hit repe ; 

Right so, for sothe. 

For to sigge treuthe. 

Over plent6 pryde norssheth 

Ther poverte destrueth hit 

For how hit evere be y-wonne, 

Bote hit be wel dispended, 

Worliche wele is wuked thynge 

To hym that hit kupeth. 

For yf he be feer therfro, 

Ful ofte hath he drede 

That fals foike fetche away 

Felonliche hus godes. 

And yut more hit maketh men 

Meny tyme and ofte 

To synegen, and to soucfaen 

Soteltees of gyle. 

For covetyze of that catel 

To culle hem that hit kepeth ; 

And so is meny men y-morthred 

For hus money and goodes ; 

And tho that duden the dede 

Y-dampned therfore after. 

And he, for hus harde heldynge. 

In helle par aunter : 

So covetise of catel 

Was combraunce to hem alle. 

Lo ! how pans purchasede 

Faire places, and drede. 

That rote is robbers 

The richesse withjnne. 

[^Passus quartvLS d£ Dowel.'] 

Ac wel worth Poverte, 

For he may walke unrobbede. 

Among pilours in pees, 

Yf pacience hym folwe. [chees, 

Oure prynce Jbesu poverte 

And hus aposteles alle. 

And ay the lenger tbei lyveden 
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The Uue good thei hadde. 
Tanqtutm nihil habentes, et om- 
nia possidentei, 
Yttt men that of Ahraam 
And Job were wonder ryche, 
And oat of numbre tho men 
M enye meobles hadden. 
Abraam, for al has good, 
Hadde mache teene. 
In gret poverte was y-pat, 
A pryns as hit were 
Bynom hym ys hoasewif 
And heeld here hymself, 
And Abraam nat hardy 
Ones to letten hym, [beaat6 
Ne for brightnesse of here 
Here spouse to be byknowe. 
And for he suffrede and seide 
Oure Lord sente tokne, [nooht. 
That the kynge cride 
To Abraam mercy, 
And detiverede hym has wif. 
With mache welthe after. 
And also Job the gentel 
What joye hadde he on erthe. 
How bittere he hit bouhte ! 
As the book telleth. 
And for he songe in has sorwe, 
Si bona accipimus a Domino, 
Derewortbe dere God, 
Do we so maia; 
Al bus sorwe to solas 
Thorgh that songe tamede, 
And Job by cam a jolif man, 
And al has joye newe. 
Lo how patience in here poverte 
Tbees patriarkes relevede. 
And broahte hem al above 
That in bale rotede. 
As greyn thatlyth in the greot 
And thorgh grace atte laste 



Spryngeth up and spredeth, 
So spedde the fader Abraam, 
And also the gentel Job, 
Here joie hath non ende. 
Ac leveth nouht, ye lewede 
That ich lacke richesse, [men, 
Thauh ich preise poverte thus, 
And preove hit by ensamples, 
Worthiour as by holy writ. 
And wise philosophers, 
Bothe two but goode, 
Be ye ful certayn, [loveth, 
And lyves that our Lorde 
And large weyes to hevene. 
Ac the povre pacient 
Purgatorye passeth 
Rathere than the ryche, 
Thauh thei renne at ones. 
For yf a march aunt and a mes- 
Metten to-gederes, [eager 

For the parcels of has paper 
And other pryvey dettes, 
Wol lette hym as ich leyve 
The lengthe of a myle ; 
The messager doth namore 
Bote bus mouth telleth, [eth, 
Hus lettere and has em de shew- 
And is anon dely vered ; [wey 
And thauh thei wende by the 
Tho two to-gederes, 
Thauh the messager made hus 
Amyde the whete, [wey 

Wole no wys man wroth be, 
Ne hus wed take, 
Ys non haiwarde y-hote 
Hus wed for to take. 
Necessitas non habet legem. 
Ac yf the marchaunt make hus 
Overe menne comne, [way 
And the haywarde happe 
With hym for to mete. 
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Other bus hatt, other has bed. 
Other elles has gloves. 
The merchaant mot for>go, 
Other moneys of hase porse. 
And yut be lett, as ich leyve. 
For the lawe asketh [dise 

Marchaons for here merchan- 
In meny place to toUen. 
Yat thaah the! wenden on wey 
As to Wynchestre fayre, 
The marchaant with has mar- 

chaundise 
May nat go so swythe 
As the messager may, 
Ne with so mochel ese. 
For that on bereth bote a boze, 
A brevet therynne, 
Ther the marchaunt ledeth a 

male 
With meny kynne thynges; 
And dredeth to be ded there- 
And he in derke mete [fore, 
With robboars and with revers 
That riche men despoilen, 
Ther the messager is ay murye, 
Has mouthe ful of songes, 
And ley veth for has letters 
That no wight wol hjm greve. 
Ac yut myghte the marchaunt 
Thorgh monye and other yeftes 
Have hors and hardy men, 
Thaah he mette theoves, 
Wolde non suche asailen hym 
For hem that hym folweth, 
As safliche passe as the mes- 
sager, 
And as sone at has hostel. 
Ye, wyten wel, ye wyse men, 
What this is to mene. [mene 
The marchaant is no more to 
Bote men that ben ryche 



Aren acountable to Crist 
And to the kyng of hevene. 
That holden mote the heye 
Evene ten hestes, [weye, 

Bothe lovye and lene. 
The leele and the unleele. 
And have reathe, and releve 
With has grete richesse 
By has power alle manere men 
In meschief y-falle, 
Fynde beggars bred, 
Backes for the colde, 
Tythen beregoodes tryweliche, 
A tol as hit semeth 
That oure Lord loketh after 
Of echo a lyf that wyneth, 
Withoute wyles other wrong, 
Other wommen atte stuwes. 
And yut more, to make pees. 
And quyte menne dettes, 
Bothe spele and spare 
To spene upon the needful. 
As Crist self comandeth 
To alle Cristene puple. 
Alter alterius onera porta, [nans 
The messager aren the mendi- 
That ly veth by menne almesse 
Beth nat y-boande, as beeth 

the riche. 
To bothe the two lawes, 
To lene and to lere, 
Ne lentenes to faste. 
And other pryvey penamaces 
The wiche the preest wol wel, 
That the lawe yeveth leve 
Suche lowe folke to be excused, 
As none tythes to tythen, 
Ne clothe the nakede, 
Ne in enquestes to come, 
Ne contumax thauh he wortbe 
Halyday other holy eve 
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Has mete to deseire ; 

For yf he loveth and byley veth 

As the lawe teclietfa, 

Qui erediderit et baptisatus 

fuMTxt, etc, 
Telleth the Lord a tale, 
Asatriwe messager, [by lettere 
And sheweth by seel and suthe 
With wat Lord he dwelleth, 
Kneweleche hym crystene 
And of holy cfaurche byleyve, 
Ther is no lawe, as ich leyve, 
Wol let hym the gate, 
Ther God is gatwarde hymself 
And eche a gome knoweth. 
The porter of pure reuthe 
May parforme the lawe 



In that he wilneth and wolde 

£ch wight as hemself ; 

For the wil is as muche worth 

Of a wretche beggere 

As al that the ryche may reyme 

And ryght fuUiche dele. 

And as muche mede 

For a my te that he offreth, 

As the riche man for al is 

money e, 
And more, as by the Godspel : 
Amen dico vobis quia }uec vidua 

paupercula, etc. 
So that povre pacient 
Is parfitest lif of alle. 
And alle parfit preestes 
To porerte sholde drawe. 



» 



7128. Matth. xvii. 20. 

7131. Psal. xxxiii. 11. 

7141. Peal. xlii. 1. 

7191. James, ii. 10. 

7194. over-tkipperU, Those who skipped over words in read- 
ing or chanting the service of the church. The following dis- 
tich points oat the classes of defaulters in this respect :— 

*' Ecclesise tres sunt, qui servitium male fallunt; 
Momylers, for-scyppers, ovre-lepers, non bene psallunt." 
{ReUq, Antiq, p. 90. Poems of Walter Mapes, p. 148.) 

A still more numeroos list of such offenders is given in the 
following lines from MS. Lansdowne, 762, fol. 101, v^. : — 

*' Hii sunt qui Psalmos corrumpunt nequiter almos: 
Jangler cum jasper, lepar, galper quoque, draggar, 
Momeler, for-skypper, for-reynner, sic et over-leper, 
Fragmina verborum Tutivillus colligit horum." 

Tutivillus was the popular name of one of the fiends (see 
Towneley Mysteries, pp. 310, 319 ; Reliq. Antiq. p. 257). Ac- 
cording to an old legend, a hermit walking out met one of the 
devils bearing a large sack, very full, under the load of which he 
seemed to labour. The hermit asked him what he carried in 
his sack. He answered that it was filled with the fragments of 
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words which the clerka had skipped oyer or mntihited in the 
performance of the serrice, and that he was canying them to 
ImU to he deposited among the stores there. 

7195. Psal. xlyL7,8. 

7342. Ecclesiasticui, xi. 9. 

7344. Instead of U. 7344—7363, Whitaker's text has the 
following passage : — 

** Ho saflreth more than God?' 

quath he, 
' No gome, ai ich leyve. 
He myght amende in a mynt 
AI that amys stondes. [while 
Ac he suffreth, in ensaumple 
That we sholde all saffren. 
Yg no yertue so feyr 
Of yalae ne of profit, 
Ai yi sufiPraunce.soyeraynliche, 
So hit be for Codes love, 
And so wittnesseth the wyse. 
And wysseth the Frenshe, 
Bele vertue est suffraunce, 
Mai dire est petite venjaune^ ; 
Bwn dire e hUn suffrer 
Fait ly suffrable a bien vener, 

7347. Genes, i. 31. 
7363. Cato, Distich, i. 5. 

" Si yitam inspicias hominum, li deniqae mores, 
Qnum culpent alios, nemo sine crimine yiyit." 

It may be observed here, that Whitaker, in his note on this 
passage, has very much misanderstood Tyrwhitt (in Chaucer, 
Cant. T. 3S27), in making him the authority for calling the 
author of the Disticka de moribus an obscure French writer. 
Tyrwhitt says that the mode in which Chaucer spells his name 
(Uaton) seems to show that the French translatioa was more 
read than the Latin original. The same observation yrould apply 
to the present poem : hut I am very doubtful how far it b cor- 
rect. The Distiches of Cato were translated into English, 
French, German, &c. and were extremely popular. The author 
of these Distiches, Dionysius Cato, is supposed to have lived 



For-thi,' quath Reson, ' Ich 

rede the, 
Rewele thi tonge eyere ; 
And er thow lacke eny lyf, 
Loke ho is to preise. 
For is no creature under Cryst, 
That can hymselve make i 
And yf cristene creatures 
Couthen make hemselve. 
Echo lede wolde be lacles, 
Leyf thow non othere. 
Man was mad of suche matere. 
He may nat wel asterte. 
That som tymes hym tit 
To folwen bus kynde. 
Caton acordeth herwith : 
Nemo sine crimine vivit,** 
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under the Antooines, and has certainly no chum to the title of 
an obicure French ton(«r. 

7441—7642. Instead of these lines, Whitaker has the fol- 
lowing: 



And wissede the ful ofte 

What Dowel was to mene, 

And counsailede the, for Cristes 

No creature to bygyle, [sake, 

Nother to lye nor to lacke, 

Ne lore that is defendid, 

Ne to spille speche. 

As to speke an ydel ; 

And no tyme to tene, 

Ne trywe thyng to teenen ; 

Lowe the to lyye forth 

In the lawe of holy churche, 

Thenne dost tho w wel, withoute 

drede, 
Ho can do bet no forse. 
Clerkes that connen al,ich hope, 
Thei con do bettere ; 
Ac hit suffuseth to be saved. 
And to be sache as ich tauhte : 
Ac for to lovye and lene. 
And lyve wel and byleyre, 
Ys y-calid Caritas, 
Kyn^e-love in English, 
And that is Dobet,yf eny suche 

be, 
A blessed man that helpeth. 
And pees be and pacience. 
And povre withoote defante. 
Beatiau est dare quam petere. 
As catel and kynde witt 
Encombre iiil menye, 
Woo is hym that hem weldeth, 
Bote he hjrm wel dispeyne. 
Scientes et non facientes variis 

flagellit vapulabunt, 
Ac comunliche connynge 
And unkynde rychesse, 



As lorels to be lordes. 
And lewede men techeres, 
And holy churche horen help, 
Averons and coveytous, 
Droweth up Dowel, 
And destruyeth Dobest. 
Ac grace is a gras therfore 
To don hem eft growe ; 
Ac grace groweth nat. 
Til God wii gyjme reyne. 
And wokiethorwegoodewerkes 
Wikkede hertes ; 
Ac er suche a will wol weze, 
God hymself worcbeth. 
And send forth seint espirit 
To don love sprynge. 
Spiritui vhi vuU spirat, etc. 
So grace withoute grace 
Of God and of good werkes. 
May nat bee, bee thow siker, 
Thauh we bid evere. 
Cleregie cometh bote of siht. 
And kynd witt of sterres, 
As to be bore other bygete 
In suche constellacion 
That wit wexeth therof, 
And othere wordes bothe. 
VuUuM hujui saculi sunt sub' 

jecti vultibus calestibus. 
So grace is a ^yfte of God, 
And kynde witt a chaunce, 
And cleregie and connyng of 

kynde 
Wittes techynge ; 
And yut is cleregie to comende 
Fore Cristes love more, [witt. 
Than eny connynge of kynde 
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And seide to the Jewes, 
' lliat seeth hym synneles, 
Cesse nat, ich hote, 
To stxyke with stoon other with 

Stat 
This strompett to dethe.* 
Qui vestrum sine peccato est, etc. 
For-thi ich consaily alleCristene 
Cleregie to honoure, etc. 



Bote cleregie hit rewele. 

For Moyses wutnesseth that 

God wrot 
In Btoon with has fynger, 
Lawe of love owre Lorde wrot. 
Long er Crist were ; 
And Crist cam and confermede. 
And holy-churche made. 
And in sond a sygne wrot, 

7453. Luke, xii. 38. 

7461. Hehr. xii. 6. 

7464. Fsahn xxii. 4. 

7470. tnakynget. 7483. mahe. — There is a canons analogy 
hetween the Greek and the Teutonic langui^s in the name 
given to the poet — ^the Greek irot^rqc (^rom ttoiccv), the Anglo- 
Saxon scdp (from sceopan, to make or create), and the Middle- 
English maker, preserved in the later Scottish nuMcar (also 
applied to a poet) have all the same signification. In the Neo- 
Latin tongues a different, though somewhat analogous, word 
was used : the French and Anglo-Nonnan trouvere, and the 
Froven9al trohador, signify a finder or inventor. 

7484. Catonis Distich, iii. 5. 

7500. 1 Cor. xiii. 13. Nunc autem manent fides, spes, cha- 
ritas, tria hec : major autem horum est charitas. 

7528, &c. ArittotU, Ypocras, and Virgile — These three names 
were the great representatives of science and literature in the 
Middle- Ages. Aristotle represented philosophy, in its most 
general sense ; Virgil represented literature in general, and more 
particularly the ancient writers who formed the grammar coarse 
of scholastic learning, whether verse or prose ; Ypocras, or 
Hippocrates, r^resented medicine. They are here introduced 
to illustrate ihe fact that men of science and learning, as well as 
warriors and rich men, experience the vicissitudes of fortune. 

7534. Felice, Perhaps this name is only introduced for the 
sake of alliteration. 

7536. Rosamaunde, I suppose the reference is to ** fair Ro- 
samond." 

7554. Luc. vi. 38. 

7567. John, iii. 8. 

7572. John, iii. 11, 

7582. John, iii. 8. 
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7600. thonigh earaetes. It was the popalar belief in the 
Middle-Ages that while the Jews were accusing the woman 
taken in adultery, Christ wrote with his stafPon the ground the 
sins of the accusers, and that when they perceived this they 
dropped their accusation in confusion at finding that their own 
guilt was known. See this point curiously illustrated in Mr. 
Halliwell's Coventry Mysteries, pp. :2S!0, 221. These are the 
characters alluded to in J?iers Ploughman. 

7624. Luke, vi. 37. 

7701. 1 Cor. iii. 19. 

7709. Luke, ii. 15. 

7714. Matth. ii. 1. 

7721. Luke, ii. 7. 

7779. Psalm xxxi. 1. 

7795. Luke, vi. .S9. The ignorance and inefficiency of the 
parish priests appears to have become proverbial in the four- 
teenth and fifteenth centuries. In the latter century a canon 
of Lilleshul in Shropshire, named John Myrk» or Myrkes, com- 
posed an English poem, or rather metrical treatise, on their 
duties, which he commences by applying to them this same 
aphorism of our Saviour, — 

" God seyth hymself, as wryten we fynde. 

That whenne the blynde ledeth the blynde. 

Into the dyche they fallen boo, 

For they ne sen whare by to go. 

So faren prestes now by dawe. 

They beta blynde in Goddes lawe,*' etc. 

(MS. Cotton. Claud. A. II.) 

It bad previously been applied in the same manner to the parish 
priests by the author of a long French poem (apparently written 
in England in the fourteenth century) entitled Le miroir de 
POme (Speculum Hominis), as follows, — 



" Dieus dist, et c'est tout verity, 
Qe si i'un voegle soit men^ 
D'un autre voegle, tresbucher 
Fait ambedeuz en la fossae. 
C'est un essample compart 
As foli curetz, qui sans curer 



Ne voient pas le droit sentier, 
Dont font les autres forsvoier. 
Qui sent apres leur trace aI6. 
Car fol errant ne puet quider, 
Ne cil comment nous puet saner, 
Qui mesmes est aumortnauir^." 



(MS. in the possession of Mr. J. Russell Smith.) 
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The following picture of the corrapt manners of the parish 
priests at this time is extracted from a much longer and more 
miaate censure in the same poem, — 



" Des fols curetz anci y a, 
Qui sur sa cure demourra 
Non pour curer, mais q'il sa vie 
Endroit le corps plus easera. 
Car lors ou il bargaignera 
Du seculiere marchandie. 



Dont sa richesce multeplie ; 
Ou il se donne a leccherie, 
Du quoy son corps delitera; 
Ou il se prent a venerie, 
Qant duist chanter sa letanie, 
Au bois le goupil buera." 



7803. Psal. XV. 5. We might be led to suppose that this 
was the ** neck verse" in the time of Piers Ploughman. In 
later times the text which was given to read to those who 
claimed the benefit of clergy is said to have been the beginning 
of Psal. Iv. Miserere mei, ^c. 

7840. Eccl. V. 5. 

7846. Trojanus. See the note on line 6859. 

7854. Matth. xvi. S7. Filius enim hominis venturus est in 
gloria Patris sui cum angelis suis : et tunc reddet unicuique 
secundum opera ejus. 

7915. huflesih isfoulfleMh. Yet in spite of the *' foulness" of 
its flesh, the peacocK was a very celebrated dish at feasts. For an 
account of the use made of the peacock in feasts, see Le Grand 
d'Aussy, Histoire de la Vie priv6e des Fran9ais, torn. i. pp. 
299 — 301 , and 361. In the Romance of Mahomet, 13th century, 
it is said of Dives, — 

" £t dou Riche qui tant poon 
Enghuti et tant bon poisson, 
Xante pi6che de venison, 
. £t but bon vin par grant delit, &c* 

Roman de Mahommet, 1.301. 

7944. Avynet, In the 14th and 15th centuries, asanygram> 
mar was called a Donet, because the treatise of Donatus was 
the main foundation of them all, so, from Esop and Avienos 
from whom the materials were taken, any collection of fables 
was called an Avianet or an Esopet, The title of one of these 
collections in a MS. of the Bibl. du Roi at Paris is, Compilacio 
Y$opi alata cum Avionetto, ctim quibusdam addieionibus et moraU' 
tatibus, (Robert, Fabl. Intd. Essay , p. clxv.) Perhaps tiie re- 
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ference in the present case is to the fable of the Peacock who 
complained of his voice, the 39th in the collection which M. 
Robert calls Ysopet, in the morality to which are the following 
lines : — 



" Les riches conteront 
Des biens qu'il aront 
En ce siecle conquis. 
Cil qui petit ara, 
De petit content 
Au Roy de paradis. 



Qui vit en povret^, 
Sans point d'iniquit6, 
Moult ara grant richesse 
£s cieux» en paradis, 
O dieux et ses amis 
Seront joyeux et aise." 



7961. Whitaker's text reads here: — 



*' Thus Porfirie and Plato, 
And poetes menye, 
Lykneth in here logyk 
The leeste fowel oute ; 
And whether hii be saf other 
nat saf 



The sothe wot not clergie, 
Ne of Sortes ne of Salamon 
No scripture can telle, 
Wether thei be in helle other 

in hevene. 
Other Aristotle the wise.'' 



7961. Aristotle, the grete clerlu From the eleventh to the six- 
teenth centuries the influence of Aristotle's writings in the 
schools was all powerful. It was considered almost an impiety 
to go against his authority. He was indeed " the great clerk.*' 

7967. Sortes. 1 suppose this is an abbreviated form of the 
name Socrates. It occurs again in one of the poems printed 
among the Latin Poetry attributed to Walter Mapes (Camden 
Society's Publication), which has the following lines : — 

" Adest ei bajulus cui nomen Gnato, 
Praecedebat logic um gressu fatigato, 
Dorso ferens sarcinam ventre tensus lato, 
Plenam vestro dogmate, o Sortes et Plato" 

7987. 1 Peter, iv. 18. 

8015. Psalm xxii. 4. 

8073. a maister. This word was generally used in the scho- 
lastic ages in a restricted sense, to signify one who had taken 
his degrees in the schools, a master of arts. 

8103. Luke, x. 7. 

8133—6137. These ere the indications of different Psalms. 
Psalm li. begins with the words Miserere mei, Deus, secundum 
magaam misericordiam tuam. The thirty-first Psalm com- 
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niencet with the words, Beati quorum remissse sunt iniquitates, 
et quorum teeta tunt jteccata, Beatus vir, is the beginning of 
p8«fan i. The fifUi irerse of Psalm xzxi, contains the words 
Dixi : Confitebor adversum me injustiliam meam Domino. 

8t41. Psal. xxxi. 6. 

8146. Psalm I. 19. 

8153. Isaiah, y. 2^. 

8155. Whitaker's text has : 

'* And ete meny sondry metes, 
Mortrews and poddynges, 
Braun and blod of Uie goos. 
Bacon and colhopes." 

The second Trin. CoU. MS. has, 

" And sette many sundry metis, 
Mortreux and puddynges, 
Braun and blood of gees, 
Bacoun and colopis." 

8164. 2 Corinth, xi. 34, 25, 27. 

8170, 8177. 2 Cor. xi. 26. 

8202. Mahoun, Mahoun was the Middle-Age name of Mo- 
hammed, and in the popular writers was often taken in the mere 
sense of an idol or pagan deity. 

8204. justly wambe. MS. Trin. Coll. 2. 

8225. in afrayel. Whitaker's text has in aforel, which he 
explains by " a wicker basket." I'he second Trin. Coll. MS. 
has also in aforell, Forel is the Low-Latin /oreZ/tu, a bag, sack, 
or purse : dijrayel (fraellum) was a little wicker basket, such as 
were used for carrying figs or grapes. 

8273. Matth. v. 19, 

8292. Psalm xiv^. 1. 

8368. 1 Job. iv. 18. 

8416. Luke, xix. 8. 

8418. Luke, xxi. 1-4. 

8444. Surr£. Syria. 

8474. a mynstrall. The description of the minstrel given 
here is very curious. For a sketch of the character of this pro- 
fession, see Mr. Shaw's " Dresses and Decorations of the Mid- 
dle-Ages ;" and for more enlarged details of the history of the 
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crali ifa« reader may eonaolt the Introdnction to Percy's Re- 
liqnes, and ChappeU's History of National Airs. 

851 8. a fMrdon with a peis of leed. The papal bullsi &c. were 
sealed with lead, instead of wax. 
8526. Marc. zvi. 17, 18. 
8541. Acts, iii. 6. 

8554. Whitaker's text omits all that follows here to 1. 8958 
of our text, entering very abruptly upon the subject there treated. 
Some of the intervening matter had already been inserted in 
other places in Whitaker*s text. See our notes on 11. ^846 and 
3030. 

8567. cart . . . vttfc breed fro Stratforde, Stratfbrd-Bow is said 
to bare been famous in old times for the number of bakers, who 
supplied a great part of the metropolis. Stowe, in his Survey 
of London, p. 159 (who appears to have altered the text of 
Piers Ploughman to suit his own calculation, for all the manu- 
scripts and printed editions I have collated give ** twice twenty 
and ten "), observes, " And because I haue here before spoken 
of the bread Carts comming from Stratford at the Bow, ye 
shall vnderstand that of olde time the Bakers of breade at Strat« 
ford, were allowed to bring dayly (except the Sabbaoth and 
principall Feast) diuerse long Cartes laden with bread, the same 
being two ounces in the pennie wheate loafo heauier then the 
penny wheate loafe baked in the Citie, the same to be soldo in 
Cheape, three or foure Carts standing there, betweene Guthe- 
rans lane, and Fausters lane ende, one cart on Comehill, by the 
conduit, and one other in Grasse streete. And I haue reade 
that in the fourth yere of Edward the second, Richard Refie- 
bam being Maior, a Baker named John of Stratforde, for making 
Bread lesser than the Assise, was with a fooles whoode on his 
head, and loaues of bread about his necke, drawne on a Hurdle 
through the streets of this Citie : Moreouer in the 44. of Ed- 
ward the third, John Chichester being Maior of London, I read 
in the visions of Fierce Plowman, a booke so called, as fol- 
lowetb. There wot a careful commune when no Cart came to 
towne with baML bread from Stratford : thogan beggers weepe, and 
• workemen wereagastf a little thit will be thought long in the date of 
our DirtCf in a drie Auerell a thouumd and three hundred, twitt 
thirtie and ten, ^e. I reade also in the 20. of Henrie the eight. 
Sir lames Spencer being Maior, six Bakers of Stratford were 
merced in the Guildhall of London, for baking vnder the size 
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appoynted. Theae Bakera of Stratford left seming of thia dtie, 
I know not yppon what occanon, about SO yearea since." 

8673. a dry4 AprilL This is without doubt tbe dry season 
placed by Fabyan in the year 1S51, which, as he describes it, 
began with the month of April. The difference of the date 
arises probably from a different system of computation. Fabian 
says, " In the sommer of this .xzrii. yeare, it was so drie that 
it was many yeres after called the drie sommer. For from the 
latter ende of March, tyll the latter ende of Julye, fell lytie 
rayne or none, by reason whereof manye inconyenienoes en- 
sued." 

8576. Whan Ckichestre wat maire. According to Fabyan, 
John Chichester was Mayor only once, in 1568, 1369, which 
was the period of the " diirde mortalytie." The other autho- 
rities seem to agree in giving this as the year of Chichester's 
mayoralty. He may perhs^s have been Mayor more than once. 
See Introduction. 

8645. Galat. i. 10. 

8685. Fsahn z. 7. 

8707, 8708. The two persons mentioned here (the shoemaker 
of Southwark and dame Emma of Shoreditch) were probably 
eminent sorcerers and fortunetellers of the time. 

8768—8778. To understand fully this passage, it must be 
borne in mind that the corn lands were not so universally 
hedged as at present, and that the portions belong^g to dif- 
ferent persons were separated only by a narrow furrow, as is 
still the case in some of the uninclosed lands in Cambridgeshire. 

8812. Brugges. Bruges was the great mart of continental 
commerce during the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth cen* 
turies. 

8813. Pruce'hnd. — Prussia, which was then the farthest 
country in the interior of Europe with which a regular trade 
was carried on by the English merchants. 

8827. Matth. vi. 21. 

8858. Luke, vi. 25. 

8879. Psalm ci. 7. 

8891. a lady oftorwe. The old printed edition has a laye of 
sorow. 

8900. Whitaker has no division here, but continues the pre* 
yious pastus, and omits many lines and has many variations in 
what follows. 



NOTES. 



557 



8903. I ilepe.therinne o nyghtet. This passage is carious, 
because at the time the poem was written, it was the custom for 
all classes of society to go to bed quite naked, a practice which 
is said to hare been not entirely laid aside in the sixteenth cen- 
tury. We see constant proofs of this practice in the illumina- 
tions of old manuscripts. The following memorial lines are 
written in the margin of a MS. of the thirteenth century : 

Ne be thi winpil nevere so jelu ne so stroutende, 

Ne thi faire tail so long ne so tndlende. 

That tu ne scbalt at evin al kuttid bilerin, 

And tou schah to bedde gon so nakid as tou were [borin]. 

(MS, Cotton. Cleop, C. \l.foL 22, r«.) 

In the Roman de la Violette, the old nurse expresses her 
astonishment that her young mistress should retain her chemise 
when she goes to bed. 



Une chose, se Dex me gart, 
Dont je sui molt esmervillie, 
C'onques nerous vi despoillie, 
£t si reus ai .vij. ans gard^e ; 
Molt Tous ai souyentesgard^e 
Que vo chemise ne sachi^s ! ' " 
(Rom. de hi Viol. 1. 677.) 



" £t quant elle son lit fait a, 
Sa dame apiele, si se couche 
Nue en chemise en la couche ; 
C*onques en trestoute sa vie 
La biele, blonde, Tescayie, 
Ne rolt demostrer sa char nue. 
La vielle en est au lit Tonue, 
Puis li a dit: ' Dame,j'e8gart 

The lady explains her conduct, by stating that she has a mark 
on the breast which she had promised that no one should ever 
see. 

8906. Luke, xiv. 20. 

8950. noon heraud ne harpour. Robes and other garments 
were among the most usual gifts bestowed upon minstrels and 
heralds by the princes and great barons. See before, U. 8480, 
8481. 

8970. Matth. vi. 25, 26. 

8999. John, xiv. IS ; xv. 16. Matth. iv. 4. 

9036. Psalm cxliv. 16. 

9049. Sevene slepe. The legend of the seven sleepers was 
remarkably popular during the middle ages. 

9101. Psalm xxxi. 1. 

9177. Psahn Ixxv. 6. 
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9179. Psalm Izxii. 30. Wfaitaker's Pastus sextut de Ihutl 
ends with this quotation. 

9317. Both in the Vision of Piers Ploughman, and in the 
Creed, there are frequent expressions of indignation at the ei* 
travagant expenditure in painting the windows of the abheys 
and churches. It must not be forgotten that a little later the 
same feeling as that exhibited in these satires led to the destruc- 
tion of many of the noblest monuments of medieval art, 

9344. Mat. xix. 23, 34. 

9347. Apocal. xiv. 13. 

9353. Matth. y. 3. 

9453. Compare the defence of poverty in Chancer (Cant. T. 
6774) : 

" Juvenal saith of poverte merily : 
The poore man, whan he goth by the way, 
Befom the theves he may sing and play. 
Poverte is hateful good ; and, as I gesse, 
A ful gret ifringer out of besinesse ; 
A gret amender eke of sapience, 
To him that taketb it in patience. 
Poverte is this although it seme elenge. 
Possession that no wight wol challenge. 
Poverte ful often, whan a man is low, 
Maketh his God and eke himself to know: 
Poverte a spectakel is, as thinketh me, 
Thurgh which he may his veray frendes see. 
And therfore, sire, sin that I you not greve. 
Of my poverte no more me repreve.'* 

The definition given in Pierd Ploughman is taken from the 
Dialogues of Secundus, where it is Uius expressed:^**' Quid 
est paupertas? Odibile bonum, sanitatis mater, curarum re- 
motio, absque soUicitudine semita, sapientise reparatrix, nego- 
tium sine damno, intractabilis substantia, possessio absque ca- 
lumnia, incerta fortuna, sine soUicitudine felicitas.'' (MS. Reg. 
9 A. xiv. fol. 140, y*^.) See also Roger de Hoveden, p. 816, 
and Vincent de Beauvais, Spec. Hist. lib. x. c. 71 . 

9510. the paas of Aultone. Whitaker has Hatiltoutiy and says 
that this pass is Halton " in Cheshire, formerly infamous to a 
proverb as an haunt of robbers." 



i 
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9528. Cantabitt etc. The author has modified, or the scribes 
have corrupted, the well known line of Juvenal, 

" Cantabit vacuus coram latrone viator.*' 

9665. These definitions will be found in Isidore, Etymol. 
lib. xl. c. 1, and Different, lib. ii. c. 29. They are repeated 
by Alcuin, De Anim. Rat. N. x. p. 149, Anima est, dum vivi- 
ficat; dum contemplatur, xptrtfuf est ; dum seutit, senms est; 
dam sapit, animus est ; dum intelligit, metis est ; dum disceruit, 
ratio est ; dum consentit, voluntas est ; dum recordatur, memo- 
ria est. 

9708. Prov. xxv. 27. 

9740. Epist. ad Rom. xii. 3. 

9751. the seven synnes. The seven deadly sins were — pride, 
anger, envy, sloth, covetousness, gluttony, and lechery. " Now 
ben they cleped chiefetaines, for as moche as they be chiefe, 
and of hem springen all other sinnes. The rote of thise sinnes 
than is pride, the general rote of all harmes. For of this rote 
springen certain braunches : as, ire, envie, accidie or slouthe, 
avarice or coveitise, (to commun understonding) glotonie, and 
lecherie : and echo of thise chief sinnes hath his braunches and 
his twigges." Chaucer, Persones Tale, p. 40. 

9766. Psal. cxvi. 7 ; iv. 3. 

9828. in Latyn. The monks had collections of comparisons, 
similitudes, proverbs, &c. to be introduced in their sermons, 
and even when preaching in English they generally quoted them 
in Latin. This I suppose to be the meaning of the expression 
here. 

9918. Matth. xviii. 3. 

9934. 1 Corinth, xiii. 4. 

9946. 1 Corinth, xiii. 12. 

9957. a tunicle of Tarse, Tarse was the name given to a kind 
of silk, said to have been brought from a country of that name 
on the borders of Cathai. Chaucer, (Cant. T. 1. 2162,) de- 
scribing *' the king of Inde/' says — 

" His cote armure was of a cloth of Tars, 
Couched with perles, white, and round, and grete." 

Ducange (v. Tarsicus) quotes a visitation of the treasury of St. 
Paul's, London, in 1295, where there is mention of Tunica et 
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dalmatica de panmo Zndko Tanico Besantato de aiiro» and of a 
Casola de panno Tarueo, 

10004. P8al.Ti.7. 

10009. Fsal. 1. 19. 

10062. Matth. ▼!. 16. 

10069. Edmond and Edward. St. Edmund the martyr, king 
of Eaat Anglia, and king Edward the Confessor. 

10124. Psal. iv. 9. 

10159. Antony and Egidie. WhitAkethMAntonieandEneme. 
St. Antony is well known as the father and patron of monks, 
and for the persecutions he underwent from the devil. St. 
Giles, or Egidius, is said to have been a Greek, who came to 
France about the end of the seventh century, and established 
himself in an hermitage near the mouth of the Rhone, and after- 
wards in the neighbourhood of Nismes. Arsenius was a noble 
Roman who, at the end of the fourth century, retired to Egypt 
to live the life of an anchoret in the desert. 

10174. after an hynde cride. The monkish biographer of St. 
Giles relates, that he was for some time nourished with the 
milk of a hind in the forest, and that a certain prince discovered 
him in hunting in bis woods, by pursuing the hind till it took 
shelter in St. Giles's hermitage. 

10182. Hadde a brid. This incident is not found in the com- 
mon lives of St. Antony. 

10187. Poul, Paul was a Grecian hermit, who lived in the 
tenth century in the wilderness of Mount Latms, and became 
the founder of one of the monastic establishments there. He 
was famous for the rigorous severity of his life. 

10203. Marie Maudeleyne. By Mary Magdalen here is 
meant probably St. Mary the Egyptian, who lived in the fifth 
century, and who, after having spent her youth in unbridled 
debauchery, repented in her twenty-ninth year, and lived during 
the remainder of her life (forty-seven years) in the wilderness 
beyond the Jordan, without seeing one human being during that 
time, and sustained only by the precarious food which she found 
in the desert. 

10239. Whitaker's text here adds a passage relating to To- 
bias, — 

" Marie Magdalene I Love and leel byleyve 

By mores levede and dewes ; | Heeld lyf and soule togedere. 
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Maria Egypdaca 
Eat in thyrty wynter 
Bote tbre lytel loTes, 
And love was heraoael. [now, 
Ich can nat rekene kern ryght 
Ne reherce here namea, 
That lyveden thus for oore 
Meny longeyeres, [Lordes love 
Whitoate borwyng other beg- 
Other the boke lyeth ; [gyng. 
And woneden in wildemease 
Among wilde beates ; 
Ac dorst no beate byten hem 
By daye ne by nyghte, 
Bote myldeliche whan thei 
Maden louh chere, [metten 
And feyre byfore tho men 
Fauhnede whith the taylea. 
Ac beates brouhte hem no mete, 
Bote onliche the foaweles ; 
In tokenynge that trywe man 
A lie tymes sholde 
Fynde honeste men in holy men 
And other ryghtful people. 
For wolde never feithfiUgood 
Thatfreres andmonkes token 
Lyflode of lather wynnynges 
In al here lyf tyme ; 
As wytnesseth holy writt 
What Thobie deyde 
To is wiffWhan he was blynde, 
Herde a lambe blete, — 
* A ! wyf, be war/ quath he, 



* What ye have here ynne. 
' Lord leyre,' quath the lede, 
' No stole thyng be here \* 
Videte nefitrtumrit, ' Et aiifrt, 

Melitu est tnori quam male 
. vivere. 
This is no more to mene, 
Bote men of holy chnrche 
Sholde recey ve ryght nauth 
Bot that ryght wolde. 
And refuse reverences 
And raveneres offrynges ; 
Thenne wolde lordes and ladies 
Be loth to Rgulte, 
And to take of here tenaunts 
More than treuthe wolde ; 
And marchauns merciable 

wolde be, 
And men of lawe bothe. 
Wold religeoose refuse 
Raveneres almeaae. 
Then Grace sholde growe yut 
And grene leved weze. 
And Charit6, that child is now, 
Sholde chaufen of hem self. 
And comfortye all crystene. 
Wold holy churche amende* 
Job the pariit patriarch 
This proverbe wrot and tauhte, 
To makye a man lovye mesure. 
That monkes beeth and freres. 
Nunquam dieit Job, rugiet (ma- 

ger, etc" 



Throughout this part of the poem Whitaker's text differs very 
much in words and phraseology from the one now printed, but 
it would take up too much space to point out all these varia- 
tions. 

10247. Job, vi. 5. 

10270. 2 Corinth, iz. 9. 

10303. These sentences appear to be quotations from the 
fathers of the Latin church. 

O O 
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10592. lutthdmrw$$. A sort of base coin, or rather perliaps 
a coin that was much adulterated, common in the middle of the 
fourteenth centurj. Chaucer (C. T. 15065) uses the word in a 
very expressive passage : — 

" This maketh that our wives wol assaye 
Religious folk, for they moun better paye 
Of Venus payementes than mowen we : 
God wote ! no luttheburghes payen ye." 

Tyrwhitt quotes the Stat. 25 Ed. III. c. 2, where this coin is 
spoken of as " la monoie appelI6 LMcynbowrgJ* Skinner con- 
jectured (for it is but a conjecture) that it received its name 
from having been first imported from Luxemburg. 

10368. Grammer,the ground of (U, In the scholastic learning 
of the Middle-Ages, grammar was considered as the first of the 
seven sciences and the foundation stone of all the rest. See 
my Essay on Anglo-Saxon Literature, introductory to voL i. of 
the Biographia Britannica Literaria, p. 72. The importance of 
grammar is thus stated in the Image du Monde of Gautier de 
Metz (thirteenth century), — 



Par cui on vient a sapience, 
De lectres en gramaire escole 
Qui ensegne et forme parole, 
Soit en Latin ou en Roumans, 
On en tous langages palans ; 
Qui bien saroit toute gramaire, 
Toute parole saroit faire. 
Par parole fist Dias le monde, 
Et sentence est parole monde." 



" li primeraine des vij. ars, 
Dont or n'est pas sens li quars, 
A ichest tans, chou est gra- 
maire. 
Sans laquele nus ne vaut gaire 
Qui k clergie veut aprendre : 
Car petit puetsans li entendre. 
Gramaires si est fondemens 
De clergie et coumenchemens ; 
Cou est li porte de science, 

10398. Corpus ChrUtifeeste^ Corpus Christi Day was a high 
festival of the church of Rome, held annually on the Thursday 
after Trinity Sunday, in memory, as was said, of the miraculous 
confirmation of transubstantiation under Pope Urban IV. 

10418. This Makometh, This account of Mohammed was the 
one most popularly current in the Middle-Ages. According to 
Hildebert, who wrote a life of the pseudo-prophet in Latin 
verse in the twelfth century, Mohammed was a Christian, skilled 
in magical arts, who, on the death of the patriarch of Jerusalem, 
aspired to succeed him : — 
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" Nam male devotas qoidam baptumate lotas, 

Plenus perfidia vixit in ecclesia. 

• . « • • • • 

Nam cum transisset Pater illius urbis, et isset 

In ooelom subito eorpore disposito, 
Tunc ezaltari magus hie et pontificari 

Affectans avide ; se tamen bee pavide 
Dixit faetanim, nisi sciret non nociturum 

Si presul fiat, cum Deus hoc cupiat." 

His intrig:ues being discoTered, the emperor drives him away, 
and in revenge he goes and founds a new sect. The story of 
the pigeon (which is not in Hildebert) is found in Vincent of 
Beauvais, Spec. Hist. lib. zxiii. c. 40. This story is said to be 
founded in truth. Neither of them are found in the Roman de 
Mahomet (by Alexander du Pont), written in the thirteenth 
century, and edited by MM. Reinaud and Michel, Paris, 1831, 
8vo. a work which contains much information concerning the 
Christian notions relative to Mohammed in the Middle-Ages. 

10478. John, xvi. 24. 

10481, 10486. Matth. v. IS. 

10499. EUevene Iwly men. The eleven apostles who remained 
after the apostasy of Judas and the crucifixion of their Lord. 

10550. Nefetauntz y-bake. The pheasant was formerly held 
in the same honour as' the peacock (see before the note on 1. 
7915), and was served at table in the same manner. It was 
considered one of the most precious dishes. See Le Grand 
d'Aussy, Hist, de la Vie priv^e des Fran9oi8, ii. 19. The Miroir 
de rOme (MS. in the possession of Mr. Russell Smith) says 
(punning) of the luxurious prelates of the fourteenth century,-^ 

'* Pour le phesant et le bon vin 
Le bien-faisant et le divin 
L'evesque laist a nonchalure; 
Si quiert la coupe et crusequin, 
Ainz que la cuipe du cristin 
Pour corriger et mettre en cure." 

10553. Matth. xzii. 4. 

10581. Mark, xvi. 15. 

10585. So manye prelates, 10699. that huppe aboute in Enge- 
lend. The pope appointed many titular bishops of foreign sees 
in which, from the nature of circumstances, they could not 
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ponibly rende, and who tbeiefore were a burthen upon the 
chorcb. Some of these prelatee i^pear to have resorted to 
England, and to have exeTciaed the epiBcopal fonctions, conse- 
crating churches, &c. The church of £lsfield, in Oxfordshire, 
was consecrated by a foreign bishop. (See Kennett*s Parochial 
Antiquities.) 

10593. John, x. 11. 

10599. Matth. zx. 4» 7, 

10606. Matth. Tii. 7, 

10617. Galat. vL 14. 

10632. That roode thei honoure. A cross was the common 
mark on the reverse of our English money at this period, and 
for a long time previous to it. The point of satirical wit in this 
passage of Piers Ploughman appears to be taken from the old 
Latin rhymes of the beginning of the thirteendi century. See 
the curious poem De Cnice Denarii, in Walter Mapes, p. 223. 
Another poem in the same volume (p. 38), speaks thus of the 
court of Rome : — 

" Nummis in hac curia non est qui non vacet; 
Crux placet, rotunditas, et albedo placet." 

10649. Luke, i. 52. 

10695—10699. Instead of these lines, Whitaker's text has 
the following:— • 



" And bereth name of Nepta- 

lym. 
Of Nyny ve and Damaske. 
For when the holy kynge of 

hevene 
Sende hos sone to eerthe, 
Meny myracles he wroughte, 
Man for to tume. 
In ensample that men sholde 
See by sad reyson 
That men myghte nat be savede 
Bote thorw mercy and grace. 
And thorw penaunce and pas- 
And parfyght byleyve ; [sioun, 
And bycam a man of a mayde. 
And metropolitanus. 
And baptisede an busshoppede 



Whit the blode of hos berte, 
AUe that wilnede other wolde 
Whit inwhight byleyve hit. 
Meny seint sitthe 
Sufirede deth alsoo. 
For to enferme the faithe 
Ful wyde where deyden. 
In Inde and in Alisaundrie, 
In Ermanye, in Spayne ; 
An fro myabyleve 
Meny man tumede. 
In savadon of mannys saole 
Seynt Thomas of Cauntelbory 
Among unkynde Cristene 
In holy churche was sleye* 
And alle holy churche 
Honourede for that deyinge : 
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He is a forbasar to alle ba»> 

shopes, 
And a bryghthe myroar, 
AndsoYereynliche to alle sucbe 



Tbat of Sntrye bereth name, 
And nat in Engelounde to buppe 

aboato. 
And halewen menauters. 



In the remainder of this pasaus, Whitaker's text differs much 
from the one I have printed, but in such a manner that to give 
here the variations it would be necessary to reprint the whole. 
In the remainder of the poem, the variations are not great or 
important, being only such as we always find in different copies 
of poems which enjoyed considerable popularity. 

10716. Isai« iii. 7. 

10721. Malach. iii. 10. 

10733. Luke, x. S7. Diliges Dominum Deum tuum ex toto 
corde tuo, et ex tota anima tna, et ex omni mente tna, et proxi- 
mum tunm sicnt teipsum. 

10755. John, xi. 43. 

10787. litlum and litlumj by little and Uttle, gradually. It is 
the pure Anglo-Saxon phrase. In the Anglo-Saxon version of 
Genesis, xl. 10, the Latin paulatim is rendered by lytlum and 
lytlum» 

10844. Psal. xxxvi. 24. 

10891. Matth. xii. 32. 

11000. Luke, L 38. 

11023. Matth. ix. 12. Mark, ii. 17. Luke, v. 31. 

11033. Matth. xxvi. 37. 

11044. Matth. xi. 18. 

11074. Matth. xxi. 13. 

11121. Matth. xviii. 7. 

11238. Matth. xxvii. 46, and Mark, xv. 34. 

11299. Rom. iv. 13. 

11322. John, i. 29 and 36. 

11396. Matth. v. 40. 

11670. Cant. xU. 32. 

11708. tu fabricator ornntum* This was one of the hymns of 
the catholic church. 

11866. Lake, xiii. 27. 

11883. 1 Corinth, xiii. 1. 

11894. Matth. vii. 21. 

11930. no. An error of the press, for mo, 

12018. Thrt thyngeu This proverb is frequently quoted b^ 
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the Batiiical and facetiooB writezs of the Bfiddle-Ages. Thus in 
Chancer (C. T. 5860).— 

" Thou aayst, that dropping honsea, and eke smoke. 
And chiding wives, maken men to flee 
Oat of hir owen hous." 

In the poem entitled, Golias de Conjage non dacenda, in 
Walter Mapes, p. 83, the proverb is alluded to in the following 
words,— 

" Fomus, et mulier, et stillicidia, 
Ezpellunt hominem a domo propria." 

There was an old French proverbial distich to the same 
effect, — 

" Fum6e, ploye, et femme sans raison, 
Chassent rhonmie de sa maison." 

1<040. 2 Corinth, xii. 19. 

12097. to be dubbed. These and the following lines contain 
a continued allusion to the ceremonies of knighthood and tour- 
naments. 

12106. Psal. czvii. 26. 

12211. Matth. xzyii. 54. 

12232,12244. Longeus . . • this blynde bacheUr, This alludes 
to one of the many legends which the monks engrafted upon 
the scripture history. Ixmgeus is said to have been the name 
of the soldier who pierced the side of Christ with his spear; 
and it is pretended that he was previously blind from his birth, 
but that the blood of the Saviour ran down his spear, and a drop 
of it touching his eye, he whs instantly restored to sight, by 
which miracle he was converted. See, in illustration of this 
subject, Halliweirs Coventry Mysteries, p. SS4 ; The Towneley 
Mysteries, p. 321 ; Jubinal, Mysteres in^its du quinsieme 
Siecle, tom. ii. pp. 254 — 257 ; &c. 

12S19, 12418, 12420. Mercy and Truthe, . . . Pees . . . Rights 
vfimeste, Lydgate seems to have had this passage in his mind, 
when he described the four sisters in the following lines at the 
commencement of one of his poems (MS. Harl. 2255, fol. 21), — 

** Mercy and Trouthe mette on an hih mounteyn 
Briht as the sonne with his beemys cleer. 
Pees and Justicia walkyng on the pleyn, 
' And with foure sustryn, moost goodly of ther cheer. 
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List nat departe nor severe in no maneer. 
Of oon accoord by Yertuoos encrees, 
Joyned in charit^, pryncessis moost enteer, 
Mercy and Troothe, Kihtwisnesse and Pees." 

12561. a tale of WaUnt, This name, like Wade in Chaucer, 
appears to have been that of a hero of romances and tales, or a 
personage belonging to the popular superstitions. Perhaps it 
may be connected with the old German WalUchrat (aatyrus, 
piUmu), See Grimm, Deutsche Mythologie, p. 270. 

12438. Psal. xzix. 6. 

12566. Matth. ziv. 28. 

12601. Psal. zxiii.7, 9. 

12599. a spirit tpeketh to Jtelle. The picture of the " Har- 
rowing of Hell," which here follows, bears a striking resem- 
blance to the analogous scene in the old Mysteries, particularly 
that edited by Mr. Halliwell under this title, 8vo. 1840. Com- 
pare the play on the same subject in the Towneley Mysteries, 
p. 244. 

12644, 12668, 12676. sevene hundred wynter . . . thritty wyn- 
ter , , . two and thritty wynter. Our Anglo-Saxon foremthers 
always counted duration of time by winters and nights : for so 
many years, they said so many winters, and so many nights for 
so many days. This form continued long in popular usage, and 
still remains in our words/ortnt^At and se'nnight* 

12663. Gobelyn. Goblin is a name still applied to a devil. 
It belongs properly to a being of the old Teutonic popular my- 
thology, a hob-goblin, the '* lubber-fiend*' of the poet, and seems 
to be identical with the German kobold, (See Grimm, Deutsche 
Mythologie, p. 286.) Gobeiin occurs as the name of one of the 
shepherds in the Mystery of the Nativity, printed by M. Jubi- 
nal in his Mysteres in^dit, vol. ii. p. 71. It occurs as the name 
of a devil in a song of the commencement of the fourteenth 
century, Political Songs, p. 238, — 

" Sathanas huere syre, 

Seyde on is sawe, 
Gobelyn made is gemer 

Of gromene mawe," 

12679. to wame Pilates toif, This.is an allusion to a popular 
legend prevalent at this time that the devil wished to hinder 
Christ's crucifixioui and that he appeared to Pilate's wife in 
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a dream and caoMd her to beaeeck her hoskuid not tooondemn 
the Saviour. It was foonded on the passage in Matthew, xxrii. 
19. Sedente autem illo pro tribimaU, misit ad earn aior ejus, 
dicens : Nihil tibi et josto illi : mnlta enim passa avm faodie per 
Tisum propter earn. The most complete illustration of the pas> 
sage of Piers Ploughman will be found in Halliweirs Coventry 
Mysteries, p. 308, " Pilate's Wife's Dream." 

12691. And now I te wher a ioule | Cometh hiderward teU- 
^yn^ <f I With gloriBf ^c. With this beautiful passage may be 
compared a Tory similar one in the Samson Agoniates of Mil- 
ton :— 

" But who is this, what thing of sea or land ? 

Female of sex it seems. 

That so bedeck'd, ornate and gay, 

Comei this voay taUing 

like a etately ship 

Of Tarsus, bound for th' isles 

Of Javan or Gadire, 

With all her bravery on, and tackle trim." 

12759. Matth. ▼. 38. 

12781. Matth. v. 17. 

12805. Psal. Tii. 16. 

12840. Psal. 1. 6. 

12876. 2 Corinth, xii. 4. 

12886. Psal. cxlii. 2. 

12896. Astroth, This name, as given to one of the devils, 
occurs in a curious list of actors in the Miracle Play of St. 
Martin, given by M. Jubinal, in the preface to his Mystdres in- 
^dits, vol. ii. p. iz. It is similarly used in the Miracle Play of 
the Martyrdom of St. Peter and St. Paul, Jubinal^ ib. vol. i. p. 
69. In one of the Towneley Mysteries (p. 246), this name is 
likewise given to one of the devils, — 

" Calle up Astarot and Anaballe, 
To gyf us counselle in this case.*' 

12937. Psal.lxzziv. 11. 
12942. Psal. cxzxii. 1. 
13222. 1 Sam. xviii. 7. 
13274. Luke, zziv. 46. 
13317. John, zx. 29. 



NOTES. 569 

1S375. Veni ereator tpiritut* The first line of the hymn at 
vespers, OB the feast of Pentecost. 
1341?. 1 Conntfa. xiL 4. 
13550. Cato, Distich. 14. lih. ii.— 

" Esto forti animo com sis damnatns iniqae ; 
Nemo dio gaadet qui jadice Yincit iniquo." 

13769. I knew nevere cardynal. The contrihutions levied 
upon the dergy for the support of the pope's messengers and 
agents was a Srequent snhject of complaint in the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries. 

13807. At Avynme among the Jewet, In the Middle-Ages 
there was a large congregation of Jews at Avignon, as in most 
of the principal cities in the south of France. In the civil dis- 
sensions wliich disturbed Italy during this century, the pope 
was frequently obliged to take shelter at Avignon and other 
places within the French territory. 
13825. Matth. v. 45. 
13855. Rom. zii. 19 ; Hebr. x. SO. 

14142. Kynde eessede. The lines which follow contain an 
allusion to the dissipation of manners which followed the pesti- 
lence. 

14191, 14196. Westmynttre Halle ,. .the Arches. The Law 
Courts have been held at Westminster from the earliest Anglo- 
Norman times, it being the king's chief palace. The court of 
the arches was a very ancient consistory court of the archbishop 
of Canterbury, held at Bow Church in London, which was called 
St. Mary de Arcnbus or St. Mary le Bow, from the circumstance 
of its having been built on arches. 

14211. leet daggen hise clothes. An account of the mode in 
which the rich fMhionable robes of the dandies of the fourteenth 
century were dagged, or cut in slits at the edges and borders, 
vnll be found in any work on costume : it is frequently repre- 
sented in the contemporary illuminations in manuscripts. Chau- 
cer, in the " Persones Tale," when treating of pride and of the 
" superfluitee of clothing," speaks of " the costlewe furring in 
hir gounes, so moche pounsoning of chesel to maken holes, so 
moche dagging of shores" &c. And again, '* if so be that they 
wolden yeve swiche poonsoned and dagged clothing to the 
povre peple, it is not convenient to were for fair estate," &c. 
In the Alliterative Poem on the Deposition of Richard IL 
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(printed for the Camden Society), p. 21, the clergy is blamed 
for not preaching against the new fashions in dress,— 

" Ffor wolde they blame the homes 
That broughte newe gysis. 
And dryve out the dagges 
And all the Dache eotis." 

Whitaker gives the following singular explanation of this 
passage—** Let dagge hus clothes, probably, let them fall to the 
ground, or divested himself of them ; for warriors are ' suc- 
cinct ' for battle as well as ' for speed !* " 

14367. of the Marche of Walys. Whitaker's text reads, of 
the March of Yrelonde, 1 he clergy of the Welsh border appear, 
from allusions in other works, to have been proverbial for their 
ignorance and irregularity of life. 

144S8. Psal.cxlvi.4. 

14444. wage menne to werre. This is a curious account of the 
composition of an army in the fourteenth century. 

1448%. £xod. XX. 17. 

14615, 14617. this lymytour » , ,he salvede so oure wommen. 
The whole of this passage, taken with what precedes, is an 
amusing satire upon the limitour. Compare the deacriptum 
of the limitour given by Chaucer in the Canterbury Tales, U. 
208 — 271, who alludes to his kindness for the women. The 
limitour was a friar licensed to visit and beg within certain 
limits. His pertinacity and inquisitiveness in visiting, alluded 
to in the name given him in Piers Ploughman (Sir Penetrans- 
domos), is admirably satirized by Chaucer, in the opening of 
the " Wif of Bathes Tale :"— 

** In olde dayes of the king Artour, 
Of which that Bretons speken gret honour, 
AH was this lond fulfilled of faerie; 
The elf-quene, with hire joly compagnie, 
Danced ful oft in many a grene mode. 
This was the old opinion as I rede ; 
I speke of many hundred yeres ago ; 
But now can no man see non elves mo. 
For now the grete charitee and prayeres 
Of limitoures and other holy freres, 
Tbat sercben every land and every streme. 
As thikke as motes in the sonno'beme, 
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Blissing balles, chambres, kichenes, and boores, 
Citees and burgbes, castles bighe, and toures, 
Tbropes and bernes, shepenes and dairies, 
Tbis maketb tbat tber ben no faeries : 
For tber as wont to walken was an elf, 
Tber walketb now tbe limitour bimself. 
In undermeles and in morweninges, 
And sajtb bis matines and his holy tbinges. 
As he goth in bis liinitatioon/' 
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65. a Minoure, These were tbe Gray or Franciscan Friars, 
founded at tbe beginning of the thirteenth century by St. 
Francis of Assise. They are supposed to have come to England 
in 1324, when they settled first at Canterbury, and afterwards 
at London. 

75. a Carm, 95, Maries men. The Carmelites, or White 
Friars, pretended to be of great antiquity, and were originally 
established at Mount Carmel, from whence tbey were driven by 
the Saracens about the year 1238. They were brought into 
England in 1244, and settled first at Alnwick in Nor&umber- 
land, and at Ailesford in Kent. 

About tbe date (or a little before) of our poem, the Carmelites 
appear to have been very active in asserting in a boasting 
manner the superiority of their order over the others. An anec- 
dote told by Fuller (History of Cambridge, p. 113) under the 
year 1371, affords a curious illustration. ** John Stokes, a 
L>ominican, born at Sudbury, in Suffolk, but studying in Cam- 
bridge, as champion of his order, fell foul on the Carmelites, 
chiefly for calling themselves * The brothers of the Blessed 
Virgin,' and then by consequence all knew whose uncles they 
pretend themselves. He put them to prove their pedigree by 
Scripture, how the kindred came in. In brief. Bale saith, ' he 
left red notes in tbe white coats of tbe Carmelites,' be so be- 
laboured them with bis lashing language. But John Hornby a 
Carmelite (bom at Boston in Lincolnshire) undertook bihi, 
called by Bale Comutus, by others Hornet- bee, so stinging his 
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stile. He proved the farothenhip of his <nrder to the Virgia. 
Mary by visioDs, allowed true by the infallible popes, so that no 
good Christian dorst deny it.'* 

150. Freret of the Pye, The Fratres de Pica, or Friars of the 
Pye, are said to have received their name from the circam- 
stance of their wearing their outer garment black and white 
like a magpie. Very little is known of their history. They are 
said to have bad bnt one house in England. 

143. Robartes men. See before the notes on the Vision, U. 88 
and 3410. 

155. miracle* ofmydwyves. The monks had many relics and 
superstitious practices to preserve and aid women in child- 
birth. One of the commissioners for the suppression of the 
monasteries mentions among the relics of a house he had visited, 
" Mare Magdalens girdell, and yt is wrappyde and coveride 
with white, sent also with gret reverence to women traveling :" 
he had previously spoken of " onre Lades gyrdell of Bmton, 
rede silke, wiche is a solemne reliquio sent to women travelyng 
wiche shall not miscarie in partuJ (MS. Cotton. Cleop. £. iv. 
fol. 249). See the account of a gem, which had a similar virtue, 
in Matthew Paris's History of the Abbots of St. Albans. 

180. tho Ude. An error of the press for tholede, 

305. the Prechoures. The Black Friars, or Dominicans, were 
founded by St. Dominic, a Spanish monk of the end of the 
eleventh century. They were called Friars Preachers, because 
their chief duty was to preach and convert heretics. They 
came into England in 1321, and had their first house in Ox- 
ford. 

327. postemes in priviti. These private posterns are fre- 
quently alluded to in the reports of the Commissioners for the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries in the reign of Henry VIII. 
One of them, speaking of the abbey of Langden, says, ** Wher- 
as immediatly descendyng fro my horse, I sent Bardett your 
servant, with all my servantes to circumcept the abbaj and 
surely to kepe all bake dorres and startyng hoilUs, and I myself 
went alone to the abbottes logeying joyningupon thefeldes and 
wode, evyn lyke a cony clapper full of startyng hoiHes/* (MS. 
Cotton. Cleop. £. iv. fol. 127.) Another commissioner (MS. 
Cotton Cleop. £. iv. fol. 35), in a letter concerning the monks 
of the Charter-house in London, says, *' These charterhowse 
monkes wolde be callyde solytary, but to the cloyster dore ther 
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be aboYe zziiij. keys in the bandes of xziiij. persons^ and hit is 
lyke mj letten, miprofytable tayles and tydinges and samtyme 
perverse conceli commy the and goythe by reason therof. AUso 
to the buttrey dore dier be xij sundry e keys in zij [mens] 
handes, wherin symythe to be small hasbandrye." 

351. merkes rfmerchavnUs, Their cyphers or badges painted 
in the windows. For examples, see the note in Warton's His- 
tory of English Poetry, vol. ii. p. 98, last edit. 

481. euellei, probably for evel-Uit i* e. without evil. 

534. the Awtym, The Austin Friars, or Friars Eremites of 
the order of St. Augustine, came into England about the year 
1250. Before the end of the fourteenth century they possessed 
a great number of houses in this island. 

566. the f owe ordres. The four principal orders of Mendicant 
Friars. 

721. harkne at Herdforthe. This appears to be an allusion to 
some event which bad recently occurred among the Franciscans 
at Hertford, or at Hereford : if the latter, perhaps they had been 
active in the persecution of Walter Brut. See below, 1. 1309. 

745. than ther lefte in Latcifere, Than there existed in 
Lucifer, before his fell. See before, the note on 1. 681, of the 
Vision. 

771. couuen. Probably an error of the old printed edition 
for eonnen. 

869. lath : perhaps an error of the printer of the first edition 
for lay, 

911. Matth. vii. 15. 

911. wertoolvet* People who had the power of turning them- 
selves into, or were turned into, wolves. This fearful super- 
stition, which is very ancient, was extremely prevalent in the 
Middle-Ages. In French they were called Loup-garow, The 
history of a personage of this kind forms the subject of the Lai 
de Bisclaveret, by Marie de France. Sir Frederick Madden has 
published a very remarkable early English metrical romance on 
the subject of " William and the Werwolf." See on this super- 
stition Grimm's Deutsche Mythologie, pp. 630 — 622. 

954. Golias, There is perhaps here an allasion to the famous 
satire on the Monkish orders entitled Apocalypsis Goliae, printed 
among the poems of Walter Mapes. 

967. the hynrede of Caym, In the popular belief of the Middle- 
Ages, hob-goblins and evil spirits (which haunted the wilds and 
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the wmters) Uterelly, and bad men figantirely, were repre* 
tented as being descended from the first murderer, Cain. In 
01d*£ngiish poetry, Coysies hfn is a common epithet for veiy 
wicked people. In the Anglo-Saxon romance of Beowulf, the 
Grendel is said to be of *• Cain's kin.*' 

1051. wytnts om Wffel^. In the persecntions to which Wyc- 
lifle was subjected for his opinions in 1382, his most violent 
opponents were the Mendicants, He died in 1384, quietly at 
his living of Lutterworth. 

1189. e Ufmytoure, See before, the note on 1. 14615 of tbe 
>i8Hm. 

1178. ftuailm in teist. An allusion to the idle and super- 
stitioos tales with which the monks filled their sermons, in 
place of simple and sound doctrine. 

1309. Water Brut, Walter Brnt (or Bright) was a native of 
Herefordshire, and was prosecuted by the Bishop of Hereford 
for heresy in 1393. A long account of his defence will be found 
in Foxe's Acts and Monuments. 

1401. HUds^re. I suppose this refers to St. Hildegardis, a 
nun who flourished in the middle of the twelfth century, and 
who was celebrated among the Boman Catholics as a pro- 
phetess. Her prophecies are not uncommon in manuscripts, 
and they have been jirinted. Those which relate to the future 
corruptions in the monkish orders are given in Foxe's Acta and 
Monuments, book vi., and in other works. 



GLOSSARY. 



[The figures in the following Glossary refer to the page of the 
text. Words preceded hy a t» occur only in the Creed. 
A. 8. and A. N. distinguish the two different languages of 
which our own is composed, Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-Nor- 
man.] 



A. 

a, prefixed to yerhs of Anglo- 
Saxon origin, has sometimes 
a negative, sometimes an 
intensatiye power : before 
nouns and adiectiyes it re- 
presents on and at, as, arbrood, 
a- fore, (»t-foran,) a-rowe, 
(i. e. on a row,) a-loflt, (i. e. 
on highj) &c. In words of 
Anglo-Norman origin, it an- 
swers to the prepositions, a, 
ab, ad, of the original Latin 
words. 

a (a. n.) 355, ah ! (an inter- 
jection) 

abidynge (a. s.) 413, patient 

abiggen (a. s.) 35, 127, abien, 
58, abugge, 122, abye, 164, 
abyen, 393, to make amends 
for, to atone for, pret, s, 
aboughte, 168, 190, 231,268. 
part. past, abought, 392 

abite (a. s.) 331, to bite, nip 



a-blende (a. s.) 377, a-blynden, 
to bUnd,dazzle.pret. s. a-blente, 
388 

abosten (a. n.) 126, to assault 

abouten, aboute (a. s.) about 

a-brood, (a. s.) ahroc^ • 

ac, (a. s.) butf and 

a-cale, (a. s.) 393, cold. It oc- 
curs in the Romance of the 
Seyen Sages (Weber, p. 59.) 

That night he sat wel sore a-kale, 

And his wif lai warme a-bedde. 

accidie, (a. n.) 99, sloth, ajitof 
slothfulness 

acombren, (a. n.) to embarrass, 
bring into trouble 

acorden (a. n.) to agree, accord 

acorse, acursen (a. s.) 375, to 
curse, acorsed, 375, accursed 

acoupen (a. n.) 272, to blame, 
accuse, (for acoulpen) 

a-drad (a. s.) 397, afraid 

a-drenchen (a. s.) 198, to drown 

afaiten,291, affaiten 9, 81, 119, 
(a. n.) to tame 
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a-feran (a. s.) 395, 435, to 
frighten, drwe away. a-£»ed, 
376, o^id, terrijied 
affrajmen (a. s.) 347, to ask, 

question, intem^te 
afore (a. s.) fre/ore 
aforthe (a. b.) 129, to afford 
afrounte (a. n.) to encounter, 
attach, a&»ft rudely, pret. 8. 
afrounted, 425 
a-fyngred (a. b.) 133, 176, 283, 

403, a'hungred, hungry 
a-furst (a. 8.) 176, 28d,a-tAirrt, 
thirsty. The two forms, a- 
fyngred and a-fiirst, appear to 
be characteristic of the dia- 
lect of the counties which 
lay on the Welsh border. 
They occur once or twice in 
MS. HarL 2253, which, in 
my Specimens of Lyric Poe- 
try, I hAre ahown to have 
been written in Hereford- 
shire. They also occur in 
several other manuscripts 
which may probably be traced 
to that part of England. In 
the Romance of Horn, in the 
MS. just mentioned, we hare 
the lines, — 
" Horn set at grounde. 
Him thohte he wes y-bounde. 
He seide. Queue, so hende, 
To me hydeward thou wende, 
Thou shench us with the vurste, 
The beggares bueth a-furste," 
i, e. the beggars are thirsty. 
Whitaker gives a very re- 
markable translation of a- 
furst and a-fyngred, i. e. ^rost- 
bitten, and with aching Jingers, 
Ritson has no less inaccu- 



rately ex]dained a-fiartU in 

the Kootance of Horn, by at 

first : the Cambridge MS. of 

this Romance, earlier and 

better than the MS. Harl., 

reads, — 

" Thu gef us with the furste, 

The beggeres beoth of thurste,^ 

ayein (a. s.) again, in return far. 

ayeins, against, towards 
a-gulte (a.s.) 273, 313, 318, 
365, to fail in duty taisards 
any one, offend^ sin agahui 
aiels (a. v.) 3\4, forefathers 
t aisliehe (a. s.) 41\, fearfully. 

The Anglo-Saxon egeskce 
aken (a. s.) to ache, pret.pl, oke, 

359 

al (a. s.) all, pi. alle, gen. pi. 

aire, aller. oure aller fiuler, 

S42, the father of us alL your 

aller heed, 424, head rfyou all 

a4eggen (a.n.) 207, to aJledge 

a-]iry(A.s.) 124, eros^le^edll) 

alkenamye (a. n.) 186, atehany 

allowen (a. n.) 294, to aUaw, 

approve 
a^loft (a. s.) 378, on high 
afanarie (a. n.) 288, a cupboard 
almesse (a. s.) alms 
a-lough, a-logh (a. s.) 241, 242, 

below 
t alottte (a. s.) 495, to salute 
als (a. s.) also 
a-maistren, a-maistryen (a. n.) 

to overcome, be master ef 
amendoi (a* n.) to make amends 

for 
amercy (a. n.) to amerce 
amortisen (a.n.) 314, to amor' 
tize, to give property in mort- 
main 
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ampulle ( a . n. ) 109, a smaU vessel 
containing holy water or oU 

an (a. 8.) 2, on 

aacres ( A . s . ) 3 , 308 , anacAmtef, 
monk* who live in toliiade. It 
is applied to nuns , in the early 
English Rule of Nuns. See 
Ketiquis Antiqus, vol. ii. 

p. 1 

and (a. 8.) the conjunction, is 

frequently used in the sense 

of if, an(i men ciye, 362 » if' 

men crif 
aniente (a. n.) 365, to destroy, 

anmhilatef redttce to nothing 
anoon (a. s.) anon 
anoy (a. n.) anruyance 
t anuel (a. n.) 475, an annuity 

(?) perhaps it should be, an- 

nel, a ring 
apayen (a. n.) 123, to satirfy, 

to pUtue 
apeiren (a. n.) 8, 111 , 125, 127, 

141 , to leuen, diminith, impair 
apertli (a.n.) openly 
appenden, apenden (a. k.) 17, 

to belong, appertain to 
apposen (a. n.) 18, 43, 252, 318, 

to raise questions, to ekfect 
arate (a. s.) 208, 283, to rate, 

scold, correct (the a. s. aretan V) 
arayen (a. n.) to array 
arere (a.n.) backwards, back 
arwe, pL arewes (a.s.) 432, an 

arrow 
arst (a. 8.) ^m, first, erst 
ascapen (a. n.) esmpe 
askes (a.s.) ashes 
asondry (a. s.) 358, separated 
aspare (a. n.) 303, to spare 
aspien (a.n.) to espy, part, s, 

aspied, 350 



assaien, assaie (a. n.) 334, 336, 
to assay, try 

assetz (A. n.) 362, assets, suffi- 
cient to pay the debts or legacies 
of a testator. A law term 

a8soiUe(A.N.)57, 188,407,419, 
t) a&soil, absolve, to explain or 
solve 

astronomien (Lat.) an astrono- 
mer 

a-th3mken (a. s.) 374, to repent 

attachen (a.n.) 40, attach, indite 

atte(A. s.) at the. attenale, 124, 
at tkb ale, a corruption of the 
Saxon, st J^an ale 

attre (a.s.) 243, poison, venom 

a-tweyne (a.s.) in two 

aught (a .8.) something, any thing, 
everything 

auncer (a. n.) 90, a small vessel 
or cup. The vrord appears to 
have been introduced ti'om the 
French language. In Low- 
Latin it is callea anceria. See 
Ducange, s. v. who quotes 
from a charter of the date 1320 
the words, Una cum cuppi;i, 
anceriis, tonis, et aliis uten- 
silibus. 

auntren (a. n.) to venture, adven- 
ture, pret, s, auntrede, 382, 
auntred, 435 

auter, pi, auteres (a. n.) altar 

avarouser ( a. n.) more avaricious 

aventrous (a.n.) 370, adventu- 
rers, adventrous persons 

aventure (a. n.) an adventure, 
an accident, an arenture, 4 7 , 
by adventure, by chance 

avoutrye (a.n.) adultery 

arowen ( a. n.) to make a vow 

avowes (a. n.) vows, promises 
P P 
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swaiten (a. n.) 346. to watcht 
wait, a-wayte, 193, to tee or 
discover by vaatchivg 

awaken (a. s.) to awahe. pret, 
s. awaked, 396, awakned, 
424, a-wook, 147. fart, past* 
awaked, 4*25 

awreken (a. s.) to avenge, re- 
venge. ]Mirt.fMij.a-wroke,129 

t awyrien (a. s.) 490, to curse, 
execrate 

azen (a. b.) 71, to ask, pret. s, 
asked, 81 

ay (a. 8.) ever, always 

B. 

bakstere (a. s.) 14, 47, a woman 

who bakes 
bale (a. 8.) 70, 209, 381. 371 

(?), evil, mischief, punishment 
t bale (a. s.) 490, a hon-Jire 

(rogas) 
baleis (a.n.) 184. 229, a rod 
baleisen (a. n.) 87, to heat with 

a rod 
balled (a. s.) 436. haJd. balled 

reson, 176, a bald reason, a 

bare argum£nt 
ballok-knyf (a. 8.) 302, a knife 

hung from the girdle 
bannen, banne (a.m.) 18, 143, 

167, 31 0, to ban, curse, banish, 

pret, s. banned. 173 
banyer (a. n.) 321, a banner- 
bearer, standard-bearer 
bam (a. s.) 353, a child 
baselarde ( a . n . ) 6 1 , 302 , a kind 

of large dagger, carried in the 

girdle 
batauntliche (a.n.) 286, hastily. 

Cotgrave gives the phrase, il 



arrira toutbatant, he eamevenf 
hastily 

baude (a. s.) a bawd 

baody (a. n.) 88, dirty, applied 
to garments. Thus in Chau- 
cer, Cant, T. 1. 16102.— 

" His overest sloppe it is not 
worth a mite 

As in effect to him, so mote I go. 

It is al bandy and to-tore also." 

baw (a. 8 ) 210, 419, an inter- 
jection of' contempt . W hitaker 
says that the word is still used 
in Lancashire, and that " the 
verb means alvum Uuare^* 

bayard (a. n.) 72, a term for a 
liorse. It means properly a 
bay-horse 

beau-peere (a.n.) 383. " Bean- 
pere, titre que Ton donnoit 
aux religieux." Roquef, 

beche (a. s.) a beech-tree 

bede, pi. bedes (a. s.) prayer. 
Our modem word beads is de- 
rived from this word , because 
it was by such articles, hung 
on a cord, that our forefathers 
reckoned the number of their 
prayers 

bedeman (a. s.) 45, a person who 
prays for another 

t been (a. s.) 493, bees 

beigh (a. s.) pi. beighes, rings, 
bracelets, collars 

bekeue (a. s.) 363, a beacon 

t beldyng (a. s.) 483, buildiug* 
belded, 483, buiU 

t bellyche (a. n.) 46\, fairly 

bel-sire (a, iu.)l6S, graiuffaiher, 
or rather, an ancestor 

belwe (a. s.) 222, to bellow 

ben (a. 8.) to be. pres. pL am. 
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aren, or ben, we beth, 391, 
ye aren, 301, they arn, 375. 
su6;. sing, weere, 15, 19, 417, 
pL were, what she were, 19. 
worstow, 420, were thou 
bene (a. s.) a bean, fpL benen 

(a. s.) 495, beans 
t beueson (a. n.) 489, bleuing 
t beoaten (a. s.) 489, without 
beren,bere (a. s.) to bear* pr, s. 
hebertb,341. pret.t. here, 54, 
bar, 28, 109, pL baren, 98. 
part. pas. bom, y-bore, 377 
bergh (a. s.) 112, a hill, mount 
bem (a. s.) 416, a bam 
best, beest, pi. beestes (a. n.) a 

beastt animal 
bet (a. s.) 389, better 
bete (a. 8.) 375, to beat, pret. s. 
bette,184, 436. part, jmm .y-bet 
bete (a. s.) 131, to amend, heal, 
abate, that myghtt not bete 
my bale (Sir Amadas, 1. 46), 
that might not amend my mis- 
fortune, bete his nede ( Rom. 
of Alexand.l.5065,in Weber), 
to satisfy his need 
bettre (a. s.) better 
bi- or be- is a very common 
prefix to verbs in our lan- 
guage derived from the An- 
glo-Saxon, and has chiefly an 
intensative power, although 
it modifies the meaning in 
various degrees. Many verbs 
are no longer known, except 
in this compound form. Thus 
we have, — 
bi-dravelen (a . 8. )'88, tos2o&6tfr 

or slaver on anything 
bi-fallen (a. s.) to befall, hap- 
pen, pr, sing, bifel 






bi-yete (a, s.) begetting, off- 
spring 

bi-ginnen(A.s.)tote^n. pret, 
s, bi-gonne, 106, 

bigirdle (a. s.) 156, a bag to 
hang at the girdle, apurse (?) 

bi-heste (a. s.) 50, behest, 
command 

bi-hest (a. s.) 432, promise 

bi-holden (a. s.) to behold, 
pr. sing, biheeld 

t bi-hirnen (a. s.) 488 (1) 

biohoten (a. s.) to promise, 
pres. s. bi-hote, 104. pret. s, 
bi-highte,81,345,389. hi- 
bote God, 133, an exclama- 
tion 

by-japen (a. s.) 386, 453, to 
mock 

bi-kennen (a. s.) 31, 154, to 
commit to 

bi-knowen (a. s.) 13, 45, to 
know, recognize, acknow- 
ledge, pret. s, bi-knewe 
404. part. past, bi-knowe, 
370 

bi-Iien (a. s.) 174,bi-lye 101 , 
to calumniate, part, past, 
bi-lowen, 29 

bi-love (a. 8.) \S4folse love (?) 

bi-loven (a. s.) 130, to make 
friends (?) 

by-menen (a. s.) to signify, 
pret. s. by-mente, 370 

by-molen (a, s.) 273, 274, to 
spot, stain 

by-nymen (a. 8.) to take from, 
part. past, by-nomen, 62 

bi'quasshen (A. s.) 384, to 
crush to pieces 

bi-reve (a. s.) 132, to take 
from, bereave 
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bi-rewe (a. s.) 242, t§ rue 
bi-seken, bi-sechen, 18 (a. s.) 

tobaeech. pret. bi-soughte. 

part. pas. bi-8oaglit 
bi-semen (a. s.) to appear 
lH-setten(A.s.)93,95, toplace, 

tet 
bi-seggen (a. s.) to reproach, 

insult, part. past, bi-seye, 

437 
bi-sberewen (a. s.) 75, to 

curse 
bi-sbetten (a. s ) 40, to shut 

up. part. past, bi-shet, 405 
bi-sitten (a. s.) 36, 195, to 

beset 
tbeslomered, 476, bedaubed 
bi-snewed (a. s.) 301 , snowed 

over, covered ivith snow 
bi-speren (a. s.) 303, to lock 

up 
bi-swynken (a. s.) 323, to la- 
bour hard, pret, pi. bi- 

Bwonke, 442 
bi-tiden (a. s.) to happen to, 

betide 
bi-wiccben (a. s.) 405, to 

bewitch 
biccke (a. n.) 98, a bitch 
bidden, bidde (a. s.) to pray, 
to ask, beg, to require, to order, 
pres. s. he bit, 308, 188. pret. 
s. bidde, bad, p/. beden,372, 
404. part, act. biddynge 
(ifhe)bede,157 
bidder (a. s.) pi. bidderes, an 

asker, petitioner 
biden (a. s.) 387, 428,* to bide, 

wait. part. past, boden 
bienfait (a. n.) o benefit 
bi-hynde (a. s.) behind 
bikere (a s.) 429, to s)dnnish, 



tbiW (a. s.) 460, a building (1) 

l»le (a. 8.) hill 

bilyve(A. s.) 410, 425, /ood 

bynden (a. s.) to bind. pret. s. 
bond, 352. part. pas. bound- 
en, 

bisie (a. s.) busy 

bismere, bismare(A.s.) 82, 413, 
infamy, reproach, disgrace 

biten, bite (a. s.) 446, to bite, 
urge. pres. s.bitit,225. pret. 
s. boot, 82 

byte (a. 8.) 381, a morsel, bit 

bi-time(A. s.) betimes 

bittre (a. s.) 393, bitterly 

bi-yonde (a. s.) beyond : when 
used indefinitely it signifies 
beyond sea^ ultra mare 

blancmanger ( A. n. ) 252, a made 
dish for the tcU^le, Rec»pts 
for cooking it are given in 
niost of the early tracts on 
cookery 

bleden (a. s.) to bleed, pret. s. 
bledde, 402, 415 

blenche (a. s.) 1 12, to draw back 

blende (a. s.) 181, to blind. 
blent, blinded 

tblen3rag (a. s.) 468, bUsier- 
ing 

bleren (a. b.) to blear, to make a 
person*s sight dim, impose upon 
him. bler-eighed, 367, blear- 
eyed 

blisse (a. a.) joy, happiness 

blisful (a. 8.) Joyful, fall of 
happiness, blessed 

blody (a. s.) 129, 213, by blood, 
of or in blood 

bloo (a. s.) blue 

blosmen (a. s«) to blossom, pret, 
blosmede 

bio wen (a. s.) to blow, pret, s. 
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blewe, blew, part, past, y- 
blowe, 360 

blastren (a. n. ?) 108, to wander 
or strmf aUmg without any 
particular aim 

bochier (a. n.) a butcher 

t bode ( ) 493 (?) 

bolden (a. s.) to encourage, em- 
bolden 

bole (a. s.) a bull 

bolk (a. s.) 100, a belching 

bolle (a. s.) 83, 99, a bowl 

boUen, bolne (a. s.) to swell. 
pres. s. bolnetfa, 84 

book. pi. bokes (a. s.) a book 

hoold (A. B,) 373, bold 

boon (a. s.) a bone 

boor (a. s.) boar 

boot (a. s.) a boat 

boote (a.s.) 70, 139, 189, 209, 
233, 266, help, reparation, 
amendment, restoration, re- 
medy 

bootne (a.s.) to restore, remedy. 
part, pat, bootned, 128 

boot-les (a. 8.) 369, without 
boots 

borde (a., s.) table. Hence the 
modern use of the word board 
when we speak of ** board 
and lodging" 

bord-lees (a. s.) 239, without 
table 

borgh, 70, 143, 181,346. bo- 
rugh, 426, 4?39, pi, borwes, 
19 (a. s.) a pledge, surety, s. 
in 0^, case, borwe, 285 

borwen (a. s.) 71, to give secu- 
rity, or a pledge to release a 
person or thing, to bail, to bor- 
row, pret. s. borwed 
bosarde (a. n.) 189, a worthless 
or vMless fellow. It is pro- 



perly the name of a worthless 
species of hawk, which is un- 

• fit for sporting; and is thus 
used in Chaucer's version of 
the Romance of the Rose, 
1. 4033 : 

" This have I herde ofte in say- 
ing, 

That man ne maie for no daunt- 
ing 

Make a sperhawke of a bosarde," 
The original is, — 

" Ce 01 dire en reprovier, 

Que Ten ne puet fere espervier 

£n nule guise d*ung busart,** 

bosten (a. s.) to boast, part, 
past, y-bosted, 351 

bote-lees (a« s.) 381, without 
remedy 

botenen (a. n.) to button, fpart, 
past, y-botend, 468, buttoned 

bothe (a. s.) both. The genitive, 
botheres, of both, occurs, hir 
hotheres myghtes, 340, the 
might of both of them, hir bo- 
theres right, 371, the right of 
each of ^em 

botrasen (a.ji.) 113, to make 
butresses to a building 

bouchen (a. n.) 5, to stop peo- 
ple's mouthes {I) 

bouken (a. s.) 274, 306, to Intck 
(clothes) 

hour (a. 8.) a bower, chamber 

bourde (a. s.) a game, joke 

bourdynge (a. n.) 297, jesting 

bourn, g, bournes Ca. s.) a 
stream or river 

bowe (a. s.) 112, a bougfi, 
branch 

bown (a. s.) 37, ready 

boye (a. s.) 214, a lad ser- 
vant 
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iNpeden (a, s.) to breed, pret, pi. 
bredden 

brede (a. s.) breadth 

breed (a. s.) bread 

bre«th (a. s.) 388, breath 

hrekea {a.s.) to breakttear, pret, 
«. brak, 388. part. pas. j- 
broken, broke, y-broke, 416 

breme (a. 8.) 241, vigoroust 
Jierce, furious. Chaucer, C. 
T. 1. 1701, speeking of Ar- 
cite and Palamon, says they 
— ** fongrhten breme, as it 
were bolles two " fought as 
fere^jl as two buUs. In the 
Romance of Sir Amadas 
f Weber, p. 250) a person is 
aescribed as coming '* lyke a 
breme bare," tike a fierce 
bear* It appears to be most 
commonly applied to animals. 
In the Towneley Mysteries, 
p.l97» Anna says to Ca3rphas, 
** Be not to breme," be not 
tooferce 

brennen, brenne (a. s.) 360, 
to burn. pret. s. brende, 367. 
part. pas. brent 

bresten (a. s.) to burst, pret. s. 
brast, 127 

brevet (a. n.) 5, a little brief or 
letter 

brewestere (a. s.) 14, 47, a wo- 
man who brews 

brid, pi. briddes (a. s.) a bird 

bringen (a.s.) (o bring, pret.s. 
brougfate, broghte. pa}'t. past, 
y-brought, broght, 235 

brocage (a. n.) 33, 289, a treaty 
by a broker or agent. It is 
particularly applied to trea- 
ties of marriage, brought a- 



bout in this way. In Chau- 
cer's Romance of the Rose 
1. 697 1 ,Fal8 Semblant says, — 

*' I entremete me of brocages, 

1 maken pece, and manages." 
So in theMiller'sTale, (C.T. 
3375), it is said of Absolon, 

" He woeth hire by menes and 
brocage. 

And swore he wolde ben hire 
owen page." 

That is, be wooed her by the 
agency of another person, 
whom he employed to per- 
suade her to agree to his 
wishes. 

broches (a. n.) broaches y jewels 

broches, 362, matches (?) 

brocour (a. n.) 31, 32. 45, 84, 
a seller, broker , maker of bar- 
gains 

broke (a. s.) o brook 

brok, pi. brokkes (a. s.) 199, 
an animal of the badger ]dnd 

brol (a. s.) 55, 494, 495, a child, 
brat. Reliquiae AntiquaB, ii. 
177: 

* * Whan hi commith to the world, 
hi doth ham silf sum gode, 

Al bot the wrech brol that is of 
Adamis blode." 

brood (a. s.) broad 

brotel (a. s.) 133, weak, brittle, 
unsteady 

tbrothels (a .s.) 4!d6,wretches,men 
ofbadM'e, In the Coventry 
Mystenes (£d. Halliwell, p. 
308), the term is applied 
to the damned who suffer 
punishment in hell : — 

** In bras and in bronston the 
brethellys be brent. 
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That wene in this werd my wyl 
for to werke." 
In another Play in the same 
collection, p. 217, it is applied 
to the woman taken in adul- 
tery,— 

** Com forthe, thoa hysmare 
and brothel bolde." 

hrouke (a. s.) 209, to enjoy, use, 
to Ifrook 

hnigg, pL hrugges (a. s.) a 
bridge 

bruneste (a. s.) brownest 

buggen, bugge (a. s.) 412, to 
buy. pres. pi. biggen, pret. 
boughte, part. act. buggynge, 
410 

bummeu (a. s.I) 90, to taste 

V) 

burde (a. s.) 44, 404, a maiden, 
damsel, lady 

burdoun (a. n.) 108, a staff 

burel (a, n, ) a kind of coarse 
brown woollen cloth, burel 
clerkes, 191. Tyrwhit ( Glos . 
to Chaucer), thinks this 
means lay clerks* In the 
Canterbury Tales, 1 7453, 
the friar says, — 

** And more we seen of Cristes 
secree thinges, 

Than borel folk, although that 
they be kinges. 

We lire in poverte and in ab- 
stinence, 

And borel folk in richesse and 
dispence," &cc. 
The hoste says, (1. 13960)— 

** Religion hath take up all the 
corn 

Of treding, and we borel men 
ben shrimpes. 



»» 



Borel folk and borel men 
evidently mean laymen, 

burgage (a. n.) 48, lands or 
tenements in towns, held by a 
particular tenure 

burgeise (a. s.) burgess, inhabi- 
tant of a borough 

burghe (a. s.) 1^5, burgh, tou)n» 
burghe swyn, 34, perhaps 
swine belonging in common 
to the town, and therefore 
ill attended to and thin 

burjonen (a.n.) 299, to bud, or 
spring 

bum (a. s.) pi. bumes, a man, 
buyrn, 341, 346 

tburwgh (a.s.) 458, a castle, 
palace^ or large edifice 

busk, pL buskes (a. s.) 223, 
bushes 

busken (a. s.) 44, 167, to bmk, 
go, to array, prepare 

\mxom. {^k.^.) obedient, buxom- 
nesse, obedience 

C. K. 

caas (cA.n.) case 

cacchen (a. s.) 238, to catch, 

take. part. past, caught, 361 
cachepol (a. s.) 372, 373, a 

catchpoU 
kaiser, kayser (a* s.) 404, an 

emperor 
cammoke (a. s.) 414, a weed 

more commonly known by the 

name of rest-harrow (anonis) 
kan (a.s.) can 
capul, caple (a. n.) 354, pi, 

caples, 415, 416, a horse (said 

to be derived from the low 

Latin caballus) 
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caractes (a. k.) 233, charac- 
ten 

cardiacle (Gr.) 266, 430, a dis- 
ease affecting the heart 

careful, pi. carefulle (i.s.) 403, 
full of care 

carien (a. s.) to carry 

carojne, careyne (a.n.) carrion, 
fleihj a corpse 

caipen (a. n.) 356, 400, to talk, 
chat, tell, part, pas. y-carped, 
313 

t cary ( .) 475 (?) 

casten (a. s.) to cast 

catel (a. ».) 70, 78, 175, 437, 
goods, property, treasure, pos- 
sessiom 

cauken (a. s.?) 223, 241, a 
technical term, applied to 
birds at their time of breed- 
ing. It is found in the St. 
Albans Book of Hawking, 
1496, sign. A. i. : ** And in 
the tyme of their (the hawks') 
love, they calle, and not 
cauke.'* 

kaurymaury ( .) 81 (?) 

tcautel (a.n.) 469, a cunning 
trick 

kavlewey( .)334(?) 

kemben (a. s.) 174, to comb 

kene (a. s.) sharp, earnest 

kennen, kenne (a. s.) 355, 396, 
410, to teach, pres. pi, konne, 
3. imperat. kenne (teach), 
621. pret, kenned, 67, 241, 
kennede, 409 

kepen, kepe (a. s.) to keep, pret, 
pi, kepten, 235, 404. have 
kepe this man, 352, have this 
man to keep 

kemelen (a. n.) 113, to embattle 



a bmiding, buUd the battier 
ments 
kerse (a. s.) 174, cress 
kerven (a. s.) to carve fpart, 

past, y-corven, 460 
cesse (A. N.) 375, to end, cease 
kevere (a. v,) 445, to recover 
kex (a. s. ) 361, the dried stalk of 

hemlock 
chace (a. n.) 351, to race, to go 

fast 
chafiare (a. s.) 131, 292, 301, 
305, 338, to deal, traffic, trade 
chaffare (a. s.) 3, 31, 84, 268, 

305, merchandise 
chalangen (a. m.) to challei^e, 
claim, chalangynge, 82. cha- 
langed, 87 
chapide (a. n.) a chapter 
t chaple (a. k.) 485, a chapel 
chapman (a. s.) a merchant, 

buyer 
t chapolories (a. n.) 483, eha^ 

pelaries 
t charthouB (a. n.) 490, Car- 
thusians 
chastilet (a.*n.) a little castle 
chatre (a. n.) 287, to chatter 
chauncelrie (a. n.) chancery 
cheke(A,a.)6B, cheek, maugree 
hire chekes, 68. We have 
in Chaucer, maugri thin eyen, 
maugri hire hed, &c. See 
Tyrwbit*s Gloss, t. Maugre, 
One of these instances is ex- 
actly analogous to the passage 
of Piers Ploughman (C. T. 
1. 64671. 
" And happed that, alone as she 

was borne, 
He saw a maiden walking him 
beforne, 
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Of which maid he anon, maugr6 

hire hed, 
By veray force beraft hire mai- 

denhed." 
cheker (a.n.) exchequer 
cbele (a. s.) 176, 439, cold 
cfaepen (a. s.) 296, to buy 
chepyng (a. s.) 68, 135, market, 

sale 
cherl, 210, pi. cherles, 337, 375, 

(a. s.) serfy peasant, ehuil 
t cherlich (a. n.) 485, richly, 

sumptuouily 
cherrelle (a. s.) 134, eherviU, 

a plant which was eaten as a 

•pot'herh {cerefolium ) 
chese (a. s.) 296, to choose 
cheeste, chaste (a. s.) 33, 169, 

253, dissension, strife, debate 
cbeve (a. n.) 375, to compass a 

thing, succeed, or bring to an 

end, to obtain, adopt, p'es. s, 

cheveth, 287. pret, pi. cbe- 

T-enden, 3, chewe, 381, 439. 

lat hem chewe as thei chosen, 

let them take cu they chose 
cbewen (a. n.) 26, 490, to es- 

chewe 
chibolle (a. n.) 134, a kind of 

i^c, called in French cihoule 
cbicke, pL chicknes, 67, (a. s.) 

a chicken 
ehevysaunce Ca. n.) 92, 426, 

an agreement for borrowing 

money 
chiden (a. s.) to chide 
child (A. s.) a child, gen, pi. 

childrene, 72 
chymenee ( a. n.) 1 79, a fireplace 
chirie-tjrme, 86, cherry-time 
chyvelen (a. s. 1) 88, to become 

skriveUed 



t chol (a. s.) 464, the Jowl 

kidde, see couthen 

kirk (a. s.) church 

kirtel (a.s.) kirtle, frock 

kissen (a. s.) 395, to kiss, pret, 
s. kiste, 394 

kith, kyth (a. s.) 55, 324, 400, 

relationship, family connection, 

to kith and to kyn, 268, to 

family connection and kindred 

kitone (a. n.) kitten, young 
cat 

clawe (a. s.) 274, to brush, to 
stroke 

clene(A.3.)pure,clean. clenner, 
A\0,purer. clennesse,punty, 
cleanness 

clepen, clepe (a. s.) to call, pret, 
cleped, 436. part. pas. cleped, 
174 

clergie (a.n.) science, clergy 

clerk (a. n.) pi. clerkes,^en. pi, 
clerkene, 72, a scholar 

cler-matyn (a. n.) 135, a kind 
of fine bread 

eleven (a. s ) to split, cleave (in- 
transitive), pret, s, cleef, 
373 

cleymen (a. n.) 389, to claim, 
pret, s, cleymede 430 

cliket (a. n.) 1 14, a kind of 
latch key. cliketten, 114, to 
fasten with a cliket. Tyrwhitt 
explains the word simply as 
meaning a key — but in Piers 
Ploughman it is put so in 
immediate apposition with the 
word key, that it must have 
differed from it. In Chaucer, 
C. T. 9990, et seq. it appears 
to be the key of a garden 
gate. — 
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** This freshe May, of which I 

spake of yore, 
In warme wez hath enprented 

the cliketf 
That January bare of the small 

wiket. 
By which into his gardin oft he 

went; 
And Damian, that knew aU hire 

entent, [&c. 

The cUket contrefeted prively," 

In a document of the date 

1416, quoted by Ducange, v. 

Cliquetuit it is ordered that, 

Refectorarius semper teneat 

hostium refectorii clausum 

cum cliqueto. 
clyngen (a. s.) 276, to shrink ^ 

wither, pine. Reliq.Antiquae, 

vol. ii. p. 210, — 
" When eld me wol aweld, mi 

wele is awai ; 
Eld wol keld, and cling so the 

clai." 
clippe (a. 8.) 359, 394, to em- 
brace, enfold 
clips (a. n.?) 377, an eclipse 
clyven (a. s.) 367, io cleave, 

stick to 
clokken (a. n.) 45, to limp, walk 

lamely (^) or, to linger (?) 
clomsen (a.n.)276, to shrink or 

contract, A verb used often 

in the Wycliffite Bible. In 

Prompt. Parv. aclomsid. 
clooth (a.s.) cloth 
clouch, pi. douches (a. s.) a 

clutch 
clouten (a. 8.) to patch, mend* 

part. past, y-clouted, 120 
clncche (a. s.) 359» to clutch ^ 

hold 



knappe (a. s.) 133, a knap, a 
button 

knave (a. s.) 14, 66, a servant 
lad 

tknc^ede (a. s.) 416, full of 
knops 

knowelichen (a. s.) to ackiuftC'- 
ledge, pret, s. kneweliched, 
239, 407. part, act, knowe- 
lichynge, 400 

knowes (a. s.) 98, knees 

knowen, knowe (a. s.) 408, to 
know, pres.pl.knowen, pret, 
s. knew, 232, pi, knewen, 
237. part. pas. knowen, 
knowe 

coffe (a.s.?) 120. ocujf 

t cofrene (a. n.) 4.55, to put in 
a coffer 

coghen (a.s.) 367, to cough 

coke (a. s.) a cook 

cokeney (a.n.) 134, some kind of 
meager food, probabltf a young 

. or small cock, which had little 
flesh on its bones. I'his mean- 
ing of the word (which has 
been misunderstood) may be 
gathered from a comparison 
of the passage in Piers 
Ploughman with one in the 
** Turnament of Tottenham," 
where the writer intended to 
satirize the poorness of the 
fare, — 

** At that fest were thei senryd 
in a rich aray. 

Every fyve and fy ve had a coke- 
ney." 

Hey wood, in his Proverbs, 
part i. chap. xl. gives a pro- 
verb in which the word is 
evidently used in the same 
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sense, and appears to be in- 
tentionally contrasted with a 
fat hen : — 

— " Men say, 

He that comtfa every daie shall 
have a cocknaie, 

He that comth now and then, 
shall have a fat hen ; 

But I gat not so muche in 
comyn^ seelde when, 

As a good hens fether or a poore 
egsheW." 

1 think that cohenay in Chau- 
cer is the same word, used 
metaphorically to signify a 
person without worth or cou- 
rage (C. T. 4205)— 

" And whan this jape is tald 
another day, 

1 shal be hidden a dafie or a 
cohenay : 

I wol arise, and auntre it, by 
my fay!" 

coker (a. s.) 120, a short stock- 
ing, or glove, a sheath 

coket (a. N.) 135, a kind of fine 
bread 

cokewold (a, n.) 75, a cuckold 

cole (a. n.) 134, cabtage 

coler (a. n.) a collar 

collen (a. n.) 203, in embrace, 
put one's arms round a person's 
neck, in French, accoller 

colomy^A. .) 267(1) 

colvere (a. s.) 319, a doce^pigeon 

come (a. s.) 416, to come. pres. 
s. he comth, 1 8, 332. pret. s, 
cam, kam, coom, 168, com, 
401, pi. comen, 438, come, 
235, 237, 400, coome, 416, 
coomen, 438* suhj, til he 
coome, 328, er thei coome, 
353 



comsen (a. n.) 23, 24, 49, 77, 

81,119, 136, 162,244,372, 

to begin, commence, to endea» 

vour. pret. s, comsede, 402, 

403. comsynge, 384 
comunes (a. n.) 80, 420, com-^ 

mons, allovxtnce of provision 
confus (a. n.) confused 
congeyen, congeien (a. n.) 258, 

to give leave, dismiss 
congie (a. n.) 258, leave 
konne (a. s.) 401, 408, 437, ta 

learn, know, pres.s.kan, pret. 

koutbe, 411, koude. subj. in 

case that thow konne, 424, 

and thou konne, 397, if thou 

know. pret. act, konnyng, 206, 

knowing 
konnynge (a. s.) 409, knowledge, 

science, cunning 
conteuaunce (a. n.) 2, 203, ap» 

pearance, gesture, carriage 
contrarien (a. n.) 367, to go 

against, vei, oppose 
contree (a. n.) a country 
contreve (a. n.) to contrive, con- 

treved, contrived 
conyng (a. n.) a rabbit 
copen (a. n.) 51, to cover with 

a cape, like a friar 
coppe (A. N.) 44, 191, a eup, 

basin 
coroune (a. n.) a crown 
corounen (a. n) to crown, part, 

p, y-corouned 
cors (a. n.) 295. the body 
corsaint (a. n.) 109, a relique 
corsen (a. s.) 305, to curse 
corsede (a. s.) cursed, corseder, 

421 , more cursed, worse 
cost (a. n.) 33, 151, 376, a side, 
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costen (a. n.) toeott.pret,8,costed 

13. part. pas. costned, 13 
cote (a. s.) 152, a cottage, cot 
coten (a. n.) 51 , todrca in a coat 
t cotinge (a. b.) 468, euttir^ 
eoopable (a.n.) 366, guilty ^ cul- 
pable 
coupe (a. n.) 95, 44, a cup 
coupen {a. v.) to cut out, fashion 

(?) part. past, y-couped, 370 
courben (a. n.) 19, 28, to bendy 

stoop 
courtepy (a. n.) 62, 1 28, a sfcort 

cloak of coarse cloth 
couthen (a. s.)87, to ma^ ^nmim, 

discover t ptibU^h. pret, kidde, 

103, 269 
t couuen (a. s.) 473, perhaps 

connen 
coveiten (a. n.) to covet 
covent (a. N.) 428, a convent 
coreren (a. n.) 228, to recover 
cracchen (a. s.) 211, 322, to 

scratch 
crafle (a. s.) craft, art, crafty- 
men, 121, ar titans 
creaunt (a. n.) 239, beUeving 
crepen (a. s.) to creep, pret.s. 

crope, pL cropen 
cryen (a. n.) to cry. pret. s. 

cried, crj'de, 374,pi. cryden, 

cride 
croflt (a. s.) a small inclosed field, 

a croft 
crokke (a. s.) 412, a pot, pitcher, 

vessel of earthenware 
t crom-boUe (a. s.) 476, a 

crum-bowl 
crop (a. s.) 332, 334, head or 

top of a tree or plant ; hence 

the expression " root and 

crop," still in use 



cropiers (a. n.) the housings on 

Vie horse's back 
croppen (a. s.) 319, to eat {said 
of a bird), to put into its crop or 
craw 
crouche (a. n.) 109, a cross. 
Hence is derived the name 
of the Crutched Friars 
t crouken (a. s.) 495, to bend 
t cruccben (a.s.) 495, to crouch 
cruddes (a. s.) curds 
cruwel (a. n.) 269, cruel 
ku, pi. kyen, 125 (a. s.) a cow 
kulle (a. s.) 344, kiUe, 434, to 
kiU. pi'et. s. kilde, 431 . part, 
past, kulled, 339. to kulle, 338 
culorum ( ) 60, 198 (?) 
cultour (a. s.) 123, kultour, 61, 

a culter, blade 
cuppe-mele (a. s.^ 90, cup by 

cup 
kutte, 79 (a. s.*) to cut. imperat. 
kut, 75. pret.pl. kitten, 128 
kynde (a. s.) nature, race, kind 
kynde (a. a.) natural, kynde- 

hche, 382, naturally 
kyng (a. s.) pi. kynges, gen.pl. 

k3mgene, 21, 400, a king 
kyng-ryche(A. a.) kingdom 
kyn, gen. s, kynnes (a. s.) 40, 
kin, kind. This word is used 
in the genitive case in such 
phrases as the following : of 
foure kynnes thynges, 151, 
of four idnds of things, othere 
kynnes men, 177, other kinds 
of men. none kynnes riche, 
213, no kind of rich men, or 
rich men of no kind, many 
kynnes maneres, 659, many 
sorts of manners, any kynnes 
catel, 40(*, any kis»d tjfproferty 
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daffe (a. s.) afoot 

daggen (a. s.) 483, to dag, to 

cut the edges of the garment in 

Jagged ornamentSy as was the 

custom at this period 
daren (a. g.) to dare, pres, pi. 

dar, 10, 280. pret. s. and pi. 

dorste, 11,42,253,393 
dawnten (a. n.) 319, to tarns, — 

idso, to daunt, fear 
dawe (a. a.) SQO, to dawn* pret. 

s. dawed, 395 
decourren (a.n.)285, todiscover, 

lay open, narrate 
dedeynous (a. n.) 156, disdain- 

deed (a. s.) dead 

deen (a. v.) a dean 

dees (A. N.) dice 

deef, pL dere (a. s.) 403, deaf 

defende (a. n.) 47, 485, tojor- 

bid, prohibit 
defien, defven, defie (a. n.?) 84, 

100, 14i , 298, to digest. See 

Prompt. Parvul. 
defven (a. n.) to defy. pret. s. 

deiyed, 429 
degised (a. n.) 2, disguised 
deyen (a. s.) to die, pret. s. 

deide, 214. to dye, 352 
deyntee (a. n.) 205, dainty, 

niceness, preciousness 
deys, dees (a. n.) 139, 250, the 

dais, or high table in the hall 
deitee (a. n ) deity, godhead 
del, deel (a. a.) part, portion. 

tithe deel, 323, tenth part 
delen, dele, deelen (a.8.) 47, 

175, 218, to share, distribute, 

give, deal. pres. ye deele, 1 44 



deliten (a. n.) to ddight, take 
pleasure 

delitable (a. n.) deUghtful, plea- 
sant 

delvea (a. s.) 417, to dig, bury, 
pret. pi. dolven, 128. part, 
pas. dolven. 128. 293 

del vera (a. a.) a digger, delver 

demen (a. a.) to Judge, pret. 
demede 

dene (a. s.) 373, din, noise 

dene (a. v.) a dean 

departable (a. n.) 355, divisi- 
ble 

depper (a. s.) 307, deeper 

dere (A. s.) 140, 349, 370, to 
injure, hurt 

derely (a. s ) 396, expensively, 
richly 

dereworthe (a. s.) precious, hon- 
ourable 

derk (a. s.) dark 

derne (a. s.) 38, 249, secret 

destruyen, destruye (a. n.) 361 , 
to dsstroy. pret. s. destrayed, 
340- 

dette, pi. dettes (a. n.) a debt 

devoir (a. n.) duty 

devors (a. n.) 438, divorce 

dya(A. .)435(?) 

diapenidion, 84 (?) 

dido (a, 256(?) 

dighte (A. s.) 134, to fit out, 
make, dispose, dress, pret. s, 
dighte, 396 

tdigne (a. n.) 472, worthy 

digneliche (a. n.) worthily, de- 
servedly 

dyk, 417 (a. s.) dych, ditch 

dikere, dykere, (a. s. )96, a ditch 
or f OSS digger, ditcher 

dymes (a. n.) 326, tythes 
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dymme (a. s.) 388* dark, adv, 
dymme, 184, darkly * 

dymmen (a. s.) 98, to become 
dim or dark 

dyngen (a. s.) 62, 125, 193, 
295, to strike^ ding, hwck 

dynt (a. s.) 370, a bimo, knock 

disalowed {a,s.)2SI, disallotved, 
disapprove, disalowyng, 282, 
disapproving 

discryven (a. n.) to describe 

disour (a. n.) a player at dice 

disour (a. n.) 120, a teller of 
tales 

dyssheres (a. s.) 96, a female 
who makes dishes (?) 

fdistrie (a. n.) 478, to destroy 

doel (A.N.) 100, 124. ^6Q,grief 
lamentation 

doughtier (a. s.) 83, more dough- 
ty, more to be feared, doghti- 
est, 403, bravest, doghtiliclie, 
371, doughtily, bravely 

doke (a. 8.) 81, 352, a duck 

dole (a. s.) 47, a share, portion. 
Another form of del. 

donet (a. n.) 89, gramm^ir, ele- 
ments, first principles, from 
Donatus. See note on 1. 7944 

dongeon (a n.) a fort, the chief 
tower of' a castle 

doom, dome, pi. domes (a. s.) 
Judgment 

doon, (a. s.) to do. pres, sing. 
. dooth, pi. doon, don. pret. s. 
dide, pi. diden, 278, 392, 
dide, 389. part. pas. doon, 
do. imperat. pi. dooth, 152. 
to doone, 226, 263 

dore-tree (a. s.) a doorpost 

fdortour (a. n.) 463, a dormi- 
tory 



doted (a. b.) foolish, simple 
doughtres (a. s.) daughters 
doute (a. v.) fear, denxht 
dowen (a. v.) to endow, pret, 

dowed, 325, endowed 
dowve (A. s.) 319, a dove 
draf (a. s.) 1 73, 419, dregs,dirt. 

Things thrown away as unfit 

for man's food, particularly 

the dust and husks of com 

after it has been threshed. 

Chaucer's Parson (C. T. 1. 

17346), says,— 
"Why shuld 1 so wen draf out 

of my fist. 
When I may sowen wbete, if 

that me list r' 
fdrane (a. s.) 493, a drone 
drawen (a, s.) to draW' pret, s, 

drough, 89, 98. drogh, 280. 

487. drow, 375,p/. drowen. 

222. part pas, drawe, 175 
t drecchen (a. s.) 478, 480, to 

veXf grieve, oppress 
drede (a. s.) 434, to dread, fear, 

pres. s. he drat, 165. pret. s. 

dredde,280. pi. dradden, 429. 

imperat. dred, 17 
dredfully (a. s.) 252.fearfuUy, 

terrified 
dregges (a. s.) 419, dregs 
dremels (a. s.) 148, 247, a 

dream 
drenchen, drenche (a. s.) 154, 

237, to drown, pret. pi. a- 

dreynten, 198 
drevelen (a. s.) 175, to drivel 
drien (a. s.) 16, to 6c dry, thirsty 
drihte ( a. s. ) 262, hrd. drigb- 

te, 279 
drinken (a. s.) to drink, pret, s. 

drank, pi. dronken, 277, 
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dronke, 278. part, pas* dTpn- 
ken, y-dronke, 354 

dryven (a. 8.) to drive 

droghte (a. s.) 134, a drought, 
deficiency of wet 

dronklewe (a. s.) 156, drunken, 
given to drink. The word oc- 
curs in Chaucer, C. T. 1. 
7625,— 

*' Irous Cambises was, eke dron- 
kelew. 

And ay delighted him to ben a 
shrew." 

(It should probably be, and 
eke.) Again, (C, T. 1. 
12426)— 

" Seneca saith a good word 
douteles : 

He saith he can no difference 
find, 

Betwix a man that is out of his 
mind, 

And a man whiche that is dron- 
kelew" 

The word used by Seneca 
is ebrius 

drury (a. n.) 20, courtship, gal- 
lantry 

due {a,s.) 414, duke, p/. dukes, 
188 

fduen (a, N.) 496, to endue, or 
endow 

E. 

ecb (a. 8.) each, echone (i. e. 

each one) every one^ each 
edifie (a. n.) 371, to build 
cdwyte (a. s.) 99, to reproach, 

blame, upbraid 
eest, (a, s,) east 
eft (a. s.) 354, 371, again 



eggen (a. s.) 19, 386, to egg on, 

urge, incite 
egreliche (a. n.) 334, 418, 

sourly, bitterly 
t ey (a. 8.) 464, an egg 
eighe (a. s.) 180, 190, 306, pi. 

eighen, 5, 80, 127, eighes, 

33, the eye 
eylen (a. s.) to ail 
eyr (a. n.) air 
elde (a. s ) old age 
elenge (a. s.) 12, 179, 425. 

moumjul, sorromful. eleng- 

liche, 231, sorrowfully, in 

trouble 
eller (a. s.) 19, ellere, 168, an 

elder tree 
ellis (a. s.) 6, else, otherwise, 

at other times 
enbawmen {A.y.)to embalm, pret, 

s. enbawmed, 352 
enblaunchen (a.n .) 301 , to whiten 

over 
engyne (a. n.) 384, to contrive, 

lay a plan, catch 
engleymen (a.n.) 298, to 6«- 

slime 
engreyned (a. n.) 29, powdered 
enselen (a. n.) to put a seal to 
t entayled (a. n.) 462, carved 
entre-metten (a. n.) 226, 263, 

to intermeddle 
envenyme (a. n.) venom, poison 
er (a. 8.) before, formerly 
erchdekenes (a. n.) archdeacons 
ere (a. s.) pi. eris, the ear 
erien,erie, erye,(A.s.) 117,138, 

to plough, pret. pi. eriede, 411. 

part, past, eryed, 117 
eerl, pi. erles (a. s.) an earl 
emynge (a, s.) 418, running. 

see yeme 



.•392 



GLOSSARY, 



era (a. s.) 87, 180, 191, the 

fundament t podex 
erst (a. s.) first, nunt before, 

superL of er 
eschaunge (a. n.) exchange 
eschetes (a. n.) 75, escheats 
eae (a. n?) e>ise 
eten, ete, (a. s.) 385, to eat, 

fyret s. eet, 100, 136, 146, 

241, &c. pL eten, 114, 248, 

ete, 278. part. pas. eten, 354, 
t evelles (a.s.) 465, without evil. 
eyen{A,a.)equ^l, even-cristen, 

equal christian, or equal by 

baptism, evene, 76, evenly^ 

equally, evene forth, 356, 

equally 
t evesed (a. s.) 460, furnished 

with eaves 
evesynge (a. s.) 361, the ice 

which hangs on the eaves of 

houses 
ewage (a. n.?) 29, a kind of 

precious stone 
expounea (a.n.) 290, toexpound, 

explain 

F. 

fader (a. s.) 361, a father 

fayn (a. s.)/a»w» gl^d 

faiten (a. n.) 144, 308, to beg, 
idle, to flatter, pret, pi. faite- 
den,3. faityng, 115, deceiving 

faiterie (a. n.) 207, flattery, 
deception 

faitour (a. n.) a deceiver, an idle 
lazy fellow, a flatterer 

faithly (a. n.) 400, truly, pro- 
perly 

fallen (a. s.) to fall. pres. s. he 
falleth. pret. s. fel, 280, 297, 
fil, 278, 312, 374, fiUe, 285, 



336,p2.fellen, felle, 336,388. 
part. pas. fallen, 375 

{aila (^A.Tn.) false, falseness, fals- 
hede, falsehood. falsUche, 
390,faUly 

fangen (a. s.) Ill, fonge, 282, 
336, to take, take hold of. jrret. 
s, under-feng, 19, under-fon- 
ged, 209. part. past, under- 
fongen, 115, 211 

ftiren, fere, (a. s.)197, togojare. 
pret,s. ferde, 443, pi. fenien, 
168. part, pas, faren, 77, 
123, 228 

fare (a. s.) 376, pro':eeding, 
manner of going on, fare 

fasten (a. s.) to fast 

fauchon (a. n.) 295, a sword, 
falchion 

faunt (a. n.) 134, 144, 336, 
403. a child, infant 

launtekyn (a. n.) 259, a yming 
child (1) 

faunteltee, fauntelt^ (a.n.) 204, 
304, childishness (?) 

faute, pi. fautes (a. n.) 179, 
afault 

fail ten (a. n.) to vjant. pret. 
faated, 163 

farel (a. n.) 28, 30, deception b^ 
flattery f cajolery 

feble (a. n.) 355, feeble, weak 

fecchen (a. s.) 39, 385, 410, 
to fetch, pres. s, I fecche, tliow 
fettest, 390. pret. s, fet, fette, 
36, 104, 202,385. pLfetten, 
134. part. pas. fet, 444. fette 
water at hise eighen, threw 
toater at his eyes ; to fetch a 
thing at another, for, to throw, 
is an expression stUl in use 

feden (a. s.) to feed 
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fee (a. s.) property ^ money, fee 
feere (a. s.) 367, pi, teeres, 

feeris, companion 
feere (a. s.) 256, 367, 376/«ar 
feet (a. n.) 26, a deed, fact 
feffement (a. n.) 32, enferfment 
feffen (a. n.) 33,37, toinfeof to 

fee, present 
feynen (a. n.) to feign, dUsembie 
feyntise (a. s.) 77, faintness, 

weakness 
feire (a. n.) a fair 
fel (a. s.) skin 
fele (a. s.) many, fele fold, 

mantjlfold 
fellen (a.s.) to fell, kill 
felonliche (a. n.) 390, like a 

felon, in manner of n felon 
t fen (a. s.) 476, mud, mire 
fend, pi. fendes (a. s.) a fend, 
devil, fyndekynes, 391, little 
fiends 
fenel-seed (a. s.) 95, the seed of 
sweet-fennel was formerly used 
as a spice 
fenestra (a. n.) 285, 370, a 

window 
fer (a. B,)far 
fere (a. s.) 140, to frighten 
ferly (a. s.) pi. ferlies, a wonder, 

196, 253, 376 
ferie (a. n.) 270, week-day 
ferme (a. n.) 403, adv. firmly 
farmed (a. n.) 177, strengthened 
fernyere (a. s.) 103, 228, in 

farmer times 
fermerye (a. n.) 253, the in- 
firmary 
tferrer (a. s.) 463, /urtA«r 
ierthe (a, s.) \\Z, fourth. 
festnen (a. s.) to fasten, part, 
pat. fast, 35 



fast3nige (a. v.) feasting 

festu (a. n.) 190, a mote in the 
eye, (festuca, lat,) 

fetisliche, 28, fetisly, 38, (a. n.) 
elegantly, neatly, featously 

fibicches(A. N.?)186(?) 

tfichewes (a. s.) 468, a kind of 
weaselfCaWed afitchet inSbrop- 
shire 

ffyen (a. n.) 487, to say^fy! 
The exclamation, fy! was 
originally one of disgust, oc- 
casioned by anything that 
stunk, according to the old 
distich (MS. Cotton, Cleop. 
B. ix. fol. 11, v°. of the thir- 
teenth cent.) — 

*' Phi, nota/ie tor u,lippus gravis 
omnibus horis. 

Sit phi, sit lippus semper procul , 
ergo Philippus!" 

fiers (a, n.) proud, fierce 

tighten (a. s.) to fight, pret, s, 
faught, 391, 402. pi. fough- 
ten. part.jwis.y-foughte, 126, 
386 

fyle (a. n.) 86, daughter, girl, 
apparently used here in the 
sense of a common woman ; as 
they say now in French, elle 
n^est qu*une fiUe, she is no 
better than a strumpet 

fyn (a. n.) 403, ^n«, clever 

fynden (a.s.) to find, to furnish, 
pres. s, he fynt, 73, 146, 305, 
367. pret.s. fond, foond,219, 
304,312 

fir (a. s.) 360, fire. fuyT,fire 

fithele {A. N.) 272, to fiddle. 
fithele, 165, a fiddle 

flappen (a. s.) to strike with a 
Jiail, or with any fi^t loose 
Q Q 
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weapon. jnreU pL flapten, 
128 

flatten (a. n.) to slap, pret. «. 

flfttte, 104 
flawmbe, flaambe (a. n.) 360, 

362, aflame 
flawme (a. s.) 243, to emit a 

fetid exhalation (?) 
flawmen (a. n.) 361, to flame. 

flawmynge, 360^ flaming 
He, 40, fleen, 168, 366, (a. s.) 

to fly, pret,s. fleigb, 40. 351, 

353, 402. 435. pi. flowen, 

42, 128. fleddea, 42 
fleckede (a. s.) 222, spotud 
flesshe (a. s.) flesh 
fleten (a. s.) 237, to float, ewim 

involuntarily 
flittynge (a. s.) 206, disputingy 

flyting 
flobre (A. 8. ?) 274, to Uobber (V) 
floryn (a. n.) 74, a florin (a gold 

coin) 
♦flurichen ( A. x.) 479, toflourish 
fode (a. a.) food 
ffoynes (a. n.) 468, a kind of 

martin t of which the fur vxis 

used for dresses 
fold, foold (a. 8.) 24, 141, 243, 

the world, the earth 
fole (a. s.)foal 
t foUoke (a. s.) 489 (?) 
foluyle(A. N.)410(?) 
folwe, folwen, (a. s.) 355, to 

follow, pres. pL folwen. pret, 

s. folwed, folwede, 353. pL 

folwede, 301. part, past, fol- 

wed 
folwere, (a. s.) follower 
fonden (a. s.) 238, to try, tempt, 

inquire, pret, s, fonded, fon- 

dede,315, 344, 353 



fongen, see fangen 

fongynge (a. s.) 291, tempta- 

tionSf undertakings 
foot (a. 8,) foot, fbote, 314, on 

foot 
for (a. a.) for, for that, because, 

for-tbi, because, therefore 
for-, in composition in verbs 
derived from tbe Anglo- 
Saxon, conveys tbe idea of 
privation or deterioration, 
and answers to the modem 
German ver-. It is preserved 
in a few words in oar lan- 
guage, such as forbid, far- 
hear, forlorn, &c. The fol- 
lowing instances occur in 
Piers Ploughman: — 
for-bete (a. s.) to beat down, 

beat to pieces, or to death, 

beat entirely, part . past, for- 

beten, 436 
for-bode (a. s.) denial, for- 

bidding 
for-biten (a. s.) 332, to hiu to 

pieces 
for-doon, for-do (a. s.) 78, 

163, 371, to-undo. ruin. 

pret. s. for-dide, 340, 390. 

part, jwut. for-do, 262, for- 
doon, 371 
for-faren (a. s.) 303, to go to 

ruin, perish, to fare ill 
for-freten (a. s.) 332, to eat to 

pieces 
tfor-gabben (a. ic.) 488, to 

mock 
fbr-yeten (a.s.) 362, to forget. 

pret. s. for-yat, 205 
for-gyven (a. s.) to forgive. 

pret, s. for-jraf, 374. part, 

pas. for-gyve, 365 
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for-glutten (a.s.) 178, to de- 
vour, swallow up 

for-pjnede (a. s.) 126, pined 

or starved to death, wasted 

away^ niggardly: Chaucer, 

C. 1. 1. 1453, 

** In derkenesse and horrible and 

strong prison 
This seven yere hath sitten 

Palamon, 
For-pined, what for love and 

for distressed' 
And C. T. 1. 205, 
*^ He was not pale as afor-fined 

gost." 

In this latter place Tyr- 
whit seems to interpret it 
as meaning tormented. 

for*shapen (a. s.) to unnuike, 
pret. s. for-shapte, 365 

for-sleuthen (a. s.) 103, to 
be spoilt from lying idle 

for-stallen (a. s.) 68, to hin- 
der, forestall, stop 

for-sweren (a. s.)170, to per- 
jure^ swear falsely, part, 
pas* forsworen, 418, for- 
swcm 

for-thynken (a. s.) 167, to 
repenty beg pardon 

fbr-wandred (a. s.) 1, worn 
out with wandering abaut 

for-wanye (a. s.) 79, to spoil 

tfor-werd (a. s.) 476, 494, 
worn out 

for-yelden (a.s.) 133, 257, 
to make a return for a thing, 
repay 
forbisne (as.) 152, an example, 

similitude, parable 
forceres (a. n.) 186, cojfers 
fore- ward, for- ward, for-warde 



(a. s.) 65, 1 19, 206, a bargain , 
promise 

for-goer (a. s.) 39, a goer be- 
fore 

for-goers (a. s.) 31 (?) 

formest (a. s.) 186, 409, Jirst, 
foremost 

tformfaderes (a. s.) 498, ^r«t 
fathers 

formour (a. n.) 160, 358, crea- 
tor, maker 

forreyour (a. n.) 430, a scout, 
forager 

forster (a. n.) 354, a forester 

t forytoures, 495, perhaps an 
error of the press for fau- 
toures 

forwit (a. s.) 87, prescience, fore- 
thought, anticipation 

fostren (a. s.) 360, to foster 

foulen (a s.) 414, todefoul 

fowel (a. s.) a fowl, bird 

fraynen (a. s.) to ask, enquire, 
question, pret. 8. frayned, 18, 
109,161,341,370 

tfraynyng (a. s.) 452, question- 
ing 

frankeleyn (a. n.) 398, a large 
freeholder, in rank in society 
classed with, but after, the 
miles and armiger. See I'yr- 
whit's note on the Canter- 
bury Tales, 1. 333. 

frayel (a. n.) 252, a wicker bas- 
ket. See note. In the Ro- 
mance of Richard Coeur de 
Lion, 1. 1547, King Richard 
says,— 

" Richard aunsweryth, with 
herte free, 

Off froyt there is gret plenty ; 

Fyggys, raysyns, in [a] frayel, 
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And notes may serire us fol 

wel." 
fraytour (a. n.) 192, 463, re- 
fectory 
freke (a.s.) 74, 87. 130, 132, 

188. 203, 246, 260,341 . man, 
fellow 
frele (a. n,) frail 
freletee (a. n.) 46, frelete, 367, 

frailty 
fremmed (a. s.) 303, strange 
frere (a. n.) a friar, brother 
frete (a. s.) 4, 265, to fret 
frete, freten (a. s.) 33, to eat, 

devour, pret. s. freet, 381 
fretien (a. s.) to adorn, part. 

p. fretted 
fryth (a. 8.) 224, 241, 355, an 

inclosed wood 
frythed (a. s.) 112, wooded 
frounces (a. n.) 265, tuTinkles 
fullen (a. s.) 322, to full cloth 
fuUen (a. s.) 17 6, to become full 
fullen (A. s.) to baptize, pret. s. 

foUede, 321. part. past, y- 

fulled, 398 
fullynge (a. s.) 244, 322, 398, 

baptizing, baptism 
furwe (a. s.) a furrow 
fust (a. s.) 356, the fist 

G. Y. 

gabben (a. n.) 53, to joke, trifle, 
tell ta les . gabbyng (a . n.) 423, 
joking, idle talk 

gadelyng, 434, gedelyng, 165, 
pi. gedelynges, 171, gade- 
lynges (a. s. ) 68, a vagabond. 
In Anglo-Saxon the word 
gadeling means a companion, 
or associate, apparently with- 



out any bad sense. Thus the 
romance of Beowulf speaks 
of the armour of one of the 
heroes, 
" |»aet Onela for-geaf, 
his gsdelinges 
gu^-ge-wa;du." 
which Onela had given Mm, 
the vMr-weeds of his comrade, 
the ready implements of tear. 
This, and most of the other 
similar Anglo-Saxon words, 
applied to their heroes and 
warriors, became degraded 
under the Anglo-Normans. 
We may mention as other 
examples, the words, /e/Zotb, 
renk, grom, wye, &c. 
t gaynage (a. n.) 462, prcfit 
gaynesse (a. n) 178, gaiety 
galoche (a. n.) 370, a shoe. The 

word occurs in Chaucer, 
galpen (a. s.) 252, to belch 
gamen (a. s.) play 
gangen, gauge (a. s.) to go 
r garites (a. s.) 463, garrets 
gamementz {a.v.)^79, garments, 

ornaments 
gare (a. s.) to make, cause, to 
do a thing, pret. s. garte, 22, 
80, 135,321, gart, 84, gerte, 
428 
gate (a. s.) 67, 171, 383, way, 
going, go thi gate, 351, 445, 
go thy way. this ilke gate, 
354, this same way 
yate (a.s.) 385, 406, a gate 
geaunt (a. n.) 384, a giant 
gentile ('a. n.) 26, 174, 175, 
j gentle, genteel 
gentilliche (a. K. )44,^auti/it%, 
I finely, genteelly 
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gentrie (a. n.) 370, gentility 
gerl (a. s.) pi. gerles, girles, 
gerlis, 17, 184, 369, youth of 
either sex. In the Coventry 
Mystery of the Slaughter of 
the Innocents (p. 181), one 
of the knights engaged in the 
massacre, says,— ^ 
" I xall sle scharlys. 
And qwenys with therlys, 
Here knave gerlys 

I xal steke. 
Forthe wyl I spede. 
To don hem hlede, 
Thow gerlys grede. 

We xul be wreke." 
gemer (a. n.) gamer 
gesene (a. s.l) 262, rare, scarce. 
In the version of the Seven 
Penitential Psalms, edited 
by Mr. Black, p. 31, we 
have, — 
" False othys ben not getoun," 
gesse (a. s.) a guess, up gesse, 

102, upon guess, hy guess 
gest, pi. gestes (a. n.) a deed, 

history, tale 
gest (a. s.) 312, a guest 
geten, gete (a. s. ) to get. pres. pi, 
geten. prei. s. gat, thow gete, 
386, 389, 390, getest, 390. 
part, past, geten, 375, gete, 
403 
yiftes (a. s.) 49, gifts 
gyle (a. 8.) guile, deceit 
gilour (a. s.) a deceiver 
gyn (a. n.) 384, a trap, ma- 
chine, contrivance 
gynful (a. n.) 1^6, full of tricks 

or contrivances 
gynnen ( a .8.) to begin, pret. sing. 
gan,2.p^gonne, 158,gonneD, 



262. gynxiYng, beginning. The 
preterite is frequently used 
as an auxiliary verb to form 
with others a kind of imper- 
fect orpreterite,as, gan drawe, 
352, drew; gan despise, 374, 
despised 

gyen (a. n.) 39, to rule 

gyour.(A. N.) 421, 429, a ruler, 
leader 

girden (a. s.) 40, to cast, strike, 
pret. s. girte, 99. In the se- 
cond Towneley Mystery of 
the Shepherds, p. 115, Mak 
says, " If I trespas eft, gyrd 
of my heede." 

gyteme (a. n.) 260, a gittern, a 
musical instrument, resem- 
bling, or identical with, the 
modem guitar. 

gyven (a, s.) to give. pres. pi. 
gyven. pret. sing, gaf, yaf, 
387. part, past, yeven, y- 
gyve, 37 

gyven (a. s.) 436, to fetter, 
bind in gyves 

tgladdyng (a. s.) 4Sl, merry (?) 

gladen, 404, gladie, 384 (a. s.), 
to gladden, cause joy to. pret. 
s. gladede, 435 

tglaverynge (a. n.) 454, 492, 
smooth, slippery, flattering 

glazene (a. s.) 435, glazed (?) 

glee (a, s.) tiie performance of 
the minstrel orjor^leur 

gle-man (a. s.) 98, 165, a min- 
strel 

glede, glade (a. s.) 94, 361, 
a spark, glowing ember 

tgleym ( ) 479 (?) 

tgloppynge (a, s.) 456, sucking 
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glosen (a. n.) to ght$, para- 

phraut comment 
gloton (a. N.) a glutton 
i^lotonye (a. n.) gluttony 
glubbeir (a. s.) to suck in, gob- 
ble up, part, pas, y-glubbed, 
97, sucked in. glubbere, 162, 
a glutton 
gnawen (a. s.) to gnaw 
t gode (a. s.) 476, a goad 
goky (a. s.) 220, a gawky, clown 
goliaxYieis (a. n.) 9, one who 
gains his living by following 
rich men's tables, and telling 
tales and making sport for the 
ffuests. See on this word the 
Introduction to the Poems of 
Walter Mapes. It occurs in 
Chaucer, C. T. 1. 662,—- 
** He was a jangler and a goli- 

ardeis. 
And that was mostof sinne and 

harlotries." 
gome (A. s.) 257, 263, 267, 288, 
308,312,350,354,382, 403, 
a man 
gomme (a. n.) gum 
goon (a. s.) 37, to go. pres, s, 
hegooth, 354. p/.gon,goon, 
303. pret. sing, wente. pi, 
wenten, 233, 321 
goost (a. s.) spirit, ghost 
goostliche (a. s.) 421 , spiritually 
gorge (a. n.) 176, 177, the 

throat, moudi 
gos (a. s.) pi, gees, a goose 
gothelen (a. s.) 97, 252, to 
grumble (as is said of the belly) 
gowe (a. s.) 14 (1) 
graffen (a. n.) 85, to graft 
t graith (a. s.) 453, 464, the 
truth (1) 



graitbe (a. s.) 27, ready, pre- 
pared 
graithen (a. s.) to prepare, make 

ready, i part. pas. y-greixhed, 

462, 487. graythed, 491 
graithly (a. s.) 386. grayth- 

liche, 482, readily, speedily 
graunt (a. n.) 353, great 
graven (a. n.) to engrave, part. 

pas, grave, 73, engraved 
gravynge (a. n.) engraving, 

sculpturing 
graven (a.n.) 206, to put in grave 
greden (a. s.) 32, 47, to cry out, 

shout, make a noise, pret. s. 

thowgraddest, 421, he grad- 

de, 335, 448 
gree (a. n.) 375, pleasure, will 
greete (a. s.) lOO, to lament 
greyne (a. s.) 412, 415, o^roin, 

seed 
greten (a. s.) 97, 379, to greet. 

pret. s, grette, 186, 344. 446 
gretter (a. s.) greater 
greven (a. n.) 354, to grieve 
grys (a. 8.) 14, 68. 134, pigs. 

See the story of Will Gris 

in the Lanercost Chronicle 
grys (a, n.) 308, o kind of fur 
tgrysliche (a.s.) 485,/«i^% 
grom (a. s.) 99, man: hence 

the modem groom 
grote (a. n.) 51, a groat, a coin 

of the value offourpence 
grucchen, grucche (a. s.) to 

grudge 

U 

hailsen (a. s.) to salute, pres.s. 
hailse, 83. pret, hailsed, 148, 
151 
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hajward (a. n.) 415, a man em- 
ployed to watch and guard the 
inclosed fieldst or hays. An 
illustration of tliis word will 
be found in the passage from 
Whitaker's text given in the 
Note on 1. 2473 

hakke (a. s.) 420, tofollow, run 
after, cut along after 

Lalf (a. s.) half\ side 

halie (a. s.) 156, to hard 

faals (a. s.) the neck 

halwe (a. s.) 327, to hallow, 
consecrate f make holy 

hamlen (a. s.) ipart. pas. y- 
hamlea, 468, to tie or attach (?) 

handy dandy (a. s.) 69, the ex- 
pression still used in Shrop- 
shire and Herefordshire 

hange, honge (a. s.) 348, 384, 
to hang (intransitive), pret. s. 
hanged, 19 

hange, hangen (a. s.) 39, 392, 
to hang (transitive), pret, pL 
hengen, 25 

hanylons (a. n.) 181, the wUes 
{fa fox. See Sir Fredeiick 
Maaden*s Glossary to Gaw- 
awyn (v. hamlouneZt) who 
quotes the following lines 
from the Boke of St. Al- 
bans: 

** And yf your houndes at a 
chace renne there ye hunte. 

And the beest beg3m to renne, 
as hartes ben wonte. 

Or for to hanylon, as dooth the 
foxe wyth his gyle. 

Or for to crosse, as the roo 
doth otherwhyle." 

hanselle (a. s.) 96. gift, reward, 
bribe. It is used in the allite- 



rative poem on the Deposi- 
tion of Richard II. p. 30, — 

*' Some parted as perte. 

As provyd well after, 

And clappid more for the coyne 

That the kyng owed hem, 

Thanne ffor comfibrte of the 
comyne 

That her cost paied. 

And were behote hansell. 

If they helpe wolde." 

hardy (a. n.) 413, bold, hardy, 
courageouh. hardier, 354, more 
bold 

bardie (a. n.) 321, to encourage, 
embolden 

harewe (a. s.) 412, a harrow 

harewen, harewe (a. s.) 412, 
414, to harrow, pret. hare- 
wede, ib, 

harlot (a. n.) 175, 270, 271, 
303, 354, a blackguard, person 
of infamous life. The word 
was used in both genders. It 
appears to have answered ex- 
actly to the French ribaud, as 
Chaucer in the Romance of 
the Rose translates roy des 
r^vlx, by king of harlots. 
Chaucer says of the Somp- 
nour, (C. T. 1. 649),— 

" He was a gentil harlot and a 
kind ; 

A better felaw shulde a man not 
find. 

He wolde suffre for a quart of 
wine, 

A good felaw to have his con- 
cubine 

A twelvemonth, and excuse him 
at the full." 
This passage gives us a re- 
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markable tnit of the character 
of the ribald, or harlot, who 
formed a pecoliar class of 
mMdle-age society. Among 
some old glosses in the Re- 
liquis Antiqus (rol.i. p. 7), 
we find '* fcurra, a harlotte." 
In the Coventry Mystery of 
the Woman taken in Adul- 
tery (p. 217), it is the young 
man who is caught with the 
woman, and not the woman 
herself, who is stigmatised as 
a harlot. 

harpen (a. s.) to harp, pret. s. 
harpeden, 394 

harrow (a. n.) 430, an exclama- 
tion, or rawer a cry, said to 
have been peculiar to the Nor- 
mans, the origin and deriva- 
tion of which have been the 
subject of much discussion 
among antiquaries. It was 
the cry which every one was 
bound to raise and repeat, 
when any murder, theft, rob- 
bery, or other violent crime, 
was attempted or perpetrated, 
in order that the offenders 
might be hindered or secured. 
It was afterwards used in any 
great tumult or disorder, and 
became a general exclamation 
of peraons wanting help. (See 
Ducange, in v.Haro.) In the 
Towneley Mysteries (p. 14) 
when Cain finds that his offer- 
ing will not bum, he cr^es, — 

*' We, out ! haro ! help to blaw ! 

It wille not bren for me, I traw." 

haspen (a . s.^ to clasp, y-hasped, 
26 



hastilokest (a. n.) 434? 

quiddy, speedily, hastily. 
hat«i (a. s.) to call, order, pres. 

s. 1 hote. pret, s. highte, heet, 

445. part. pas. y-hote,hoten, 

hote, called, ordered 
haten (a. s.) to be called or naaied. 

ptes. s. hatte, is caUedt I hatie, 

260, am ca/M. pret. s. highte, 

vMsaUied 
hater (a. s.) 273, dress 
haterynge (a. s.) 299, dresang, 

attire 
hatien (a. s.) 179, to hate 
haven, have, han (a. s.) to have. 

pres. pi. han. pret. s. hadde, 

pi. hadden, hadde 
haver (a. s.) oats, 134. an haver 

cake, an oat -cake 
heed (a. s.) t^ head, see heved 
heele (a. s.) health 
beep (a. 8.) a heap 
hegge, pi. hegges, (a. s.) a hedge 
heigh (a. s.) high 
t he3me (a.n.) 466, hatred (?) 
heyre (a. s.) hair. gen. hens, 

193, hair's 
hole, heele (a. s.) health 
hele (a. s.) 150, a heel 
helen (a. s.) B7, 445, helien, 

241, to conceal, hide 
helen, heele, 355 (a. s.) to heal, 

pret. s. heeled, 337. an heljmg, 

355, in healing, in the course 

of recovering his heahh 
helpen, heipe (a. s.) to help, 

pret. s. halp, 403, 418, pi, 

holpen,123. part, poj.holpen, 

75, 303.338, holpe, 115 
hem (a. s.) them 
hemselve (a. s.) themselves 
hende (a. s.) 308, gentle, polite. 



GLOSSARY, 



601 



hendenesse, 398, gentleness, 
'Worthiness, hendely, hendi- 
licbe, 44, politely , gently 
hennes (a. s.) heaw, from this 

time 
henten, hente (a. s.) to take, seite. 

pret. s. hente, hent, 435 
herand (a. n.) a herald 
herberwe (a. s.) a harbour 
herberwen (a. s.) to harbour, 
shelter, pret. s.herberwed, 352 
herexnite (a.n.) a hermit 
heren, here (a. s.) to hear, pret. 
s. herde. imperat, y-beer, 356 
heme (a. b.) 42, 393, a comer 
herte (a. s.) the heart 
heste (a. s.) a commandment 
•*' hethen (a. s.) 475, hence 
t hetheved (a. s.) 469, head 
hethjmesse (a. s.) 321 , heathsn- 

ness, paganism, idolatry 

heved (a. s.) a head, heed, 352 

Lewe, 110, pi, hewen, 71, 173, 

281 (a. 8.) a hu^ndman, a 

workman 

hewe, pi, hewes (a. s.) 224, hsie, 

colour 
hiden (a. s.) to hide, pret, s. 
hidde4 354. part.pas,j'hudde, 
199 
t hyen (a. 8.) 475, to hie, go, 

pret. s, hiede, 444 
hyere (a. 8.) higher 
hii (a. 8.) they 
hil, pi. huUes (a. s.) a hill 
hilen (a. s.)113, to cover over, 
pret s, hiled, 241, pi, hileden, 
223 
hynde (a. 8.) 311, a doe, female 

deer 
byne (a. s.) servant, serf, rustic, 
labourer 



hyne, 72, 268 (1) 

hippynge (a. s.) 351, hopping 

hire (a. 8.) their 

hir (a. 8 ) of' tiiem, The^en. 
pi. of he. hir neither, 67, nei- 
ther cf^iem, hir eyther, 212, 
446, either of them, hir noon, 
237 , none of them, hir oon for- 
dooth hir oother, 373, one of 
them destroys the other of them 

huyre (a. s.) Ill, hire, wages 

his, pi. hise (a. s.) his, 

hitten (a. s. ) to hit. pret. s. hite, 
86, hitte, 96 

thod(A. 8.) 476, a flood 

t hok-shynes (a. s.) 476, crooked 
shins, hok seems almost su- 
perfluous : the shin towards 
the hock or ancle 1 

holden (a. s.) to hold. pres. s, 
he halt, 354, 357, pi, holde, 
15, holden, 18. pret. s. heeld, 
156,206,p^helden,294,4l8. 
438. part. pas. y-holden, 358, 
holden, y-bolde, 440, 441 

hool (a. s.) pi, hole, 392, whole, 
entire, hooly, wholly, holly, 
396, wholly, t hoUich, 452, 
wholly 

homliche (a. s.) 179 , from house 
to house 

hoom (a. s.) home, the viker 
hadde fer hoom, 424, the vicar 
had far to go home 

hoor, pi. hore, 144 (a. s.) hoary. 
as boor as an hawethom, 341 

hoord (a. s.) a hoard 

boors (a. s.) 367, hoarse 

boot (a. 8.) 360, hot 

hopen (a. s.) 329, to expect, hope 

boper (a. s.) 120, the hopper of 
a mill 
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hore (a. 8.) 75, pi, hoores, 299, 

faoFM, 303, a whore 
t homes (a. s.) 461, comers 
bostele (a. n.) 355, to give 

lodging, to receive into an inn 
bofitiler (a. n.) 352, 355, the 

keeper of a hottelry, or inn 
hostrie (a. n.) 352, a hostelry, 

inn 
houpen (a. s.) 127, to hoop, shout 
houres (a.n. heures, Lat, horae,) 

the Romi^ service 
housel (a. 8.) 419, the sacrament 

of the Ewsharist 
houselen (a. 8.) to receive the 

Eucharist.part. past, housled, 

396, 424,houseled,4]9 
hoven (a. s.) 13, to tarry, hover, 

dtoelL pret. s, hoved, 374 
howve (a. 8.) pi. howves, 13, 

60, 4o5y a cap or hood 
huccbe (a. s.) 72, a hutch, chest 
huge (a. s.) 216, great 
hukkeiye (a. a.) 90, huckstry 
hunten (a. s.) to hunt, part. pas, 

y-honted, 41 
huppe (a. 8.) 327, to hop 

I. Y. 

ic, ich, ik (a. s.) I 

t ich (a. s.) each, f ichon, 479, 

Mch one, see ech 
ydel (a. s.) idleness, vanity, on 

ydel, in vain 
t iis (a. s.) 476, iee 
ilke (a. s.) same 
impe (a. n.) 85, a sprig, twig 

growing from the root (f a tree 
impen, ympen (a. n.) 85, to 

graft, t part, past, jmped, 

469, grafted 



in going (a. b.) 1 15, entrance 
inne (a. s.) the adverbial £6nn 

of in 
inne (a. b.) a lodging, hence our 

inn 
inwit (a. s.) 160, 162, 364, 
conscience, interior understan- 
ding, with inwit and outwit, 
263 
yren (a. s.) 288, iron 
yBekeles (a. s.) 361, icicles 



jangeleres, jangleris (a. v,) 3, 
175, praters. It is often sy- 
nonimous or identical with 
jogelours, jongleurs^ or min- 
sttv/s, as in tibe Romance of 
Alexander (Weber, p. 142), 

'^ No scholde mon have herd the 
thondur. 

For the noise of the taboures, 

And the trumpours and Jange- 
lours," 

jangle (a. n.) 9, 33, 74, 136, 
164, 251, 337^ 339, tojangU, 
to talk emptily, prate 

janglynge (a. n.) 169, 419, 
jangling, empty taUdng, non- 
sense 

jape (a. s.) 433, a jest 

japen (a. s.) 19, 33, 260, to 
jest, mock, cajole, part, past- 
japed, 371 

japer, pi, japeres, japeris (a. s.) 
3, 164, 175, a jester, mocker 

Jewe, gen, pi, Jewen, 19, 
Jewene, 384, 402, a Jew 

jogele (a. n.) 260, to play the 
minstrelj or jongleur 
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jogelour (a. n.) 121, 175, a 
mitutrelf jongleurf one who 
played rmyuntebank tricks 
Joake (a. s.) 336, to rest, dwell 
Joute (a. N.) S6, a battle f combat 
jugge (a. n.) a judge 
juggen (a. n.) 290, 427, to judge 
Juraan (a. n.) 251, a pot. At a 
later period the word was 
only applied to a chamber-pot, 
as in Shakespeare 
juste (a. n.) 251, justes, 351, 
352, 370, ajaiut, battle, tour- 
nament 
justen, juste (a. n.) 336, 370, 
374, to joust, tiltf {in a tour- 
nament^ pret, s. justed, 340, 
justede, 380 
justere (a. n.) 396, one who 
goes tojustSf engages in tour- 
naments 
justice (a. N.) 404, to judge 
juttes (a. n.?) 201, low persons 
juventee (a. n.) 402, youth 
juwise (a. n.) S92, judgment, 
fromjudicium 

K. See under C. 



lachesse (a. n.) 153, negUgence 

ladde, pL laddes, 398, {a, s) a 
low common person 

t laiche (a. s.) 486, to catch, 
obtain, see lakke 

layk(A. s.)287,p/ay 

laiken (a. s.) 1 1, to play. The 
writer of the Romance of 
Kyng Alisaunder, in des- 
cribing a battle (Weber, p. 
159), says, — 



** There was sweord lakkyng,^* 
i, e. there was playing mth the 
sword. Weber, in his Glos- 
sary, has very wrongly ex- 
plained it by licking. It 
is the Anglo-Saxon poetic 
phrase, sweorda ge-lac, the 
play of swords 

lakke (a. s.) 189, a fault, a 
lack, or something d^cient or 
wanting 

lakken, lacche (a, s.) 31, 40, 
130, 220, 260, 309, 333, to 
obtain, catch, take. pret. s, 
laughte, 357, 388, 434. part, 
act, lacchynge, 21 

lakken (a. s.) 85, 130, 185, 
189,208, 214,234,263,307, 
309, 329, 411, to mock, to 
blame, or reproach, pret, pi, 
lakkede, 294. part. pas. y-lak- 
ked, 29 

lakken (a. s.) 46, 218, 219, 
262, 310, 365, 423, to lack, 
to be wanting, pret, s. lakkede, 
402, toas Ufanting 

lambren (a. s.) 307, lambs. So 
Lydgate (Minor Poems, ed. 
Halliwell), p. 169,— 

" Takith to his larder at whet 
price he wold. 

Of gretter lambren, j., ij., or 
thre. 

In wynter nyghtis frostis bien 
so colde. 

The sheppard slepithe, God lete 
hym never the \" 

lang (a. s.) long 

lape (a. s.) 426, to lap, as a dog 

large (a. n.) 398, largess (?) 

lasse (a. 8.) less 

late, lete, 76, 386, to let, pres, i. 
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leet, 305, 384. fnret. s. leet, 

25, 74, 127, 209. 346, pL 

leten, lete, 294, 393. tubj. s. 

late 
t lath ( .) 476. Perhaps an 

error of the old edition for 

lav? 
flatim (a. n.) 462, a mixed 

metal of the a^cur of brass 
langhen (a. s.) 439, to laugh. 

pret. s. lough, 423. part. pas. 

lowen, 82 
lannde (a. n.) 155, 183, 312, 

a plain, level space clear of 

trees in the midst of' a forest, 

lawn 
lave (a. N.) 273, to wash 
lavendrye (a. n.) 306, waging 
tlavoures (a. n.) 462, lovers, 

ewers, basins to receive water 
leaat^ (a. n.) loyalty 
leche (a. s.) 443, a phyacian 
lechecraft (a. s.) 336. 435, the 

art of healing, medicine 
lechen (a. s.) 261 , to cure, pret 

s. leched, 337 
leden, lede (a. s.) 355, 393, to 

lead. pret. s. ladde, 352. part. 

act. ledynge. part, pas. lad, 

160. 246 
ledene (a. s.) 242, 243. speech, 

language. This is applied, as 

here, to birds, by Chaucer, 

C.T. 10749: 
** This faire kinges doughter 

Canace, 
That on hire finger bare the 

queinte ring, 
Thurgh which she understood 

wel every thing 
I'bat any foule may in his leden 

sain. 



And ooude answere him in his 

Uden again." 
ledes (a. s.) 326, people attach- 
ed to the land, peasants 
leef (a. 8.) dear, love, his leef, 

his dear 
leef (a. s.) 301 , pi. leves, a leaf 
leelly (a. n.) 19, lelly.45. 146. 

loyally ,faithf idly, leele, lele, 

loyal, lelest, 349, miht loyal 
leere, lere (a.s.) 15, 173, cou»- 

tenance, mien, complexion 
leggen (a. s.) 30, 133,235, 306. 

426, leyen, 374, to lay, to bet, 

{to lay down a wager), pret. s. 

leide, 362, 372, 432, leyde, 

98, 436 
legistre (a. n.) 139. a legist, 

one skWed in the law 
ley, pl.leyes (a. s.) 138, a lea, 

(Lat. saltus) 
leye (a. s.) 360, 364,^me 
leme (a. s.) 376, 377, brightntss 
lemman (a. s.) pi. lemmannes, 

303, a stoeetheart, nustress 
lene (a. s.) lain 
lenen, lene (a. s.) to give; hence 

ouilend. pret.lened,2^. part. 

past, lent, 275 
lenen (a. s.) to lean. pret. s. 

lened. 369 
lenore (a. s.) 27, 421, to rest, 

remain, reside Umg in a place, 

pret. 5. lenged, 151. iprei.pl. 

lengeden, 469, c{we/t,remained 
Lenten (a. s.) Lent 
lenten (a. s.) 369, a linden tree 
leode (A. s.) 352, people, a per- 
son, whence our lad 
lepen (a. s.) 41, 236, to leap. 

pret. s. leep, 10, 41. lope, 71 , 

lepe,107 , lepte, 434. pL lopen , 
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14, 22, 86, lope, 74. part, pas, 
lopen, 88 
leperis (a, s.) leapers, loud 
leperis her emyteB, hermits who 
leap or toander over different 
lands 

lered (a. s.) 45, learned, edu- 
cated, clergy 

leren (a.s.) 146, to teach, pres, 
he lereth. pret, lerned, 146, 
412, lered, 292, 336, 410 

leme (a. s.) 350, 351, 437, 441 , 
to learn, part, pas, y-lerned, 
141 

lesen (a. s.) to lose, pres. s, lese, 
lees, 107, 148. part, act, le- 
synge. part, pas. lost, lore, 
374,y-lorn, 388 

lese (a.s.) 121, to glean. The 
word is still used in Shrop- 
shire and Herefordshire 

lesynge (a. s.) 66, 387, 388, a 
lie, fable, falsehood 

lethi (a. s.) 184, hateful 

letten, leten,lette(A. s. ) 352,435, 
to hinder, to tarry, pret. s, lette, 
368, letted, 335. part. past. 
letted, 418. lettere, 19, a hin- 
derer. lettyng, a hindrance 

lettrede (a. n.) 49, lettered, 
learned, y-lettrede, learned, 
instructed 

lettrure (a. n.') learning, scrip- 
ture, literature 

leve ( A. s.) 385, leave, permission 

leve (a. s.) pL leeve, dear, pre- 
cious, levere, dearer, rather. 
leveste, levest, 364, dearest 

lered (a. s.) 300, leaved, covered 
with Ifaves 

leren (a. s.) 299, 301, to leave, 
pret, s, lafte, 447 



leren (a. s.) to dwell, remain, 
pret. lafte, 440. t pret, s. lefte, 
473, dwelt, remain^ 

leren, leere, (a.s.) to believe, 
304, 319. pret, s, leered, 435. 
lered, 392. pi, lereden 

lewed (a. s.) 26, 420, lay, igno- 
rant, untaught, useless, lewed 
of that labour, 237, ignorant 
of, or unskilful in, that labour. 
lewednesse, 45, ignorance, 
rtisticity 

lewt^ (a. n.) loyalty 

lyard (a. n.) 352, 368, a com- 
mon name for a horse, but 
signifying originally a hor^e 
of a grey colour 

libben, libbe (a, s.) 275, to live, 
part, act, libbynge 

lyen (a. s.) to lie. pres. s, 2pers, 
thow lixt, 86. pret, thow 
leighe, 393, thou didst lie 

Here (a. s.) a liar 

lif (a. s.) pi. lives, life 

liflode (a. s.) living, state cf 
life 

lift (a. s.) 316, avr, sky 

lige (A. N.) 76, 390, liege 

liggen, ligge (a. s.) 361, to lie 
down, pres, s. 1 ligge, he lith, 
lyth, 355, thei ligge, 421. 
pret, sing. lay. part, act. lig- 
gynge. part, pas, leven, 45, 
y-leye, 82, y-leyen, 198, 399 

lighten (a. s.) to alight, descend, 
or dismount from, pret, s. 
lighte, 352 

lightloker (a. s.) 1 12, 237, 321 , 
more lightlv, more easily 

lik, lich, y-lik (a. s.) 389, like, 
resembling, liknesse, likeness, 
y-liche, 401 
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liche (a. s.) 1 73, tfc« body. Chau- 
cer, C. T. 1. 2960, speaks of 
the liehe'toake, or ceremonies 
of waking and watching the 
corpse, still preserved in 
Ireland, — 

" Ne how the liche-^wake was 
y-'hold 

All thilke night, ne how the 
Grekes play." 

In the Romance of Alexander 
( Weber, p. 145J, the word is 
applied to a living body, (as 
in Piers Ploughman), — 

** The armure he dude on his 
Uche," 
he put the armour on his body 

likame, lycame (a. s.) ike body 

liken (a. s.) 455, to please » to 
like, (i. e. be pleased with), 
liketh, 17, 262. pret. s. liked 

likynge (a. s.) 203, pleasure, love, 
liking 

likerous (a.k.) 133, nice, volup- 
tuous, lecherous 

likne (a. s.) 175, 190, to imitate, 
to mimic, to make a simily 

lyme (a. s. ) 436, limb 

lyme-yerd (a. s.) 170, limed- 
iwig 

lymitour (a. n.) 85, 445, a li- 
mitour, a begging friar 

lynde (a. s.) 24, 155, the linden 
tree 

lippe (a. s.) 324, a slip, portion 

User (a.n.) 89, list of cloth (?) 

lisse (a. s.) 160, 383, joy, hap- 
piness, bliss 

liste (a. s.) to please, list, pret, 
list, 356, it pleased 

listre (a. s. ) 85, a deceiver 

lite (a. s.) 262, UttU 



litel (a. s.) little, litliun and 
litlum, 329, by Utile and little, 
the uncorrupted Anglo-Saxon 
phrase. See note 

lyth(A. s.)341,a&oc2i/ 

lythe, lithen (a. s.) 155, 270. 
to listen to 

lyven, lyve (a. s.) to live. pr. 
pL lyveden, 2. part. act. lyb- 
bynge. see Hbben 

lyres (a. s.) alive, lyves and 
lokynge, 405, alive and look- 
ing. See note on 1. 5014 

Ijrveris (a. s.) 235, livers, people 
who live 

lobies (a. s.) 4, loobies, clowns 

loft (a. s.) high, height, bi lofte 
and by grounde, 372, in height 
and in ground -plan. o-Joite 
(a. s.) aloft, on high 

lok (a. s.) 27, a lock 

loken (a. s.) 388, to look, to 
ot'er-«c«,(148). prct.s. lokede, 
276 

loUen (a. s.) 240, to loll. part, 
pas. lolled, 239. part, act. 
loUynge, 346 

lolleris (a. s.) 308, lolUtrds. 
The origin of this word is 
doubtful, but it seems to 
mean generally people who 
go about from place to place 
with a hypocritical show of 
praying and devotion. It was 
certainly in use long before 
the time of the Wycliffites, 
in Germany as well as in Eng- 
land. Johannes Hocsemius 
(quoted by Ducange, v. Lol' 
lardi), says, in his chronicle 
on the year 1309, •' Eodem 
anno quidam hypocritse gy* 
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roT^i, qui Lollardi give Deum 
laudantet rocabantur, pet 
Haimomam et Brabantiam 
quasdam mulieres nobiles 
deceperunt," &c. The term, 
used in the time of Piers 
Ploughman as one of re- 
proach, was afterwards con- 
temptuously given to the 
church reformers. The writer 
of the Ploughman's Tale, 
printed in Chaucer, Speght, 
i'ol. 86, appears to apply it 
to wandering friars, — 

" i«cleped lollen and londlese." 

lomere (a. s.) 439, more fre- 
quently 

lond-buggere (a. s.) 191 ,a buyer 
of land 

i lone (a. s.) 493, a loan (V) 

longen (a. s.) to belong 

loot (a. s.) a l^f 

loone ( A. s.) 442, a loan, lenger 
yeres loone, a loan of a year 
longer, a year's extension or 
renewal of the loan 

loore (a. s.) 79, 244, teaching, 
lore, doctrine, science 

loores-man, lores-man (a. s.) 
164, 3\S, a teacher 

loos (^A. 8.) 219, honour, praise 

lorel (A. N.) 147, 294, 351, 
369, a bad man, a goodfor- 
nothing fellow, Chaucer, in 
his translation of Boethius, 
uses it to represent the Latin 
pertUtissimus. Compare the 
description of the lorel in the 
Ploughman's Tale (Speght's 
Chaucer, fol. 91),— 
" For thou canst no cattell gete. 
But Uvest in lond as a lorell, 



With glosing gettest thou thy 
mete." 

losel (a. n.) 5, 124, 176, 303, 
a wretch, good-for-nothing f el' 
low. It appears to be a dif- 
ferent form of the preceding 
word, loselly, 240, in a 
disgraceful, good-for-nothing, 
manner 

losengerie (a, n.) 125, 176, 
flattery, lying 

lothen (a. s.) to loath 

looth (a. s.) loath, hateful, 
lother, 318, mare Ukith, loth- 
Uche, hateful 

lotebies (a. s. X) 52, private com- 
panions, bedfellows. In the 
Romance of the Seven Sages 
(Weber, p. 57), it is said of 
a woman un£uthful to her 
husband, — 

** Sch» stal a-wai, mididone. 

And wente to here lotebi,** 
Chaucer uses the word (in the 
Romance of the Rose, I. 
6339), in a passage rather 
similar to this of Piers 
Ploughman, — 

" Now am I yong and stout 
and bolde. 

Now ami Robert, now Robin, 

Now frere Minor now Jacobin, 

And with mefoUoweth my loteby. 

To don me solace and com- 
pany." 

In the original the word is 
compaigne 

lotien (a. s. ) 354, to lurk, lay in 
ambush 

louke (a. s.) 384, to lock 

louren (a. s.) to Unvr 

lous, lys (a, s.) pi, a louse 
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loaten(A.8.)50,181, 182,300, 
to make a talutation, reverence 
prei. s. loutede, 294, 470 

lorjen, loirje, loyien (a. s.) to 
lace, hym lorede, 356, it 
pleoMed kim 

lowen (a. s.) to condescend (?) 
yret, lowed, 8 

Ittft (a. s.) 69, fellow , person 

t IttUjrng (a. s.) 455. lolling (1) 

lurdayne (a. s.) 375, 436, a 
clown, ntsticy ill^jred ■person 

lasard (a. x.) 389, a lizard, 
crocodile 

lussheburwes (a. n .) 316, base or 
adulterated'coins ; supposed to 
have taken their name and to 
ha vebeen imported from Lux- 
emburg. See note on 1. 1 0322 

luten (a. N.) to play on the lute, 
prei. s, lutede, 395 

lutber (A. s.) 316, 390, bad, 
wicked 

M 

macche (a. s.) 248, 249, wm- 

panion, match-fellow 
macche (a. s.) 360, a match 
macer (a. n.) 47, one who carries 

a mace 
mayen (a.s.) to he able; (it is 

seldom or never used in the 

infinitive mood). pf'es- s. may, 

pL mowen, mowe. pret» s. 

myghte, pi. mighte 
y-ma3rmed (a. s.) 359, maimed 
mayn-pemour, maynpemour, 

(a. N.) 71, 380. see the next 

word 
mayn-prise (a. n.) 70, 346, a 

kind of bail, a law term. •* It 



signifieth in our Cwnmon 
Law the taking or xeceaving 
a man in firi^dly coatodie, 
that otherwise is or migiit be 
committed to piisan, and so 
upon secuiitie giren fi>r his 
forth comming at a dxy as- 
signed: and they that doe 
thus undertake for any, are 
called mainpemours, because 
they do receive him info 
their hands." Mixsbew. The 
persons thus received, were 
allowed to go at large 
mayn-pnse, 75, 426, meyn- 
prise (a. n.) 39, to bail m the 
manner described under the 
foregoing ward 
mair, 290,pi.meires, 150, (a.k.) 

a mayor 
maistrie (a. n.) 66, mastery 
make (a. s.) 50, 222, 230, a 

companion, consort 
maken, make (a. s.) to make, 
pret, s. made, part, pas. y- 
maked, 2. maad, 71, 248 
make (a. s.) 229, to compose 

poetry. See note, 
makynge (a. s.) 229, writing 

poetry 
male (a. n.) 91, a box, pack 
fmalisones (a. n.) 493, curses 
mamelen (a. s.) 78, 226, to chat- 
ter, mumble 
manacen (a. n.) to menace, 

threaten 
manere (a. n.) manner 
mange (a. n.) 132, to eat 
mangerie (a. n.) 209, 328, an 

eating, a feast 
manlich (a. s.) 92, humane. 
manliche, manfully, humatuiv 
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maosed (a. k.) 30, 74, 190, 233, 

438, cursed, excommunicated 
marc (a. k.) 161 , a mark, (a coin) 
marche ( a. s.) 159, 321 , a border, 
Xhe word is preserved in the 
term ** Marches of Wales," 
** Marches of Scotland" 
marchen (a. n.) to march, go 
xnareys (a. n.) a marth 
t masedere (a. n.) 499, more 

amazed 
maugree (a. n.) 131, ill thanks, 

in spite of 
maundee (a. s.) 339, maunday 
maundement (a. n.) 348, a com- 
mandment 
xnawe (a. s.) 298, mouth, maw 
maze (a. n.) 12, doubt, amaze- 
ment, a labyrinth 
meden (a. s.) 56, to reward, 

bribe 
mede (a. s«) meed, reward 
medlen (a. n.) to mix itAth 
meel (a. s.) meal 
meene (a. n.) -poor, moderate, 

middle 
mees (a. s.) 249, 313, a mess 

or portion of meat 
megre (a. n.) meager, thin 
meynee (a. n.) 178, household, 

household retinue 
meken (a. s.) to make meek, hu- 

mUiate 
xnele (a. s.) 262, meal, flour 
mendmaont, pL mendinauntz, 
(a. n.) a beggar ; friars of the 
begging orders 
mene, meene (a. n.) mean, middle 
mene (a. n.) 326, a mean 
menen (a. s.) to mean, to meene, 
15,18. that is Crist to mene, 
399, that means Christ 
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menen (a. s.) to moan, lament, 

pret. mened 
t menemong (a. s.) 497, of an 

ordinary quality 
menever (a. n.) 433, a kind of 

fur ; the fur of the ermine and 

small weasel mixed 
mengen (a. s.) to mix, meddle 
menyson (a. n.) 337, aflMx, dis- 

sentery 
menour (a. n.) a Minorite 
menske (a. s.) 54, 455, decency, 

honour, manliness 
mercien (a. x.) to thank 
mercy, (a. n.) 17, 353, thanks 
Mercy (a. n.) 360, 361 , mercy 
mercyment (a. n.) amercement 
merk (a. s.) 316, a mark 
merke (a. s.) 15, dark, merk- 

nesse (a. s.) 377, 379, dark- 
ness 
merveillous (a. n.) marvellous , 

wonderful 
meschief (a. n.) 197, mishap, 

evil, mischief 
mesel, pi. meseles (a. s.) 51, 

144, 337, a leper 
meson-Dieux (a. n.) 139, hos- 
pitals 
messe (a, s.) mass, the Romish 

ceremony 
mestier (a. n.) 138, occupation 
mesurable (a. n.) moderate 
met (a. s.) 267, measure 
mete (a. s.) meat, mete-less, 

(a. s.) without meat 
meten, meete (a. s.) 310, to 

meet, 7n*et.s.mette,351. part, 

pas, met, 216 
metels (a. s.) 13, 31, 147, 149, 

155, 202, 206,0 rfreom 
meten (a. s) to dream, pret, s. 

R R 
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mette, 148, 155, 396. part. «. 

metynge, 221 
metyng (a. s.) 246, a dream 
t meter (A. 8.) 476,>tter (?) 
mere (a. n.) 153,288, to move, 

pra. pi. ye moeyen, 298 
myd (a. i,) with 
myddel-ertbe (a. s.) 221, the 

toorld 
mlddes (a. s.) middle, midst 
mynistren (a. n.) 231, to ad- 
minister 
mynnen (a. s.) 322, to mind, 

to recollect 
mynours (a.n.) miners, diggers 

of mina 
mya-beden (a. b.) 119, to ir^ure 
mysese (a. n.) 16, ill ease 
mys-eise (a. n.) 139, ill at ease 
xnysfeet (a. n.) 224, ill deed, 

wrong 
fmyster (a.n.) 484, kind, species 
mystier (a. s.) more misty, more 

dark 
fmjrteynes (a. n.) 476, mittens, 

gloves 
mnam, 131 , a Hebrew coin 
mo (a. B.) more 
mody (a. s.) moody, modiliche, 

moodily 
moeble, meble (a. n.) 364, goods 
molde, moolde (a« s.) earth, 

mould 
moled (a.n.) 262, 264, spotted, 

stained 
mom (a. 8.) 13, a mum, sound 
mone (a. s.) 295, lamentation 
t monelich (a. n.) 457, meanly 
monials (a. n.) 192, nuns (^Lat, 

moniales) 
moore (a. s.) 403, greater 
moost (a. 8.) greatest 



moot (a. n.) 113, 417, a moat 
moot-halle (a. s.) 73, 74, hail 

of meeting, of justice 
more (a. s.) 330, 331, the mam 

or larger part, body (?) 
more (a. s.) 333, pL mores, 416, 

a moor 
momen (a. s.) to mourn, pret* 

s. momede 
mortrews (a. n.) 248, 250, 252, 

a kind of soup 
morwe (a. s.) morning, marrow 
morwen3m^ (a. s.) morning 
mote (a. s.) 25, to hdd courts of 

justice 
motyng (a. s.) 141, judging, 

meeting for justice 
moton (a. n.) 44, the name of a 

coin. See Note on 1. 1404 
mous (a. 8.) pi. mees, a mouse 
moaster (a.n.) 267, muster, ar- 
rangement 
muche (a. 8.) 155, 417, great 
mucbel (a. s.) 401, great, muck 
muliere, muUiere (a. n.) 343, 

344, a wife, woman 
murie (a. s.) pleasant, merry, 

joyfuL TDMiye,\,pleasantiy. 

murier, more pleasant 
murtbe (a. b.) 382, pleasure, joy, 

mirth 
murtben (a. s.) 362, to make 

merry or joyful 
mason (a. n.) 183, measuresl 
must (a. s.) 391, a liquor made 

of honey 

N. 

nale (a. s.) 124, the ale, see atte 
namoore (a. s.) no more 
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naught (a. s.) not, nought 
ne (a. s.) not. The negatiye ne 
is combined with Uie verb 
to toill, to be, &c. ; as nelle, 
for ne vnlle, nel, nyl, for 710 
teil, nere, for ne icere, nolde, 
for ne wolde, nyste, for ne wiste. 
It is sometimes combined 
with other verbs, as naroos, 
399, for ne aroos. So we have 
such expressions as, wol he 
nele he, 427, i. e. whether he 
vnll or he will not 
node (a. s.) need 
neddre (a. s.) 82, an adder, ve- 
nomous serpent 
nedlere (a. s.) 96, maker of, or 

dealer in, needles 
neet (a. s.) 41 1 , cattle. Farmers 

Istill talk of neat cattle 
neghen (a. s.) to approach, to 
near, pret. s, neghed, 425, 
neghede, 438 
neigh (a. s.) near, nigh 
nempne (a. s.) 397, to name, 
call, pret, s, nempned, 397, 
404. part, pas, y-nempned, 
nempned 
nevelynge (a. s.) 85, sniveling 
njgard (a. s.) niggard 
njmen, njme (a. s.) 268, 304, 
426,totake, part.pas.y'nome, 
427 
nyppe (a. s.) 379, a point (?) 
noble (a. n.) 191, a gold coin of 
the value of six shillings and 
eightpence 
noght (a. s.) nought, nothing 
noyen (a. n*) to injure, annoys 

plague 
nones (a. n.) 125, the hour of 
two or three in the afternoon 



611 

nonne (a. s.) 86, a nun 

noon (a. s.) none 

nounpere (a. n.) 97, an umpire, 

an arbitrator 
noughty (a. s.) 130, possessed of 

nothing 
noun (a. n.) 366, no 
nouthe (a. s.) now 



O. 

O (a. 8.) 349, 0716 

of-gon (a. s.) 166, to derive (?) 
of-walked (a. s.) 25Q, fatigued 

with loalking 
o-lofte (a. 8.) aloft, on high 
one, oone (a. s.) singly, alone, 

only, myn one, 154, myself 

singly 
t onethe (a. s.) scarcely , see un- 

nethe 
oon (a. s.) one 

oost (a. n.) 416, an host, army 
openen, opene (a. s.) to open. 

pret. pi. opned, 388 
ordeigne, ordeyne (a. n.) 415, 

to ordain 
I organye (a. n.) 369, a musical 

instrument, by organye, as 

an accompaniment to mv^ 
ote (a. s.) an oat 
oughen (a. s.) to own, possess, 

owe. pret. s. oughte, 47 
outher (a. s.) other, either, or 
over-come (a. s.) to overcome. 

pret, 8. over-coom, 405 
over-hoven (a. s.) 55, 379, to 

hover or dwell over, hang over 
over-hippen (a. s.) to hop over, 

skip over. pres. pi, thei over- 

huppen, 250, 318 
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over-leden (a. s.) 62, to over^ 

lead, tyranni%« over 
over-spreden (a. b.) to tpread 

over. pret. s, over-spiiidde, 

408 
oyer-tilten (a. s.) to tilt or throw 

over. pret. 8. over-tilte, 428, 

43d, threw over, dug up 
owene (a. s.) 366, own 

P. 

paast (a. n.) 275, paete, dough 

payn (a. n.) bread 

paynym (a. n.) 108, 326, a 

pagan 
pays (a. N.) 340, country 
pallen (a. s.) 333, to knock, pret, 

s. I palle, 332 
palmere (a. n.) 83, a palmer, 

pilgrim to distant lands 
paltok (a. n.) 370, 438, a cloak 
panne (a. s.) 69, the scuU, head. 
pardoner (a. n.) a dealer in par- 

dons 
parentrelynarie (a. n.) 220^ be- 
tween the lines, interUneal 
parfiter(A. v,)229, more perfectly 
parfitly (a. n.) perfectly 
perfburne (a. n.) to perform 
parisshen (a. n.) 206, 441, 

parishioner 
parle (a. n.) to talk, part, past. 

parled, 385 
parroken (a. n.) 312, to park or 

inclose 
parten (a. n.) to share, part. 

t part. pas. parten. 475 
Pasqe (a. n.) 338, Easter 
passhen (a. s.) 431, to crush 
pawme (a. n.) 356, the palm of 

the hand 



pece (a. n.) 276, a piece 
peeren (a. n.) 320, make them- 
selves equal 
peeren (a. n.) W^to appear 
pees (a. N.) peace, preide bem 

be pees, 405, prayed them to 

be quiet 
peire (a. n.) a pair 
peiren (a. n.) 50, to diminish, 

injure, see apeiren 
peis (a. n.) 91, a wei^ 
peisen (a. n.) 90. to toagh 
pelure (a. n.) 420,^r 
pens (a. s. ) pence 
perannter (a. n.) 202, perad- 

venture, by chance 
perceU,p{. parcelles (a.n.^ 177, 

220, 349, a parcel, part 
percel>mele (a. n.) 48, piece- 
meal 
percile (a. n.) 134, parsley 
pere (a. n.) 139, a peer, an 

eqv^l 
perfburne (a. n.) 251, to finish, 

complete, to furnish 
perillousli (a. n.) dangerously, 

rudely 
y-perissed (a. n.) 359, perished, 

destroyed 
perree (a. N.) 173,precum5St(m«s, 

Jewellery 
persaunt (a. n.) 24, piercing 
person (a. n.) 441, a parson. 

personage, a parsonage 
pertlicbe (a. n.) 78, openly 
pese (a. h.) pease 
petit (a. N.) little 
picche (a. s.) 123, to pick 
pie (a. n.) 150, a magpie 
pik (a. s.) a pike 
pikstaf (a. s ) 123, a pike-ttajf 
piken (a. s.) to ptcfc 



GLOSSARY. 



613 



pyke-harnejs (a. n,) 440, pkm- 

derers 
pykoise (a. k.) 61, a boe 
pil, pyl, pi. Jpiles (a. s.) 330, 

332, 417, a pile 
tpilche (a. s.) 465, a coat of 
hah' or gome rude material. 
We find the word used by 
Lydgate, ed. H alii well, p. 
154, 
** Houndys for favour wyl nat 

spare. 
To p3mc}ie Lis pylche with greet 
noyse and soun." 
And in Cazton's Reynard the 
Foze, cap. v., Rejmard hav- 
ing turned hermit, bare ** his 
slayvne and pylche, and an 
heren sherte therunder." 
t pild (a. n.) 500, bald 
pilen (a. n.) 422, to rob 
pilour (a. n.) 371, 420, a thief 
tpylion (a. n.?) 500, a kind of cap 
pyne, pejne, pL peynes, (a. n.) 

pain, punhhment 
pyne, 78. see wynen 
pynynge-stoole (a. s.) 47, lite- 
rally, a stool of punishment, a 
cucking stool 
pynne (a. s.) 442, to bolt 
piones (a. n.) 95, the seed of the 
piony, which was used as a 
spice. In the Coventry Mys- 
teries ^ed. Halliwell, p. 22,) 
we fina the word joined, as 
here, with pepper, — 
** Here is pepyr, pi/an,and swete 
lycorys, 
Take h^ alle at thi lykyng.'' 
pyries (a. n.) 78, pear-trees 
pisseris (a. n.) 438 (?) 
pistle (a. n.) an epistle 



pitously (a. n.) piteously, for 
the sake of pity 

pleyen (a. s.) to play, pret. s, 
pleide, pL pleiden 

pleyn (a. vt,)full 

pleyne (a. n.) 53, to commisC' 
rate, to complain, make a com' 
plaint 

plener (a. n.) 209, 336, full, 
fuUy 

pleten (a. n.) to plead, pret. pi. 
pleteden, 140 

platten (a. n.) to fall or throw 
down flat. pret. s. platte, 81 

plot (a. n.) 263, pi. plottes, 
265, a patch 

plow-foot (a. s.) 123, a part of a 
plough 

po (a. s.) 243, a peacock 

t poynttyl (a. n.) 462, the signi- 
fication of this word appears 
to be the square tiles, used for 
paving floors. See Warton's 
Hist, of Engl. Poetry, ii. 99, 

poke (a. s.) 150, 259, 275, 288, 
a sack 

poken (a. n.) to urge, push for- 
wards, poke, thrust 

pol, 205, poUe (a. s.) 261, 430, 
a head, poll 

polshen (a. n.) 105, to poUsh 

pondfold (a. s.) 346, pinfold or 
pound 

poraille (a. n.) the poor people 

poret, pL porettes (a. n.) 134, 
135, a kind of leek 

porthors (a. n.; 302, a breviary, 
(partif'orium, Lat.) 

pose (a. n.) 365, to place, put 
as a supposition 

possen (a. n.) to push 

potente (a. n.) 156, a club, staff 
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poiike(A.B,)256,285, 333,346, 

<^ devil 
Poul (a. n.) St, Paul 
poande-mele (a. s.) 41, by the 

pound 
pou8 (a. n.) 352, pulse 
poostee (a. n.) 79, 228, power, 

strength 
poFere (a. n.) poor 
t pov^ert (a. n.) 496, poverty 
t powghe, teire powghe, 487, 

a tarn sack or puke (?) The 

imperfect glossary appended 

to the old printed edition of 

the " Creed,'' explains it by 

tar box 
prajen (a. n.) 430, to nutke 

prey of, plunder 
preessen (a. n.) 286, to hasten, 

crowd 
preyen, preye (a. n.) to pray. 

pret. s. preide, preyde 
preiere (a. n.) prayer 
preynte(A. N.?)253(?) 
preise(A.N.)97, to appraise, value 
t prese (a. n.) 495. to hasten. 

pret. s, presed, 460 
prest (a. n.) 287, ready, prester, 

191, more ready, presteste, 

110, readiest f quickest, prestly, 

readily 
preven, preve (a. n.) to prove 
prikye (a. s.) 369, to ride over, 

ride, spur. pret. s. prikede, 

368. part. past, y-priked, 430 
prikere (a. s.) 159, 191, pri- 

kiere, 370, a rider 
pris (a. n.) 4\l, prize, value 
prison (a. n.) 140, 315, 372, 

aprisoner 
pryvee (a. n.) private, intinuite, 

confidential 



pronsour (a. n.) 38, 73, a 
purveyor, provider 

prowor (a. n.) 411, a priest 

puffed (a. s.) 78, bUnnn 

t pulchen (a. n.) to polish, part, 
past, palched, 458, ptdchad, 
46, polished 

pulette (a. n.) a chicken 

puny sshen ( a. n . ) 407 , to pumsh 

pure (a. n.) pure, simple, un- 
mixed, pure, (adv.) 213, 
purely, simply, purely for-do, 
262, alU^ether destroyed or un- 
done, t puriche (a. n.) 467, 
purely : perhaps it should be 
purUche 

purfiU, purfil (a. n.) 72, 78. 
embroidery, tinsel 

purfilen (a. n.) 28, to embroider 

put ( A. s.) 195, 284, pi. puttes, 
a pit, cave 

putten, puten (a. s.) 400, to 
put, place, pres. s. putte, pi. 
putten . pret. s. and pi. putte, 
68, 1 10, 372. part. past, y-pat, 
290 

Q. 

quatron (a. n.) 90, a quartern 
quave (a. n.) to shake, tremble. 

pret. s. quaved, 373 
queed (a. b.) 285, the evil one, 

the devil \ 
queynt (a. s.) 390, quenched, 

destroyed 
queyntely (a. n.) 416, quaintiy, 

cunningly 
queyntise (a. n.) 385, 417, 

cunning 
quellen (a. s.) to UZJ. part. post. 

quelt,537,^tl^ 



,GLOSSARY, 

t queues (a. s.) 456, toomen. 
The word is used in the mo- 
dem sense of the word wench 

quyk (a. s.) 384, 399, live, 
alive 

quykne (a. s.) 390, to give life 
to, bring to life. pres. s, I 
quiJme 

quite, quyte (a. n.) 389, 390, 
to quit, pay off, part, past, quit, 
390 

quod (a. s.) quoth, says 
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radeg^nde ( a. s. ?) 430, a disease, 
apparently a sort of boil 

rag^man (a. n.) 5, 335, a cata- 
logue, Ust ( 1) 

ray (a. n.) 89, a ray, streak 

t raken (a. s.) 455, to go raking 
about 

rakiere (a. s.) 96, one who goes 
raking about 

rape (a. s.) 97, haste 

rapen (a. s.) 65, 10 1 , \24,topre- 
pare. pret. s, raped, 352 

rapeliche (a. s.) 347, rapely, 

351, readily, quickly, rapelier, 

352, more quickly 

rappen (a. s.) 20, to strike, rap 
rathe (a. s.) early, rathest, 
earliest, first, soonest, most 
readily 
raton (a. n.) a rat 
ratoner (a. n.) 96, a rat-catcher 
raunsone (a. n.) 390, ransom 
rave (a, s.) 380, to rave, rave- 
stow, 380, dost thou rave 
ravysshen (a. n.) 399, to ravage, 
rob, plunder, ravish 



razen (a. s.) 100, to hawk, spit 

resume, reme, pLremea, reames, 
(a. N.) a realm 

recche (a. s.) 67, 204, to reck, 
care for. pret, s. roughte. 369 

recchelees (a. s.) 369, recktes 

rechen (a.8. ) 359, to reach,pret, s, 
raughte, 5, 76, 153 335, 369 

recoverer (a n.)352, a remedy (1) 

recrayed (a n.) 58, recreant (?) 

rede (a. s.) red 

rede (a. s.) to read 

reden (a. s.) to advise, counsel, 
pret. s, redde, 106, pi, radde, 
71, 84. imperat, reed, 72 

redel (a. s.) 257, a riddle 

fredelich (a. s.) 498, readily 
promptly 

redyug-kyng, 96, a class of feu- 
dal retainers. See Spelman*s 
Gloss, in V. rodknightes 

reed (a. s.) counsel, advice 

regno (a. n.) to reign, pret, s, 
regnede, 399, reigned 

regratier, regrater (a. n.) 48, 
90, a retailer of wares or vic- 
tuals 

regratrie (a. n.) 48, retailing, 
selling by retail 

reyn (a. 8.) rain 

rekenen (a. s.) to reckon, count 

relessen (a. n.) 46, to forgive 

releve (a. n.) 377, to raise again, 
restore, rally 

religious, pi. reHgiouses (a. n.) 
192, a motik 

renable (a. n.) 10, reasonable 

renden (a. s.) 13, to rend, tear, 
imperat, rende, 76 

reneye (a. n.) 210, to deny. ^' 
a renegade to, part, po 
neyed, 210 
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renk (a.b.) 12, 101, 149, 231, 

238, 280, 369, 385, a man 
rezmen, rexme (a. s.) 353, to 

run. imperative, ren thow, 

230. pret. s. ran, roon, 277, 

yarn, 205 (1 y-am). part. 

past, ronne, 156 
renner (a. s.) 72, a runner 
renten (a.n.) 140, to give rents to 
trentful (a. s.) 476, meager, 

miserable (?) 
repen (a. s.) to reap, pret, pL 

ropen, 268 
repreven (a. n.) 236, to reprove, 

blame 
rerages (a. n.) 91, arrears 
retenaunce (a. v.) 31, a retinue 
reve (a. s.) 34, 102, 411, 423, 

an overseer, a reeve, steward, 

or bailiff 
reve (a. a.) 335, 385, to take 

from 
revere, pL reyeris (a. s.) reavers, 

people who deprive by force 
reward (a. n.) 364, attention, 

warning 
t rewel (a. s.) 473, rule 
rewen (a. s.) to rue, to have mercy 
rewme (a. n.) 430, a rheumatism, 

cold 
libaud (a. n.) 108, 286, 339, 

372,a profligate low man. The 

word belonged properly to a 

particular class in society. 

See a detailed account of its 

derivation and signification in 

a note in the Political Songs, 

p. 369 
ribaudie (a. n.) low profligate 

talk 
ribaudour (a. n.) 121, a teller 

of low tales 
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ribibour (a. n.) 96, a player rm 

t/E« ribibe (a musical instra- 

ment) 
riche, ryche (a. s.) a kingdom. 

hevene ziche blisse, the joy 

of the kingdom of heaven 
richen (a.n.) to become rich 
riden, ryde (a. s.) to ride, pre$, 

s, ryt, pi. riden. pret, s. rood, 

354 
rightwisnesse (a. s.) 393, r^At«- 

ousness 
ringen (a. s.) to ring, pret. pi. 

rongen, 395, 428 
lipe (a. s.) 415, to ripen 
ripe (a. s.) 100, ready 
rise, ryse (a. s.) 352, to rise. 

pret. s, roos, 91, 344 
risslie (a. s.) 75, a rush (juncus) 
rody (a. s.) ruddy, red 
roggen (a.s.) to shake (explained 

in the Prompt. Parv. by 

agito), pret. s. rogged, 335 
ro3mou8 (a. n.) 430, scabby, rough 
rolle (a. n.) 93, to enroU 
rome (a. s.) 209, 210, 328, to 

roam 
romere, pi. romeris (a. s.) o 

person who vxmders or roam 

about 
ronges (a. s^) 333, the steps 

of a ladder 
roost (a. n.) 14, i-oast 
t rote (a. n.) practise, by rote, 

by heart, be pure rote, 473, 

mei-ehf by rote 
roten (a. s.) to rot 
rotey tyme (a. n.) 222, the time 

of rut 
t rotheren (a. s.) 476, oxen 
rounen, rownen (a. s.) 66, 97, 

to whisper, talk privately 
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routhe (a. s.) ruih, eompamon- 
jrowen (a. s.) to become red, as 
the dawn of day (?) fret, s, 
rowed, 376 
rafblliche (a. 8.) ruefuUy 
TUgge (a. s.) 286,413, the back, 
ragge-bone (a. s.) 98, the 
back'bone 
rulen (a. n.) 393, to rule^ go- 
vern 
rusty (a. 8.) 121,^/% (?) In 
the CoYsntry Mysteries, p. 
47, Ham's wife says, " rus- 
tynes of synne is cawse of 
these wawys ;'* i. e.filthiness 
of sin is the cause of these 
w^ayes 
mthe (a. s.) eontpasgion 
rutten (a. s.?) 100, to snore, 

pret. s. rutte, 369 
ruwet (A. 8.?) 98, a small trumpet 



S. 



saaf (a. n.) safe 

sadde (a. s.) 188, tomake serious, 

steady 
sadde (a.s.) 152, serious, grave, 

steady 
sadder (a. s.) 77; sounder 
safly (a. N.) safely 
saiUe (a. n.) !260, to leap 
salve (a. n.) 337, to apply sokes 
samplarie (a. n.) 234, type, first 

copy 

sauft^ (a. n.) safety 

saughtne (a. s.^ 65, to be paci- 
fied, reconciled 

saulee (a. n.) 331, (?) 

saunz (a. n.) wiViout 

saute (a. n.) 260, Jump 



sauter (a. n.) the Psalter 
savoren (a. n.) 157, to savour 
savour (a. n.) 147, knowledge 
sawe (a. s.) 147, 165, 378, pi. 

sawes, 174, a saying, legend, 

proverb 
scathe (a. s.) 46, 70, 71, 298, 

injury, hurt 
scryvejmes (a. n.) 193, vrriters 
t se (a. n.) 483, seat 
secte (a. n.) 106, 107, 216, a 

suit 
see (a. s.) the sea 
seel (a, s.) 348, pi. seles, a 

seal 
seem (a. s.) 45, 67, a seam (of 

wheat), a measure of eight 

hushels, originally as much 

as a horse could carry 
sege (a. N.) 443, siege 
t seget (a. N.) 489, subject 
segge (a. s.) 46, 78, 84, 100, 

210, 341,443, 445, a man 
seyen, 290, seye, seyn, seggen, 

53, 264, sigge, 208, SO'2, 

siggen, 264, 312, 318, 350, 

(a. s.) to say, pres, s, I seye, 

he seith, thei siggen, 320. 

pret, s, seide, pi, seiden 
seillynge (a. s.) 387, sailing 
seynen (a. n.) to sign, pret, s. 

seyned, 104 
seint (a. n.) a saint 
seken , seche (a. s.) to seek, pret. 

s. ^ p/. soughte. part. pas. 

y- sought 
selde (a. s.) seldom, seiden, 365 
selen (a. s.) to seal 
self, objec. s. selve, pi, selves 

{a. 8.) self, same, on the selve 

roode, 427, on the cross itself 
t sely (a. s.) 477, simple, poor 
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selkouth, pi, selkouthe (a. 8.) 
wonderful, strange 

selles (a. n.) ceUs 

Bomen (a. s.) 328, to teem, ap- 
pear, resen^le, t I semed, 
460, 1 looked 

Bemyn^e (a. s.) 318, retembUng 

aemy-yif (a. n. ) 351 , balfaUve, 
i. e. half dead 

sen, 25, see, 32 (a. s.) to see, 
pret, sing, thow sest, 15. he 
seeth, pi. we seen, pret, sing, 
seigh, 77, 147, 200, 247, 
seyghe, 82, saugh, 29, 77, 
347, 376, 437, pi. seighe. 
part, pas, y-8eyen,Beyen, 216, 
308, 349, seene, y-seighen, 
77, seighen, 177, y-seighe, 
365 

senden (a. s.) to send, pret, s. 
sent, 421, pi. sen ten 

serelopes (a. s.) 358, severally^ 
by themselves 

serk (a B,)Q\,ashift 

senren (a. n.) to serve 

setten (a. s.) to set, pret, s. ^ 
pi. sette. part, past, seten, 
248 

sewen (a. s.) to follow, see su- 
wen 

shaar (a. s.) 61, blade or share 



of a plough 
t sha 



iaf(A. s.)490,c/ia/ 
shaft (a. s.) 161, 225, rndke, 

creation 
shaken (a. s.) to shake, pret.s, 

shook, 268 
shallen (a. s.) the auxiliary verb, 
sing. I shal, 1 5. thow shalt, pi. 
ye shut, 14, shuUe, 25, thei 
shulle, 22, — sholde, shold- 
est, pi, sholden, sholde 



shapen, shape (a. s.) to make, 
ereaie,shape. prei.sing,tiioo^, 
1, 163,197,225. 443, shapte, 
361, 433, for-shapte, 365. 
pi. shopen. part. past, mys- 
shapen, 144, shapen, 280 

shappere (a. s.) 358, maker, 
creator 

sharpe (a. s.) 443, pungent 

sheep (a. s.) 1 , a sheep, ota shep- 
herd 

sheltrom (a. s.) 278, a host, 
troop of soldiers 

shenden (a. s.) to ruin, destroy, 
pret. s, shente, 365. part. pas. 
shent 

shene (a. s.) 394, bright 

shenfulliche (a. s.) 59, shame- 
fully, disastrously 

shepstere (a. s.) 265, a sheep- 
shearer (1) 

shere (a. s.) a shear 

sherreve (a. s.) 31, 51, a shirt- 
reeve, or sheriff 

sherewe, shrewe (a. b,) a shrew; 
cursed one 

shrewednesse (a. s.) eursedness 

sheten (a. s.) to shoot, pret. pi. 
shotten, 438 

shetten, shette (a. s.) to shut, 
pret, s. shette 

shide (a. s.) 167, 197, a (At» 
boardf billet of wood 

shiften (a. s.) to move away, 
pret. s. shifle, 435 

shyngled (a. s.) 168, made of 
planks or boards 

shonyen (a. s.) 87, to shun 

tsbosen ( ) 491 qu. for 
chosen, i. e. dispose, ineUne to 

shrape (a. s.) 84, to scrape 

shry ve ( a. s. ) 44 1 , to shrive, tnake 
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eonfestion, pret. s. shrof, 45, 
198. part, pas, y-shiyTe, 82, 
shry ven, 273 

shrift (a. 8.) confession 

shroudes (a. a.) clothes 

sih, sibbe (a. s.) relation, com" 
panion. Gossip is God-sib, 
companion or fellow in God, 
and was originally applied 
to the attendants at a christ- 
ening 

sidder (a. s.) 88, wider 

sike (a. s.) 355, sick 

siken ^a. s.) to sigh, pret, s, 
siked, 293, sikede, 385 

siker, syker (a. s.) sure, secure, 
sikerer^ 237, more secure, more 
sure 

syn (a. 8.) 444, since 

syngen, S3mge (a. s.) 408 to 
sing, pret. s. songe, I song, 
406. pi, songen, 369, 388, 
405 

sinken (a. s.) to sink, pret, s. 
sank, 373. pi, sonken, 278 

sisonr (a. n.) 31, 32, 38, 51, 
75, 434, a person deputed to 
holdassites. See Ducange in 
V. assisarii 

sith (a. s.) since, sithen, since, 
afterwards, sithenes, 121, 
afterwards, siththe, (adv,) 
since, afterwards 

sitbe (a. s.) 102, time 

sitten, sitte (a. s.) to nt, pret, s, 
thow sete, 386. I sete, 437. 
sat, pi, seten, 109 

skUe (a. s.) 202, 240, 290, 359, 
367, 412, reason, argument 

tslaughte ( ) 456 (?) 

sleighte (a. s.) 379, 401, trick, 
slight 
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sleen (a. s.) to slay, pres. sleeth, 
364, 421. pret. s, slow, 433 

slepen (a. s.) to sleep, pret, s, 
sleep, 99, 100, 1 slepte, 247. 
pi, slepe, 277 

slep3mg (a. s.) a sleep 

sleple (a. s.) 155, to deep gently 

aleuthe (a. s.) sbth, idleness 

sliken (a. s.) 34, to make sleek, 
smooth 

slombren (a. s.) to slumber, 
pret, s, slombred, 1 

smal (a. s.) pi, smale, small 

smecen (a. s.) to taste, smack, 
pret, pi, smaughte, 98 

smythyen (a. s.) 61, 62, to do 
the work of a smith, to forge 

so (a. s.) so, as, so soone so, 
352, as soon as 

soden (a. s.) 312, to boil, part, 
pas, y-soden, 321 

sodenes (a. n.) 303, suh-deans 

softe (a. s.) 1, warm (like the 
Fr. doux) 

sokene (a. s.) 34, a district held 
'by tenure of socage 

solas (a. N.) comfort, solace 

soleyn (a. n.) 240, one left alone 

solne (a. n.) 102, to sing by note 

som (a. s,) pi, somme, some 

somone (a. n.) 37, sompue, 62, 
209, 408, to summon 

somonour(A. n.) 31, 51, 75, a 
somner, an officer employed to 
summon delinquents to ap- 
pear in ecclesiatical courts, 
now called an apparitor 

sonde (a. s.) mission, sending 

sone (a. a,) a son 

sopgewarie (a. n.) 147, 148, the 
interpreting of dreams 

Sonne (a. s.) the sun 
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sooth (a. b.) tntih 

sootfanesse, aothnesBe (a. s.) 
truth 

aope (a. s.) 254, a tap 

sope (a. s.) 273, toap 

soper (a. n.) supper 

sorwe (a. s.) <arroi0 

Borweful (a. s.) 353, torrcwful 

Both (a. 8.) true 

sothe (a.s.) truth 

Botile (a. n.) 184, 186, to 
apply one*t cunning or penetra- 
tion 

Botil (a. n.) W.80tile,294,297, 
319, 372, clever, eurma^t sub- 
tUe, difficult to conceive or un- 
derstand 

Botte (a. s.yfool 

Boake (a. n.) 209, to euek 

Bouter (a. s.) 101, 201, a shoe- 
maker, t soatere, 494 

Bouteresse (a. s.) 96, a female 
shoemaker 

Bouthdene (a. n.) a tuhdean 

Bowen (a. b.) 274, to sow. pret. 
s. sew, 268, 412, pi. sewe, 
317. part. pas. y-sowen, 416 

spakliche (a. s.) 353, hastily (1) 

Bpede (a, s. ) 353, to haste, tospeid. 
pret. s. spedde, 352 

spoken, speke (a. s.) to speak, 
pret. s. spak 

Bpelonke (Lat.) 311, a cavern 

spences (a. n.) 285, expences 

spillen (a. s.) (trans.) to mix, 
spill, spoil, waste, 414, (intran- 
sitive) to perish,303. part.pas. 
y-Bpilt 

spire (a. s.) 348, to look closely 
into, inquire 

spores ^A. s.) 370, spurs 

spring (a. b.) 79, a sprig, rod 



springen, (a. s.) to spring, pret. 

s.8prong,277, spronge, 404 
Btablisse (a. n.) 22, to establish 
fstappyng (a. s.) 489, stepping 
stede (a. s.) pi. stedoB, a place 
Bteere (a. s.) 153, the helm of a 

ship 
Bteyen (a. s.) to arise, mount. 

fpret. s. steigh, 498, aroie 
stekie (a. b.) 22, to stick fast 
stele (a. b.) 412, a handle 
stolen (a. s.) to steal, pret. s. 

stale, 268. pi. stolen, 405 
Bterre, pi. steme, 310 (a. s.) 

a star 
tstyghtle (a. s.) 469, to establish, 

confirm. Explained in the 

glossary appended to the old 

edition by to stay 
tstyUe (a.s.) 473, quietly, with 

a low voice 
ty-stongen (a. b.) 483, stabbed, 

pierced 
stinken (a. s.) to stink, prett. 

stank, 328. f styncand, 489, 

stinking 
stynten (a. s.) 22, 186, to stop 
Btonden, stonde, stande, 354 

(a. s.) to stand, he stondeth, it 

Btant, 325, he stant, 372, thei 

Btonden. pret. s, stood, 204, 

247 
stoon (a. s.) 328, a stone 
stotte (a.s.) 411, an ox of three 

years old 
stounde (a. s.) 155, a short space 

of time 
stoupe (a. 8.) 204, to bend, stoop. 

Chaucer, in the first line of 

the Nonnes Preestes Tale, 

speaksof, — "A povre widewe 

somdel stoupen in fl^." 



i straken (a. s.) 456, to proceed 

direetly 
fstre (a. s.) 496, straw 
Streyte (a. s.) straitlyf narrowly 
streyves (a. n.) 6, extreys, beasts 

which have strayed, a law- 

temi 
striken (a. s.) to strike, pret, s, 

Btrook 
struyen (a. n.) 328, to destroy, 

pret, fitniyede 
atuwe (a. n.) 121, a house of ill 

fame, stew, tstues, 488,steu;«^ 

brothels 
fsaeres (a. a.) 459, follotoers 
suffren {A.v,)to suffer 
snlen (a. n.) to soil, fport. pas, 

y-auled, 495, soiled 
auren (a. n.) to assure 
aurgenrie (a. n.) 336, surgery 
aurqnidoua (a. n.) 416, over- 

bktringf arrogant, conceited 
Buater (a. a.) pi. austren, a 

sister 
sawen, aewe (a. s.) 203, 354, 

to follow, pret. s. ^ pi. auwed, 

353, auwede, 380. part, p. 

auwed, 110, aued, 155 
awelte (a. s.) 86, to die, toperish, 

pret, s, awaited, 431 
swerd (a. a.) sword 
Bweren, awerye, 275 (a. a.) to 

swear, pret, s. awoor, 434, 

awor, 269. part, pas, aworen, 

328, awore 
awetter (a. a.) sweeter 
awev^ene (a. a.) a dream 
aweyen (a. s.) to sound, pret,s. 

aweyed, 1 
gwich 385,p/.awicbe(A. a.) such 
awynken (a. a.) to labour, pret, 

pi. awonken, 2 
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awynk (a. a.) labour, work 
awithe (a. a.) very, imme(Uately, 

^ickly 
swowe (a. a.) 86, to faint, to 

swoon 



T. 

tabard (a. n.) 88, a short coat 
or mantle. ** Tabbard, col- 
labium." Promp. Parv: One 
of tbe atage directiona in tbe 
Coventry Myateriea (p. 244), 
ia, " HerexalAnnaashewyn 
bymaelf in hia atage, be aeyn 
after a buashop of the boold 
la we, in a akarlet gowne, and 
over that a blew tabbard fur- 
ryd with whjrte." 

tacchea (a. n.) 168, stains, blem- 
ishes 

taill^ (a. n.) 68, a taUy, notched 
stick ; account scored on a piece 
of wood, see note 

tailen (a. s,) to keep an account 
by notches on a stick, to give a 
tally for a thing, part, pas. 
y-tailed, 102 

taken (a. a.) to take, pret, s, 
took, pi, token, toke, 398. 
part, pas. taken 

taken,take(A.a.)to^v«. pret,s. 
took, 328, pi. toke, token, 
383 

tale (a. a.) an account, reckoning 

tale-wia (a. a.) 51, wise in tales 

taaele (a. a.) 322, a teatel. The 
bura of thia plant were for- 
merly uaed in the manufac- 
ture of cloth. 

taaten (a. n.) 266. 374, tofeeU 
pret, s. taatede, 357 



622 GLOS 

techen (a. s.) to teach, pret s. 

taughte,19,taghte,135. part. 

pas, taught, 186, j-taught, 

436 
tellen, telle (a. s.) to county teU, 

405. pret» s. tolde. pL tolden 
teme, teeme (a. s.) 118, 125, 

138, 411, 412, a team of 

horse* 
teme (a. n.) 48, 80, 147, 209, 

a theme 
teoden (a. n.) to offer, present , to 

hold out, stretch forth, pret. pi, 

tendeden, 383 
teneo, tene (a. s.) 256, 320, to 

injure, pret, s, tened, 432 
tene (a. s.) 124, 125, 145, 209, 

335, anger, hurt 
teneful (a. s.) injurious 
termes (a. n.) 242, terms, times 

for their work 
teynten (a. n.) to dt«, tint, part, 

past, y-te3rnted, 322 
y-termyned (a. n.) 20, judged, 

determined 
thanne (a. s.) then 
thecche (a, s.) 410, to thatch 
theen (a. s.) to thrive, be pros- 
perous, so thee ik ! 90, as I 

may prosper ! 
thef, theef, pi. theves (a. s.) 

239, 353, 373, a thief, thef- 

liche, 389, thievishly 
thelgh (a. s.) though 
thenke, thynke(A.s.) 211,228, 

to think, pres. s. he thenketh, 

407 
ther (a, 8.) tJiere, where, ther- 

afler, 90, in proportion to it, 

thermyd, therewith 
thesternesse (a. s.) 340, dark- 
ness 



SARY. 

thynke (a. s.) 384, to seem. pres» 
sing. I thynke, me tli3mketh 
(it seems to me,) pret, s. 
thoghte, 1, 205, thoughte, 
404 

thirlen (a. s.) to pierce, bare 
through 

thise (a. s.) these 

tho (a. s.^ those, the 

tho (a. s.) then, w^«n 

tholien (a. s.) 70, thole, 392, to 
//ear, support, suffer, pret, s. 
tholede, 251 , 384, tholed,377. 
pi. tholed, 373 

thonkyng (a. s,)thanhing, thanks 

thorugh (a. s.) through 

thow (a. s.) The second per- 
sonid pronoun is m interro- 
gative clauses generallj com- 
hined with its verh, as ses- 
tow, seest thou; slepestow, 
steepest thou, &c. 

thral, pi. thralles (a. s.) 398, a 
bond-man 

threve ( a. s.) 333, a bundle 

thridde (a. s.) 413, third 

thringen (a. s.) to crowd, to 
throng, to press forward, pret, 
pi. thrungen, 108 

tyd, tid (a. s.) 265, 334, quickly, 
promptly, readily 

tidy (a. s.) 422, clever, ready, 
neat 

tyen (a. s.) to tie, 

ty-tight, 461 , furnished, provided 

tikes (a. s.) 398, low people. 
The word is still used in 
Yorkshire 

til (a. s.) 305, to 

tilier, tilie,tilye(A. s.) 131, 138, 
375, 410, to till the earth, 
t part, pas, tylde, 461 
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tilthe (a. s.) 421, tilth, the re- 
sult or produce of tUlirig or 
ploughing 
tymbre (a. s.) 223, to build. 

pret. tymbred, 48 
t tymen (a. s.) 494, to compel (V) 
It appears to be the same word 
which occurs in the allitera- 
tive poem on the Deposition 
of Richard II. p. 17 : 
'< Thus lafte they the leder 
That hem wrong ladde. 
And tymed no twynte. 
But tolled her comes, 
And gaderid the grotus 
With gyle, as I trowe." 
tynen, tyne (a. s.) 416, to lose. 

part, pas. tynt, 377 
titeleris (a. s.1) 442, tattlers 
tithe (a. s.) tenth, tythe 
tixte (a. n.) 348, text 
to (a. s.) too 

to-, prefixed in composition to 
verbs of Anglo-Saxon origin, 
has the same force as the Ger- 
man SU-, giving to the word 
the idea of destruction or 
deterioration :— 
to-boUen (a. s.) 82, to over- 

sweU 
to-breken (a.s.) 156, to break 

to pieces 
to-drawen (a. s.) to draw to 
pieces, or to destruction, pret, 
to-drowe, 175 
to-breken (a. s,) to break to 
pieces, break down, part, pas, 
to-broke, 139 
to-cleve (a. s.) 236, to cleave 

in pieces, cut open 
to-luggen (a. s.) 41, to lug 
about, tear 



to-rende (a.s.) 180, to be torn 

or burst to pieces 
to-shullen (a. s.) to cut off, 
destroy, part, past, to-shul- 
len, 359 

toft (a. s.) an open exposed place, 
a hill 

to-fore (a. s.) before, to-fom, 
235. before 

to-gidere, to-gidres, to-gideres, 
(a. s.) together 

ttoylyng (a. s.) 495, tugging 

tollen (a. s.) 89, to measure out, 
count 

tollers (a.s.) toll-gatherers 

tome (a. s.) 39, leisure, time. 
This form of the word seems 
to have been in use in the 
fourteenth century. It occurs 
at the commencement of the 
Seven Sages, — 

*' I sal yow tel, if I have tome. 

Of the seven sages of Rome." 
Its occurrence in Piers 
Ploughman shows that We- 
ber was not right in suppo- 
sing it a mere alteration of 
the word time for the sake of 
rh3rme. See also Sir F. Mad- 
den's Glossary to Gawayne 

tender (a. s.) 362, tinder 

t too, pi, ton (a. s.) 476, 489, a 
toe 

tome (a. N.) 428, to turn, pret, 
s, tomede, 321, tomed, 266, 
turned 

tome, 325, tume, 324 (a. s.) 
to turn (intransitive) 

toten (a. s.) 331, 459, 461, to 
look, observe, to peep, pret, s, 
toted, 471. pi, toteden, 476. 
part, past, y-toted, 464 
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touken (a. s.) to dife. part, pas. 

7-touked, 322 
toar (a. n.) a tower 
tnyniUe ^a. n.) to labour 
traFersen (a. n.) 245, to trans- 

gress 
treden (a. b.) to treadi. pret. pL 

troden, 223. tpv^'S'tredede, 

475, trod 
tree, 330, pi. trowes, 300 (a. s.) 

a tree 
tresor (a. n.) a treasure 
triacle, tryacle (a. n.) a remedy, 

a cure 
tricherie (a. n.) treachery, cun- 

ning, trickery 
trie (a. n.) 305, 330. choice, 

select, trieste, 23, tnast choice. 

trieliche, choicelu 
ftryfler (a. s.) 479, a trifler, 

a deceiver, a good-for-nothing 
ttroiflardes (a. s.) 494, triflers, 

idlers 
trollen (a» s.) 387, to draw, to 

drag 
tronen (a. n.) to throne 
trowe (a. s.) 358, to believe, 

think f suppose, trowestow, 

237, thinkest thou 
trufle (a. s.) 236, 378, trefle, 

47 1 , a silly tale, trifle, good-far' 

nothing thing or person 
trumpen (a. v.)tosou7ida trum- 
pet, pret, s, trumpede, 395 
tulien (a. s.) to labour, tUll 

pret. pi, tulieden, 277. part. 

act. tulying, 277 
tweye (a. s.) two 
twies (a. 8.) twice 
ftwynnen (a. s.) 480, to couple 

together 



U. 



amwhile(Ai 8.) 97,0Rce,6natifR« 

unbuxome (a. s.) disobedient, 
inobedieht 

underfongen (a. s.) 301, to «"- 
dertake, accept, receive, pret.s. 
underfonged, 209 

undemjrmen (a. 8.) 9, to under- 
take, take possession of, pres. 
s, undemjrmeth , 84 . part.past. 
under-nome, 263, 428 

under-pight (a. 8.) 331, prop- 
ped up 

unhardy (a. n.) 254, 354, not 
bold 

un-hiled (a. s.) 367, uncovered, 
unroofed 

imjo3men (a. n.) 384, to dis- 
join, separate 

unk3rnde (a. s.^ unnatural 

unkouthe (a. s.) 148, unknown, 
strange, foreign 

unlosen (a. s.) 356, to unloose 

unlouken (a. s.) 380, 384, 385, 
388, to unlock 

unnetbe (a* s.) scarcely 

unpynne (a. s.) 385, to unbolt 

unsperen (a. 8.) 374, 385, to 
open, undo, unJbolt 

tim-teyned, (a. s.) 481, unfas- 
tened (?) 

unthende (a. b.) 87, unserved, 
without satice 

untidy (a. s.) 432, slovenly, not 
clever 

until (a. 8.) to 

unwittily (a. s.) 49, unwisely, 
unreasonably 

up (a.s.) upon, up 8o doany428, 
upside down 

usen (a. n.) to vm 
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raant-warde (a. n.) 409, the 

atMnt-gtutrd, the van 
veille (a. n.) 104, an old woman 
vendage (a. n.) 391, vintage, 

harvest 
venjrmoust^ (a. n.) 378, the 
property rf being poisonous or 
venemous 
venym (a. n.) 326, poison 
vemycle (a. n.) 109, " dimina- 
tive of Veronike, A copy in 
miniature of the picture of 
Christ, which is supposed 
to have heen miraculously 
imprinted upon a handker- 
chief, preserved in the church 
of St. Peter at Rome. Du 
Cange,in v. Veronica, Madox, 
Form. Angl. p. 428. Testam. 
J oh. de Nevill, an. 1386. 
Item Domino archiepiscopo 
£bor. fratri meo a. vestimen- 
turn rubeum de velvet cum 
le Veronike in granis rosarum 
desuper broudata. It was 
usual for persons returning 
from pilgrimages to bring 
with them certain tokens of 
the several places which they 
had visited; and therefore 
the Pardoner [in Chaucer], 
who is just arrived from 
Rome, is represented with a 
vemicie sewed upon hiscappe," 
Tyrwhitt. 
verrev Ca. n.) 365. verrey, 

405, true 
verset (a. n.) 239, a lUtle verse 
viker (a. n.) 424, a vicar 
vicory (a. n.) 420, a vicar 



W. 



waast (a. n.) 10, a waste, wilder" 

ness 
wafrestere (a. s.) 115, a maker 

of wafers for the priests, to be 

consecrate and administered 

at the sacrament 
wage, wagen (a. n.) 171, 440, 

to hire, to wage, pay wages, 

remunerate 
wage (a. n.) 71, to ftf pledge for, 

to warrant 
waggen (a. s.) 332, to shake, 

pret, s. waggede, 335, 373, 

408 
wayte, waiten (a. s.) 89, 147, 

157, 260, 269, to toatck, look 

about, wait* pret, s, waitede, 

266. pi. waiteden, 345 
waitynges (a. s.) 33, watchings, 

lockings 
walkne (a. s.) 316, air, sky, weU 

kin, wolkne, 357, 383 
walnote (a. s.) a wall-nut 
wayven (a.n.; 113, 435, 482, 

491, to waive 
waken (a. s.) ^ awake, pret. pi, 

woken, 277, woke, 405, 

awoke 
wanhope (a. s.) 34, 94, 140, 

238, 366, despair, hopelessness 
wanye (a. s.) 141, 153, to fade, 

wane, pret, s. wanyed, 294 
war (a, s.) ware, aware, y-war, 

17 
warde (a. n.) 388, a keeper 
wardemotes (a. n.) 6, meetings 

of the ward 
wareyne (a. n.) 10, o warren 
warisshen (a. n.) 336, to cure 
warlawes (a. s.) 497, witards, 
s s 
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sorcerers ftoarlocks. See Jamie- 
son, on this latter word. 

wamer (a. n.) 96, a warrener, 
keeper of a warren 

warpen (a. s.) to utter, cast, 
pret, s. warpe, 82, 99 

warroken (a. s.) 66, to girt 

waselen (a. s.) to become dirty, 
dirty one's self, t pret . s. wase- 
lede, 476 

wasshe (a. s.) 248, to wash, 
-pret, s. I wessh, 344, wasshed, 
352. p/.wesshen,247. part, 
pas. y-wasshen, 167, whas- 
shen, 272, wasshen, 392 

wastel (a. n.) 94, a cake, fine 
bread 

watlen ( a. s.) to cover with hur- 
dles, to wattle, pret.s.wttdede, 
415 

wawe (a. s.) 153, a wave 

webbe (a. s.) 89, 267, a wea- 
ver 

webbestere (a. s.) a weaver. 
woUen webbesters, 14, wool- 
len weavers 

wed (a. s. ) 91, 346, a pledge 

wedden (a. s.) 73, to lay a 
wager 

weder (a, s.) weather, weder- 
wise, weather-wise 

wedes (a. s.) dress, clothes, ap- 
parel 

weer (a. s.) 209, 330, a doubt^ 
perplexity 

weet (a. 8.) wet. weet-shoed, 
369, wet-shoed 

weg (a. 8.) 426, a pledge 

wey, (a. a.) a way 

weye (a. s.) 82, a wey of cheese 

weyen (a. s.) to weigh, part.past. 
weyen, 25 



weylaway (a. s.) 383, an «- 

clamation (f lamenting under 

suffering 
weyves (a. s.) 6, (a law tenn) 

animaU lost or strayed 
weke(A.s.) 360,362, t^teuncfcof 

a candle 
welden (a. s.) 174, 175, 206, 

toposses$, pres.s. he welt, 178, 

when he weldeth, 426 
wele (a.s«)381, tDeal,happiness, 

goodfortune 
w^len (a.s.) to boil, to gush out 

as water from a spring, pret.s. 

wellede, 418 
welle (a. s.) 296, o spring 
welthe (a. s.) 88, a welt 
wem (a. s.) 377, a flaw, stain 
wenden (a. a.) 306, to go, to 

wend, pres. pi. wenden. im- 

perat. weend, 59 
wenen (a. s.) 264, 380, to sup- 
pose, imagine, think, believe. 

pret. pi, wende, 263, supposed 
wepen (a. s.) to weep, pret, s. 

wepte, 374, pi. wepten 
wepene (a. s.) 170, membrum 

virile 
wepne (a. s.) a toeapon 
twerdliche (a. s.) 454, 473, 

worldly 
were (a. s.) 322, to wear 
werken, werche, (a. a.) to work. 

pres. pi. werchen. pret. s. 

wroghte. pL wroughte. 

wroghten. part, act, wer- 

chynge. part. pas. wroughte, 

wroght, y-wroght 
t werly (a. s.) 491, worldly 
wemard, wemarde (a. n.) 35, 

53, persons who lay irtforma- 

tiun against others (1) 
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Icemen (a. s.) to refvM, deny, 

pres, s, wemeth, 425, re- 
fuses 
"werre (a. n.) toar 
■vrers (a. s.) worse 
t werwolves (a. s.) 478, people 

turned into wolves by sorcery. 

An ancient superstition. See 

note 
wesshen (a. s.) to loash 
uneven (a. s.) to weave 
wejL (a. s.) 360, 361, wax 
-wexen, wexe (a. s.) 141, 209, 

293, 401, to wax, grow, pret, 
s. weex, 63, 94, 202, 278, 

294, 336, 369. pi. wozen, 
161, 277, 333. part, pas. 
wozeo, 177, 403 

nvexed (a. s.) 98, washed (?) 

what I (a. s.) 146, an interjec- 
tion, lo! 

whiche (a. s.). which a light, 
376, what light 

t whit (a. s.) 476, a wight, crea- 
ture 

w^hiten (a. s.) to make white 

fwhough (a. s.) 453, how, 
whou, 481 

wicche (a. s.) 372, 373, a witch 

wye (a. 8.) 109, 223,245, 248, 
283, 352, 354, 388, 405, a 
man. It is the Saxon wigt 
and was orig^ally applied 
to a warrior or hero. I am 
inclined to think this the 
origin of our present slang 
term a guy 

wif (a. s.) in (^ objective wyye, 
pL wyres, a woman, wife 

wight (a. s.) 160, active, brave, 
wightly, actively, bravely, 
well, wyghtliche,40,active/i/. 



wightnesse, 410, activity, 
cleverness 
wight (a. s.) a creature, being 
wike (a. s.) a loeek, pi, woukes, 

336 
wikkedlokest (a. b.) 199, most 

wickedly 
willen (a. s.) 400, to wiU, pres, 
s, wol, wole, pi. wol. pret. s, 
wolde, pi. wolde. thow wil- 
iest, 241 
wilne (a. s.) 49, to will, pr, s. 
wilneth, 20. pi, wilne, 15. 
pret. s. wilned, 211 , 369 
wyn (a. s.) 402, wine 
wynen pyne (a. s.) 78 (?) 
wynkyng (a. s.) 77, 99, doting, 

slumbering 
W3mnen, wjrnne (a, s.) to toin, 
gain, pret. s. wan, 123, 231, 
pi, wonoen, 2. part, pas, y- 
wonne, 82,213, wonne, 410 
t wynwe (a. s.) 476, winnowing 
wis, pi. wise (a. s.) wise 
wisloker (a. s.) 266, more cer- 
tainly 
wissen, wisse (a. s.) 399, to 
teach, pres. sing, I wisse. 
pret, sing, wissed, 19. part, 
act. wissynge, 205, teach- 
ing 
wissen (a. s.) to know, pret. 
sing, wiste, 151, 211, knew, 
part past, wist, 381 
wit (a. s.) mind, wit,inteUigence 
witen, wite (a. s.) 373, 377, 
to know, pres, s, he woot, 105, 
199. pres, s. woot, 3, 32, 35, 
67. to witene, 152, to know, 
witynge, 418, knowingly 
witen (a. s.) 140, 331, to hinder. 
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witen (a. 8.) to blame, pret, s. 

witte, 17 
withdrawen (a. s.) to withdraw. 

pret, s. withdrough, 373 
withholden (a. s.) to withludd, 

retain, pret, s. he withhalt,! 1 
withwynde (a. s.) 108, crots- 

wite' (?) as if bound with a 

withy 
witterly (a. s.) truly 
witty (a. b.) 96, knowingy wise 
t wlon (a. 8.) 494, the nap of 

cloth (?) 
wo (a. s.) woe 
wodewe (a.s.) 169, pi, widwes, 

a widow 
woke (a. b.) 315, to moisten (?) 
woUeward (a. b.) 369, wol- 

ward, 497, miserable, plagued 
wolves-kynnes (a. b.) 126, of 

the nature of wolves 
wombe (a. s.) t^ belly 
wombe-cloutes(A.8.)250, tripes 
womman, pi, wommen (a. a.) a 

woman 
wone (a. 8.) a dioelling place , 

residence 
woned (a. s.) 306, a^icustomed, 

wont 
wouyen (a< s.) to dwell, pres, s. 

wonyeth, 18. pret. pi, wone- 

den, 311 
woon (a. 8.) 435, plenty, abun- 
dance 
fwoon (a. 8.) 461, a dioelling 
worden (a. s.) to discounej Imvc 

words together, pret. pi. wor- 

deden, 68. wordynge, 351, 

taUcing,vMng words, conversing 
worm (a. s.) 222, a serpent 
worstow, 420, wert tkou, see 

ben 



wort (a. 8.) 135, a plant, vege* 

table 
worthe, y-worthe, (a. s.) to be, 

become, to late die cat wor- 
the, 12, to let the cat be. 

worth, 26, 244, 359, shall be 
wowen (a. s.) 69, to woo, court 
wower, pi, woweriB (a. s.) 206, 

a wooer 
wowes (a. s.) 46f waUs 
wrathen (a. s.^ io be or become 

angry, wroth 
wreken (a. s.) to avenge, part.i 

past, wroken, 39, 437, wroke, 

392 
wrighte (a. b.) 197, a worhman, 

artist, maker 
wringen (a. s.) to wring, pret. 

s. wrong, 42, 127 
writen (a. s.) to write, pret. s. 

wroot, 183, 225, 233, 293, 

328,396. part. /MWt. writen, 

249 
writhen (a. s.) 358, twisted, 

clenched 
wrooth (a. s.) wroth 
wrotherhele (a. b.) 280. ill fate, 

ill condition 



Y, 

(For Bome words beginning 

with y, see under g and i 
yarken (a.s.) 143, to maire ready, 

prepare 
ye (a. s.) yea, yes 
yeden (a.s.) to go, pret. s.yede, 

p<.yeden, 324, 351,354 
yeepe (a. s.) 203, active, alert, 

prompt 
yelde (a. b.) 419, to yield, pay, 
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give, pres. s. he yelt, 375. 

jrret.s. yald, 239, 240. yel- 

dynge 
yeme (a. s.) 349, heed, atteu' 

tion 
yemen (a. s.) 154, 171, 185, to 

rule, guide, govern, — to heed, 

take care of 
yepeliche (a. s.) 306, promptly 
yerde (a. s.) a rod, a yard 
yere, pL yeer (a. s.) a year, 

yere8-gyve,164. yeres-yeves, 
49, a year's gift 



yeme (a. s.) to yearn, desire 

eagerly 
yeme (adverb) (a. s.) eagerly, 

earnestly, readily 
yeme (a, s.) 306, to run, pret. 

s, join, 205. part, act, ern- 

ynge, 418. see rennen 
3ris (a. 8«) yes 
3rit (a. s.) yet 
y-nowe (a. s.) enoug^.-y-nogh, 

382 
yvel (a. s.) etnl, wicked, yvele, 

7, evilly, wickedly 
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